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NOTE BY THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICATION.

It is perceived, with regret, that some few typographical errors have escaped de- -
tection, and will ai‘ppear in the first impressions. These have been corrected when
discovered ; and if others yet should be found, the notice of them will be received as
a favour, and they will be amended.

If any errors of a graver character, in the reports or debates, should appear, the
Comnmittee take occasion to say, that they have not happened through any want of
diligence in seeking for the true reading of the manuscript reports, or the true mean-
ing of a speaker, from the notes of the stenographer. It is, however, felt, that errors
in the sense may possibly have happened, in printing reports drawn up in many dif-
ferent, and often obscure hand-writings ; antf in debrates of speakers, whose mean-
ing may in possible cases have been misapprehended. Some of the speakers who
are nearest and most accessible, and whose employments permitted, have been so
kind as to revise the notes taken of their remarks. But in this respect, gentlemen
who live remote from the place of publication, have suffered a wrong, unavoidable
eertainly, but which the Committee cannot reflect upon without regret, and which
it is the principal object of this note to acknowledge. For, it has happened in sev-
eral instances, that some doubt or obscurity has been discovered in the notes of a gentle-
man’s remarks ; but discovered so late, that recourse to him could notbe had for expla-
nation, without delaying the publication. Mean time, the.public_gall for the pro- ..
ceedings has been loud and urgent; the Confiiiittee thought it safer to omit some
speeches than to run the risk of-anmy;-even small, errors in the sense; and in this
manner, injustice has been done to gentlemen residing at a distance, by omitting
valuable remarks ; and injustice to the public also, by presenting the debates less full
and perfect than was expected. Sometimes a part only of a speaker’s remarks has
been inserted, thereby intending to exclude a paragraph, which it was feared did not
correctly express his idea.

Among the gentlemen whose remarks, or some of them, are thus omitted, it may
not be improper to name, Mr. Dexter, of Michiﬁan 3 Mr. Miles, of Erie, in Pennsyl-
vania, and Mr. Jones of the same state; Mr. Hanna, of Ohio; Mr. Armstrong, of
New York ; Mr. Strong, of Connecticut; Mr. Morse, and Mr. M’Culloch, of New
Jersey ; and if there are still others whose names were not known, it is hoped they
will be indulgent for the omission, considering the difficulty which the reporter ex-
perienced in learning names, in an assemblage of men so intensely occupied, and so
soon dissolved. The Committee think it just to make an unsolicited acknowledg-
ment of the ability, intelligence, and attention of Mr. Marcus T. C. Gould, stenographer
to the Convention. N '

It remains only to say, that arrangements are made with the publishers to print in
future impressions, such additional speeches or remarks as may be furnished, and to
correct errata that may be pointed out; and that for these purposes, communications
may be sent to Samuer M. Hopkins, Albany; Wirniam H. Mavr~arp, Utica, or
Harman DENNY, Pittsburgh. :

20th October, 1830.

V182034



STATE ANTI-MASONIC COMMITTEES.

I pursuance of a resolution of the Convention, the following list is published, though imper-
fect. It is requested that perfect lists of all the State Committees may be furnished as soon as
possible, in order that the following may be corrected accordingly.
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UNITED STATES-
ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Pthiladelphia, Saturday, September 11, 1830.

Nmety six Delegates" to the United States Anti-masonic Convention, “as-
sembled in the District Court Room, in the city of Philadelphia, on the 11th of
September, 1830, at-12 o’clock, m. —On motion of Frederick Whittlesey, of
the state of New Yonk it was resolved that the Convention be organized by ap-
pointing a President, four Vlce-Premdents, and two Secretaries; whereupon
the following gentlemen were unanimously appointed, viz:

FRANCIS GRANGER, of the state of New York, - -
JOSEPH RITNER, of the state of Pennsylvania, - 1st V. President.
ABNER PHELPS, of the state of Massachusetts, - 2d V. President.
ROBERT HANNA, of the state of Ohio, - - - =~ 3d V. President.
SAMUEL W.DEXTER, of the territory of Michigan, 4tk V. President.
JOHN CLARKE, of the state of Pennsylvania, - - - Seiretaries
NOBLE D. STRONG, of the state of Connecticut, - - } o

The Convention being organized, prayer Was\oﬁ‘ered by the Rev. Moses
Thacher, of Massachusetts.

On motion of Mr. Whlttlesey,—Resolved that a Comnmittee of one from
‘each state and territory here represented, be appointed to lay before this Con-.
vention the subjects proper for its consideration.

Messrs. Phelps, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio,

- President.

Terry, of Connecticut, Vanderpool, of New Jersey,
Whittlesey, of New-York, . Dexter, of Michigan,
Todd, of Pennsylvania, Slifer of Maryland,

Clark, of Vermont, Kirk, of Delaware,

Paine, of Rhode Island,
were appointed said Committee.

The Convention then adjoumed to 4 o'clock, p. m.

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p. M. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment. Samuel P. Lyman, a delegate from the state of New York, and Na-
thaniel B. Boileau, and Alexander Plummer, delegates from the state of Penn-
sylvania, appeared and took their seats.

Mr. Phelps, from the Committee, to lay before this Convention, the subjects
proper for its consideration, reported in part, by the following resolutions, viz :

1st. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report
rules and orders, for the more convenient regulation of the proceedings of this
Convention.

2d. Resolved, that a Committee of one frem each state and territory here re-
presented, be appointed to report whether it is expedient to elect honorary mem-
bers of this Convention ; how many, and who are proper persons to be so
elected ; and under what restnctlons, if any, they are to take seats in this Con-
vention.

3d. Resolved, that a Committee be appointed, consisting of all the seceding

* Note by the publishing Committee:—The names of members this day attending, are not
kere inserted, as the names of all who attended tlie Convention, will appear subscribed to ‘the
address at the end of this volume.
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masond ‘belongirig to this Convention, to report a summary of freemasonry ;
embracing the prominent points in each degree, sufficient to show the nature,
principles, and tendency of the institution ; and that the correctness of the same
be certified by each member of the Committee, according to the number of de-
grees he has taken.

4th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report,
when, where, and for what purposes, freemasonry was first instituted ; what has
been its progress; where it has flourished most; and what is now the most
probable number of the firaternity, in each county where it exists. '

:6th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to inquire and report
(-, +f - what have been the pretensions of freemasonry, and how supported by facts.
-1~ Y 6th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to take into considera-

tion the true nature of masonic oaths or obligations ; and to report whether they
are, or are uot, religiously, morally, or legally binding ; and whether they are,
or are not, in collision with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance, which
Levery good citizen is under, to support the constitution and laws of his country.

7th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to examine the evi-
dence, as to the truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder
David Bernard, entitled, ‘¢ Light on Masonry ;”” and to report thereon. _

8th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report a succint and
lucid account of the abduction and murder of Williamm Morgan ; and of the
conduct, and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and individually, to
Pprevent a conviction in courts of justice, of their more prominent fellow-masons,
in that abduction and murder.

9th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and report,
whether an adherence to the oaths or obligations of freemasonry, does or does
not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important offices in the
gift of the people, according to the true nature of our free institutions.

-10th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report upon the
(.« effects of freemasonry on the Christian religion.

...y ~11th. Resolved, that a Committee of six be appointed, to consider the nature

Xand spirit of anti-masonry, from the disclosures of Professor Robison, and the

Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; the arguments used by freemasons, in sup-

port of their institution ; and the means resorted to by the fraternity, to prevent

inquiry into the principles, nature, and tendency of the order, and to report
ereon. ; ~

12th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to report what mea-

sures can constitutionally and properly be used, to effectuate the extinction of
freemasonry ; to guard against its revival ; and to secure our free institutions
against the future insidious assaults of all secret societies; and to report an
address on those subjects to the people of the United States.

13th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to prepare and report

resolutions, expressive of the sentiments of this Convention, on the subject of
freemasonry ; and that each member of this body be requested to aid sajd Com-
mittee, by furnishing such resolutions as he may think proper.

14th. Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to consider and re-

port the best system of a national correspondence of anti-masors, for the sék
purpose of diffusing information extensively on the subject of freemasonry, and
of other secret combinations, against the equal rights of mankind and our free
institutions. -

Thereupon ordered, that the said report be accepted, and that Committees

be appointed accordingly.

On motion of Mr. Ruggles, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed,

to report a mode for raising funds amongst the members of this Convention, to
defray its contingent expenses. Thereupon, '
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Messrs. Ruggles, of Massachusetts, = Messrs. Whitney, of New-York, .
: Manchester, of New York, ‘Walker, of Pennsylvama,
Boyd, of Ohio,
were appointed said Committee.
The Convention adjourned to Monday next, at 10 o’clock, A. m. then to
meet in the saloon of the Musical Fund Hall, in this city.
Monday, September 13th, 1830, the Convention met pursuant te_adjourn-
nent.—Prayer, by the Rev. Caleb Green, of New York. :
William H. Maynard, and George H. Boughton, delegates from the state 8f
New York ; Martin Flint, a delegate from the state of Vermont; Samuel Leidy,
a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania; and Nahum Hardy, a delegate
from the state of Massachusetts, appeared and tqok their seats. .
- The Committees, upon the several resolutions passed on Saturday, were an-
nounced by the President,; as follows :

On the 1st resolution,

Messrs. Denny, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Storrs, of Connecticut,
Rose, of New York, . Kelley, of Ohio.

Lazell, of Massachusetts,

On the 2d resolution,

Messrs. Clarke, of Vermont, Messrs.. Dexter, of Michigan,
Holley, of Connecticut, - 'Wadsworth, of Ohio,
Bancroft, of New York, Slifer, of Maryland,
Alling, of New Jersey, Paine, of Rhode Island,
Middleswarth, of Penn. Bigelow, of Massachusetts.
Kirk, of Delaware, ’

" On the 3d resolution, the Committee being ordered to consist of seceding
masons, the following gentlemen constituted the same, namely,
Messrs. Thacher, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Read, of New York,

Merrick, of Do. Bernard, of Do.
Strong, of Connecticut, ) Armstrong,of Do.

. Barber, of Do. Morse, of New Jersey,
Flint, of Vermont, Slifer, of Maryland.

Ward, of New York,
On the 4th resolution,

Messrs. Ward, of New York, Messrs. M’Culloch, of Ne;;v Jersey,
Stevens, of Pennsylvania, Longley, of Massachusetts.
Loveland, of Vermont,

On the 5th resolution,
Messrs. Oliver, of Massachusetts, Messrs. Gillett, of Ohio,

Terry, of Connecticut, Brittin, of New Jersey..
St. John, of New York, : J
* On the 6th resolution,
Messrs. Hopkins, of New York, Messrs. Potts, of Pennsylvania,
.Sheldon, of Do. . Thacher, of Massachusetts.

Ogle, of Pennsylvania,

On the 7th resolutjon,

Messrs. Morris, of New York, Messrs. Morton, Massachusetts,
Flint, of Vermont, Perkins, of Connecticut,
Rhoads, of Pennsylvania, .

On the 8th resolution,

Messrs. Whittlesey, of New York, Messrs. Conger, of New Jersey,
Irwin, of Peonsylvania, Sabin, of Vermont.
Cooke, of New York,
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On the 9th resolution, .
Megsers. Boileau, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Greenough, of Pennsylvania,
Taylor, of New York, + Barber, of Connecticut.

Walker, of Massachusetts,
n the 10th resolution,
Messrs. Maynard, of New York, Messrs. Kirk, of Delaware,
Thacher, of Massachusetts, T. C. Green, of New York.
Loveland, of Vermont, :

On the 11th resolution,

Messrs. Jones, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Boyd, of Ohio,
Sweet, of New York, Goffe, of Massachusetts,
C. Green, of Do. Thacher, of Do.

On the 12th resolution,

Messrs. Holley, of New York, Meesrs. Gassett, of Massachnsetts,
Slade, of Vermont, Curtenius, of New York.
Line, of Pennsylvania,

On the 13th resolution,
Messrs. 'Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Lawyer, of New York,

Seward, of New York, Peters, of Massachusetts.
Vanderpool, of New Jersey,

'On the 14th resolution, ‘

Messrs. Todd, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Nichols, of Connecticut,
Burbank, of Massachusetts, Adams, of Massachusetts.
Stanton, of New York,

Mr. Denny, from the Committee on rules and orders, reported the following,
to be standing rules of the Convention, namely,

L The President shall take the chair at the hour to whnch the Convention
shall stand adjourned ; and upon the appearance of a quorum, shall direct the
minutes of the preceding day to be read.

II. The President shall preserve order and decorum ; shall decide questions
of order, subjectto an appeal to the Convention ; shall appoint all Committees,
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention.

IIL All motions and addresses shall be made to the President.

1V. No motion shall be debated, or put, unless the same shall be seconded ;
it shall then be stated by the President; and every motion shall be reduced to
writing, on the request of the Premdent, or any member.

V. Iftwo or more members shall rise at once, thé President shall name the
member who is first to speak.

VI. No member shall be referred by name in any debate.

VII. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, except by a call to
order by the President, or by a member through the President; when the mem-
ber called to order shall resume his seat, until permitted by "the President to
proceed.

VIII. Any member making a motion, may withdraw it before the question
shall be taken, and before amendment made.

1X. All questions shall be put in the order they are moved, except in cases
of amendment and filling up blanks, when the amendment last proposed, the
highest number, and longest time, shall be first put.

X. The previous question shall be always in order ; and until decided, shall
preclude all amendment and debate of the main question, and shall be in this
form, ¢shall the main question be now put 1”

XI. A motion to adjourn, shall always be in order, and shall be decided
without debate.
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. XII. No member shall speak more than twice on the same quesﬁon, without
‘eave. ) '
XIII. No motion for reconsideration shall be in order, unless moved by a
member who voted with the majority.
Thereupon, Resolved, that the same be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Strong, Resolved, that a Committee of three be appointed,
to receive the proceedings of this Convention, from the minutes of the Secre-
taries and reporter, and prepare them for publication.

Messrs. Sladef of Vermont, Mr. Denny, of Pennsylvania,

Hopkins, of New York, .
were appointed said Committee. i

On motion of Mr. Irwin, resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed, to
inquire and report concerning the bearing and effect of the ties and obligations
of freemasonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States.

Messrs. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, Messrs. Ellis, of New York,

J. Williams, of New York, Bogardus, of do.
Rising, of Vermont,
were appointed said Committee. :

A sealed communication was presented by Mr. Adams, from Samuel G. An-
derton, of Boston, addressed to the President of the Convention, which was
referred to a Committee of three, consisting of Mr. Ruggles, Mr. Maynard,
and Mr. Adams. Agreeable to a verbal report of said Committee, the com-
munication was subsequently read, and ordered to be embodied in the minutes
of this Convention.* h

On motion of Mr. Sweet, Resolved, that a Committee of —— be appointed
to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of Wil-
liam Morgan ; whose duty it shall be to report to this Convention what measures
should be pursued, if any, fot their support. Thereupon, ordered, that the said | 1 )
resolution be laid on the table. R T

On motion of Mr. Taylor, Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed,
to inquire as to the influence of fremasonry on the public press; and whether it
be expedient for this Convention to adopt any measures in relation thereto.

Messrs. Taylor, of New York, Messrs. Schenck, of New Jersey,
Todd, of Pennsylvania, , Slifer, of Maryland, -
W. Williams, of New York,
were appointed said Committee. -

The Convention proceeded to consider the resolution this day submitted, re-
;&ecting the pecuniary circumstances of the widow and children of William

organ. _—

Ang?thereupon, ordered that the same be rejected.

On motion of Mr. Barlow, ordered, that a list of the members of this Con-
vention, be prepared by the Seoretaries ; and that 500 copies be printed for the
use of the members.

Then the Convention adjourned, to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Tuesday, September 14, 1830.—The Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.—Prayer by the Rev. Joseph Goffe, of Massachusetts.

Pliny Merrick, a delegate from the state of Massachusetts, and Charles
Starr, a delegate from the State of New York, appeared, and took their seats.

Mr. Clark, from the Committee on the admission of honorary members,
made a report, which he read in his place; and which, being amended, was
adopted as a resolution as follows : : o

Resolved, that gentlemen friendly to the cause for which this Covention is

s S

« See Appendix,
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assembled, from states and territories not here represented, or from such as
have not a full representation, may be invited to take seats in this Convention ;
and that those from states not represented may debate, but no such persons to
have a vote, in any case.
On motion of Mr. Maynard, Resolved that no person shall be presented to
this Convention, for admission as an hqnorary member, from any state or ter-
., ritory, represented in this Convention, except by the delegation thereof; nor
unless a majority of such delegation shall have agreed to recommend such per-
, -/ son for admission.

Mr. Whittlesey, from the Committee on the abduction and murder of Wil-
liam Morgan, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Ward, from the Committee on the time and Dlace of the origin of free-
masonry, and for what purposes instituted, made a report, which he read in
his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.*

Then the Conventlon adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. M.

The same day, 4 o’clock, p. M. the Conventmn met pursua.nt to adjourn-
ment.

Samuel Parke, a delegate from the state of Pennsylvania appeared and took
his seat.

Asaph Rrice,
' g:)];oh?:sBng:l:::;s } of Delaware,.  George Allen, }of Massachusetts, and
: ! Paul Barney,
Joshua Lindley,
Hon. Mr. Shepard, }of North Carolina.
« ¢ Pettengrew,

were introduced as honorary members.

Mr. Whittlesey from the Committee, to lay before this Convention subjects
proper for its consideration, further reported by resolution, as follows :

Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state and territory, here repre-
sented, be appointed to consider and report, on the expediency of having can-
didates nominated by the Anti-masonic party, for the Presidency, and Vice

Presndency of the United States, previous to the next election; and on the

manner, time, and place, of making such nemination.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted, and,

Messrs. Ellmaker, of Penn Messrs. Wadsworth, of Ohio,
Maynard, of New York, _ Slifer, of Maryland,
Merrick, of Massachusetts, Kirk, of Delaware,
Holley, of Connecticut, . Dexter, of Michigan,
Slade, of Vermont, Paine, of Rhode Island,

Vanderpool, of New Jersey,

were appointed said Committee.

Mr. Hopkins from the Committee on masonic oaths, made a report which he
read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

‘Wednesday, September 15, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.—Prayer by Rev. Mr. Sabin, of Vermont.

Lebbeus Armstrong, David Bernard, and Thomas C. Green, delegates from
the state of New York ; and Ebenezer Currier, and- Daniel Gilbert, delegates
from the state of Ohio, appeared and took thelr seats.

"“ This, and the other reports, adopted by the Conventlon, will be found in a subsequent part
- this volume.—Note by the Committee.
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M. Thacher from the Compmittee on the spirit of Anti-masonry, made a re-
port which he read in his place. .

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Oliver from the Committee on the pretensions of freemasonry, made a
report which he read in his place. B :

‘Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted. o

On motion of Mr. Seward, Resolved, that a Committee of one from each state
and territory, here represented, be appointed to make out and report a concise
account of the progress and preseut state of Anti-masonry throughout the
United States; and,

Messrs. Seward, of New York, Messrs. Hall, of Rhode Island,

Ogle, of Pennsylvania, Alling, of New Jersey,

Terry, of Connecticut, Kirk, of Delaware,

Kelly, of Ohio, Slifer, of Maryland,

Walker, of Massachusetts, Dexter of Michigan,

Clark, of Vermont, P
were appointed said Committee. v

The report of Mr. Whittlesey, from the Commi n the abduction and

murder of William Morgan, yesterday laid e table, was called up and
adopted. - - .

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. M.

The same day 4 o’clock, p. m. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr. Ruggles from the Committee on the mode of defraying the contingent
expenses of the Convention, reported by resolution, as follows :
Resolved, that a Committee of five be appointed to raise money, by voluntary
. subscription from the members of this Convention, to defray the necessary ex-
penses of the same; and that said Committee make the disbursements which
, .they may deem necessary for that purpose, and pay over the balance that may
.fxemain in their hands at the rising of this Convention, to the publishing Com-
mittee. :

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted.

The Committee which made the foregoing report, were on motion of Mr.
‘Whittlesey, constituted the Committee on the resolution aforesaid.

On motion of Mr. Read, Resolved, that a Committee of three, be appointed
to report, at what time the business of this Convention will admit of an adjourn-
ment, sine die ; and '

Messrs. Read, of New York, Mr. Wadsworth, of Ohio,

Clark, of Vermont,
were appointed said Committee.

Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of the seceding masons, on a summary
of freemasonry, made a report, which he read in his place.
Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.
Mr. Holley, from the Committee, on an address, &c. made a report, which
he read in his place.
" Thereupon ordered, that the said report, do lie upon the table.
Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Thursday, September 16, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjourn- .
ment.—Prayer by Rev. Mr. Armstrong, of New York.

Mr. Read, from the Committee on adjournment, reported by resolutions, as
follows :

Resolved, that this Convention will adjourn, sire die, on Friday evening next,
at 6 o*lock. .

Thereupon, ordered, that the said resolution be adopted. ‘

N
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Mr. Taylor, from the Committee on the state of the press, &e. made a re-
port, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, made a report, which he
read in his place

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

Mr. Walker, from the Committee on masonic oaths disqualifying for office,
made a report which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report do lie upon the table.

The report of Mr. Hopkms on the obligatory nature of masonic oaths, was
called up and adopted.

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the thanks of this

;. Convention, be respectfully tendered to John Thompson and Jacob Shearer,

Esqrs. commissioners of the city and county of Philadelphia, for their courteous-
permission to hold the meetings of this body in the district court room : and
that the Secretaries be requested to furnish them with a copy of this resolution.

The report of Mr. Holley, from the Committee on the address, &c. yester-
day laid on the table, was called up and adopted.

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, that the names of the members of the
‘Conveation, be subscribed to the said address.

John Moore White, of New Jersey, was introduced as an honorary member.

Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee on the nomination of candidates for the
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, made a report, which
he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the same do lie upon the table.

Then the Convention adjourned to 4 o’clock, p. M.

The same day, 4 o’clock, p. M. the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Jouathan Kearsley, of Michigan, was introduced as an honorary member.

The report of Mr. Armstrong, from the Committee of seceding masons, on a
summary of freemasonry was called up, and on motion of Mr. Read, recom-
mitted, to the same Committee.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, Resolved, that the Committee of seceding masons,
to whom it was referred to report, a summary of the prominent points in each
degree of freemasonry, and that the same be certified by each member, accord-
ing to the number of degrees taken, be instructed and empowered to prepare
such summary, when time may permit, after the rising of this Convention, and
that the same being prepared and sent from hand to hand, made correct, and
certified by the signature of each seceding masonic member, according to his
degree, be transmitted to the Committee of publication, and be publlshed with
the other proceedings.

The report of Mr. Thacher, from the Committee, on the spirit on Anti-ma-
sonry, was called up and adopted.

Mr. Morris, from the Committee on the disclosures of freemasonry, made a
report, which he read in his place : thereupon, ordered, that the same be adopted,

On motion of Mr. Slade, the report on the nomination of candidates for the
Presidency and vice Presidency of the United States, was recommltted to the
same Committee. :

The report of Mr. Walker, upon the disqualifications for civil oﬂice by ma-
sonic oaths, was called up and adopted.

Then the Convention adjourned to 9 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

Friday, September 17, 1830, the Convention met pursuant to adjournment.—
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Morse, of New Jersey.

Mr. Irwin, from the Committee on the effects of masonic ties and obligations,
on the commerce and revenue of the United States, asked, that said Committee
be discharged from the further consideration thereof.
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Thereupon, ordered, that the said Committee be discharged acco‘rdingly.

Mr. Slade, from the Committee on the Presidential nomination, made a far-
ther report, more concisely presenting the views of the former report of the
said Committee, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Todd, from the Committee on national correspondence made a report,
which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

and, Messrs. Henry Dana Ward,
Samuel St. John, } of New York city,
Henry Cotheal, ' .
were appointed a national Committee of correspondence.

The report of Mr. Seward, from the Committee on resolutions, yesterday laid
on the table, was called up and adopted.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee on the progress and present state of Anti-
masonry, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

On motion of Mr. Hopkins, the report of Mr. Morris, from the Committee
on the disclosures of freemasonry, adopted yesterday, was reconsidered.

Mr. Bernard then read a communication from.N. N. Whiting, of New York,
on the upper degrees of masonry. The communication was ordered to be ap-
pended to the said report, and published with it, and the report, so amended,
was again adopted.

‘The Convention then adjourned to 4 o’clock, . .

The same day, at 4 o’clock, p. M. the Convention met pursuant to adjourn-
Thent.

On motion of Mr. Holley, of New York, Resolved, that the estimate, which
Anti-masonry places upon the rights of election and the liberty of the press, as
the two main pillars in the temple of our liberties, is established, undeniably, by
every page of our own history, and most strikingly illustrated by the recent re-
volution in France.

On motion of Mr. Slade, Resolved, that this Convention earnestly recom-
mend to the several state Anti-masonic Committees, to take immediate mea-
sures to solicit contributions throughout their respective states, by the agency

" of their county and town committees, for the gratuitous dissemination of intel-
ligence on the subject of freemasonry.

On motion of Mr. Boileau, Resolved, that the address to the people of the
United States, and such of the other proceedings, as the publishing Committee
may select, be published in the German language.
~ Mr. Slade was excused from further service on the publishing Committee ;
and Mr. Maynard added to said Committee.

On motion of Mr. Stevens, Resolved, that the publishing Committee trans-

- mit to each member of this Convention, fifty copies of the, proceedings, or as
many as the funds raised, will warrant.

Mr. Maynard, from the Committee on the effects of freemasonry on the
Christian religion, made a report, which he read in his place.

Thereupon, ordered, that the said report be adopted.

Mr. Terry moved a resolution of thanks to the President ; whereupon the
question being put by the first Vice Presiden, it was Resolved unanimously, that
the thanks of this Convention be presented to the Hon. Francis Granger, for the
able, faithful, and dignified manner in which he has presided over its delibera-
tions.

On motion of Mr. Seward, it was Resolved unanimously, that the thanks of
this Convention be presented to the ;’ice Presidents, for their dignified and
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able, and to the Secretaries, for their faithful and correct discharge of their
several duties, during the session of this Convention.
Thereupon, the Convention adjourned, sine die.

APPENDIX.

LETTER FROi\I SAMUEL G. ANDERTON REFERRED
TO IN THE JOURNAL.

Boston, August 20, 1830.

To the United States Anti-Masonic Delegates, in Convention assembled, at
Philadelphia.

GENTLENEN,

Allow me to express my acknowledgments for your exertions to sappress the evils of freema-
sonry. It has been my misfortune to have been hauled up and dismantled by the masonic crew.
I have not only taken the horrid oaths of the order; but have witnessed the execution of the
bloody penalties attached to those oaths, in true masonic form, according to the rules and
usages of the fraternity ; and I had strong reason to believe, from what I have been told by ma-
sons, that those executions are much more frequent than what has been generally supposed.

On the 15th of March last, I made solemn oath before a notary public and a respectable num-
ber of gentlemen in this city, to what I was an eye witness. I did 1t of my own free will and ac-
cord, and from a sense of duty. It has been asked why I did not do it before. I frankly answered,
because I knew the nature of the masonic institation. I knew that my life. must. g]a the for-
feiture ; but the death of Morgan, and soon after, that of my neighbour, which is we! Known to
have taken place in a masonic lodge room in Boston; the death of Artemas Kennedy, at Milton,
with all the mysterious, but convincing circumstances, to say nothing of* severat other strange
deaths of masons, led me to believe that duty called me to disclose that horrid and bloody murder
in Belfast in Ireland. I told the world of 1t as soon as I supposed it could be done with safety
to my own life. But I have been vilified and slandered agreeably to masonic obligations.
Masons have said, and I believe they have published, that I have denied all I had stated,—that I
have said that 1 was drunk when I did it,—tgat I was bribed or hired to do it. But so far from this
being true, I was repeatedly assured by the Anti-masons, before hand, that no reward whatever,
either directly or indirectly, would ever be given me for it, nor have I ever expected, or received
any thing. I went to sea before my affidavit was published, and have never denied a word of
it, nor was I the least intoxicated ; for proof of this I appeal to those gentlemen who saw me,
and I believe that one or more of them are members of your honourable body. I have carefully
revised my affidavit since it was published. It is possible, that I was mistaken as to one syllable
in the name of the landlord on Lime Kiln Dock, the name might have been Greenwood, instead
of Greenlow, though I still think that we used to call him Greenlow. But except this, and the

is-spelling of Offin for Hofflin, and the omission of the word *“ and” after Bdfast," in the
g]th sentence from the last.—And of the word ¢ sailed” after ‘ ballast,” in the same sentence,
(for I went to London before I joined the Hofflin,) it is correct. And I solemnly declare in the
presence of that God, before whom I expect to be judged, and in presence of my country and of
mankind, THAT EVERY WORD OF THAT AFFIDAVIT IS TRUE.

With this declaration, I present one hundred and fifty copies of the same to the Convention,
and respectfully request their acceptance. With the highest respect for ‘your honourable body

1 subscribe myself,

\. SAMUEL G. ANDERTON.

oy
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REPORT.

ON THE ABDUCTION AND MURDER OF WILLIAM MORGAN, AND ON THE CONDUCT
AND MEASURES OF THE MASONIC FRATERNITY TO PREVENT CONVICTIONS, &c.

M. Whittlesey from the Committee next herein mentioned made the following Report :

Tae Committee appointed * to report a succinct and lucid account of the abdue-
tion and murder of William Morgan, and of the conduct and measures adopted by
the fraternity, jointly and as individuals, to prevent a conviction of their more promi-
nent fellow masons In that abduction and murder,” beg leave to report the following
statement of facts, compiled either from the judicial evidence which has been given
in courts of justice, in relation to that transaction, or from well authenticated docu-
ments, or from the personal knowledge of the facts then stated.

WiLLiaAM MoreAN was born on the 7th day of August, 1774, in Culpepper county,
Virginia. His occupation was that of a bricklayer and stone mason. Having accu-
mulated by his indust?, a sufficient fund, he commenced business as a merchant in
Richmond, Virginia. It is said, that he was a captain in a militia regiment, and that
he was present at the battle of New-Orleans, in January, 1815. He married Lucinda
Pendleton, in October, 1819, who was left with two infant children at the time of his
abduction.. He removed from Virginia in the fall of 1821, and commenced the busi-
ness of a brewer, near York, in Upper Canada, The destruction of his property by
fire, soon after, reduced him to poverty. He removed to Rochester, in the state of
New York, and resumed his original occupation. An inflammation of the eyes, con-
tracted soon after, incapacitated him for labour, and rendered the pressure of
poverty more severe. From Rochester he removed to Batavia, where he resided in
the summer of 1826. William Morgan was a member of the masonic fraternity, and
had advanced as far as the degree of royal arch, in the mysteries of that society.
In the summer of 1826, it became known that he was preparing for publication, a
work, in which the obligations, secret signs, and ceremonies of free masonry were
to be made public. It was also understood that David C. Miller, an entered appren-
tice mason, and a printer at Batavia, was engaged, or to be engaged in grinting the
work. The knowﬁdge of these facts excited great commotion, among the -members
of the masonic fraternity in that vicinity, andin a wide extent of surrounding country.
There was great heat and intemperance of expression in relation to the expected
work, and an open avowal by members, that it should never see the light. Consul-
tations were held among them, as to the course to be pursued in relation to the con-
templated work ; and it was understood, finally to have been determined, that its
publication was to be prevented, at all hazards. It would appear, that there were
several different and distinct projects devised to produce this result, which, either
were not attempted, or failed in their execution.

Measures were taken to injure the character of Morgan, and thus to shut him out from
sympathy and credit. In the month of August, 1826, an advertisement was inserted
in the Ontario Messenger, printed at Canandaigua, of which the following is & copy :

“NOTICE AND CAUTION.”

«If a man calling himself William Morgan, should intrude himself on the commu-
nity, they should be on their guard, particularly the Masonic FRATERNITY. Morgan
was in this village in May last, and his conduct while here, and elsewhere, calls forth.
this notice. Any information in relation to Morgan, can be obtained by calling at the
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Masowic Harw in this village. Brethren and companions are particularly requested
to observe, mark, and govern themselves accordingly. {7 Morgan is considered a
swindler and a dangerous man. (7 There are people in this village who would be
happy to see this Captain Morgan.

* Canandaigua, August 9, 1826.”

This notice was colzied into many of the newspapers in the western counties of

the state of New York, and particularly into two newspapers printed at Batavia.

In the month of August, 1826, a man representing that his name was Daniel Johns,
and that he was a fur trader from Canada, came to Rochester, and spent most of his
time in the warehouse of Edward Doyle, who had himself, about four years previous,
removed from Canada, and who was a high officer in the Monroe Encamp-
ment. About the middle of August, he went to Batavia, and ingratiated himself so
far with Morgan and Miller, by offers of pecuniary advances, that he was received
into their confidence, and into a participation in the publication. He remained at
Batavia about three weeks, and surreptitiously possessing himself of a portion of the
manuscript, suddenly left Batavia with the portion he had thus acquired, and carried
itsto Rochester. rom thence, the manuseript was sent by a special messenger to
the city of New York, and laid before the General Grand Chapter of the United
States, then in session in that city.

In July, 1826, Morgan was arrested on a civil suit at Batavia, and gave bail. On
the 19th of August, 1826, Johuson Goodwill, Kelsey Stone, and John Wilson of Ba-
tavia, all free masons, and Daniel H. Dana, a constable of Pembroke, about fourteen
miles distant, on ascertaining that neither of the heads of the families in the house
where Morgan resided, were at home, rushed into his room and seized his person,
and all the papers which he was then enfag'ed in arranging for the press. The
arrest was made by virtue of a bail piece, and he was hurried to jail without time being
given him to procure other bail. The sheriff was not to be found though he had been
seen with the four men immediately before the arrest, and Morgan was detained in
jail from Saturday until Monday fyc;llowing. .

While he was so confined in jail, search was made at his lodgings by virtue of
some pretended process, for the papers which Morgan had been engaged in pre-
paring, but without success.

Arrangements were made for the assembling at Batavia, on the night of the 8th of
September, of members of the masonic fraternity, from different and distant places.
They came from Buffalo, Lockport, Canandaigua, and Rochester, and expectations
were entertained that there would also be a party from Canada. None of them arrived at
Batavia until in the night, when they assembled to the number of forty or fifty, or more.
The object of this party was to suppress the publication of the work, by procuring
the manuscript af)ers, and the printed sheets. For this purpose, an attack upon the
printing office otP Miller was contemplated, and it would seem, also, the forcible remo-
val of Morgan from Batavia, to effect a separation between him and Miller. Eli
Bruce, the sheriff of Niagara county, had been requested to prepare, and did actually
prepare a cell in the jail of that county, for the reception of Morgan, whose forcible
abdrl,xction, by this band of midnight conspirators, was confidently expected. Colonel
Edward Sawyer, of Canandaigua, headed, or commanded this party ; but they failed
to effect their object, and dispersed a little before daylight, the next morning.

It is supposed that they were deterred from their purpose, by a knowledge of the
fact, that Miller was aware of their intentions, and had prepared fire arms, and other
ample meaus to defend, both his person and his l;(n'operty, from the attacks of violence.
Many of the persons composing this party are known to have been selected and de-
legated for the express purpose of going to Batavia to assist in suppressing the pub-
lication of Morgan’s book; and perhaps the numbers composing this party, and the
different and distant places from which they came, illustrate more forcibly than any
other single fact, the extent of the combination to suppress the publjcation of the book.

About this time, an article written by R. W. Haskins of Buffalo, appeared in the
Black Rock Gazette, a paper published forty miles distant from Batavia, of which
the following is a copy :
¢ Mr. SaLisBURY, N :

¢ Sir,—I noticed in your last paper, an inadvertent error, copied perhaps from
other prints, respecting a wretch by the name of Morgan. The statement that Mor-
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gan is an expelled mason, is a mistake. - He is not an expelled mason, but an impos-
tor, and a swindler, against the evil designs of whom the fraternix have amply
provided. MAS ON‘.’

 September 7, 1826.”

On the night of the 10th of September, Richard Howard, otherwise called Richard
Chippersfield, who worked at Buffalo for the same Haskins who wrote the foregéing
paragraph, attempted, with several others whose names are not known, to set fire to
the printing office of Miller, in Batavia. The sides of the building, and the outside
stairs leading to the office, had been literally sprinkled with spirits of turpentine ; and
straw, and cotton balls saturated with the same combustible, had been provided. It
burnt fiercely and brightly upon the first application of the lamp, and had it not been
instantly discovered by an individual who was accidentally a witness of it, the office
must have been speedily consumed, and the lives of ten persons, then asleep in the
two buildings, possibly made a sacrifice.

On Sunday morning, September 10th, Nicholas G. Chesebro, of Canandaigua,
master of the lodge at that place, applied to Jeffrey Chipman, a magistrate at Ca-
nandaigua, for a warrant. Chesebro came to the office with Ebenezer C. Kingsley,
who made a complaint against William Morgan, for having taken away a shirt and
cravat, which he had borrowed of Kingsley. The magistrate issued the warrant upon
the oath of Kingsley, which was directed to Chesebro, as one of the coroners of On-
tario coung. and handed to him. Chesebro, together with Halloway Hayward a
constable, Henry Howard, Harris Seymour, Mases Roberts, and Joseph Scofield, all

freemasons, of Canandaigua, left that place for Batavia, at about ten o’clock the ,

same morning, in an extra stage hired by Chesebro.

The party were joined lg four other individuals, all freemasons, at different
places before they reached Batavia. They stopped to take supper at James Gan-
son’s house, in Stafford, six miles east of Batavia. Doctor Samuel S. Butler of Staf-
ford, was then introduced to some of the party, and informed that they had a warrant
for Morgan. Doctor Butler went to Batavia the same evening, smdy was requested
to inform Nathan Follett, and William Seaver, then master of the Batavia lodge,
that the party were coming. He did so, and on his return met the Canandaigua
party about two miles from Batavia, and informed Ganson that Follett had sent to
them not to come. The stage turned about; the party that originally started from
Canandaigua wentinto Batavia on foot, and the remainder returned. The next
morning early, Morgan was arrested, and taken to the public house where the pal
had slept: an extra stage coach was procured, and the party left Batavia for Ca-
nandaigua, with Morgan in their custody. Miller attemﬁned to procure the release of
Morgan just as the carriage was starting, but he was pushed aside and the coach was
driven off very fast, Chesebro being on the outside with the driver, and urging him
to drive fast, until they should get out of the county. The driver appeared to
feel uneasy about the proceedings, but was pacified by.Ganson’s assurance, that he
would save him harmless from all responsibility. Chesebro repeatedly looked back,
and said they should not take Morgan alive. They arrived at Canandaigua with
Morgan the same day, and in the evening took him before the magistrate, who issued
the warrant, by whom he was exawmined and discharged, Loton Lawson appearing
as a witness on behalf of Morgan. Chesebro then immediately applied to the same
magistrate for a warrant against Morgan, for & debt of about two dollars, claimed
1 be dueefrom him to Aaron Ackley, a tavern keeper, which debt Chesebro
alleged, was assigned to him. Judgment was entered against Morgan for two dol-
Jars and sixty-nine cents, debt and costs, and an execution imwmediately issued,
which was put into the hands of Halloway Hayward, then present. Morgan took
off his coat, and -offered it to the constable to levy upon, for the debt. The con-
stable declined receiving it, and arrested Morgan and committed him to the jail of Ca-
nandaigua the same evening, on the execution. He remained in custody in Canan-
daigua jail, until the evening of the next day.

mmediately after Morgan was committed to jail, Loton Lawson, a farmer resi-
ding near Canandaigua, procured a horse and went to Rochester the same night, a dis-
tance of twenty-eight miles, and returned the next morning a little after breakfast.
He went to bed soon after his return, and informed the innkeeper where he slept, that
some gentlemen from Rochester would l‘S:a“ for him in the course of the day. On
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the 12th of September, Burrage Smith and John Whime[vl, of Rochester, took the
lt;?e from that place in the morning, for Canandaigua. They were joined by James
Gillis, at Victor, ten miles distant from Canandaigua, and all three arrived at the
latter place early in the afternoon of the same dag. Smith and Whitney called l;ﬁon
Loton Lawson, in the evening of the same day, September 12, Loton Lawson called
at the jail a little after dark, and asked for William Morgan. The jailer was absent,
and Lawson informed the jailer’s wife, that he wished to pay the debt for which Mor-
gan was confined, and take him away. Mrs. Hall, (the jailer’s wife,) declined ac-
cepting the amount of the execution, on the ground that she did not know the amount,
and also refused to permit Lawson to have any private conversation with Morgan.
Lawson asked Morgan, however, in the presence of Mrs. Hall, if he would go home
with him if he would pay the debt and take him out? To which Morgan answerad,
that he would ;- hawson then expressed great anxiety to get Morgan out that night,
and pressed Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt which she still declined.
Lawson went out and returned soon with another person, whom Mrs. Hall can-
not identify, and insisted on her receiving the amount of the execution. Mrs. Hall
peremptorily refused. He went away and returned again, reiterating his request
with the same effect. He went away again, and soon returned with Edward Saw-
er, who advised Mrs. Hall to receive the amount of the debt, and let Morgan go.
he still refused. She subsequently consented to discharge Morgan, at the request
of Nicholas G. Chesebro, who was the real ;I:vllaintiﬂ' in the execution, and took the
keys of the prison for the purpose of opening Morgan’s cell. Before she opened the
coll, Lawson gave a single whistle at the front door, which brought a man to the
Jjail steps. Morgan’s cell was unlocked; he came out, and Lawson took him by his
arm, and went towards the door of the prison hall, which was unlocked by a person
on the outside, and they went out. Before they left the jail steps, Morgan was
seized with violence by Lawson, and the person who was called there by his whistle.
Morgan struggled, and cried ¢ Murder,” once or twice, resisting as much as possible,
and in the struggle his hat fell off. Edward Sawyer and Nicholas G. Chesebro
were waiting near the jail steps, and when the struggle commenced, they followed
Morgan and the two men who were with him, and who were going eastwardly from
the jail. Chesebro eame up with them, and stopped Morgan’s outery by thrusting
a handkerchief, or something similar, into his mouth. Sawyer gave a distinct rap
upon the curb of a well, at which signal, Hiram Hubbard drove up with a two horse
carriage, which had been harnessed, and was in waiting for the purpose. He over-
took the party, having Morgan in their possession, a few rods east of the jail, when
two of them thrust Morgan into the carriage, and then got in themselves. The car-
riage immediately turned around, and drove through Canandaigua, Main street,
northerly. This was about nine o’clock in the evening, and it was a bright moon-
light night. Loton Lawson, Burrage S8mith, John Whitney, James Gillis, and pro-
bably one or two other persons, whose names are not known, either rode in, or
accompanied, the carriage containing Morgan. It would seem, that this carriage
was accempanied most of the distance by out riders, either on horse back, or in
some separate conveyance. A sulkey with a man in it, started from Canandaigua just
after the carriage drove through the street, for which it arpeared to have been wait-
ing some time ; it drove past the carriage about three miles from Canandaigua, and
stopped at Victor over night. At Victor, the carriage containing Morgan and the
party with him, drove into Enos Gillis’ yard, back of his barn, and out of sight from
the road ; and the party remained there about an hour, and took some refreshment.
James Gillis here took a horse from his brother’s stable, and it would also seem, that
one other of the party accompanied or preceded the carriage on horse back, when it
left Victor. On the morning of the 13th September, between 4 and 5 o’clock, Ezra
Platt, alivery stable keeper in Rochester, and a royal arch mason, was called upon
for a carriage to go to Lewiston, and requested it to be sent to Enswdrth’s tavern
in the village. Platt has sworn that he did not know who it was that called, or who
wanted the carriage. He called up Orson Parkhurst, one of his drivers, who is also
a mason, and directed him to prepare the carriage. Platt charged the hire of the
carriage, as he has sworn, to “ The Grand Chapter, pro tem.” He has not yet re-
ceived his pay for such a singular charge.
The carriage containing I&m'gan, and the party with him, drove into Rochester
about day dawn, and Hubbard watered his horses at the public reservoir, near the
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centre of the village. He has testified that one individual alighted from the earriage
here, and was absent about fifteen minutes, when the same person returned as he
supposed. The carriage then drove north, about three miles from Rochester, where
the ridge road turns off from the river road. It stopped at the tavern at the inter-
section of the two roads a short time, with the intention of feeding. For some
reason this intention was abandoned, and Hubbard drove the carriage about half a
mile from the tavern, on the ridge road, and set down the whole party in the road,
at a distance from any house, and near a piece of wood. The curtains of this car-
riage, so far as it had been seen by day light, were closed. After Hubbard had se:
his party down, he returned, with the curtains of his carriaglg rolled up. Soon after
the carriage left the tavern, going west, Edward Doyle, of Rochester, rode up, on a
horse belonging to Ezra Platt, and inquired if such a carriage had passed, and which
way it went, %eing informed, he followed after it. Platt’s carriage, driven by Orson
Parkhurst, with sorue individuals in it, soon drove on the same road. It took up the
party that Hubbard had left in the road, or a portion of them, with Morgan, and
drove west. Edward Doyle, on horse back, amr four or five persons in Hubbard’s
carriage, returned to Rochester

A gentleman of Clarkson had engaged a pair of horses of Silas Walbridge, of that
place, to put before a carriage. The carriage driven by Parkhurst drove up to Clark-
son about 9 o’clock in the morning, with the curtains and windows closed, though it
was a warm day. This is about fifteen miles west of the place where Parkhurst
took in his party. U};’on its arrival in the street of Clarkson, the gentleman who had
engaged W};lbndge’s orses, told him that he should not want them, and immediately
got into his sulkey, and drove about two and a half miles further west, and en-
gaged a é)a.u' of horses of one Captain Isaac Allen, a farmer. The carriage did not
stop in Clarkson, but drove on to Allen’s. Upon its arrival, Allen’s horses were
taken out of the orchard, where they had been drawing apples, and were harnessed
to the carriage which Parkhurst drove, in exchange for the horses which he had
before driven ; and Parkburst mounted the box again, and drove on west. When
the carriage arrived at Gaines, about fifteen miles west of Clarkson, Elihu Mather,
residing at that place, took the horses of his brother, James Mather, and followed the
carriage, which had passed west through the village. He overtook-it at some dis-
tance from the village, where the horses were exchan]%ed in the street, at a distance
from any house. When the exchange was effected, Elihu Mather himself got upon
the box, and drove the carriage west, while Parkhurst returned east, with Allen’s
horses. “

The stage which had left Rochester early the same morning, arrived at Murdoch’s
tavern before the carriage containing Morgan passed. A gentleman of high stand-
ing, of Rochester, was one of the passengers in the stage ; when the stage arrived at
Murdoch’s tavern, this gentleman called the man aside who then had charge of the
tavern, and asked him if he was a royal arch mason; being answered in the nega-
tive, he asked for writin%materials, with which he wrote a note, and despatched a
boy with it to Jeremiah Brown, residing in that vicinity. Jeremiah Brown came to
the tavern soon after, and held a conversation with him. When the stage went
on, Brown and the gentleman both went on, in it. Soon after, Brown returned to
the tavern with two horses, riding one and leading the other. When the carriage
containing Morgan came along, which was soon after; Elihu Mather, who was then
driving it, beckoned to Brown after the carriage had passed the house a short dis-
tance, and Brown went up to him, and appeared to hoid some conversation with
him. The carriage drove on. Brown took his horses, and followed on after it ; but
it would seem that he left his horses, and got on to the carriaie himself. Burrage
Smith had followed the Morgan carriage in a sulkey, but he had not overtaken it
when the carriage arrived at Murdoch’s. _The carriage stopped at evening, at the
. tavern of Solomon C. Wright, in New Fane, Niagara county, where the road
turns off to Lockport, and about three miles distant therefrom. It was here driven
into the barn and the doors closed, and the party remained at this place some time,.
to procure refreshments, and to make arrangements for relieving those who had tra-
velled in the carriage with Morgan all day, and the whole of the previous night, and
who must necessarily have been greatly fatigued. . :

Burrage Smith waentto Lockport in his sulkey, and together with Jated Darrow
called upoxﬁli.BLce. thg sheriff of Niagara county, and informed him that Morgan
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was in their possession, and was going to Canada ; and requested Bruce's assistance
in getting him along. Bruce.anﬁ some others went to Wright’s, where several per—
sons were assembled. Bruce and David Hague got into the carriage with Morgan
Elihu Mather drove, and Jeremiah Brown was on the box with him, and they left
Wright's about ten o’clock in the evening. The persons who came there with Mor-
gan, probably most of them went to Lockport that night, and went into Lewiston the
next day in a stage coach. At Molyneux’s tavern, six miles distant, they stopped ;
and Bruce procured Molyneux’s horses, in exchange for Mather’s. An individual
accompanied the carriage on horse back. Brown then drove, and they reached
Lewiston, fourteen miles distant from Molyneux’s, somewhat after midnight. The
carriage was driven around to a back street, and unharnessed. Samuel Burton, one
of the proprietors of the stage line, at Lewiston, was called upon for assistance. He
called up Corydon Fox, one of his drivers, and directed him to harness a carriage.
He did so, and drove up to the tavern. Bruce got upon the box with him, and by
his direction, Fox drove around to the back street, where the other carriage was un-
harnessed, when Morgan was taken out of the one carriage, and put into the carriage
which Fox drove. Bruce and Hague got in with him, and Fox, by Bruce’s diree-
tion, drove to Youngstown. They calgled at the house of Colonel William King,
at Youngstown, and stopped. Bruce alighted and called up King, who came out
with Bruce, and both got into the carriage. Fox drove on towards the fort, by
Bruce’s direction, and when arrived at the burying ground near the fort, he was told
to stogi He did so, when the persons having Morgan in charge, got out, together

organ, and all four walked off, arm In arm, towards the fort, and Fox was
told he might return. Morgan was hoodwinked and bound at this time. It appears
that arrangements had .been previously made, for the reception of Morgan upon

the Canada side of the river, with persons residing upon that side. After thz iarty

left the carriage, they went to the ferry house, and Colonel King called up Edwa
Giddins, who then kept the ferry. All of them crossed the river, together wi -

* “Qins, und landed nearly opposite to the fort, at some distance from any dwelling.
y HPP y g

Mr. Giddins and David Hague remained at the boat with Morgan, while Colonel
King and Sheriff Bruce went into the village of Niagara, to see the masons with
whom it had been arranged to receive their victim. They were absent about two
hours, and returned with two other men, one of whom was Edward McBride, then
a member of the parliament of Upper Canada. After some conference, it was deter-
mined to bring l\li)organ back again, inasmuch as the arrangements for his reception
in Canada were not yet complete. This event had probably been anticipated, as
both Giddins and the keeper of the fort had been requested, two or three days pre-
vious, to prepare the magazine for the reception of Morgan, which they had accord-
in§ly done, by removing the principal part of the public property from it. After the
refusal of the Canada masons to receive Morgan, the same persons who had taken
him across the river, re-crossed with him, and placed him in the magazine, which
had been so prepared for his reception, and locked -him--iw.~. This was some time
before day dawn, on the morning of the 14th September, 1826. Morgan was left
in charge of Edward Giddins. The fort was unoccupied by troops, and indeed was
entirely deserted, except by Giddins and the keeper, and their respective families.

On the 14th day of September, 1826, a royal arch chapter was installed at Lewis-
ton ; which event callad together a very considerable assemblage of masons, of that
degree, from Rochester, Buffalo, Lo;{port, and other places in that vicinity. It
would appear from the testimony of one or two witnesses, and the statements of
others, that scarce an individual mason, attending that installation, could have been
ignorant of the fact, that Morﬁan was at that time confined in the magazine of fort

iagara. It appears to have been a subject of conversation among them, and several
were then informed that such was the fact. Onthe day of the installation, Giddins
remained at the fort, to see that all was kept safe. He, together with John Jackson,
went to the magazin®*for the purpose of carrying Morgan some food. Morgan re-
fused to admit them, and said he would starve rather than fall into their hands ; and
he made so great an outery as to render it necessary to dispatch Jackson to Lewiston,
to procure the assistance of some one to silence him. David Hague came down ih
haste, a distance of seven miles, but did not succeed in quieting Morgan. Two
other persons were then sent down from Lewiston, and one of them, (Loton Lawson)
of whom Morgan seemed to have a great dread, went into the magazine, and suc-
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ceeded in stilling him. In the evening, twenty or thirty persons, besides those be- ,

longing to the fort, came from Lewiston, and were at the fort. About midnight,
seven iersons, all royal arch masons, held a consultation on the plain near the grave
yard, some rods distant from the fort, as to the manner in whicg Morgan should be
disposed of. There seemed to be but one opinion among them all : that Morgan had
forfeited his life, for a breach of his masonic obligations; and that it was their duty
as masons, to see that the penalty was executed. They came to a determination to
proceed in a body and seize Morgan, and perform their own duty, by casting him
into the river. After they had started to carry this determination into effect, one of
the company discovered a reluctance to go such lengths, which encouraged others to
remonstrate, and the project was abandoned for that time, On the night of the
15th, a similar consultation was held between four persons, as to the disposition of
Morgan, but nothing was decided upon. At this consultation, Colonel King became
offended with Mr. Giddins, for expressing a desire that Morgan should be released ;
and Giddins surrendered to him the key of the magazine, which was afterwards en-
trusted to the care of Elisha Adams. It is known that Morgan remained confined
in the magazine during the 16th and 17th, and it is believed that he was so confined
until the 19th of September.

As to the disposition of Morgan, after the evening of the 14th of September, no-
thing has yet been made known judicially, but circumstances are strong, to-induce
the belief, that he was put to death on the night of the 19th of September, 1826, by
being cast into the depths of Niagara river. Several persons have been informedy
by those who were understood to be cognizant of the guilty secret, that such was the
fact, and Hiram B. Hopkins, has testified, that he, as a mason, was informed in
January, 1827, that Morgan had been murdered. William P. Daniels who was called
as a witness, at the late trials at Lockport, refused to answer a question, on the ground
that he might criminate himself as an accessary to the crime of murder, although he
was told expressly by the judge, that he must have better evidence, that a murder
had been committed, than the public possessed, before he could decline answering on
such ground.

It will strike any one, on hearing a recital of the facts connected with the abdue-
tion of William Morgan, that the combination to effect that measure, must have been
very extensive, embracing a large number of individuals. The judicial examinations
of :{ne subject have brought out very many names as connected in a nearer or more
remote degree, with the transaction at some stage of its progress. The bare seizure
and transportation of a man from such a distance, rendered the employment of many
agents, a matter of absolute necessity, and itis now well known that many knew of
it, who took no active part in the infraction of the laws. It was probably known to
numbers of the lodge-going masons, in several of the western counties of New York,
that some measures were contemplated to be taken for the suppression of Morgan's
intended publication ; and it has Eeen judicially proven, that measures, which con-
templated the use of violence, to effect this object, were matter of discussion among
masons in the lodge room.

It would be paturally supposed, that a conspiracy, so wide spread, the exceution
and knowledge of which was confided to so many individuals, would not oppose for-
midable difficulties to a complete exposure by judicial investigation. In the history
of crime, those which employ the most accomplices, are usually the easiest of detec-
tion, particularly if the agency of some partake but slightly of guilt. But such was
not the case in the investigation of this violation of the laws, and the difficultier
which were encountered, will be hereafter noticed. '

In January, 1827, the trial of Nicholas G. Chesebro, Edward Sawyer, Loton
Lawson, and John Sheldon, for their agency in the conspiracy, was brought on be-
fore Judge Throop, at Canandaigua; the three first, under the advice of co_unsol.
pleaded guilty, and the only question, as to the last to be tried, was the identity of
the man. This course excluded the testimony in relation to the conspiracy, W .lch
was anxiously looked for by the cgmblic. Lawson was sentenced to two years im-
prisonment in the county jail of Ontario county, Chesebro to one year, and Sawyer,
to one month. Sheldon was found guilty and sentenced to three months imprison-
ment.

In April, 1827, Jesse French, James Hurlburt, Roswell Willcox, and James Gan-
), were tried at Batavia, in Genessee county, for the forcible arrest of David C.
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Miller. They were all found guilty, but Ganson : French was sentenced to an impri-
sonment of one year, Wilcox for six months, and Hurlburt for three months.

In February, 1827, several of the persons who went in }he carriage from Canan-
daigua to Batavia, and arrested Morgan, and brought him to Canandaigua, were
tried at the general sessions in Ontario, for forcibly seizing, and falsely imprisoning
William Morgan, and they were acquitted, on the ngound that they were protected
by the warrant for his arrest. In August, 1827, Harris Seymour, Hen oward,

alloway Hayward, Moses Roberts, James Ganson, Chauncey II. Coe, Hiram Hub-
bard, and James Lakey were tried at Canandaigua, for a conspiracy to kidnap and
carry away William Morgan, and were all acquitted. Application had been made
to De Witt Clinton, then governor of the state of New York, for the removal of Eli
Bruce, sheriff of Niagara county, for his participation in the abduction of Morgan.
The sheriffs in the state of New York are elected by the people, but the constitution
provides for their removal by the executive, for good cause shown, on charges pre-
ferred, after giving the officer time for his defence. This application was pending
before the governor, for a long time, but on the 26th day of September, 1827, he
issued his proclamation removing Eli Bruce from the office of sheriff.

Eli Bruce, Orsamus Turner, and Jared Darrow, were tried at Canandaigua, in
August, 1828, for their agency in the consriracy; Eli Bruce was found guilty, the
two last were acquitted. A question of law, arising out of the indictment, was
carried up to the supreme court,—decided against the defendant, and he was senten-
ced to an imprisonment of two years and four months in Canandaigua jail.

InMay, 1829, John Whitney and James Gillis were tried at Canandaigua. John
Whitney was convicted and sentenced to an imprisonment of one year and three
months. The Jury could not agree in the case of Eillis-

In November,liy , Elihu Mather was tried at Albion, in Orleans county, and
after a trial which consumeéd nearly two weeks, he was acquitted by the verdict of
the jury. A motion for a new trial was made by the special attorney, but the
supreme court denied it.

n June, 1830, Ezekiel Jewet, and Jeremiah Brown, were tried at Lockport, in
Niagara county, and were severally acquitted. In addition to these trials, there are
jndictments now pending and undetermined, against eighteen persons, some of which
will probably not be further prosecuted.

David Hague, William King, and Burrage Smith are dead; William King died
suddenly, the morning after he received information of the testimony of Eli Bruce, on
the trial of John Whitney.

Having thus given a brief history of the abduction of William Morgan, and noticed
the trials growing out of that trausaction, it now becomes the duty of your commit-
tee, to furnish a statement of the conduct and measures of numbers of the masonic
fraternity, to prevent the conviction of those implicated in these gross violations of the
laws of the land. Appalling as is the conviction which is pressed upon us by the
history of that abduction, that hundreds of respectable men, in the western
counties of the state of New York, could be found, who would be willing to
violate the laws of the state, and the sacredness of private property, personal
liberty, and human life, to prevent the publication of Lﬁe secrets of frec masonry,

. Eet1 it would be infinitely more alarming, if it should be found, that great num-

ers of the members of that fraternity, had made use of every possible device
to prevent the discovery of a high handed offence, and to obstruct the administra-
tion of justice, and the due execution of the laws. The first, however extensive the
combination may have been, was but a single outrage, and like hundreds of other
fearful crimes, might have been punished and forgotten, and the public have felt

. secure in the protection of the laws, in witnessing the unobstructed execution of their

nalties. The latter, by unhinging the whole administration of justice, would ex-
ibit a state of facts deeply alarming to a communit{, who eminently repose upon
the laws under which they live for protection, and rely undoubtingly upon their due
and impartial administration. When rumours of these outrages first became public,
the citizens of the community, in which they were perpetrated, felt themselves
called upon to iuvestigate how it was, that a peaccable citizen should be forcibly
seized in a populous village, and transported against his will, one hundred and fifty
miles, through a thickly settled country. As worthy of a free government, they
deemed themselves bound to ascertain why, and by whom, a fellow citizen, enjoying
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the same privileges, was abstracted from the protection of the laws, under circum-
stances which created well grounded suspicions of a horrible fate. ~The inquiries

for information in relation to Morgan, were answered by taunts, reproaches, and Auj»
ridicule. At first, the members of the fraternity were bold enough, openly to declare,

¢ That if Morgan had been put to death, his fate was no more than he deserved ; he
had forfeited his life.” These declarations were made by perhaps hundreds of free-
masons, within two months after the abduction, and there is scarce an individual, Era )
who at that early period took any interest in the investigation, but can call to mind
distinctly, many such declarations, made by respectable and influential men.

‘When intimations were thrown out that an appeal would be made to the laws,
more than one freemason has been heard to say, that the judges were masons, the
sheriffs were masons, and the jurymen would be masons, and set at defiance the re-
quirements of justice.

There seems to have been a determination on the part of the fraternity, not only
to suppress all information in relation to the outrages, but even to repress
inquiries and questionings, which might tend to elucidate it. Individuals who ven-
tured to make remarks which such an infraction of the laws were calculated to
elicit, were made the subjects of unreasonable abuse, and vindictive hostility, by the
lodge-going members of the fraternity. .The public press, which has, in almost every
other instance of alarming crime, been madeP in some measure the mreans of-its-in-
vestigation, or at least of making public its details, was, in this instance, with a single *., -
‘exception as first, awed into the most slavish silence, by the influence of freema-
sonry. The conductors of many of the }mblic prints in western New York, were .
themselves masons, and the proprietors of others, who did not belong to the frater- * : - -
nity, were soon given to understand that it would be most fatal to their interests, to .o
publish any thing in relation to the ill fated Morgan. A single instance may illus- -
trate this species of influence. In the month of October, or November, 1826, Elihu
_F. Marshall, a quaker, and the conductor of a paper, called ‘ The Album,” published
in the village of Rochester, ventured to say, in an editorial article, that the unlawful
abduction of William Morgan ought to he the subject of investigation. The paper
with an article of this import had no sooner appeared, than Edward Doyle, a knight
templar, and treasurer of the Monroe Encampment, rushed into the office of the
Album in a storm of rage, ordered his paper to be discontinued, and his advertise-
ments stopped, and told Marshall if he did not cease publishing articles against the
masonic fraternity, many others would take the same course, but that if he retracted
the next week, all might yet be well. Doyle then went to the printing office of a
royal arch mason, and boasted * that he had shut the quaker’s head.”” = We regret
to add, that the timid editor quailed under the masonic threat, and in his next paper
made a partial retraction of his previous article. .

In addition to the difficuities thrown in the way of investigation, by the silence of
the public press, thus coerced, the public mind was distracted and misled by false
statements, in relation to the re-appearance of Morgan, published in prints under
masonic control ; so much so, that public belief upon this subject was for a long
tirae unsettled, and the efforts of the investigation paralyzed. There can be little
doubt but that the authors of such statements contemplated such results, and hoped,
if possible, by these means to avert punishment from the guilty, or to excite doubts
“as to the guilt of the agents in the abduection. It should not be forgotten either, that
Corydon Fox, who was heedlessly selected to drive the carriage from Lewiston to
fort Niagara, not being at the time a mason, was, a few days after, admitted to a
membership in the fraternity, without fee or reward, in the hope, doubtless, that his
masonic obligations, thus thrust upon him, would effectually seal his lips, as to the
transactions which he witnessed, on that eventful night.

At the time of Morgan’s abduction, the sheriffs of the different counties of the state
of New York had the sole power of selecting, and summoning, the grand juries for
the several courts within their respective counties ; and such selection was made a
short time previous to the session of each court. At the same period, also, the she-
riffs of the respective counties of Erie, Niagara, Genessee, Orleans, Livingston, Mon-
roe, and Ontario, which were the theatre of the outrage, were all masons, and it is
believed, that all of them were of the degree of royal arch. . -

A grand jury, which met in Genessee county after the abduction, was convened in

February, 18%: Doctor Samuel 8. Butler, of Stafford, in that county, was ap-
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pointed foreman. He was a knight templar, and a large portion of the jury were
masons. He said to one of the jurymen, also a knight templar, “a majority of the
Jjurors are masons ; we have got the stuff in our own hands, and our friends must not
be indicted.”

The first grand jury which was summoned in Niagara county, (of which Eli Bruce
was sheriff,) after inquiries began to be made in relation to the outrage, met in Ja-
nuary, 1827. Sixteen masons were summoned on that grand jury, and several who
were friendly to the institution. No examination was, however, made before that
grand jury, as the witnesses had been supceenaed to attend at that time in Canandai-
ﬁua upon the .trial of Chesebro and others. At the court of Oyer and Terminer,

eld in Niagara county, in April, 1827, the sheriff again summoned the grand jurors.
There were twenty-one members present, thirteen of them were freemasons, and
and six friendly to them. Paul Haws, who has since been found to be an important
witness, and Norman Shephard since indicted for the Morgan conspiracy, were two
of these grand jurors. At the May sessions, a majority of masons were summoned
on the jury, and at the September sessions, about half of the jurors were freemasons,
but there were a number who were warmly in favour of the institution. Eli Bruce,
however, was indicted at Canandaigua, a short time before the September sessions.

Complaint was made against Eli Bruce, sheriff of the county, before the April
grand jury, for being concerned in the abduction of Morgan. The foreman, a free-
mason, examined the witnesses. In the course of the examination, one of the other

jurors ventured to ask a witness some questions. The foteman called this juror aside
and privately solicited him, thereafter, to refrain from asking questions. Some of
the jurors had been furnished with questions in writing, to put to particular witnesses,
with a view of eliciting the truth. It was known that sucﬂ papers were in the room,
and the jury voted, by a large majority, that no use should be made of them.
One juror insisted, however, on making use of them. One witness stated that he
knew nothing which would go to convict any person upon: being called upon to
state what he did know, he asked to be excused, because he was poor, and his testi-
mony wmight prove his ruin. A large majority of the jury voted to excuse him from
answering. One of the jurors pertinaciously Insisted upon the witness’ answer, and
after a long debate, finally obtained his answer. One witness, notwitstanding all
the cunning in keeping the questions, did testify to Bruce’s acknowledgement of
his agency in carrying Morgan to Niagara. Several witnesses were afterwards
called to impeach the testimony of this witness, and one or two did answer that
he was not to believed on his oath. One witness testified, that he had beemn
informed by a respectable individual in Canada, in whom the witness had full confi-
dence, that Morgan had been carried to fort Niagara, thence to the Canada shore,
and was from thence returned to the fort again,—that Morgan had been put to death,
and that his body wasin the bottom of Niagarariver, and might be fotind, if searched
for immediately, and that he, (the informant,) could tell the place where it could be
found. The witness stated that he received this information from a mason, who
enjoined the witness to keep his name a secret, as if known, his life would be the.
forfeit. One juror insisted that the witness should name the person who gave him
this information, but he refused, and nearly, if not quite all the other jurors
presext, sustained the witness in his refusal, and he was allowed to retire without
answering the question. - While this jury was in session, the foreman took Eli
Bruce privately into a side room, and was there with him some time. This grand
jury, so far from finding any indictment against Eli Bruce, or any other person, drew
up a presentment to the_court, that they had discovered nothing which would
authorise them to find a bill against any person, and also framed and sent a memo-
rial to the governor, in which they stated that there was not a shadow of testimony
implicating Eli Bruce, as guilty of, or accessary to the abduction of Morgan, with the
exception of one witness, who was so contradicted, and whose general reputation
was so bad, that they did not place any reliance upon it.

It is very certain that a series of queations, to be propounded tothe witnesses, had
been so framed, that the witnesses could answer without eliciting any dangerous in-
formation. This must have been the case, or real perjury must have been repeatedly
committed, on the investigation before them. All the important witnesses to trace
the whole abduction from Rochester to fort Niagara, were examined before this
grand jury; the same witnesses, upon whose testimony, bills have been found in



25] ABDUCTION OF MORGAN. 11

other cases, and convictions had. Thirteen of the witnesses examined before this grand
Jjury, have been since indicted, not one of whom protected himself on the examination,
on the ground that he should criminate himself. Three of them, David Hague, Orsamus
Turner, and Jared Darrow, have since been shown by the testimony of Eli Bruce,
himself, to have had a criminal agency in the abduction. Edward Giddins, in his
published ¢ Statement of Facts,” says, he was subpenaed before this grand jury,
which much alarmed those who were implicated. One of them informed Giddins,
that he would go and see the foreman, and state to him Giddins’ situation, that he
might know how to question him, so that his agswers might not injure others. He
subse;luently informed Giddins that he had told the foreman what Giddins knew of
the affair, and that the foreman would put no question but what Giddins could safely
answer.

Hiram B. Hopkins, a royal arch mason, a deputy under Bruce, and personall
kuowing to the abduction of Morgan at the time, says, in a published letter, dated,
February 28, 1830.—¢ After the abduction of Captain Morgan, I used frequently to
ask the masons how they expected to escape punishment for that outrage, adding
that if found out, the perpretrators of the deed would have to suffer the reward due
-to their crimes. They have told me time and again, that they would never be
brought to punishment, because all were masons with whom they had to deal, and
particularly the sheriffs of those counties, in which the offence was committed, were
all masons, who had the selecting of the grand juries: that no grand jury would be
summoned without being two thirds masons. And when the time arrived for sum-
moning the grand jury for this county, (Niagara,) I had my orders not to summon
any but such as were particularly friendly to the masonic institution. Says Bruce,
we must have at least two thirds of them masons, and the others friendly to the
order. If we have all masons tho.ajy will suspect us. The jury was accordingly
sammoned. The subject of the abduction was brought before them. The district
attorney was a royal arch mason who knew all about the Morgan affair, in my
opinion, and the foreman of the jury was one of the warmest zealots of the order in
the county. If I mistake not, more than two thirds of the jury were masons. The
district attorney and foreman, so framed the questions propounded to the witnesses,
that after thus examining them, they drew up an instrument signed by all the jury,
the substance of which was, thrat they had no reason to believe that Morgan had ever
passed through this county.”

When the inhabitants of Monroe county first held their meeting, to take into con-
sideration the outrages, and devise means for their investigation, the meeting at
that time, Flaced so much confidence in the professions of willingness, made b
members of the fraternity, to aid in the investigation of these outrages, that they
appointed four or five masons upon the committee of iavestigation. This committee,

ter their appointment, held their meetings, and commenced upon their inquiries,
and at-the same time entered into an honorary obligation with each other, not to
disclose any information which might be obtained by the committee, only so far as
was necessary to procure the arrest of offenders that might be discovered. The
members of the committee who were not masons, soon ascertained that the lodge-
going members of the fraternity in the village, were kept constantly informed of the
proceedings of the committee, and of the information which they had collected. One of
the masonic members of this committee, then a knight templar, stated at a lodge meet-
ing, soon after the committee was appointed, * that he had no doubt that what had
been done with Morgan was intended for the best, but it had turned out otherwise,
and was an unfortunate business. That he did not wish to know any thing aboutiit,
he was on the committee, and cautioned them if they knew any thing about the
business, to keep it to themselves, as he was in a delicate situation.” The other
members of the committee soon ascertained, that no assistance could be expected
from freemasons in aid of the investigation, and felt themselves compelled to with-
draw from them, and pursue their inquiries by themselves.

When the different committees had by great diligence, succeeded in tracing Morgan
to Lewiston, they appointed delegates from among their own members, to proceed
to that place, and push their inquiries as to his final fate. They went there, to the
number of seventeen, in the month of January, 1827. The members of the fraternity
in that place and the vicinity, were obviously alarmed and excited, and collected
from I.ewiston, Niagara Falls, Youngstown, and other places in the vicinity to the
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number of forty or fifty, some of them armed, exhibiting, and ex&ressing the utmost
rage and vindictiveness towards the convention, on account of the purpose of their
meeting. They heaped every epithet of insult and repreach upon those quiet men,
who had come from a great distance with no other purpose than the lawful investi-
gation of an outrage against the laws. They came rudely into the room where
they met, and after insultingly taking the light, and looking around into the
faces of those who were there, extinguished it and left them in darkness. Their
object, evidently was, to provoke the members of the convention to violence and
resistance, and thus to bring on a general affray, which must have terminated in
bloodshed. So disgraceful a result was only prevented by the moderation of the
convention. A gﬁperal conference was had between the two parties, when the dis-
trict attorney of Niagara county, a royal arch mason, reproached them for coming
into his county to investigate a crime which they could look after themselves, and
lavished upon them the most vituperative language and vindictive abuse. It is
almost needless to say, that the convention were not deterred by this violent conduct
from pursuing their inquiries. ’

Soon after the conviction of Chesebro and others, at Canandaigua, and while the
Lewiston convention were holding their meeting, Burrage Smith and John Whitney,
of Rochester, privately left their places of residence. One of the Rochester committee,
soon after, saw Burrage Smith in Albany, and informed Bowen Whiting, Esq. district
attorney of Ontario county, who was also there, of the fact. Mr. Whiting applied to
John O. Cole, police justice of Albany, and an officer of the grand chapter of the state,
for a warrant to arrest Smith for the conspiracy. The magistrate made out the warrant
early in the morning of the 2d of February, 1827, and retained it, to place it in the
hands of an officer for service. Though a constable came into his office soon after
the warrant was made out, and was there again more than once in the forenoon, yet
the warrant was not put into a constable’s hands until the middle of the afternoon.
The constable went immediately to the public house where he was directed to serve it,
and was told by the bar-keeper, that he had a warrant for Smith, but that he was
too late; Smith had escaped. It was soon afterwards ascertained, that Smith and
Whitney had both fled from the northern parts of the United States, and that money
had been furnished to one of them from the funds of the grand chapter, to enable
them to flee from their homes, as fugitives from justice.

In December, after the abduction, Colonel William King, left the state of New
York, and procured the appointment of sutler at Cantonment Towson in the territory
of Arkansas, whither he removed. In December, 1827, Measrs. Garlinghouse,
Bates and Mead, received requisitions from the Eovernor of the state of New York,
addressed to the governors of Louisiana and Arkansas, for the surrender of William
King, charged with the murder, and Burrage Smith and John Whitney, charged
with the abduction of William Morgan, as fugitives from justice. They went to Ar-
kansas, and obtained the necessary pagers from Governor Izard, and proceeded to
Cantonment Towson, which they reached, February 14, !828.

Mr. Garlinghouse went alone, and privately presented his papers to Captain R. B.
Hyde, the commandant at the station, while his companions remained without the
fort. He exhibited the order of the governor,—a letter from the adjutant general
under the direction of the secretary of war, and a letter from Colonel Arbuckle,
commanding officer at Cantonment Gibson, and requested Captain I-]Ifde, to give
assistance in the arrest of William King, then sutler at the station. e refused to
assist, or afford assistance, and refused to furnish a guard for his removal, but said
he would send for Lieutenant Colquhon to accompany him to King's store. He
went out for that urpose, and was absent a short time. Soon after his return, a
report was brought mn that Lieutenant Colquhon could not be found. Another
officer was then sent for, with whom Garlinghouse went to Kiug’s store, but found
he had gone away with Lieutenant Colquhon, and after diligent search he could not
be found. Clark Sanders states, that Captain Hyde had a conversation with Lieu-
tenant Colquhon in his shert absence to lrnd a messenger to send for him, and that
Lieutenant Colquhon stated to Mr. Bates, that he informed King that some one was
in pursuit of him, and went with him into the woods, when he, (the Lieutenant,)
came back and ascertained that King was to be arrested for the murder of William
Morgan, and then directed King’s clerk, to take his (King’s) horse, into the woods,
which he did, and King rode off. It is understood that Captain Hyde, and Lieus

|
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tenant Colquhon were masons. King was not arrested, neither were Smith or
‘Whitney, though they were heard of frequently.

Preparations were made in the winter of 1857, by the Batavia committee, to pro-
cure the arrest of Richard Howard, of Buffalo. for a supposed agency in setting fire
to Colonel Miller’s office. He, however, fled before he was arrested, and from
the affidavit of John Mann, taken in February of that year, there is reason to believe
that he feared punishment for a higher crime than even midnight arson. From ano-
ther affidavit made by Avery Allen, in March, 1829, it would appear that this Richard
Howard came to the city of New York, in February, or March, 1827, and attended
a masonic meeting at St. John’s Hall, in that city, where he confessed in open lodge,
that he assisted in putting Morgan to death, and that he was furnished with funds
by the knight’s companions, then present, to escape to Europe, and that after being
secreted from pursuit by members of the fraternity, he did escape; certain it is, that
no information has been received of this Howard since he absconded, and that the
;ﬂicershof justice have not been able to penetrate the veil of secrecy which concealed

is flight.

One great difficulty that has been met with in the prosecution of the conspirators,
is that of procuring the attendance of masonic witnesses. Witnesses who still be-
longed to the institution, were reluctant in their attendance at court, and frequently
refused to obey the ordinary process of subpena or evaded its service. This was so
often the case, that it was frequently necessary to Erocure their arrest long before
the courts, at which their attendance was wanted, should sit, and place them under
heavy bonds to ensure their attendance. This unusual course was necessarily
ad;:rted' in several instances, when the inefficacy of the ordina? process had been
made most abundantly manifest. Difficulties never encountered in any other pro-
secution were here encountered at every court, and at every step. Witnesses
have been secreted and sent off without the jurisdiction of the courts, and remained
concealed for many months befare any information could be obtained respecting them,
‘These occurrences were so frequent, and of such a character as to‘forgid the belief
that they were the result of individual effort alone. They evinced that extended
combination, which almost irresistibly presses upon the mind the conviction,
that they were the result of the secret and mystic agency of freemasonry, which
alone from its peculiar organization possesses the means of such extensive and
secret concert. gome facts under this head may illustrate this branch of the subject.
In the summer of 1827, Elisha Adams, the same man to whom Giddins transferred
the keys of the magazine, was served with a subpena to attend a court at Canan-
daigua. He started, in obedience to the process, and came as far as Rochester.
From this place all trace of him was lost. He had disappeared, and was not heard
of for months, though the most diligent inquiries were made respecting him, and
even public inquiries in the newspapers were made for him throughout the country.
In the spring of 1828, it was ascertained that he was residing in a secluded manner
in the northern part of Vermont. Measures were taken for his arrest with such
secrecy and despatch, that he was apprebended about 3 o’clock in the morning,
and before he could be advised that his place of residence had become known.,
He expressed no surprise at his arrest, but said that he did expect to have been
informed before any process could be served upon him. In the course of his journey
to Rochester, he conversed freely and fully with the agent having him in charge,
and frequently avowed his determination * to make a clean breast of it,” when
called upon as a witness, by telling the truth. As it was known that he was a reluc~
tant agent of the conspirators, confidence was placed in his promises in this particu-
lar. He continued in this frame of mind until he arrived at lgochester, where he was
at once surrounded by the counsel for the conspirators, and the guilty royal arch com-
panions of that place, who soon succeeded in establishing their mysterious influence
over his canscience, and subjecting him to that obligation of their peculiar cede, which
under the most fearful penalties enjoins the keeping of a companion's secret in all
cases, * murder and treason not excepted.” After his interview with these men, he
manifested a determination not to testify, and from his declarations to an old friend,
we are led to believe that he was deterred from telling the truth by threats of a fate
as horrible as was that of Morgan. )

Orson Parkhurst, the person who drove Platt’s carriage, containing Morgan, from
Rochester westward, as soon as the outrages became a matter of public investiga.
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tion, was found to be absent. No trace of him could be found, and attempts were
made to mislead the committees, by representing that he had gone to Michigan, and
other places, widely different from the place of his actual concealment. The most
diligent inquiries were made respecting him for months, and even years, and all
hopes of penetrating the concealment which screened him, were nearly abandoned,
when his place of residence was discovered, in August, 1829. Prompt, efficient, and
secret measures were immediatelﬂ taken, to secure his attendance as a witness, and
he was unexpectedly arrested in the eastern part of Vermont. He had supposed that
all danger of finding him had passed; and he was living in the fancied security, that
if any danger of this kind threatened him, he should receive timely information. He
was regularly advised by his Rochester brethren of all that transpired; and twice
during his absence, George Ketchum, a pensioned agent of the fraternity, had visited
him. Twice, also, had he left his place of residence, and at each time, spent some
months hiding in another state. He was brought as far as Albany; in the mean
time, the fraternity at Rochester had become suspicious of the true state of the case,
and sent on to Aflbany, that he must, at all events, be abstracted from the person
having him in charge. Possessed of these instructions, agents were employed to
keep a vigilant watch ; and when he left Albany, in charge of the agent of the state,
he was followed by an agent of the fraternity. He was thus pursued westward,
nearly two hundred miles. At Montezuma, an unknown person came on board the
canal boat in which Parkhurst was, just at night. He did not give his name, and
no one knew him. That night, the unknown individual and Parkhurst escaped from
the boat, and no tidings have been leard of him since. Parkhurst was himself a
mason, and if he had testified to the truth, would have been a most important wit-
ness. It is believed, that his testimony would have disclosed the agency of several

rsons in Rochester in the conspiracy, against whom no proof had hitherto been

ound. They had therefore a deep stake in his absence.

The driver of the stage west, on the morning when Morgan was carried through
Rochester, might, by his testimony, have thrown some light upon the subject. l-sle
also left the place, and when at length it was ascertained, in August, 1829, where he
was, measures were taken to secure his attendance as a witness. Although these
measures were taken with every precaution of secrecy, yet, by some unaccountable
means, he became informed of them, and fled just before the officer arrived to arrest
him; and the information that might have been derived from his testimony was
entirely lost.

Isaac Farwell was present at Solomon C. Wright’s, on the evening of the 13th of
September, when the party was there with Morgan; and as they remained at that
K;ace several hours, and procured an accession to the number of the conspirators,

s testimony was exceedingly important. He, however, with the assistance of mem-
bers of the masonic fraternity, so skilfully avoided the process that was issued to
compel his attendance, that the: public prosecutor only succeeded once in getting him
before a grand jury. After that, he forfeited the bonds which he had given for his
appearance to testify on trial; and not all the constant exertions of vigilant officers
were sufficient to discover him again. For many months, he was secretly flying from
county to county, and as the approach of courts rendered new exertions to secure
him probable, hiding in Canada, without the jurisdiction of state process. Just pre-
vious to the last special circuit, held in Niagara county, the prosecuting officer of that
county ascertained that he had passed through Lockport but a short time previous,
and supposing that it was his intention to visit his family, who resided three miles from
that place, he sent an officer there to secure him. Farwell did not visit his family,
though he had not seen them for many months. It was subsequently ascertained,
that he had been informed of the hazard to which he exposed some of the fraternity,
by an appearance so open, and that he was taken by the wife of Solomon C. Wright,
and smuggled off to Canada the same night, without even being permitted to visit
his own house, or to inform his wife that he was in that vicinity. hese are not the
only instances of witnesses absconding or being secreted, but if all were to be enu-
merated, the detail would be found to be too tedious. There are circumstances ex-
isting in relation to some of them, which leave the irresistible presumption upon the
mind that they were hired, at a heavy expense, to leave their houses and their busi-
ness, in order that their testimony might not place the reputation, the liberty, and
the lives of some members of the fraternity at hazard, -
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Edward Giddins was told, if he would leave the country to save his friends, any
amount of money which he should demand was ready for him, and had been fur-
nished for the express purpose. An extravagant sum was also offered for his pro-
perty, if he would go, by a mason, who said he was authorized to make the purchase,
and that the money had been furnished by the grand lodge for the purpose.

The conduct of masonic witnesses on the stand, after their attendance had been se-
cured, is also worthy of a few remarks. With very few exceptions, they manifested an
evident reluctance to testify. In some other cases, they testified with obvious and pal-
pable falsehood. Some of them exercised a species of casuistry, in relation to
their judicial oath, which is not a little remarkable. It seems that those implicated
had argued themselves into the belief, that there was no greater sin than the break-
ing of a masonic oath; that if they told the truth in relation to the outrage, they
should divulge a secret which they were masonically bound to keep, which would
criminate themselves ; and that, therefore, their only course was to testify that ¢ they
knew nothing about the affair.” Strange as is the infatuation manifested by this
reasoning, there was not wanting a counsellor of the supreme cofrt, a royal arch
mason, to advise them, that if they were implicated in the affair, they might safely
swear, that * they knew nothing about it,” instead of protecting themselves from
answering at all, on the ground that it would criminate themselves. Certain it is,
that many witnesses, to whop circumstances almost unerringly pointed, as having
a knowledge of, or being implicated in, some portion of the transaction, did come
forward, and solemnly make oath, that ¢ they knew nothing about the affair.” Some
others, who did pretend to give an account of their knowledge of the transaction,
testified in such a way, as to leave an impression ui)on the mind of every auditor,
that they had not satisfied that part of their judicial oath, which required them to
tell the whole truth. No man, who heard the testimony of Hiram Hubbard, Ezra
Platt, Solomon C. Wright, and some others, could believe for a moment, even from
their own statements, that they had disclosed all they knew of the affair. The evi-
dence that was extracted from witnesses of this character, was absolutely wrung
from them, so relactant did they appear to disclose. Witnesses, in several instances,
came into court with their own counsel, a circumstance unheard of in courts of jus-
tice before, to advise with them what questions they were legally bound to answer.
They would frequently refuse decidedly to answer a question, even after its propriety
had been argued by their own counsel, and decided by the court, and continue in
such contumacious conduct until the order was made out for their commitment, and
then their firmness would give way, and a reluctant answer would be forced from
them. Some of them, of more determination of purpose, or having more important
secrets to conceal, stood out in their refusal to answer until the last. In March,
1829, Isaac Allen refused to answer a question, before the grand jury of Monroe
county ; the jury reported him to the court, which determined, after solemn argument,
that J;e witness could not protect himself from answering the question. He, how-

ever, still refused, and was committed for the contempt. In June, 1829, Eli Bruce
was taken before the grand jury of Genesee county, on a habeas corpus, as a wit-
ness, and he refused to be sworn. At a special circuit, held in June last, at Lockport,
in Niagara county, Orsamus Turner was called as a witness, on the trial of Ezekiel
Jewett, the keeper of fort Niagara at the time of Morgan’s confinement there. - The
three following questions were successively put to Turner, as a witness: * Was the
defendant one o? the persons consulted with, in relation to separating Morgan from
his friends at Batavia, as a means of suppressing the contemplated publication of &
book concerning the secret of freemasonry !’ ¢ Do you know that the defendant,
Ezekiel Jewett, was applied to for a place, in or about fort Niagara, for the purpose
of confining William lell:yrgan 1" ¢« Was you ever present when the subject of pre-
}mring a place at fort Niagara, or at any other place within the county of Niagara,
or the confinement of Morgan, was discussed in presence of defendant?”’ He suc-
cessively refused to answer these questions ; and he was sentenced, for this contuma-
cious conduct, for the first contempt, to thirty days imprisonment, and $250 fine, and
for the two last, to thirty days imprisonment, for each contempt. '
On the same trial, Eli Bruce and John Whitney, were called as witnesses, and
successively refused to be sworn. Bruce wassentenced to thirty days imprisonment,
. for this contempt; and Whitney to the like imprisonment, and also to % a fine of
$250. These individuals, are all liable under the laws of the state of New York,
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to be further punished for their contempts, after conviction upon am indictment, by
imprisonment for one year each, and by a fine of $250. It is evident that no slight
cause could have induced them to take this course, and subject themselves to such
punishment. All of these witnesses had been tried for the conspiraey, and could
not, therefore, be called in question again for that offence. No other individuals
could be indicted thereafter, for any lesser offence than murder, as the statute of
limitations had then barred prosecutions for any other offences connected with the
Morgan outrage. It would seem as if the fraternity had set down, and coolly counted
the cost of the matter; and had come to the determination, that it was wise to shut
the door completely against the bare chanee of establishing the murder of Morgan,
by any facts or inferences to be derived from their testimony, even though it should
be done at the expense of the liberty and property of some of its members. In these
instances, the power of the fraternity came into collision with the laws of the land
in & most marked manner, and set them, and their penal requirements at defiance,
and prevailed in the conflict. The laws were seen to be impotent against a power
80 secret, so murderous, and so overwhelming.

Public officers, who owned the power of the masonic obligations, have been found
waanting in their duty, as officers, In relation to prosecutions connected with this out-
rage. One honourable exception, however, exists, in the case of Bowen Whiting,
Esq. district attorney of Ontario county, who, though a freemason, has fearlessly,
honestly, and effectively, discharged his public duties, and given his best exertions
with considerable success, to bring the offenders to punishment. With this excep-
tion, no assistance whatever has been given during the whole course of the investiga-
tion, by any adhering member of the masonic fraternity, in aid of the purposes of
Jjustice ; on the contrary, individual masons, not particularly implicated in the trans-
action, have interposed every obstacle in their power, to prevent the developement
of truth. Indeed it was apparent to every one, that freemasons, both collectively
and individually, were decigedly opposed to any investigation of the outrages, and
determined to suppress inquiry, 1f any effort of theirs could suppress it. Purses have
been liberally opened, exertions have been freely given, to prevent convictions, to
enable offenders to .elude justice, and to aid in the removal and concealment of
important witnesses. Theugh several of the conspirators have been convicted by an
impartial jury of their country, and some of them have even confessed their guilt,
yet not a single one of them has been subjected to even a masonic censure. On
the contrary, most of the conspirators have received the marked countenance and sup-
port of the order, been protected by its funds, and shared largely in its sympathies-
and in its patronage ; and even some of them, after their agency in the conspiracy,
had been generally known, and publicly proven, have been raised to a still higher
rank in the honours of the institution, as a reward, avowed in the case of Eli Bruce,
for the very acts which should have consigned them to infamy and punishment.
The severity of their punishment has been alleviated in every possible manner, by
the sympathy, encouragement, and countenance of their masonic brethren ; and the
disgrace which usually attends a criminal conviction, has been in a measure averted,
by cheering the unfortunate men upon whom it presses, with the idea that it was a mar-
tyrdom in the cause of heaven descended freemasonry. Indeed there have not been
wanting public papers, which have dared, in the face of abundant proof, to say, that
convicted conspirators were honest, upright, innocent, and persecuted men. The
Rochester Cra&sman, established in the winter of 1829, for the purpose of defending
freemasonry, and_endorsed by men otherwise honourable and respected, grossly
libelled the court, jury and counsel, by whom Eli Bruce and John Whitney were con-
victed, and boldly asserted that they were honest and innocent men, who had fallen
victims to the prejudices of the times. For this libel, its editor was convicted and

unished ; butﬁe set at defiance the laws, and still persisted in the charges for which

e had been brought to justice. John Whitney, after he had returned from the

Southern states, where he had been hiding from justice for many months, was taken
under the patronage of the fraternity, courted, cheered and sustained by them, and
placed in &e way of a lucrative and profitable business. - After his release from the
imprisonment to which he was consigned by the laws of his country, he was received
at ﬁis home with open arms, by the fraternity, and cheered and sustained by their
countenance, support and patronage. Orsamus Turner, who was confined in the
jail of Niagara county, for contumaciously refusing to answer proper and legal ques -
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tions, was lauded in the Craftsman, and other kindred prints, as a miracle of con-
stancy and firmness ; and when the period of his imprisonment had expired, he was
conducted from the jail to a public tavern, in a coach and four, with enthusiastic
demonstrations of respect by the fraternity,

Facts of such a nature exist, as to induce the belief that the fraternity have, by

o eans of the agents of their societies, furnished funds to support individuals convicted
of an offence against the laws, to aid those indicted, and in one instance, te enable
a suspected member to escape from the punishment of the laws of his own state.
Some of those individuals who were first convicted and imprisoned for their partici-
pation in these outrages, were, at the time of their imprisonment, known to be in
embarrassed circumstances, yet, one of these individuals at least, found means to
can;iy on his business while confined in jail, and at the expiration of his period of
confinement, was found to be in better circumstances than at the commencement of
his imprisonment. It has been stated, too, l[? Jarvis F. Hanks, a renouncing mason,
that the Jerusalem chapter, of the city of New York, voted $500 for the benefit of
the ¢¢ western sufferers,” the mystic name by which those members who were suffer-
ing under prosecution, were generally known by the fraternity.. It has also been
stated, under such circumstances as to induce a belief of its truth, that the grand
chapter of the state of New York, at its annual communication, in February, 1827,
by a vote of that body, placed at the disposal of their grand scribe, a considerable sum
of money. Whether this was done by a vote to increase * the charity fund,” or
more expressly for the assistance of the « western sufferers,” we have not the infor-
mation to enable us to determine. It is believed that it was understood by every
member of the grand chapter then present, that the funds so appropriated were for
the purpose of assisting in the defence and the support of the conspirators in the
Morgan outrage. It is also understood, that the officer under whose control such
funds were placed, expended them for the objects and purposes for which they were
appropriated, and made a report at a subsequent communication of the said grand
cﬁapter, that he had so expended them. A portion of this' money is understood to
have been employed in re-imbursing the expenses which individual members had
before sustained in the same great object ; a portion was paid to some of the conspi-
rators, who had become fugitives from their homes and country, for fear of punish-
ment; and a portion was paid for the support of individuals who had been con-
victed of a violation of the laws of the land. It has been stated, too, that further -
sums have been appropriated by the same grand chapter, for similar objects; but the
very organization of t.ge grand chapter, bound, as its members are, to secrecy, by
oalt'[‘;s of surpassing strength, and guarded, as its sessions are, by naked weapons,
would naturally prevent full evidence of its transactions from coming to the know-
ledge of those not admitted within its guarded walls. The guilty secrets of this
mystic body, would hardly pass lips sealed by dreadful oaths, or portals guarded by
drawn swords. There is not, therefore, all that precision in relation to those facts
which would be desirable ; yet it is known from the statement of the officers of the
grand chapter themselves, that the expenditures of that body have been greatly
increased within the last three years, so much so as to encroach greatly upon the
principal of their means. There is reason, also, to believe, that the legislative and
executive councils of the state of New York have not been uncontaminated by ma-
sonic influence, and that there persons have been lent to throw embarrassment in
the way of the conviction of offenders against the laws.

In the winter of 1827, a memorial was presented to the legislature of that state,
setting forth the facts of Morgan’s abduction and murder, and the difficulties which
stood in the way of bringing the pellmtrators of that crime to justice, and prayin
that a committee might be appointed to strengthen the arm of the law. ’Ehougﬁ
the chairman of the committee to whom this memorial was referred, reported in
favour of the prayer of the petitioners, yet this report hardly received a decent con-
sideration, and was thrown indignantly among the papers which were considered
unworthy of legislative interference. In 1830, a convention representinf the anti-
masonic interest of the state of New York, presented a memorial to the legislature
of that state, praying the appointment of a committee, with power to send for persons
and papers, to inquire whether the grand chapter of that state_had interfered in the
administration of justice, or aided, countenanced, or protected the violators of the
laws. Though this memorial preferred he;vy charges against the grand chapter, the
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falsehood of which, if false they were, might have been disproved, by granting the
reference asked, yet the legislature chose to refer it to the attorney general, who

ssed no one of the powers necessary to a full and fair investigation of the sub-
ject. In the winter of 1829, John C. Spencer, Esq. was appointed by the execu-
tive of the state of New York, special counsel to conduct the prosecutions in relation
to the Morgan outrages. He wasa fearless, efficient, faithful and industrious officer,
and entered with honesty, zeal, and energy upon the duties of his appointment. He
prosecuted these duties for one year, and made his report to the executive disclosing
the results of his investigations. Mr. Spencer was treated in such a manner by the
authorities of the state, as to furnish convincing proof, that, in their estimation, he
had been too faithful in the discharge of his duties. His confidential communications
to the executive in relation to the means to be used in proving the crime of murder,
were divulged through the agency of his masonic advisers, as is.understood, to the
counsel of some of the individuals implicated in the outrage.

These are all the facts. which your committee have had time to arrange in relation
to the conduct and measures of masons to prevent a conviction of their fellow
masons of the crime of the abduction and murder of William Morgan, but they are
by no means, all that exist in relation to that subject. If they were all to be noted
down, this report would swell to an inconvenient and perhags unnecessary length.
There are a thousand circumstances which have been noted by those who reside on
the theatre of the outrage, which though minute and trifling in themselves, and
which are, therefore, almost impossible to be communicated to others, yet have
contributed to produce an impression, that the fraternity, both collectively and indi-
vidually, have geen strongl& opposed to any investigation of these high handed -
offences against the laws. he taunts, the sneers, and the ridicule of some, and the
vindictiveness, the malignity, and the threats of others, have gone into the account,
to create a belief that the fraternity generally, with very few exceptions, have done
all in their power to avert punishment from the heads of their offending brethren.
Your committee submit this report of facts without a single comment, and will feel
satisfied if any man, or number of men will be induced by it, to inquire into the
nature of an institution whose principles your committee believe, authorized the
commission of an outrage ugon e liberty and life of a fellow citizen, and prompted
its members to use every effort to avert the just intervention of the laws from the
heads of the offenders.



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Ward, from the Committee ncxt hereafier mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to inquire when, where, and for what purpose free-
masonry was first instituted ? What has been its progress? Where has it flourished
wmost? And what is now the probable number of the fraternity ?

Respectfully report,

WHEN AND WHERE FREEMASONRY ORIGINATED.

‘The origin of an earthly thing, does not always determine its character : but when

. the pride of birth, and the boast of an illustrious ancestry are assumed by a foundling,
the assumption affects the character of the bantling, and proves it to be destitute bo';gh
of virtue and truth.

Freemasonry originated in England. )

Elias Ashmole, the last of the Rosicrucians and Alchymists, was admitted to the
Jreedom of the operative masons’ company, in London, A.D. 1646, and died, 1692.(a)

Robert Plot,?i.D. Ashmole’s librarian, speaks in his Natural History of Stafford-
shire, “of a custom of admitting men into the socicty of freemasons ;" also, ¢ 3/‘ a parch-
ment volume, containing the history and Tules of the “mf masonry ;" and, also, of
their secrets, * that none know but themselves, which I reason to suspect,” he says,
** are, perhaps, as bad as this mystery of the craft itself, than which there is nothing I
ever met with more false and incoherent.” (b)

Plot's Natural History of Staffordshire, written and published between 1666, and
1696, we have not been able ta obtain ; but should the above extracts from a masonic
book, prove to be correct, it contains the earliest printed mention of masonic secrets
within our knowledge. Neither Shakespeare nor Butler make apy allusion to free-
masonry ; the writers neither of romance nor of song, name it in any work of the 17th
century, with which we are acquainted ; nor Milton, nor Dryden, nor Addison.

Freemasonry left its embryo state, in the Alee-uee' Tavern, Charles-street, .
Covent Garden, London, and there assumed a regularform, on the 24th day of June,
A. D. 1717, when the brethren of * the only {our lodges in the south of England,”
elected Mr. Anthony Sayer, by a majority of hands, first grand master of masons. (c)
This grand lodge claims the acknowledgment of its supremacy, by the whole body
of the fraternity throughout the earth. (d) To this same grand lodge, and to those -
which have sprung up at York, Kilwinning, and Edinburgh, in imitation of it, we
are able, by the help of masonic writers, to trace every particle of freemasonry now
scattered over the four quarters of the earth. (e) The name, Franche-maconerie, on
the continent of Europe, preserves the idiom of the English language, at the expense
of a gross violation of propriety in French. (f) And finally, the grand lodge of Eng-
land by treaty with the grand lodge of Germany, dated Berlin, October 20, and
London, November 30, %773, confirmed to the several grand masters of different
German states, the rights already granted, and bestawed all the remaining states
upon the aforesaid grand lodge of Germany in consideration of £25 sterling, to be
paid annually. (g)

FoR WHAT PURPOSE WAS FREEMASONRY INSTITUTED } .

,  Freemasonry was instituted to dupe the simple for the benefit of the crafty. The

(a) Bio. Brit. .
b) Freemason’s Pocket Comg:mon. p- 192. .
e Andex:ov:l"s Constitutions, 2d. Ed. p. 160. Preston, Richard’s Ed. p. 167. Smith, Law-

rie, , and others.

(d) See the Latin insctiption on plate put beneath the corner stone of Freemason’s Hall, Lon-
don, A.D. 1775, as recorded by Preston, p. 310. Smith, p. 83.

(e) Anderson, Scott, Smith, Preston, Robison, and others.

(f) Essais sur la Franche-masonerie. Par J. L. Laurens.

(g) See the treaty in Smith's octavo of Maso:bry. p. 188.
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object it has steadily pursued, tntil its members have attained to mitres and crowns ‘
of masonry; and also to a political influence corresponding with their claims to -

imperial power.
HAT HAS BEEN 1TS PROGRESS !

John Montague, duke of Mountague, was chosen first noble grand master of ma-
sons, A. D. 1721. (a) Anderson’s « Constitutions of Masonry,” the first printed
document of the fraternity, appeared A. D. 1723. (a) Thus nearly years
eizfsed from the discovery of the art of printing, before this self styled most ancient
and honourable fraternity added one work to the literature of the world. About this
time, both Pope (b) and Swift (c) name freemasonry in terms of unqualified contempt.
In 1726, provincial grand masters were first appointed, by whom freemasonry was
carried to the different counties of England, to North and South Wales, and to
Gibraltar; and so around the globe. (d) October 13th, 1730, it was disclosed, pub-
lished, and sworn to, by SAmMuEL PricHARD, (¢) an irreproachable citizen of Lon-
don. (f) It was first planted in America, at Boston, A. D. 1733; at Charleston, S.
C. and at Cape Coast, in Africa, and in the grand lodge of Scotland, A. D. 1736. (g)
It was proseribed in 1735, by the republic of Hollang, (h) where it had been intro-
duced by the Earl of Chesterfield, (i) in 1728. It was proscribed in France, 1737;
in Italy, and by the Pope, 1738; and in the republic of Switzerland, in 1745. (k)

The masous of Lyons, in France, partizans of Andrew Michael Ramsay, invented
the order of kadosch templar (1) A. D. 1743 ; hence sprung the elect of nine, of fifteen,

perfect masons, et cetera. In 1747, Ch. Ed. Stuart, son of the Pretender, received

many favours of the masons at Arras, in France, and in return, gave them a warrant

for holding a chapter, and called it the Scotch Jacobite. (m) This chapter was after-

wards removed to Paris, with the name of chapitre d’ Arras, and is the germ of royal
arch masonry, which now modestly dates from the time of Zerubbabel.
Freemasonry of three degrees, was thus dissemjnated over the civilized world;
and the de%rees of perfection were commenced previous to the middle of the last
century. 'To trace the progress of the inystery in all countries, and in all its different

rites, is needless. 'The origin of the Scotch Lodge, of France, is found in La mere
loge de St. Jean d’Ecosse, instituted at Marseilles, A. D. 1751. Hence sprang the |
Scotch masonry of Mexico, and of the world. In 1754, the Chevalier de Bonneville
instituted a chapter of the high degrees, from which the German Baron, Hund, took

the rite called strict observance. Martinez Pascalis invented the order of elect priests,
from which sprang the Martinists of the French Revolution. In 1756, « the

lodge of France” first took its name, having previously styled itself, ¢ the grand
English Lodge of France.” Precis Hist. vol. 1, p. 37.

In 1758, at Paris, was established the first Council of Emperors of the East and !

West, Sovereign Princes, Freemasons! Among the founders of this dynasty, we find
the names of Lacorne le maitre de danse, and Pirlet, le tailleur d’habits: in plain Eng-
lish, a dancing master and a tailor.

The sovereigns, by their warrant, dated August 27, 1761, sent sublime and per-
Ject masonry to the new world, by the hand of Stephen Morin, a Jew; Morin
planted it in the West Indies; and a counci! at Kingston, in Jamaica, gave it to
Henry Andrew Franken. Franken, by a patent, dated 6 December, 1778, gave it
to Moses Michael Hayes, a Jew, afterwards grand master of Massachusetts ; Hayes

(2) Anderson’s Constitutions of Masonry.

(b) Pope’s Letters. Vol. 2d.

(¢) A Letter from the grand mistress of female freemasons, to Geo. Faulkner, printer.

Swift’s Works. Vol. 12, p. 331. '

(d) Scott, Preston, and Anderson.

(e) Masonry Dissected. By Samuel Prichard.

(f) Anderson’s Constitutions. 2d Ed.

(g) Anderson, Scott, Smith, and Preston.

(h) Smith, p. 193.

(i) Anderson’s Constitutions, p. 112, and 129, connected with Lord Chesterfield’s embassy
to Hague, and the Current History of Masonry.

(k) Smith, Scott, and Lawrie.

(1) Robison. New York Ed. p.44. Precis Histoggue. Vol. 1. p. 32.

{m) Precis Historique, and Esprit Du Dogms, p. 1 :
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gave it to Spilzer, of Charleston, S. C. and there the heirs of Lacorne and Pirlet now
sway the scextre of freemasonry, “ under the celestial canopy of the zenith,”over
¢ both hemispheres.” (a) )

‘WHERE FREEMASONRY HAS FLOURISHED MOST.

Russia. Spain, Portugal, Naples, and Rome, make freemasonry a capital offence.
There-is no crime in the mummery to die for under the gallows ; the offence lies in
the political use made of freemasonry, dangerous to all governments. The sove-
reigns of France, England, Prussia, Netherlands, Sweden, and Brazil, take the fra-
ternity under the royal guardianship. This is not because their majesties love the
farce of the lodge-room, but they fear its political tendency.

Great Britain has pursued both the restrictive and the protective course at the
same time. While the late king was heir apparent to the throne, he was made grand
master of masons; and the parliament forbade the increase of the number of lodges
in the three kingdoms ; and also forbade the adoption of any degrees, except only the
first three in masonry. The statute bears date 39th year of George III. and is now
in force. : .

The only countries in which freemasonry flourishes, neither forbidden norrestrained,
are the republics of North America. Here the growth is without a parallel ; (except
in Franée, during the last years of Louis XVI.) a growth honourable to the freedom,
but dangerous to the stability of our public institutions.

CONCLUSION.

——¢ Out of the earth a fabric huge

Rose like an exhalation, with the soand

Of dulcet symphonies, and voices sweet,

Built like a temple.”—Milton’s description of PaxpEmoxion. y

The corner stone was laid at London, on mechanics’ holiday, A. D. 1717; thirty

to forty stories have since been erected, and some towers have been raised to the
fearful height of ninety, and even one hundred and twenty degrees : the walls are
living men of all christendom, to the number of a million, 100, of whom are in
this country, bound togethdr by ties upon their fame, their life, and the future salva-
tion of their souls. It has a ritual, an altar, a priesthood, and worshippers. Itis an
unhallowed temple, whose votaries are admitted, in attire for a gallows. It has a
government, and laws, an empire, and crowned heads, and a book of constitutions
and a sword. It is the temple of tyranny, where young men swear fealty to an un-
kuown prince. Itis a refuge of lies; neither truth, nor righteousness, nor patriotism
will suffer it longer to defile the earth.

(a) Precis His. Dalcho’s Orations and others. For Franken's commission to Hayes, see the
Providence Free Press, Vol. I. No. 2.



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Oliver, from the Committee next hereafier mentioned, made a Report as follows :

The Committso appointed by the United States Anti-Masonic Convention, to
examine into the character of freemasonry, and to inquire how far its pretensions
have been supported by facts, respectfully submit the following Report:

Before entering upon the duties of their appointment, your Committee were fully
aware that this subject would require a more elaborate discussion, than the limited
time of the sitting of this Convention would afford; they have, therefore, thought
proper to present no more than 2 brief outline of the most prominent pretensions and
practices of freemasoury, as they are now exposed to the world.

If we allow its own standard authors the privilege of answering for the institution,
% it claims to be an association of divine origin, emanating from, and commuunicated
hy the Deity himself to Adam, and through him to Enoch, Methuselah, and Noah,
and thus to the succeeding ages of the world, to Solomon, and the Prophets and
Apostles, down to the sovereign pontiffs, princes, and potentates of the earth; and
to all the subsequently initiated members of their mystical order, to the present
day.”

ut when we consult the pages of ancient history, both sacred and profane, there

is not the least trace or allusion to any such erganized society, anterior to the
eighteenth century; at which period, viz. anno domini, 1717{ modern history
informs us that this fraternity held their first meeting in the city of London ; and
subsequentlr, in the year 1723, they published their first book of constitutions. Con-’
sequently all its pretensions to an ancient origin, are founded on mere tradition,
which, of all evidence, is the most vague and inconclusive. As a proof of this asser-
tion, we appeal to the sacred history ; and by a comparison of events with their re-
spective dates, we find the masonic traditions confounding and blending distinct and
separate periods of time, comprising an interval of several hundred years, and quoting
he sayings of some of the inspired writers long before they had an existence! Nu-

. - merous instances of perverting the sacred text might be cited ; but for the sake of
brevity, we shall name but few to show the fact. In the ceremony of the mark mas-
ters’ degree in masonry, the candidate is instructed respecting the curious white key
stone, prepared by Hiram Abiff, and the passage from the Apocalypse is made to
apply to this circumstance, as a promised reward to the faithful masonic brethren.
U 'Bo him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him
a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving him
that receiveth it ;”’ and the lecture continues, representing this key stone, covered with
hieroglyphics, as the very stone alluded to in Holy Writ!! Again, in the royal arch
degree, the same language of inspiration is made to apply to the pretended pot of
manna found in the ark of the covenant, under the ruins of the old temple at Jerusa-
lem ; thus impiously perverting the sacred writings, to support the insipid tradi-
tions of the order. And again, in settling the pretended diﬂgzu]ty among the craft
about their wages, Solomon is made to speak the words of our Saviour, net uttered
until a thousand years afterwards, in his parable of the husbandman to his hired
servants : “Frien!, I do thge no wrong; didst thou not agree to work for a penny a
. . day.” Many of the fraternity have never examined into the truth or falsity of these
: it)ggmom. being disposed to give implicit assent to their correctness, or passing them
" by as matter of indifference ; but if they will seriously consider these incongruities in
connection with other impositions and falsities practised upon their credulity, they

. will-discover that the whole system is a tissue of falsehood and deception. Specu-
lative freemasonry has ever pretended to impart to its recipients very important
secrets in morality, philosoghy, and science ; and many of the reverend clergy have
declartd, that they joined the institution with the view of improving themselves in the.
principles of morality. ‘How far these have been instructed in the way of salvg-

.
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iion, iet their own eonsciences decide. Elder David Bernard, whose expositions of i~ ' ° ¢
this mystery of iniquity entitle him tv the character of a public benefactor, thus-
lescribes his own views of the institution : * Wishing to avail myself of every auxi-
iary in promoting the glory of God, and the happiness of my felfow men, I readily
"eceived the three first degrees. My disappointment none can know, but those who /
2ave, in similar circumstances, been led into the same path of folly and sin. I -
silently retired from the institution, and for three years was hardly known as a ma-
ion. Not being able to advocate its cause from the knowledge I had derived of its .
srinciples, and supposing the obligations I had received were niorally binding, I could ° A
tay meither pro nor con concerning it, without a violation of my conscience. With
these views, I embraced an offer to advance into the higher orders of mysticism, and -
‘eached forward to attain the desired end. In the reception of the chaptoral de-" "
Zrees, my embarrasment increased. When I came to the oath of the royal arch
mason, which obligates to deliver a companion, *‘ right or wrong,” I made a full
stop, and objected to proceeding. I was then assured in the most positive terms,
that all would in the end be explained to my full satisfaction. But no such expla-
nation ever took place.” S,
Here is high authority for denouncing the institution as altogether false in its pre- Cocnr
tensions, to which might be added the testimony of hundreds of others of equal cre- (} ¢ R b3-
dibility. Of its scientific pretensions, the Hon. Cadwalader D. Colden, of New - °
York, another seceding mason, thus observes: ‘ that all the science ever taughtin | . ..
the lodge, may be comprised in the few following words, viz. that the sun risesin "~ %
the East, and sets in the West; that the sun rules the day, and the moon rules the *- ~ -
night!!" It would require a volume 'to record the testimony of all those who have z& "*.--~
discovered the false pretensions of freemasonry, and who have denounced the insti- ».,. .
tution as unworthy to existin a land of freedom ; but the design of the present report P
being to present the most prominent objections in a condensed form, we pass .on to
give some other reasons for warning our fellow men to shun its dangerous snares.
Another of its hollow pretences is found in the declaration ** that one of its prin-
cipal objects is to distribute and dispense its funds to charitable purposes;” but by a
reference to its own records, it may be seen that the amount of the funds thus distri-
buted, does not exceed the gratuitous distributions of other men who have no con-
nexion with their secret order; and that a very large amount of the initiation fees
received, are expended in the frivolous decorations of their persons and lodge rooms,
and their festivities and funeral ceremonies. From the examination of the records
of St. John’s Lodge, in the city of Boston, commencing in the year 1780. now in the
possession of a member of this convention, it appears that the amount of their cha-
ritable distributions in eighteen years, was 8356 ; while the aggregate amount of
the receipts and expenditures for the same time, exceeded the sum of $1800!
Freemasonry professes unbounded charity, by holding fellowship with all nations, N\
kindreds, tongues, and people; and pretends to embrace in christian love both
Jew and christian, Mahomedan and infidel, who are all taught to reverence and
adore the great supreme in undivided, undistinguished unity; yet the Jew can
reject the doctrine of christianity, and the Mahomedan deny the scriptures altoge-
ther, and the infidel ridicule the existence of a Gad, and all meet together upon the .
great s and level of masonry, and receive instruction fromi this boasted hapd "A 4. ¢
maid of religion! The same oaths are administered to all, and the same pretended = %
ious Tectures are mysteriously adapted to all its followers! Many young divines "
Eave been induced, (from its claiming to be the handmaid of religion,) when about g{
to leave their native country, to offer themselves as candidates for masonry, witha . & -, -
view to enlarge their understanding of moral and religious subjects, and secure for fo'- LU
themselves an easier passport to the wise and good of foreign nations. But the sum L
and substance of all its pretensions to a relifious character, according to the testi-
mony of hundreds of those who are now willing to expose the fraud, consists in an
artful collection of scripture texts, arranged to correspond to the several degrees, and
indiscriminately submitted to believers and unbelievers, as a test of their fidelity to
the order! Since the late disclosures of the secret ceremonies of the order, the fra-
ternity have repeatedly affirmed, * that it never was designed that the pevalties of
their obligations should receive a literal construction ; that by repeating the obliga-
tion, with the penalty annexed, the candidate merely invoked those tortures if he
thould wilfully and knowingly violate the obligation.” But the whole machinerv
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of the institution forms a negative to this assertion, which is not in the power of its
advocates to remove. The very first conyiction that impresses the eandidate (when
about to be initiated) in seeing an officer guarding the door with a deadly weapon,
is the danger to be apprehended from an unlawful intrusion ; and at every succeed-

‘ing step, he is constantly reminded of the penalties of his obligations. In divesting

the candidate of nearly all his apparel, he is deprived of the power of escaping with
decency ; and while he submits to this pretended necessary preparation, the sense of
shame at his own degradation weakens his resolation to attempt an escape ; and if
the confessions of seceding masons are sufficient testimony to warrant belief, the pre-
viously initiated enjoy the embarrassment of the new candidate as a sort of offset for
their own former degradation. The halter, or cable tow, and the sharp pointed
instrument to the naked breast, are evidently designed to increase the dread of a pe-
nalty ; while the utter unconsciousness of the scene around him, as his optics are
deprived of their ordinary functions by the close drawn bandage, the more readily
suggests imaginary evil, which must always preduce a mental excitement and alarm.
Then the mock assassination of Hiram Abiff, is calculated to impress the mind with
the awful consequences of a curiosity to pry into the pretended mystery, and the
final sacrifice of the fabled Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum, agreeably to their own im-
precations, is a convincing proof that the penalties were intended to be literally con-
strued. And all the subsequent oaths and penalties are evidently designed for the

" . same effect; for, as the obligations increase, in the same proportion the penalties

are made to increase in barbarous emormity; and it is to these penalties, literally
construed, that the institution owes its continuance from its origin to. the present
day. For without these terrific appendages, such a flagrant imposition upon the
credulity of mankind could never have been concealed ; therefore it is a preposterous
absurdity to assert, that it has adopted a form of words without a significant mean-
ing, for on their literal import has depended its very existence! !

n conclusion, it may now be safely affirmed, that SPECULATIVE FREEMASONRY
has, by its gaudy trappings and false pretensions, allured the feet of the credulous
and unwary into its toils, promising to impart important secrets, which no one has
ever realized ; and enjoined the imposition with eternal secrecy, under the pains and
penalties of a cruel death!! Such are her pretensions and promises, and thus has
she fulfilled them. So will all testify, who have kad the courage and magnanimity
to burst her bonds, and honestly confess the truth.

.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Morris, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom was referred the examination of the evidence, as to the
truth of the disclosures contained in a work published by Elder David Bernard, én-
titled ¢ Light on Masonry,” report,

That the abduction and murder of Morgan by the masonic fraternity, for the
alleged crime of revealing the lower degrees of masonry, is ample confirmation of
the truth of those degrees, as contained in Elder ‘Bernard’s book. The evidence
furnished by this fact, must be conclusive as against the institution of masonry, be-
.cause there could be noother possible pretence for the infliction of masonic vengeance
upon its victim, than his disclosure of the secrets of the order. If the murder of Mor-
gan was not resorted to, as the means of either preventing or punishing the revela-
tion of secrets deemed by their professors of the highest importance, it was an act
of atrocious barbarity, without motive or the pretext of justification. The masonie
fraternity have, therefore, stamped upon Morgan’s disclosures the impress of mar-
tyrdom, and sealed his testimony with the blood of their victim.

The evidence to the truth of these disclosures, furnished by seceders from the in-
stitution, is, in the judgment of the Committee, entitled to full credit. The character
of the witnesses in point of intelligence, integrity, and veracity, their means of know-
ing the facts, the total absence of every inducement to falsify those facts, the perfect
ease with which their disclosures, if false, can be refuted, and the facility of effectin,
their conviction of perjury, in those cases where their disclosures have been supporte
by their oaths in judicial proceedings, forbid the supposition that their disclosures are
not true. Inthestate of New York, a considerable number of the seceders are clergy-
men of different denominations, whose constitutional interdict from holding offices,

/

furnishes an effectual refutation of the allegation so generally and so falsely cir-~

culated, that political power is the object of the opponents of masonry. - The intelli-
gence, virtue, and piety of these gentlemen can leave no doubt, that the most im-
perative sense of duty to their God and their country prom?ted their secession from
the order, and their disclosure of its secrets. That spirit of masonic malice, * whose
heart coins slanders like a mint,” has sought to invalidate the testim,ony of the sece«
ders, imputing to them the commission of moral perjury. The intelligence of the
age in which we live, requires no laboured exposition of the proposition, equally sane-
tioned by ethics and by law, that oaths extrajudicially administered, dictated like
those of masonry by force or fraud, and directly conflicting with the paramountduties
of the citizen to his God and his country, are neither legally nor morally obligatory.
The faithful and literal performance of the sworn obligation of the brethren of the
mystic tie, to mark the seceder as an object of masonic vengeance, to asperse his
character, defame his reputation, derange his business, and point him out to the
world as a vicious and unworthy vagabond, is a volume of masonic testimony to the
truth of the disclosures made by the seceders.

In corroboration of the other evidence of the truth of these disclosures, the Com-
mittee deem it not unimportant to advert to the fact, that in this free republic, where
every subject human and divine is by the nature of our institutions subjected to the or-
deal of publie discussion ; freemasonry alone is attempted to be an exception to the
general rule, and its all-powerful influence is exerted to muzzle the press, to gag the ora-
tor, to abstruct or incommode the assemblage of conventions, to prevent examination of
its claims, and stifle all inquiry into its principles and practices. Freemasonry, alone,
of all the subjects which affect our rights and duties here, and our accountabilities

hereafter, denies tho control of public sentiment, and defies the tribunal of public
opinion. .
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The truth of many of the facts disclosed in the work entitled * Light on Masonry,"’
rests not, however, solely upon the testimony to which the Committee have as yet
adveE.ad. The records of the courts of justice furnish evidence upon this subjeect,
which sophistry cannot pervert, prevarication evade, or impudence deny. It is
judicial evidence upon the very fact in question. In Judge Gardiner’s report, made
to the senate of the state of New York, lPursua.nt to their resolution, of the testi-
mony taken before him upon the trial of Elihu Mather, the obligations and oaths
assumed by members of the fraternity upon their admission, and particularly those
of the rnyal arch degree, binding the member to extricate a brother from difficulty
right or wrong, are confirmed and established by the testimony of members of the
masonic order, not seceders, who were yet attached to, and presiding in the lodges,
and who stated ypon their oaths these obligations in the terms and nearly the words,
in which they are divulged in the work in question. In various trials before magis-
trates in the state of New York, in suits prosecuted for nlle%ed infractions of the
statute, prohibiting juggling and shows, against persons professing to exhibit the
ceremonies attendant on the admission of masons, members of the order, yot at-
tached to the lodges, of unblemished reputations, and one of them a member of
the present Congress, testified that the mode and manner of initiating members, and
the oaths taken l':{ themselves and by others on admission, were the same as set forth
by Elder Bernard. ‘ .

Other trials in the same state, one of which being upon a promissory note for the

initiation fee on admission into a lodge, the defence to which consisting in the gvant
of consideration, distinctly presented the inquiry into the truth of the disclosure of
masonic secrets, furnished indisputable judicial evidence, that the rights and ceremo-
nies, the oaths and obligations of the lodges were correctly detailed. :
.. The Comnmittee are unanimously of opinion, that the evidence extrinsic and intrin-
sic, direct and collateral, positive and circumstantial, is such as can leave no doubt
on the mind of any rational man, that the disclosures contained in the work, entitled
«t Light on Masonry,” particularly in regard to the degrees in use in this country, are
authentic and unquestionable.

LETTER FROM ELDER N. N. WHITING TO ELDER DAVID BERNARD, APPENDED TO
THE FOREGOING REPORT BY ORDER OF THE CONVENTION.

Vernon, Oneida County, N. Y. September 7, 1830.

EvrLper D. BERNARD,

Influenced, as I humbly trust, by asense of the duty which I owe to the friends of
truth and the happiness of mankind, I hereby certify, that the various masonic de-
grees contained in the list below, and published by you in the work entitled * Light
on Masonry,” are genuine and authentic, and may be relied on as suchvl;,y the world.
I farther certify, that the degrees frora that of knight of the East and West, to that

- of Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret inclusive, were conferred on me and several
others informally, that is, witiout the use of the various ceremonies detailed in those
degrees as published; that a simple obligation of secrecy being administered, we
were left to learn the nature and tendency of those degrees from the manuscripts in
which they were contained ; that this mode of conferring the degrees is a regular
one, when there is no organized consistory for the Sublime Degrees. I farther cer-
tify, that an agent of the Supreme Council of Sovereign Grand Inspectors General,
(which Council has its place of meeting in Charleston,”S. C.) was employed to com-
municate the Sublime Begrees to an officer of high masonic rank in the state of New
York, and that through that officer said degrees have been conferred on various per-
sons residing in said state.

List of Degrees referred to above.
Secret Master, Illustrious Knight,
Perfect Master, Grand Master Architect,
) Intimate Secretary, Knight of 9th Arch.
| Provost and Judge, - G. E. and 8. Mason,
» Intendant of the Buildings, Knight of the E. and W.
v Elected Knights of Nine, Sov. Prince of Rose-Croix,

Elected Grand Master, Grand Pontiff.



UNITED STATES

‘

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Taylor, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to inquire what has been the influence of freemasonry
upon the public press; and whether it be expedient for this convention to adopt any
measures in relation thereto, respectfully report,

That the result of their inquiries presents a state of the press, alike discreditable to
its character, and alarming to all wﬂo love the liberties and the independence of their
country. ,

As nearly as your Committee have been able to ascertain, there are published in
all the states, an aggregate of 983 newspapers.

These have divided themselves into three distinct classes. The first consists of
those which have issued from the press since the year 1826, founded exclusively upon
the principle of opposition to freemasonry, or so conducted, comprising 124 of the
above number ; okP which are published in the state of Pennsylvania 53; New York
46; Connecticut 2 ; Rhode Island 1; Massachusetts 5; Vermont 4; New Jersey 2 ;
Ohio 9; Indiana 1; and 1 in the territory of Michigan.

These have been established by the zeal, and supported by the liberal contributions
of the middling and unambitious classes of society; with no motive but the attain-
ment and dissemination of those alarming truths, which they had sought for in vain,
through the ordinary channels of intelligence. These publications have been prin-
cipally commenced since the murder of Morgan ; and they have been metat the thresh-
old, by the hostility of that fraternity, which has hitherto controlled as with an iron
sceptre, every interest which they have not deemed beneath their notice.

gainst a combination, whose hands have not refused to wield the weapons of dis-
honourable warfare, and labouring under every possible disadvantage, this Spartan
band has contended with a zeal and steady perseverance, which indicate that the
patriotism of the heroes of '76, still animates with undiminished fervour, the breasts
of many of their offspring.

The next class of periodical publications, consists of such as have been founded
exclusively upon masonic principles, and are sustained by masonic patronage. These
were established and are conducted in the strictest accordance with that law of illumi-
nism which is given by Weishaupt in these words, * newspapers and reviews must be
established to, calumniate every influential man, who cannot be brought over to our

rty.”” They live in an atmosphere of falsehood ; and like the unclean beast which

attens upon the poisonous vapours of its own dungeon, draw their nutriment from
the calumny of the best and purest; and when summoned to the bar of public jus-
tice, they go forth convicted libellers, glorying in their shame. .

The third class comprehends all those, with a few honourable exceptions, which
were in successful operation, not exclusively masonic, when Morgan’s illustrations of
masonry were first suffered to behold the light.

These papers scattered through the whole extent of our country, ushered from a
thousand presses, daily, weekly, monthly, and quarterly, and professing to give the
minutest intelligence upon every subject of general or limited interest; the con-
stant inmate of every home; the daily visitant of every fireside ; have acquired an
influence as absolute as the laws of ourland, and as wide as the country which we
inhabit. To meet the spirit of inquiry, the caterers for the press, are unwearied in
their efforts. They draw their supplies from every quarter of the globe; they eagerly
lay hold of every occurrence, foreign or domestic, trivial or important, and send it
forth, to gratify the cravings of the public curiosity. In these eftorts to give intergst
to the publications of the day, no industry is spared; no topic is beneath their notice;
but the broad fields of fiction, of politics, of science, of the arts and of religion are
ransacked ; and having explored them all, and gathered every palatable fruit, these
indefatigable men, like the daughter of the horscleech, are unsatisfied still.
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An ordinary murder, in which a solitary individual was implicated, has rung
through all our papers, for months together : and the illegal detention of a foreigner,
an alleged defaulter, has set whole cities in a flame. This was indeed the indication
of a blessed spirit ; for it proves that our citizens know the value of liberty and law,
and are jealous of the slightest infringement of them. But an American citizen was
outrageously kidnapped and torn from his family, confined in a dungeon, transported
through a thickly settled country, and murdered under circumstances of the most
cold blooded barbarity, and these same presses are silent as the grave. He who
could compass sea and land to gather news, seemed to have forgotten his occupation ;
and that ‘‘blessed spirit” which burst forth like the flames of a volcano, because
the laws had been violated in the person of an alleged swindler, gave no signs
of life. In the region where this outrage had been perpetrated, the criminal
apathy or connivance of the conductors of the press, alarmed the people: they arose
in their might and established independent papers, through which the truth has been
fearlessly disseminated, in defiance of the threats and calumnies of that all-powerful
institution. Without the aid of these presses, the mass of the people in New York
and Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and Vermont, would at this momeut, have .been
ignorant tzat William Morgan ever lived. Nay, after crowds of witnesses have
Eroved his murder, by circumstances amounting to certainty; after adhering masons

ave trampled upon the authority of our courts of justice; have defied the power of

heaven and earth, and alleged as their only excuse, that the truth would implicate
themselves in the bloody deed; there are still thousands in our land, and men too of
intelligence and virtue, who believe that the story of that murder is all a fiction.
_ Why is this? Why is it, that among our intelligent population such gross and dis-
graceful ignorance prevails? It is because the public press is 'Palsied by a power un-
seen, and controlled by an influence of unlimited operation. Through'the medium of
the press the public mind has been poisoned, so that none, however elevated, can ex-
press ajust indignation against the perpetrators of a horrid crime, or against the in-
stitution, which justifies and protects the criminal, without therisk of being denounced
as a fanatic, or a fool, or a designing man. ’

Your Committee are aware that some of them have been driven by dire necessity
to adopt a course, at which their better feelings revolt.

But in view of all the facts, the Committee are constrained to say, that in their
opinion, the conductors of the press, who have made themselves voluntarily ob-
noxious to the eharge of suppressing intelligence intensely interesting to the Ameri-
can people ; of refusing to sound the alarm, when liberty has been invaded, our
laws trampled in the dust, and life wantonly sacrificed ; who have systematically in-
sulted the memory of the dead, and calumniated the living; who have wielded their .
mighty power at the will of a secret and corrupt combination, and have used their
influence to pervert the truth and mislead the public mind ; who have shown them-
selves willing rather to jeopard our dearest interests, than to risk the loss of patron-

age or incur the enmity of freemasonry ; have proved faithless ‘ sentinels upon the
watch-towers of liberty;"” and unworthy the confidence of those who justly value the
dear bought privileges of American citizens.



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Hopkins, from the Committee next kereafler mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom it was referred, ¢ to take into consideration the true nature
of masonic oaths or obligations, and to report whetlher they are, or are not, reli-
giously, morally, or legally binding; and whether they are, or are not, in collision

-with the higher obligations of allegiance and duty, which every good citizen is under,
to support the constitution and laws of his country,” respectfully report:
- That the terms of this reterence, being general, embrace all masonic obligations
whatever. In the application of the subject to the oaths as revealed, it appears to the
committee, that the matter of those oaths may properly come under the following
considerations, namely: 1st. Of oaths which respect matters merely frivolous. 2d.
Of those, if any there be, which respect matters entirely lawful and proper, and not
mnimportant. 3d. Of those, whicL by their natural tendency and operation are -
hostile to social order, good manners, or equal right, but without requiring any spe-
cific offence. 4th. Of those, which are directly illegal, whether that illegality is ex-

ressed in terms, or is afterwards deduced, as an unexpected consequence. Ilﬁagality

in oaths may be of many different kinds : the object of them may be either directly
criminal, or they may lead to breaches of prior duty, obligation or contract, or of
political allegiance. Respecting all these, the inquiry is, whether they are religiously,
morally, or legally binding.

And first, as to their legal obligation, the committee report; that none of these
being oaths authorized or required for any purpose known to the laws, they are not
legaﬁy binding in any possible case (a). The remaining questions concern their
obligation in conscience. .

An oath is defined by moral writers as an act of religion (b), by which the .-~
affirmant appeals to the Suﬁreme Being, to witness the truth of what he affirms to
be true, or his fidelity in the performance of that, which he promises to perform.
Such a transaction presupposes the infirmity of all human sanctions. It applies to
the thoughts and intents of the heart; and therefore it appeals to him who knows
them. It presupposes also, that the being who is appealed to, is both able and dis-
posed to punish perjury. The universal adoption of oaths,ulﬁiy all nations, to sanction
such public and solemn engagements as the laws cannot sufficiently reach ; such, for
example, as fidelity to governments, the observance of treaties, and truth in giving
testimony, is a proof, that a sense of the sanctity of oaths, is deeply graven upon the
heart of man. Grotius observes. that in every nation, and in every age, an oath has
always been of the greatest weight in promises, contracts, and agreements (c).
If the use of svlemn oaths is found thus universal, and thus necessary to man, in his

(a) See opinion of Marcey, J. in The People vs. Jewett, at Lockport, 1830. o

(b) They all seem to follow Cicero’s definition in the third book De Officiis: Est enim jus-
jurandum affirmatio religiosa; quod autem affirmate, quasi Deo teste, promisseris, id tenendum
est. See also Grotius de Jure Bel. et Pac. Lib. II. Cap. XIIL

Puffendorf. Droit de la Nat. Lib. IV. Chap. L.

Domat’s civil law. Book III. Tit. 6. §. 6.

Paley’s Moral Philosophy, Book III. Chap. XV1.

Ratherforth’s Institutes, ch. xiv.

“Opinion of Trott, afterwards Ch. Just. of South Carolina, under the colonial governmentin 1.
Hall's Law Journal, p. 2. The precise definition in the text above, is rather gathered from all,
than copied from any one. |

(c) In the chapter before cited. In this chapter he has collected a great number of examples
o show the reverence of almost all nations for oaths. But Barbeyrac, in his notes on_Puffen-
dorf, says, that the Peruvians used no oath, but a simple averment before the' Inca. Ha cites
Garcilago de Vega for this fact, in his history of the Incas.
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social eondition ; and if it is past doubt, that ¢ thereisa God who governs the world,"’
and has planned the existence of social order, then we arrive, even without the aid
of revelation, to the conclusion, that the use of oaths is a part of the divine economy,
and that the breach of them will be a subject of special punishment.

The Committee, thus quoting the authority of the most distinguished guides in the
philosophy of morals, wish to repeat the remark, that they all, both Pagan and Chris-
tian, speak in effect of an oath, as * an act of religion.” The Commitiee submit,
therefore, that they have properly referred to the great principle of religious obliga-
tion, though rerorting to a body, whose members may be supposed to differ much
in their particular creeds. The very terms in which this subject is referred, embrace
the moral and religious bearings of the question. The resolution treats the subject
as a question of conscience; and questions of conscience can have little meaning,
except as they regard the responsibility of man to his final judge.

A farther explanation may seem to_be called for. Now, that divisions exist, and
excitement operates, regarding the merits of freemasonry, the mere unsupported
conclusions of this Committee or this Convention, adopted upon recent views of the

uestion, might fail, perhaps justly, to command universal confidence. This has in-

uced the Committee to Bave much recourse to authorities, whether sacred or pro-
fane; and they mean not to advance any important proposition in morals, without
the most ample support of the inspired, or of the wise and good, who wrote before free-
masonry existed.

An oath, then, is truly a transaction between man on one part, and his Almighty
Judge on the other. It is a transaction in which, according to the general economy
of divine Providence, the special power of that Judge is called into exercise, to give
effect to such necessary and important engagements of men, as can, in no other man-
ner, receive a sufficient guaranty(a). )

All these principles apply to lawful oaths, taken for some useful and important
purpose. But the first question now to be considered, regards those oaths which are
for objects merely trifling or worthless. If the position is established, that an oath
effectually calls into exercise the avenging power of the Supreme Being, to punish
falsehood, (and on any other supposition, al? oaths are a fraud and an imposture,)
then it follows, that oaths for trifling and vain objects, are a direct act of irreverence
towards that power. They are, then, a practical perversion of one of his great en-
gines for the support of kuman society; and a defiance of that penalty which every
oath supposes to be imprecated. In whatever degree an oath for a high and impor-
tant purpose, is sacred, in that degree, the use of it for any low, base, and worthless
object, is a profanation. But the case under consideration, supposes these oaths to
be already taken; and the question is, what is the further duty of those who have
taken them, and how they may best escape the danger of further offences against
conscience. .

The Committee have not brought this branch of the subject into view, because it
is in itself exceedingly important ; but rather, because being obliged to examine a
great mass of oaths of very various import, it seemed to be their duty to present the”
subject in due method; and because the conclusions to be drawn from this brauch,
will tend to throw light upon others. ‘

If an oath for a vain or worthless purpose, is a transaction with the Supreme
Judge, then he is a party to that transaction, considered as a binding one ; then he is
& party, not to punish the trifling, or unlawfulness in taking the oath, but heis a
party to see it executed, or to punish the non execution.

But can the power of the God of all worlds, be thus called into operation by the ca-
price of man, to execute the vain engagements which folly may prompt?

The Committee know of no divine or human authority, for saying that such an
engagement, considered strictly as an oath, is binding. Puffendorf, who wrote 100
years before masonry existed, has expressly stated ﬁis opinion, that ¢ oaths oblige
not when they are absurd and impertinent”’(b). Doubtless, they are immoral and

(a) Un serment n’oblige pas, si Dieu ne l'accepte. Puffendorf as above cited, § VIII.
(An oath obliges not, if God does not accept it.) '
.(b) Carils (les serments) n'obligent pas, non seulment lorsqu’ils concernent les choses illi
cites, mis encore losqu'ils sont absurdes et impertinents. Puffendorf, as above, § X.
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most offensive to our God and Judge; but no proof is perceived that He will so
punish the offence considered, as a breach of the oath, and because he requires the
observance. - -

_ A very different question remains, when we consider what is due for reverence to
that high and holy name, which we invoke in every lawful oath, and which we pro-
fane in every one that is unlawful. No man who has unhappily taken a light oath,
will, when his heart becomes better instructed, lightly breag it. But still it is not
truly an oath: it binds not, as suck : the breach is not moral perjury: buta useless,
or light breach, seems to be again taking the name of God in vain, and to be renew-
ed irreverence. Such an oa';g ought not to be violated without cause; but the Com-
mittee, on the most attentive consideration they can give the subject, and aided by
the best authorities in morals, believe that for good er3s, with justifiable motives,
any vain oath may be disregarded ; and that very often it is a duty to disregard it.

A single case will exemplify the views of the Committee, by practical applica-
tion. It is a most prominent point of masonry, when arrived at the sublime degree
of master, that MAHAH-BONE signifies * marrow in the bone.”” Itis one of the land-
marks which never change with time or place. As bone has always signified bone,
(seemingly in Hebrew, in the time of King Solomon, and in‘all languages, ancient
and modern, since his time,) it remains that ¢ mahar,” signifies * marrow.” Now
the candidate bas, in effect, in every form of solemnity, and under most awful penal-
ties and sanctions, bound himself never to reveal the fact that ¢ mahar,” so signi-
fies. Mean, and disgusting, and worthless as this falsehood is, no good man would
causelessly trifle with the oath he has taken. But when masonry is found to be a
great political, social, moral, and religious evil; when it is found to control govern-
ment, and leave to the people the shadow only of power; when it sanctions murder,
and then resorts to perjury to cover blood; when it avowedly perverts the adtni-
uistration of justice, in civil and criminal cases; when, to sanction these things, it
quotes the names of prophets and apostles, who spoke as they were moved by the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit; and, when it covers all, by the pretence of mysteries
and secrets of solemn and momentous import ; then it becomes, not merely allow-
able, it becomes a duty, to expose the base reality of these holy secrets, to hold up
these solemnities to the scorn of men; and to set the bloody and sacrilegious monster
in the pillory of public odium and contempt. Then it is a virtue in masons, to tell
the world, that their institution contains nothing more solemn, than the disgusting
story of the dead body of Hiram Abiff; and nothing more instructive, than the infor-
mation that ¢ MAHAH,” signifies * MARROW."’

2. If there is any one masonic obligation which is innocent in its object, and yet not .
frivolous, it ought to be noticed in this connection. This second head is introduced
for the sake of carrying out the subject systematically, and of recording the admis-
sion, that cases of this character may possibly exist among mankind. In the diver-
- sified events of life, instances may occur, where individuals, beyond the reach of
laws and of witnesses, or where all human sanctions would be incompetent, may
have just motives to ratify solemn and momentous engagements, by an appeal to
Him who searches the heart, and will bring every secret thing into judgment. The
Committee have not found, nor are aware, of any such in masonry; but if such
exist, they would be the last to question the duty of a most sacred observance
of them. .

3. Before we come to those oaths which are specifically criminal, there is.a middle
class, consisting of those which are only objectionable, by reason of their general
tendency and effect; as for example, that they are unfavourable to good manners,
social order, or equal right, or consequentially aia.inst moral obligation.

The Committee notice these principally, for the sake of presenting the subject in
every different point of view in which it has occurred to them. An extract from one
of the celebrated civilians and moralists who have been cited, will explain both the
case intended, and the opinion of the author.

He says,  Though the thing promised should not be unlawful in itself, yet the oath
is not the less void, if it hinders a more considerable moral good ; that is to say, if
itis an obstacle to some duty of humanity, or to what we owe to our relatives (a).”
It then puts the case of an oath to conceal a secret of importance to mankind ; and

(a) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited.
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sanctions the ‘whole by tlie case of the Corban, or devoted offering, stated by our
Saviour ; and which will be quoted below. But while ‘passing, the Committee beg
leave to make a single remark, upon this case of the concealment of valuable
secrets.

False and hollow as the pretension to such secrets is, masonry makes it. In that
wretched fragment which is attributed to King Heury VL. it is taught that masonry
conceals, among other things, the art of finding new arts, and this for her owrr profit;
the art of wonder-working, prophecy, magic, and of becoming good and wise without
the aid of fear or hope. Now it is obvious, that a knowledge of these secrets, which
masonry conceals for her own profit, would alter the whole economy of human life,
if revealed for the profit of mankind. The oath of concealment therefore is, on the
principles of the great write&squoted, as applied to masonic pretensions, void.

The Committee, however, present the subject in a different point of view ; and
they consider all oaths void, which bind together a portion of mankind in secret and
selfish associations, tending in terms, or-in effect, to limit that benevolence which
we owe to all; or to profit a part at the expenso of the whole ; or to deprive others
of their equal privileges, for the benefit of such associatioas.

But if we would rise from human to divine authority, and draw instruction from
unpolluted and infallible sources, neither examples nor precepts on this subject are
wanting.

The gcri tures abound with examples of oaths, rash, sinful, or ill understood, and
most manipestly recorded for our admonition.

From the New Testament, the case of Herod’s oath to which John the Baptist
was sacrificed, and that of the forty Jews to slay Paul, are most commonly cited.
No one will now assert, that either Herod, or the forty Jews, were bound in con-
science to kill their victim. ’

But it seems surprising that the case of the Corban, put by our Saviour, and which
is much more discriminative, has not been referred to.

*“ But ye say, Whosoever shall say to his father or mother, Itis a gift, (Corban,—a
thing devoted by vow to sacred uses,) by whatsoever thou mightest be profited by
me, and honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made
the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.”—Matt. xv. 5, 6. In
Mark vii. 12, the remark is further made, * Ye suffer him no more té do aught for
his father or mother.” Now here the sin imputed, is in the very fact of compelling
the vow-maker to keep his vow ; for the case put, lays no reproach upon them, if he
had been rich enough to pay the vow, and support his father and mother also. But
having solemnly devoted to the service of the temple, some article necessary to the
comfort of his parents, these false teachers required him to pay the vow, and suffered
him to do no more, (not being able to do both,) for his father or his mother. There
lay the sin ; thatis, in the very fact of performing the vow. Itis impossible to state
a case more precisely appropriate to such obligations of masonry, as are merely
against moral obligations, or of consequential evil tendency.

The Committee have hoped that these views would meet the approbation of this
convention, and of the wise and good of all classes. These views, if correct, will
help us to draw right distinctions; they will tend to settle moral obligation upon
the right basis; so as on one side, not to trifle causelessly with any thing that has
borne the forms of an oath before God ; and on the other, that they will remove the
scruples of those who suppose themselves bound in conscience, by all that may un-
happily have been imposed on them, under such forms.

4. Certainly, they are not so bound ; for when we advance to the ground of unlawful
oaths; or to that of oaths, which in their terms, or by consequence, lead to any
violation of human or divine laws ; the Committee then arrive on ground which has
been often examined, and they find themselves propped by authority on every side;
—by writers, ancient and modern ; Pagan and Christian ; by moralists and legisla-
tors; by the civil law, and by all laws; and especially * by that sure word of pro-
phecy,” which might save the necessity of the other ¢ cloud of witnesses.”

Rather than to detain the Convention by an array of authorities on an abstract

roposition, the Committee have referred on the bottom of these pages, to a few well
nown names (2) of great and established authority, on questions of morals ; and

(a) See the previous citations.
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they pass on to select, by way of example, some points of the many oaths of masonry
and to follow them up {o thzir naturzs and proggble, or to theiryactual and know: -
consequences. To those who have studied masonry, the examples cited, will be
very familiar; to those who have studied anti-masonry, the observations to be made
on them, may appear trite and common. Perhaps, however, this is one of the cases,
where repetition and reinculcation may meet with indulgence.

In looking over the vast mass of masonic oaths, the Committee would draw the
attention of the convention to a few points only, selected as specimens.

1. Every masonic obligation is entered into under the penalty of death except ono
or two for maiming the limbs; and this penalty, with those exceptions, applies
alike to every breach. The laws of masonry, like those of Draco, are aLvL writ-
ten in blood.

The fellow-craft’s, the master’s, and other degrees, contain a promise in the oath,
¢¢ to obey all regular signs, summons, or tokens given, harded, sent, or thrown from
the hand of a brother mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted
lodﬁe, provided,” &ec.

ere is, then, a perfect system of machinery, for capital condemnations and exe-
_ cutions. If the sign handed trom a lodge, is aregular sign to put a masonic offender
to death, it must be obeyed under penalty of death.

In every case the lodge is sole judge. There isno appeal: he who is commanded
to shed another’s blood, must do so, to save his own life. &‘hus, in the case of Miller of
Belfast, if his murder shall be finally confirmed, the two men, on whom the lot fell to
strangle him, had no alternative, but to obey, or to die.

But the causes for which life is forfeited by the laws of masonry, have no relation
whatever, to the cases of capital crime by the law of the land. ~Our constitutions, -
bills of right, and laws, guaranty to us, life and personal liberty, in all cases, ex-
cept when forfeited by those laws. In all other cases it is a capital crime to take
life intentionally. They guaranty liberty of speech in all possible cases.

' 'We have, then, two systems of criminal law arrayed against each other. Masonry
takes life, for that which the laws treat as perfectly innocent: the laws cendemn to
death, for doing that whick masonry requires; and we have seen masonry protect- -~
ing criminals, whose lives, by the laws, were forfeited. It is not less obvious, that
the causes for which life is forfeited, by masonic law, are, none of them, offences
against the moral or divine law.

At the very outset of this subject, we have therefore an obvious case, in which the
oaths of masonry cannot be obligatory, unless the civil law and divine law are both
repealed. Neither is the case here supposed a gratuitous supposition. The very
death of Morgan, is a practical commentary on the principle. He died for that
which the laws of civil sogiety in no manner condemn, and which cannot be called
an offence against the moral law, except by begging the question which is here
under discussion.

2. The oath to obey the grand hailing sign of distress, and to fly to the relief of the
Pperson %iving it, is one which imports not criminality-in terms, and only becomes
illegal, by an illegal use. But the sign of distress has been known to have been
thrown by an escaping criminal to the officer who pursued him, and with success.
From the daily intercourse and conversation of life, examples are often heard of, in
which the sign of distress or other masonic signs, have been handed to jurors or
witnesses.

! But examples cannot be necessary : the very nature of the case supposes and
proves, that they must be common.
v Every fugitive from justice; every man caught in the commission of a crime;
every criminal on trial ; every smuggler; every applicant, such as was John An-
- derson, for relief from congress or a state legislature ; every criminal who applies
for a pardon, and every man who applies for a venal office, is a person iu distress.
| A criminal mason hagthe¢hances which this sign may give, through all stages of
the proceedings, from the issuing of a warrant for his arrest, to the pardon which re-
lieves him from the state prison; for he may throw that sign to the constable who
pursues, and to the magistrate who examines him, for commitment; to jail breakers ;
to grand jurymen, petty jurymen, witnesses, and judge. The Committee have
seen reason to suppose that a multitude of recommendations for pardon, which have
heretofore filled the country with criminals, were procured masonically. It would be
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madness to suppose that so powerful an engine as the grand hailing sign of distress
were not, must not be, frequently used with effect, to the subversion of law'q.nd
right; especially in a government where opinion governs all, and where the aspiring
need friends, it is madness to doubt whether those who seek for popularity and fame,
do not often gain them by a sacrifice of duty. The remonstrances of conscience
may be easily hushed by the sanctity of masonic obligations. In all these cases it
will be observed, that the oath is not only unlawful in its particular application, but
in its general tendency and effect, subversive of all right.

3. 'ﬁ‘he oath of .secrecy pervades every masonic obligation, and is the cement of
the whole. Every observation which the Committee have made regarding the
grand hailing sign of distress, equally applies to this. But to bring the subject more
sensibly home to the business of men, the Committee beg leave first to state the extent
of this obligation, and then to give a possible example of its power.

The obligation, even from the very first degree, to keep all masonic secrets, and
every part and parts, point and points of them, then delivered, or thereafter to be
delivered, is a most comprehensive obligation ; and is sealed, as has been stated, by
an oath to God, and by the penalty of a butcherly death. But in its tesins no ille-
gality is expressly embraced, which might alarm the masonic novice. All the obli-
gations, however, advance in profligacy as they rise in rank; and it is very soon
Perceived that the secrets intended, are really crimes and offences against the laws.
Thus in the master’s degree, an exception is made of murder and treason, which are
left at the discretibn of the affirmant. An exception is always of the same kind of
thing which the 5eneral words import. .

He who promises to keep all secrets excegt murder and treason, implies of neces-
sity, that by the other secrets, not excepted, he means other crimes. It follows,
therefore, that if cities are burned, women violated, houses broken, and merchants
ruined through forgery, by a master mason, no other master mason knowing the
facts as a secret, may reveal them, under the penalty of death and of moral peljug.
He may not reveal the secret as a witness on oath ; for there is no such exception. So
the obligation has been practised upon by masons on the western trials : and after
three years of such practice, during which this same counstruction has been urged
against masonry, that institution has not-denied the justness of it, by any known or
public act; nor does,it ap;l:ear to have taken a single step to correct the consciences
of the witnesses. It has, therefore, sanctioned the construction ; and reaped the ad-
vantage of it. It is too late now to retract. .

But the more express terms of this oath are somewhat more flagitious ; for in that
institution, which distinguished men among us do not hesitate to praise and foster,
it is declared by solemn rites and express words, that master masons are at full
liberty to conceal each others’ murders and treasons;—*¢ and these,” says the oath,
*tleft at my own discretion !” .

But if this excite our special wonder and awe; if we seem to doubt the evidence
of our senses, when we see an order of men in this country, in this age, stand pro-
minently forth to organize the possible means of safety for the highest crimes, and
to organize them with deliberation, and forecast, and rites, and oaths ; -what shall we
say, when advanc'mg some degrees farther, we find that this concealment is no
longer left optional, but is made a consecrated duty; and, as such, that it extends
to every crime ? In the oath of the royal arch degree, it is written, in words, at
length, * TREASON AND MURDER NoT EXCEPTED”(a). So itis understood by the
masonic authorities ; for, in the violence on Morgan, royal arch masons alone, as the
Committee understand and believe, were selected, and no one can doubt, but the se-
lection was made with reference to this obligation.

There remains, yet, a further enormity ; another wo. The secrets hitherto men-
tioned, are those intentionally communicated, as such. They embrace, therefore,
only the cases of actual conspiracy. But, in the obligation of the holy and thrice
illustrious order of the cross ; [the Cross of Christ!] ;in that obligation, is contained
the following clause :

(a) This obligation is not uniform in all the chapters. It is, sometimes, * all secrets
whatsoever,” sometimes, * all secrets without exception.” The most common form is be-
lieved to be that in the text. It is believed to be so given by the grand lecturer of the United
States, Mr. Jeremy L. Cross.—Note by one of the Committee.
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¢ [ do swear to keep sacred my brothers’ secrets, both when delivered to me as
“clltl" and when the nature of the information is such, as to require secrecy, for his
welfare.” N N :

‘The scope and object of this ebligation is, that knights of this order, should kee
secret each others’ transactions, when unintentionally or accidentally discovered. It
may apply to the traitor, the murderer, the incendiary, the thief, the counterfeiter,
&c., unexpectedly caught in the act. But, without insisting upon cases, which it
may still be hoped, are not of frequent occurrence, the Committee beg to draw the
attention of the cenventien, by way of hypothesis, to a case which may show, to
what amazing mischief a conspiracy, under such a bond, may lead, without the cora-
mission of any single crime, which can be called atrocious.

The public economy of the United States, is much regulated by, and dependent
upon, those laws, which respect our commercial interéourse with other nations.

e execution of these laws is committed to a comparatively small number of revenue
officers. Upon the fidelity of these men, interests are depending, which are, literally,
immense. It is not merely the public revenue and expenditure, the payment of the
public debt, and consequent support of credit and of government ;—far beyond all this,
the proper execution of those laws, enters into the value of every production of the
soil, and of every branch of industry. It is felt on every farm, by every fireside, in a
limited measure ; but in every great establishment of manufacturing industry, it is
felt in the prosperity or the ruin of the owner. To prevent the enactment or amendment
of these laws ; to break them down when Passed; or to evade their effect, neither
‘cunning, nor fraud, nor corruption, nor perjury, have been wanting. That the ob-
ligations of masonic secrecy have ever been interposed, to save a single bale of illicit
goods, when found liable to seizure, or toremit a penalty, or produce a false apprai-
sal, is a thing of which the Committee have no evidence. But when the wit and
wealth of England have been agplied to rid us, for our advantage, of laws found-
ed in vulgar prejudice, it would be passing wonderful, if they never lighted upon
this happiest of all instruments, for the improvement of our governmental economy.

" Let it only be remembered, that the custom-house officer, is usually and presump-
tively, a mason ; because few appointments are made, but from the order. Let us
then-suppose the very probable fact, thata masonic smuggler discovers the inspector
to be a brother mason: there is, then, a road opened, ngch, like Milton’s road from
the lower regions through chaos, camot be barricaded. ~The inspector is poor,
and, even if conscientious, must live by his office. The smuggler lands goods in his
open view, and asks no favours. He gives the sign of his order; he urges on the
work of fraud; and death to the inspector who betrays him. A small amount of
smuggled goods depresses the market ; for the reduction of price, operates most ex-
tensivelz upon mercantile opinion; prices fall; the manufacturer is ruined; the
establishment ceases to operate ; and the whole policy of a great and wise nation, is
thwarted by a few unseen and ignoble hands.

The Committee repeat, that tiey have no knowledge of any such fact. But, nei-
ther if the letter of John Aunderson, to a member of congress, attempting to corrupt
him, had been addressed to a real mason, as he supposed it was, should we ever
have known the application of masonry in corrugtmg legislatures ; nor should we
have thought of the safety with which every member may be tried, and tempted in
turn, for none can betray the secret. But let it once be calculated, how many let-
ters, of any single class or kind, are missent, in proportion fto those that are rightly
directed. Is there onein ten thousand? If not, then the mathematical probability
is, that .more than ten thousand masonic offers of corruption, have been sent and
concealed.

Apply any reasonable scale of probability to the evasion of the imposts; and it
will appear to be little less than a miracle, if the best and safest of all possible means,
that is, masonic means, have never been resorted to, for the purpose of treaking
down the revenue laws of our country. ’ '

The naked question, whether an oath against law, or agamst a prior natural or
moral obligation, can be binding, is solved in a very few words ; the solution is per-
fectly intelligible to every sound mind ; and necessarily, convincipg to every mind
which comprehends it. ¥l‘here is no room for two opinions. For, if such an oath
is not void 1n conscience, it is then binding ; and then the commission of any possible
crime being sworn to, would be matter ofl')conscience. .
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An oath, itself, is assumed, to impose some obligation. But a subsequent and
opp site oath is void, or not void. If not void, then it dissolves the obligation of the
former oath; and then, it may as well itself be rendered void, by a new and further
oath ; and, if so, then every oath may be annulled at pleasure, by taking a contrary
oath. Thus, truth and fidelity would be abandoned ; and men would be divested
of the most inviolable of all the bonds which cement and sanctify the social relations.

This masonic principle is thus self-destructive. For, if the masonic oath can
annihilate a prior oath, or moral obligation, then, it may itself be annihilated, by a
subsequent and contrary oath ; and thep, we are driven to say, in the same breath,
concerning every oath, that it is obligatory, or is not obligatory, at pleasure.

But those masons who contend for the obligatory effect of masonic oaths, and
who, at the same tige, have taken any oath to civil society, such as that of anofficer
or voter, are called upon to decide which oath is to be preferred, when the two come
in conflict. May the person thus situated, decide for himself which oath to keep ?
If s0, he is bound by neither. Is the prior oath obligatory? Then, it follows, that
every person who has first taken these masonic oaths, proclaims himself incapable of
civil trust. .

The Committee belieye, that the great body of merely nominal masons, who
regard the institution either with indifference or contempt, but do not openly
renounce it, are faithful to their country and its laws. They believe, also, that the
great body of the zealous and adhering masons, who act as a party, .consider their
masonic obligations, as in all cases paramount.

This principle was acted upon by the masonic judicatories, when deliberating
beforehand, on the fate of Morgan. It was fully believed by his executioners, when
amidst the storms and tumults of remonstrating conscience, they counselled concern-
ing his death. It has been extensively acted upon, by perjured witnesses, jurors,
and civil officers, to cover that crime.

In point of fact, any officer or voter, who, being a mason, takes an oath to support
the constitution, or faithfully to discharge his office, places himself in a condition,
where he may be subject to conflicting obligations. Thus, for example, Mr. Bruce,
the sheriff of Niagara, has been called to act under an accumulation of contradicto!
oaths. First, by his oath of office, he was bound to keep the peace, for every sheri
isa Peace-oﬂicer. Thenr, in obedience to his prior masonic oath, he broke the peace
by violence upon the person of William Morgan. Next, he was to summon a grand
jury, which was to investigate the Morgan outrage; and, on this jury, he placed a
ireat majority of masons, with set }{urpose to defeat the inquiry, thus again violating

is oath of office. On the trial of Whitney, at Canandaigua, he was called as a
witness, and testified the truth; and, in so doing, broke his masonic obligation.
Finally, being called upon to testify the same facts at the Batavia and Lockport
trials, he refused. Thus, for the sake of masonry, he again violates a high and
sacred duty, which every man owes to society : by that violation, prisoners escaped,
and guilt and crime came off triumphant.

The limited space allowed for this report, forbids the Committee to enlarge upon
many other points in the obligations of masonry, not less criminal than the foregoing.
Thus, the oath always to support a brother’s military fame and political preferment,
\ in preference to another’s, resolves the masonic order into one vast and permanent
conspiracy against the freedom of elections and the equality of civil right.

Every witness is sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth. But masonry requires them not so to testify agaipst a brother; so they
undetstand it, and, in numerous instances, have refused to be sworn, or to testify;
or in testifying, have dealt falsely. .

Every petit juror is sworn'* well and truly to try this cause,” &c. But, many
masons have, on full and fair trial, been set aside, by reason of their masonic obliga-
tions, as not impartial. Let there henceforth be no complaint, if we declare such
men unfit for civil “trust ; they have been judicially proved, and pronounced to be
unfit.

Every grand juror is sworn ¢ diligently to inquire and true presentment make,”
&c. But, masonry requires them to keep secrets, to deliver a brother, &ec.; and
masonic grand juries have refused to inquire, or make a presentment of offences,
perfectly well known to them.

Every polico justice. and other magistrate, constable, sheriff. and district attorney,

~
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takes an oath faithfully to execute his office. But, in multiplied instances, such
officers have betrayed the laws.

In all these cases, it is exceedingly plain, that the masonic obligations do come in
conflict with the higher obligations of duty and allegiance of the citizen, to his coun-

They have, in point of fact, engaged in that conflict, and they have pre-

vailed in it. -

But, there is a farther and more terrific view of this matter, which must be pre-
sented. Itis now some years, since many of these delinquencies of masonic wit-
nesses, jurors, and officers, were known to the high masonic authorities, who had
jurisdiction over them. But, those authorities have never, so far as appears, rebuked
them for these offences; on the contrary, they have aided, comforted, and abetted
the criminals. We are driven, therefore, to the conclusion, that the disabilities of
these masonic oaths, thus judicially proved, applies to the great body of those
masons, who constitute these judicatories, or act under them. If these men are dis-
franchised, it is not by our act, nor our sentence. It is by their own act; and judges
and: triers have pronounced upon the effect of it, before us.

The oath to follow an unworthy brother (in effect) with slander and defamation,
and to derange his business, and ruin his fortune, legitimize, though not in terms, the

awful weapon of false accusation, obloquy, and reproach. And the obligation to .

extricate a brother from difficulty, ¢ right or wrong,” defies all remark. Suppose
that difficulty to be, that he has betrayed his country! Suppose it to be, that he has
oppressed the widow, or robbed the fatherless, and is called on to refund!

f Andre had been a royal arch mason, and Van Wart and his companions had
been of the same degree, acknowledging the binding effects of their obligations, must
they not have rescued him from difficulty? Then, if they had done so, where would
have been West Point, and the liberties of America, and the hopes of mankind?

There is yet another masonic obligation, which, though not so directly importing
individual crime, is, in a political point of view, of still more fearful import, than all
that have preceeded.

The knights of the east and west, and of many other degrees, take an oath ‘to
pay due obedience and submission to all degrees beyond this, but particularly to the
princes of the royal secret, and the supreme council of grand inspector general of
the 33d, and regulate myself by their determinations,” &c. Now, here the
candidate binds himself to obey the unknown decrees, of an unknown supreme
inspectorship.

t will be found, that all degrees of masonry, from the highest to the lowest, are
subjected in grades of subordination, each to its superior; and the whole is united to
‘this mysteriously sublime and invisible head, by an iron chain of dependence.

This supreme council consists of nine persons. In Bernard’s Light on Masonry,
appears one of their edicts, in which, with titles, and attributes of power and mag-
nificence, only equalled by those of a Burmese monarch, they intimate their will to a
subject world, ¢ to the two hemispheres.” Let the people of these United States,
then, well understand the fact, that 100,000 of the most active, efficient, and intelli-
gent men, embracing almost all in office, from the president, downwards; banded
together with sanctions of blood, and oaths of perdition; with discipline, with con-
cert, with signs of recognition, and cyphers of secret correspondence ; armed with
the public press, and bearing, in their train, the artillery of slander, and of the
ruin of men, are united, to engross all power and influence, and to direct the
resources of a great nation, to the separate profit of their order. This is no gloss of
ours ; it is their own claim, written in words at length, or necessarily implied, in
nearly all their documents.

Long ago would your Committee, wading through this mire of depravity, have
wished to quit polluted ground. But there is yet one topic, which, as it seems to them
never to have Eeen duly weighed by the anti-masonic public, they wish to notice.

A part of the master’s oath in Bernard’s Light on Masenry, p. 63, is thus expressed :
“ Furthermore, I do promise and swear, that if any part of this solemn oath or obli-
gation be omitted at this time, that I will hold myself amenable thereunto whenever
informed.”

Thus every master mason is, or may be, bound by his oath to observe an unknown
oath. In addition to the topic just mentioned, it will now be seen that a mason may
be bound to perform unheard of acts, by unsuspected obligations.

\
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The Committee know not how to discuss a question so l‘evolting to all shoral send-
ment as this,—** whether such an oath can be binding.” They hold it ap rather to
the observation of mankind, and would appeal to all, masons or not masons, to say,
Is not such an oath a moral abomination? »

But this part of the obligation is pregnant with further remark. The oath-does
not bind him to observe any part which may be forgotten, or omitted bg mistake ;
nor has it any limitation whatever: it is simply to observe * any part which may be
omitted.” Therefore any part inay be omitted; and that intentionally. When a
religious man is to be received, the sacrilegious parts mdy be dropped or softened :
when an intelligent and honest statesman is a candidate, the parts may be left out
which are hostile to civil liberty: when any one hesitates or objects, as many have
done, the whole may be slurred over. The Committee have no doubt but here is
one explanation of the fact, that some masons of fair reputation are found, who de::iy
that they took such oaths, and deny it in terms, which so far as can be discovered,
seem free of equivocation.

If great and good men like Washington, Franklin, Fayette, and others were
actually master masons, and if they ever attended the lodge a second time, of which
the Committee know no evidence, the solution of that fact will probably be found
in this elastic and accommodating quality of the oaths, by which they are made to fit
every shape. As regards revolutionary men, however, such as military officers here,
and our diplomatists in France, it is not impossible that the importance of penetra-
ting all secrets, and of guarding against possible mischief, might justify them in keep-
ing a watchful eye upon the interior of the lodges.

On the subject of oaths obtained by compulsion, or deception, or surprise : also of
those made upon an express or implied condition, time forbids the Committee to do
more than to refer the Kaamed to the great authorities in morals who have treated
on those subjects. Good faith is the basis of all obligations; and without the intent
to swear, real or expressed, theré is no oath. In whatever degree any oath is
imposed by actual or virtual compulsion—by surprise or deception—or on an implied
or express condition which is unperformed, the oath is void. A great anthority (a)
puts a case exactly apposite to masonry; that is, a person who has brought us very
agreeable news is promised a reward : butif it turns out that the néws is false, the
promise fails.

There is a further consideration regarding all illegal oaths; and all that are against
good morals, or of mischievous tendency, which has but lately occurred to the Com-
mittee in the particular point of view in which it is now presented. It is this: that
the fact of taking or administering such oaths, is a misdemeanor at the common law.
The candidate who takes the oath; and not the presiding master only, but every
member of the lodge willingly assisting, is liable to indictment and punishment. The
Comnmittee present this to tﬁe convention as a great and preservative principle of our
institutions. It is one which is believed to furnish the best and happiest solution of
the great question, ¢ How shall masonry, when once put down, and when the public
watchfulness becomes relaxed, be prevented from an insidious revival?” Forgetting
this wise and sanitary provision of our birthright common law, some have sought
from the legislatures, a statute remedy. It is unnecessary. No lodge can exist for

any great lenigth of time, nor embrace many members, without being known. It will
then be possible for a grand jury to find and examine the old and new members ; b
detailed examinations, to sift out every fact, and by cautious industry, thread
mazes of masonic secrecy. The Committee think that this power of the grand
juries should be extensively made known, and should be (firectly acted upon,
wherever grand juries can be assembled who arc not fettered by masonic obligations.
It should be acted upon by way of practice and preparation, and for the purpose of
exemplifying the power and establishing the principle, even though it should result
that no admission of members have taken place. This will save the necessity of any
such resort to new remedies, as might awaken a just fear of new precedents and
violent changes. Thus, there is ever at hand an unfailing remedy : it applies against
all secret associations alike; it will for ever furnish to free institutions the best of all
possible defences, against their most besetting dangers.

In closing their report, the Committee beg leave to remark, that. if they have

(a) Puffendorf, in the chapter above cited.
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seemed to be prolix, they could not think it allowable, to treat lightly or obscurely,
a subject connected so deeply with the foundations of civil order and moral obliga-
tion, as this which has been committed to them. It is felt, that no man of right moral
sentiment could approach the subject, without a reverential regard to its importance,
and a deep sentiment of the responsibility of rightly discriminating between sacred
things, and the profanation of them. ) '

On the one side, cries are every where raised *of moral perjury.” It is believed
that this convention, and all good citizens, feel a deep sense of ebligation, to the
fearless and virtuous men, who in the face not of death merely, but of infinite calumny

-and reproach, revealed the secrets of masonry. = Those men acted from an impulse
of virtue, and generally without time for advisement. But it has been most grateful
to your Committee, to find in every step of their investigations, that the principles
which are here presented, and which vindicate the conduct of their excellent friends,
have been announced from age to age, and published by the most wise and venerated
teachers of morals; and moreover by the oracles of divine truth.

But the most important of all consequences is, that if these principles are right,
masonry must fall. ) '

The 1nstitution lives on mystery and secrecy, and these depend on the oaths.
Multitudes who abhor the institution, are prevented by conscientious scruples, from
renouncin? its authority and revealing its secrets.. But when once it enmes to be
fenerall elt that no such oaths are obligatory, the bond of union will be broken.

t is broken already. The cement of the masonic temple is dissolved; the arches
are falling, and the doors are unhinged; and all the abominations of the inner
recesses, are openly exposed to the observance of mankind.

«



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

The Committee ¢;f seceding masons, of which Mr. Thacher i chairman, and which
Committee, by resolution of Thumdazé the 16th of September, were instructed and
empowered to prepare a summary «;'/; the prominent points in each degree, when time
might permit, a_/g: the rising of the convention, have furnished, through Mr. Ward
and Mr. Armstrong, members of said Commilttee, the following Report :

By an oath to the Father of Spirits, freemasons require the life, and think to pledge
the soul of each brother, for the security of their mysteries. Our apology for
despising the penalties of freemasonry, will be read in our disclosures. These will
show the masonic system to be sinful; such as we are not bound to sustain by
religious obligations. An oath, is a religious obligation ; but neither moral nor
religious obligations, neither a promise nor an oath, can bind us to disobey God.

he system of freemasonry, in the first three degrees, dates from creation, and
represents itself to have come from Moses and Solomon, and the apostles ; but the
witness is false, and we cannot bear it, without a breach of the ninth commandment.
The system of freemasonry lightly uses the name ef the Lord our God ; we cannot
uphold it, and be guiltless of taking the name of the Lord in vain. The system of
freemasonry exacts the life of its candidates, which we cannot defend, without viola-
ting the sixth commandment of the decalogue.

e present freemasonry, not as it was fifty or a hundred years ago, but as it is
now; not as Franklin and Washington received it, but as it was given to us in their
great names. Secret societies tend fast to corruption, and speculative masonry, in
its short day, has made a rapid progress. It has materially degenerated in this
country within the last forty years. What it has been, each may inquire for himself;
but what it is now, we know, and here set forth. Having experimental acquain-
tance with it, as it now exists, in Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Maryland, we find it uniform
throughout, and declare it to be in the main, fairly set forth in ** Light on Masonry.”

OF THE LODGES.

The whole system is made up of what are termed defrees of the order. These
are forty-three and more, in this country. The symbolic Jodges confer the first three
degrees(a). 'The room in which a symbolic lodge is held, represents the most holy
place of King Solomon’s temple. The principal officers are, the worshipful master,
and the senior and junior wardens. Lodges are controlled by grand lodges, as the
church is by general assemblies, convocations, and conferences. -

The oldest lodge in these states, is St. John’s Lodge, Boston, established by the
grand lodge of England, A.D. 1733. Prior to the declaration of American Inde-
{)endence, in 1776, the provincial lodges were dependent upon the British grand
odges. During, and after the revolution, the sevaral states formed independent

(:2 The four succeeding, are usually conferred by the chapter. Then the arrangement of
the degrees becomes confused ; but, for this time, we follow nearly the Ahiman Rezon, of Mary-
land, 1826, and put the degrees conferred by the encampment, from the seventh to the eleventh ;
and the degrees conferred by the council of the Trinity, from the eleventh to the fourteenth.
The fourteenth to the twenty-fourth, inclusive, are conferred by the sublime grand lodge of
perfection. The twen}y-ﬁﬁh and twenty-sixth, by the council of princes of Jerusalem ; from the
twenty-seventh to the forty-third, inclusive, are given by the inspectors, who are sovereigns of
masonry, for life.
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grand lodges, and each state now has a grand odge, as much as it has a state legis-
lature ; and tne meetings of the grand lodge, and of the state legislature, are usually
simultaneous. In 1822, an attempt was made to form a federal grand lodge for the
United States. The grand lodge of Tennessee, in vain renewed the attempt, in 1829.

In the process of taking the degrees, no person knows, or can know, masonically,
any sign, or word, or token, or oath, of any degree of masonry, above the degree he
has taken, because such knowledge could only be had in violation of masonic obliga-
tions. Each-degree of masonry comprises an obligation, or a penalty, the design of
which is, to bind the candidate to the observance of an inviolable secrecy of all
masonic transactions. On receiving the obligation of an entered apprentice, which
is the first degree of masonry, the candidate is prepared in a manner which is
termed, masonically, ¢ neither naked nor clothed, barefoot nor shod, kood-winked, and
with-a cable-tow round his meck.” . Thus prepared, he is made first to kneel for the
benefit of a lodge prayer; he is then instructed to kneel before the masonic altar, on -
his left knee, to put his left hand under the bible, and his right hand on the open,
bible, square, and compasses, in which situation he takes the obligation, by repeating
the words after the master of the lodge. The master addresses the candidate thus:
¢ Mr. ——, you are now placed in a proper position to take upén you the solemn
oath or obligation of an entered all)pre‘nuce mason, which I assure you, is neither to
affect your religion nor politics. If itis of your own free will and accord, that you
thus present yourself, repeat your name, and say, after me.” The following obliga-
tion is then administered : “I, , of my own free will and accord, in presence of
Almighty God, and this worshipful lodge of free and accepted masons, dedicated to
God, and held forth to the holy order of Saint John, do hereby and hereon, most
solemnly and sincerely proiise and swear, that I will always hail, ever conceal, and
never reveal any part or parts, art or arts, point or points of the secrets, arts, and mys-
teries of ancient freemasonry which I have received, am about to receive, or may be
hereafter instructed in, to any person or persons in the known world, exceptit be a
true and lawful brother mason, or within the body of a just and lawfully constituted .
lodge of such, and not unto him, or unto them, whom I shall hear so to be, but unto
him and them only, whom I shall find so to be, after strict trial, and due examina-
tion, or lawful information. Furthermore do I promise and swear, that I will not
‘write, print, stamp, stain, hew, cut, carve, indent, paint, or engrave it, on any thing
moveable or immoveable, under the whole canopy of heaven, whereby, or whereon
the least letter, figure, character, mark, stain, shadow, or resemblance of the same,
may become legible or intelligible to myself or any other person in the known
world, whereby the secrets of masonry may be unlawfully obtained, through my
unworthiness. 'To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely promise and swear,
without the least equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me
whatsoever ; binding myself under no less penaltg, than to have my throat cut
across, my tongue torn out by the roots, and my body buried in the rough sands
of the sea, at low water mark, where the tide ebbs and flows twice in twen?—
four hours. So help me God, and keep me steadfast, in the due performance of the
same.”

After taking the obligation, the candidate is brought to light, by uncovering his
eyes, at the command of the most worshipful master, profanely issued in the words
of the Almighg, ¢ let there be light,” and as the bandage falls, the master adds,
¢ there was.lff t!* He is then taught the first step of a mason, together with the
sign, grip, and word, Boaz, in the manner which is accurately explained in Morgan’s
Illustrations, and in Light on Masonry.

In taking the second or fellow-craft’s degree, the candidate is attired in the prepa-
ration room, as at first, with slight variations. He is brought to more light in masonry,
by the removal of his hood, and the profane use of the same words of Secripture.
"l};le obligation of this degree, comprises the following points : ** I will not give the
degree o%a fellow-craft mason to any one of an inferior degree ; I will support the .
constitution of the grand lodge, under which this lodge is held, and conform to all
the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this, or any other lodge, of which I may at any
time hereafter become a member, as far as in my power; I will obey all regular
signs and summonses, given, handed, sent, or thrown to me by tl}e hand of a brother
fellow-craft mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted lodge of such,

'




56] REPORT OF SECEDING MASONS 3

rovided it be within the length of my cable-tow, or square and angle of my work.”?
?l‘he penalty attached to this obligation is, ‘ to have my left breast torn open, and
my heart and vitals taken from thence, and thrown over my left shoulder, and carried
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, there to become a prey to the wild beasts of the field,
and vultures of the air, if-ever I should prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of
this, my solemn oath or obligation, of a FELLOW-CRAFT MASON. So help me God,
and keep me steadfast in the due performance of the same.” :

This degree of masonry has its pass-word, sign, grip, and word. The pass-word
is Shibboleth ; the word is JACHIN.

In the third degree, called * the sublime degree of a master mason,” the candidate is at-
tired in the preparation room, with hood-wink, eable-tow, indispensables, and slippers :
he is brought to ¢ further light in masorry,” by the same process used to bring him ¢ o
light,” and, then, * to more light in masonry.” He is told that, asin the first degree, on
coming to light, he saw both points of the compasses concealed beneath the square,
it was to signify, that he was yet ignorant of two principal points of masonry; that
as he also saw in the fellow-crafts’ degree, one point of tge compasses above the
square, and the other beneath, it was to denote his ignorance of yet one material
point of masonry ; but, as in this, the third degree, he sees both points of the com-
passes elevated above the square, it denotes that he is about to receive all the light
which can be given him in a master’s lodge.

The obligation of this degree, eomprises the following points:

«I promise and swear, that I will not wrong this lodge, or a brother of this. degree,
to the value of one cent, knowingly, myself, nor suffer it to be done by others, if in my
power to preventit. I promise and swear, that a master mason’s secrets, given to
me in charge, as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as secure and
inviolable in my breast, as in his own, when communicated to me, murder and trea-
son excepted, and these left to my own election. I promise and swear, that I will
not violate the chastity of a master mason’s wife, mother, sister, or daughter, I
knowing them to be such, norsuffer it to be done by others if in my power to prevent
it. I promise and swear, that I will go on a master mason’s errand, whenever
required, even should I have to go barefoot and barehead, if within the length of my
cable-tow, (mystically three miles.) )

¢ I promise, and swear, that if any part of this, my solemn oath or obligatien be
omitted at this time, I will hold myself amenable thereunto, whenever informed.
To all which I do most solemnly and sincerely ‘Promise and swear, with a fixed and
steady purpose of mind in me, to keep and perform the same, binding myself under
no less penalty, than to have my body severed in two in the midst, and divided to the
north and south, my bowels burnt to ashes in the egntre, and the ashes scattered te
the four winds of heaven, that there might not the least trace of remembrance
remain among men or masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should be, were
I ever to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn oath or obliga-
tion of a master mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due per-
formance of the same.”

«I promise and swear that I will not give the master’s word, which I shall here-
after receive, neitherin the lodge, nor out of it, except it be on the five points of fellow-
ship, and then not above my breath; I promise and swear that I will notgive the grand
hailing sign of distress, except I am in real distress, or for the benefit of the craft,
when at work ; and should I ever see that sign given, or hear the word accompany-
ing it, and should the person who gave it appear to be in distress, I will fly to his
‘relief at the risk of my life, should there be a greater probability of saving his life
than of losing my own. I promise and swear tshntl will not speak evil of a brother

“master mason, behind his back or before his face ; but I will apprise him of all
approaching danger, if in my power. I promise and swear that I will always
remember a brother master mason, when on my knees, offering up my devotions
10 Almighty God.” .

After this he is made to kneel down and pray : is assaulted, mystically killed, and
twice buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum ; raised to life after fifteen days corrup-
tion, by king Solomon, and gifted with the awful word, MAH! HAH! BoNE! as a substi-
tute for the real word of a master mason, until future generations find out the true
word. 'This the candidate is led to search for in the deeper mysteries of masonry.
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ROYAL ARCH MASONRY.

The four next degrees in the mystery, are committed in this eountry alone to a
masonic government called Chapter, for the primary body, Grend Chapter for a
state, and General Grand Chapter for the federal union. 'The mystery of the ehapter

nds to have come, in part, from heaven, by Moses, Soloman, aud Zerubbabel, to
this generation ; but it is certain that the primeval chapter was instituted, A. D.
1747, at Arras, in France ; that Moses Michael Hayes, & Jew, introdueed it with the
still deeper mysteries into this eoumr; by a patent, dated 6th of December, 1778 ;
that the first mention of a Chapter of masons in this country, which we have been
able to find, was in 1796 ; thatthe first Grand Chapter was instituted at Philadelphia,
A. D. 1797, and the first for the northern states at Hartford, January, 1798; and
that the first General Grand Chapier of the United States was instituted at the eity
of New York, 6th June, 1816. e introduce these facts to show the unblushing
effrontery of royal arch masonr{. and to enable our readers the better ta appreciate
the rites and obligations which follow.

The room in which a chapter meets, is called the mest holy place. The three
Brincipal officors of the chapter, are the most excellent high priest after the erder of

hisedek, and thie excellent king, and the excellent seribe. The mark master’s
degree is the fourth in masonry, and the first in the chapter. In it the candidate is
required to play a very feolish part, and then te keep it a secret under the oath and
penalty. Heis caused to swear in the following words :

¢ In addition to my former obligations, ¥ do promise and swear that I will supgort
the constitution of the general grand royal arch chapter of this state, under which
this lodge is held, and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations, of this, or
any other lodge of mark master masons, of which I may at any time hereafter be-
come a member. Furthermore do I promise, that I will not sell, swap, barter, or
exchange my mark, (a) which I shall hereafter choose, nor send it a second time to
pledge, until it is lawfully redeemed from the first.  Furthermore do I promise and
swear, that I will receive a brother’s mark when offered to me, requesting a favour,
and grant him his request if in my power ; and if it is not in my power to grant his
request, I will return his mark with the value thereof, which is 2 shekel of silver,
or a quarter of a dollar. To all which I do most solemnly swear, under no less
penalty than to have my right ear smote off, and my right hand chopped off as an
1mpostor, if I should prové wilfully guilty of violating any part of this my solemn
oath or obligation of a mark master mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast
to keep -and perform the same.”

The candidate for past-master, the second degree of the chapter, is made a mirthful
butt for all the brethren, which, in addition to his other obligations, he is sworn to
keep secret under penalty of having his tongue split from tip to root.

he penalty of the most excellent master’s degree is, ¢ to have my breast torn
open, and my heart and vitals taken from thence and exposed to rot on a dunghill,
if ever I violate puy part of this my solemn oath or obligation of a most excellent
master mason. So help me God, and make me steadfast to keep and perform the
same.”

The obligation of the roial arch degree of masonry contains the following elause,
in addition te the former obligations :

“1do %romise and swear, that I will not give the grand omnific royal arch word,
which I shall bereafter receive, neither in the chapter nor out of it, except there be
Kresent two companious, royal arch masons, who with myself make three, and then

y three times three under a living arch, not above my breath. Furthermore, that
I'will not reveal the ineffable characters belonging to this degree, nor retain the ke
to them in my possession, but destroy it whenever it comes to my sight; that
will aid and assist a companion royal arch inason, when engaged in any difficulty,
and espouse his cause, sofar as to extricate him from the same, if it be in my power,
whether he be right or wrong. Also, that I will promote a companion royal arch
mason’s political preferment, in preference to another of equal qualification.” In
some chapters, the foregoing clause is thus administered : * Furthermore do I pro-

(a) A secret token commonly impressed upon some metal, which token each mark master ig
required to select for himself, and to register it in the lodge.
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mise and swear, that I will vote for a companion royal arch mason, before any other
of equal qualifications.” In other chapters, this clause of the obligation is altogether
omitted : ¢ Furthermore do I promise and swear, that a companion royal arch
mason’s secrets, given to me in charge as such, and knowing him to Ee such,
shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast, as in his own, murder and
treason not excepted.” 'The last clause, is sometimes varied, thus: « All the secrets
of a companion, without exception ;" or, ¢ whatsoever.” ¢ All which I most solemnly
and sincerely promise and swear, with a firm and steadfast resolution to perform the
same, without any equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of mind in me
whatsoever. Binding myself under no less penalty, than that of having my skull
smote off, and my brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun, should I ever,
knowingly or wilfully, violate or transgress any part of this-my solemn oath or
obligation of a royal arch mason. So help me God, and keep me steadfast in the due
performance of the same.”(a) ’
The grand omnific royal arch word, ¢ long lost but now found,” is JAH-BUH-LUN.
Candidates are instructed to understand that this word signifies God, in three diffe-
rent languages, (i. e.) Hebrew, Chaldaic, and Syriac, and that it is the true word of a

(a) The cypher alluded to in the oath, is the same A. Burr used in his conspiracy. Solicitous to furnish it
in the most perspicuous manner, one of the committee obtained the following letter :

Dxar SIr,
In compliance with your request, I take frent ﬁleaanre in furnish'mglethe royal arch cypher,
““ with a key to it.” e oypher consists of combinations of right 8, in various attitudes,

with the addition of a dot, or point, to each. The key is thus delin . and when understood,
explains the mystery to the commonest capacity.

Being dissected, it forms thirteen distinct characters, thus: ‘

123456 78 910111213
JULIOCAArVA>KC

A point placed within each, gives thirteen more, thus:

123456 78910111213
JULIBDC IAFRFVA>C<

Making a total of twenty-six ; just equal to the number of letters in the English alphabet.

There are two ways, at least, of combining and using these characters, for the purposes of

secret correspondence. One method, is to call the first sign, J a; the same with a point,

&), bi &c.  Another is to apply them, in their regular course, to the first half of the alphabet,

M EY u b; and so on, to m; after which, repeat them with a dot, beginning with o mi

u 0; &e. to € 2.

The alphabet, according to the first method, stands thas: )
abcd_efﬂhijklmno r s t
JAUULL3agpcEInArrYY

uvwRzIXxy z
AADD>LL

According to the second method, thus:

abcde,fﬁ.lhijklmno pﬂrst uvwIeyz

Jl.ll..:lq(_r. ArVAS<JULIAOETIAFVA><

. . Application as per first example.

#
. thee Brother Boaz!

1 t
0 afLLV VILL JFAVALE Jnd<
1 am, respectfully yours, JARVIS F. HANKS,

" Late High Priest of Webb Chapter, Cleaveland, Ohio
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mason. The pass-word of this degree, by which a royal arch mason makes himself
known to a companion, is, * I AM TEAT [ AM.” Thus should a companion ask a
stranger, ‘*“ Are you a royal arch mason ?"”’ and the answer should be, ‘I am that I
am,” this would be masonically an affirmative answer. After the oath the candi-
dates are conducted three times around the room, and then are caused to kneel down
and pray, and also to thank God that they are * laid under new and stronger obliga-
tions of virtue and holiness!” They arise and travel again. A mock representation
of the burning bush s presented to them, and a voice is heard uttering the words of
Jehovah to Moses : ¢ Draw not nigh hither ; put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the
place where thou standest is holy ground. I am the God of thy fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face, for he
was afraid to look upon God.” The candidates’ shoes are put off, and their eyes
are covered to suit the action to the words. The scene suddenly shifts to the
destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar. The breaking down of the walls is
figured by overthrowing the candidates, amidst the din of cannon balls, feet, and
chairs. Another change brings them in hood-winked, captives on their way from
Babylon to Jerusalem, to rebuild the temple. They are introduced with the words,
s I will lead the blind in a way they knownot,” &c. They are conducted beneath the
locked hands of the companions, forming a double line, and are bidden to * stoop
low ; he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” That the hope of exaltation may be
inversely measured by the lowliness of the stoop, the brethren usually bear the can-
didate down prostrate upon the floor.

This journey is called the rugged road; and to make it indeed so, suitable stum-
bling blocks are laid for the blindfolded ; but as all this represents the pious desire
of the Jewish captives in Babylon, to return and build the temple of Jerusalem,
the candidates are caused three several times to kneel and implore the divine
Euidnnce and protection, amidst the self-laid dangers of the way! They pass the

ifferent veils of the tabernacle, by the use of the name of the Almighty, and by
imitating, through their conductor, the signs which Moses was divinely directed
to exhibit in the court of Pharaoh. They discover the ark of the covenant, and
ﬁpose its pretended contents, with repeated exclamations of ** HOLINESS TO THE

RD.”

In a brief outline of masonry, it is impossible to represent all the profanity of
the royal arch chapter. The grip, the grand hailing sign, &c. are correctly described
in ¢ Light on Masonry.” .

ORDERS OF MASONIC KNIGHTHOOD.—ENCAMPMENTS.

The encampment is the third region in the descent to the mystical Tartarus. It
embraces three degrees. It has for its chief officers, a most eminent grand com-
mander, a generalissimo, a captain-general, and a prelate, each with the title of
eminent. The state administration is committed to each grand encampment, and
the national administration, td the general grand encampment of the United States.
The first mentioned grand encampment to our knowledge, in the United States,
convened at Philadelphia, the 12th of May, A. D. 1797. A convention held at Pro-
vidence, Rhode Island, May 5th, 1805, organized a United States’ grand, encami)(-
ment ; but the federal grand encampment was instituted at the city of New York,
iln8 ;!I‘e sarae month and year, with the federal grand royal arch chapter, June 22d,

G. )

The traditions of the masonic encampment, make it come from the chivalric
knights of the crusades ; but history traces its origin to the city of Lyons, in France,
and to the year of our Lord 1743.

The penalty of the degree of knights of the red cross, the first degree of the en-
campment, is to have ‘my house torn down, the timbers thereof set up, and Ihanged
thereon, and when the last trump shall blow, to be for ever excluded from the society
of all true and courteous knights, should I ever wilfully or knowingly violate any
part of this my solemn obligation, of knight of said red cross. So help me God,
and make me steadfast to keep and perform the same.”

In the knight templar and knight of Malta degrees, the candidate is put in retire-
ment for a season, masonically termed the chamber of reflection. He travels in pil-
grim’s weeds three mystic years. He is then sworn, in addition to his previous obli-
gations, in the following words : ¢ I will answer and obey all due signs and regular
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swummonses, which shall be given or sent to me from regular encampments of knights
templars, if within the distance of forty miles ;—natural infirmities and unavoidable
accidents only excusing me. I will help, aid, and assist with mfy counsel, mz purse,
and my sword, all poor and indigent knight templars, &c. so far as truth, honour,
and justice may warrant. I will go the distance ‘of forty miles, even barefoot, and
on frost{ ground, to save the life, and relieve the distresses of a wo. knight. I
will wield my sword in defence of innocent virgins, destitute widows, helpless orphans,
and the Christian religion. Binding myself under no less penalty, than to have my
head struck off, and placed on the highest spire in Christendom, should I knowingly
or wilfully, violate any part of this my solemn obligation of a knight templar. o
help me God,” &ec. *

e then sms three mystic years in warfare, for ** innocent virgins, destitute widoros,
helyleu orphans, and the Christian religion.” Placed at the foot of a triangular
table, (on which a coffin is laid, surmounted with the bible, and the whole crowned
with a death’s head and cross-bones, while twelve tapers, representing the twelve
apostles, arranged in the form of a triangle, line the edge of the table,) the candidate
is made to extinguish one taper, for a figure of the death of Judas. He then drinks
four libations, following the words of the most eminent. To prepare him for the
fifth libation, he is sent on a year’s pilgrimage, with a human skull in one hand, and
8 Iifhted taper in the other. He beholds the ascension of the Lord in transparency,
and hears the anthem : ’

“ The rising God forsakes the tomb.”

Suitable passages are read from the New Testament. He is then returned to the foot
of the table, and required to drink the fifth libation, ‘* as an emblem of the bitter cup
of death, from which, even the Saviour of the world, notwithstanding his ardent
prayers and solicitations, was not exempted.” The passion scene of the garden of
Gethsemane, is read from the evangelist, with emphasis upon the words, * Heavenly
Father, let THI3 cup pass from me;” after whic'l;, the grand commander takes the
crown of a human skull, pours wine intoit, and gives the candidate to drink, at the
conclusion of the following obligation, repeated after the most eminent commander :

¢« This pure wine I now take, in testimony of my belief of the mortality of the
body and the immortality of the soul. And may this libation appear as a wit-
ness against me, both here and hereafter ; and, as the sins of the world were laid
on the head of the Saviour, so may all the sins committed by the persan whose
skull this was, be heaped upon my head, in addition to my own, should I ever
knowingly or wilfully violate or transgress any obligation, that I have heretofore
taken, take at this time, or shall at any future period take, in relation to any
degree of masonry, or order of knighthood. So help me God.” This is called
the sealed obligation, because it is a seal upon all masonic obligations, and is
considered more binding than any other special obligation.

The candidate is then dubbed, and furnished with the due guard, penitent’s
pass, hailing sign, grip, and word of a masonic templar. The word is Golgotha,
and the grand hailing sign of distress is made, by the templar’s throwing himself into
the attitude of our Saviour nailed to the cross. i

The knight of Malta is known by signs and words of profanity, surpassing, in some
respects, any before given; they consist of a representation of the interview between
our blessed Saviour and Thomas, after the resurrection. ¢ Reach hither thy finger,
and behold my hands,” &ec. :

COUNCILS.

The next government in the pit of freemasonry, below the encampment, is called
a council. In the darkness of these regions, sensible approach is made towards
chaos. 'The first council is that of the Trinity ; it embraces three degll:ees.

1st. Knights of the Christian mark, and guards of the conclave. They swear, in
these words : *I will protect and su‘)‘ ort the followers of the Lord Jesus Christ,
feed them, if hungry, give them drink, if thirsty, if naked, clothe them with gar-
ments, teach them, if ignorant, and admonish them for their food. All this I pro-
mise in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, and if I perform it not, let
me be Anathema Maran-atha, Anathema Maran-atha.”

They clothe the candidate in a white robe, saying: ¢ He thatbelieveth and endu-
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reth unto the end, the same shall overcome; and I will cause his iniquities to pass
from him, and he shall dwell in my presence for ever and ever. Take away his
filthy garments, and clothe him with a change of raiment; for he that overcometh,
the same shall be clothed in white raiment, and his name shall be writtenin the
book of life, and I will confess his name before my Father, and his holy angels,”
&c. His lips are touched by a live coal from the altar, saying : * All thy sins are
removed, and thy iniquities blotted out.” He is sealed in the forehead one of the
144,000, ¢ who have passed through great tribulation, and have washed their robes,
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, which was slain from the founda-
tion of the world.” The officers of this degree, * represent the Almighty, both
the Father and the Son; two archangels; the six men whom Ezekiel saw in
vision, as recorded in the ninth chapter of his prophecies; the recording angel,
who inscribes in the book of life the names of the ‘¢ sealed;”” an angel conductor,
and an angel guard. The candidate represents a saint, and his initiation into the
conclave .the reception of a saint into heaven, not through the merits of the
Redeemer, but on account of his own good works. The whole degree is blas-
phemy ; a burlesque on divine revelation, on heaven, holiness, and God.”(a)

2d. Knights of the holy sepulchre. The candidates kneel at the foot of the altar.
The prelate takes the bread, and says : ¢ Brethren, eat ye all of this bread, in love,
that ye may learn to support ‘each other.” He then takes the cup, and says:
“Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify the vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain
one another.”

3d. The degree of the ¢ holy and thrice illustrious order of the cross,” denominated
the council of the Trinity. The brother of this degree, is recommended by his
secret mark, to the confidence of all those throughout the world, who can tru?
and deservedly say, “ I am a Christian.” This secret mark is the initials, « I. H. 8.
Baal Sha Lisha, I am the Lord.” One clause of the obligation of this degree is,
“I further swear, that should T know another to violate any éssential part of this
obligation, I will use my most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to
bring such person to the strictest and most condign J)uni.shmont, agreeably to the
rules and usages of our most ancient fraternity ; and this, by peinting him out to
the world as an unwon’h‘y vagabond, by opposing his interest, by deranging his
business, by transferring “his character after him, wherever he may go, and by
exposing him to the contempt of the whole fraternity, and of the world, but of
our jllustrious order more especially, during his whole natural life.” The penalty
of this obligation is, * To die the death of a traitor, by having a spear thrust
into my left side.” In a third obligation of this degree, are the following clauses :
“I do mow, by the honour and power of the mark of the holy and illustrious
order of the cross, solemnly swear, that I do hereby accept of, and will for ever
consider the cross and mark of this order, as my only hope, that I will make it
. the test of faith and fellowship; I swear to advance my brother’s best interest,
by always supporting his military fame, and political preferment, in opposition to
any other. I swear tolook'on his enemies as my enemies, his friends as my friends,
and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance accordingly. I swear to
keep my brother’s secrets, both when delivered to me as such, and when the
nature of the information is such, as to require secrecy for his welfare. To all
this, and to every part thereof, I do now, as before, solemnly, and in truth, bind
and obligate my soul ; and, also, in the earthly penalties, to wit, that for the viola-
tion of the least matter or particle of any of the heretofore obligations, I become
the silent and mute subject of the displeasure of the illustrious order, and have
their power and wrath turned on my head, to my destruction and dishonor, which,
like the nail of Jael, may be the sure end of an unworthy wretch. To all this

I swear.”

THE SUBLIME GRAND LODGE OF PERFECTION.

According to the best maps of the modern Erebus, the lodge of perfection occupies
the region beneath the profane council of the Trinity ; but, some place it below
e_chapter, and on.the same level with the encampment. No man can reach the

—

(a) Noble D. Strong.
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deeper mysteries of masonry in this countri, without first becoming & royal arch
mason. But, when this degree is taken, there are different roads to the further
degrees. A royal arch mason may enter the lodge of perfection, and descend to the
ineffable degree of * grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason ;" or he may go into
the masonic encampment, and take the degrees of knighthood, and then enter the
lodge of perfection. This lodge contains eleven degrees, called the

INEFFABLE DEGREES OF PERFECTION.

On the degree of * secret master,” whichis the first of the eleven ineffable degrees,
the obligation binds the candidate, ‘ to obey the orders and decrees of the council of
princes of Jerusalem, under penalty of the penalties of all former degrees.”

The obligation of ¢ perfect master,” which is the second degree of the lodge of
perfection, binds the candidate to secrecy, under the penalties of all his former obli-
gations, concluding with Amen, four-times.

The obligation of the degree of ‘ intimate secretary,” binds the candidate to secrecy,
and obedience to the mandates and decrees of the grand council of princes of Jeru-
salem, under penalty of having his body dissected, bowels taken out, heart cut in
pieces, and the whole thrown to the wild beasts of the field, In taking this degree,
the candidate is arrested by Hiram, king of Tyre, dragged from the anti-chamber, .
into the lodge room, before king Solomon, and condemned to death, for being dis-
covered in an attitude of listening, to obtain the secrets of the grand council, but is
afterwards pardoned, on coxrdition of taking the oath of secrecy.

The obligation of the degree of ¢ provest and judge,” concludes with a penalty of
all the penalties of-the former degrees.

The obligation of the degree of ‘ intendant of the building,” or ** master in Israel,”
has this penalty: “ To have the body severed in two, and the bowels taken out ;” to
which the candidate says, Amen. .

In the obligation of the * elected knight of nine,” the candidate swears thus: « I
do solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty God, that I will revenge the assassi-
nation of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murderers, but, also, on all
who may betray the secrets of this lodge : (a) and if I violate this, my obligation, I
consent to be struck with the dreadful poniard of vengeanmce now presented to me,
and to have my head cut off, and smck on the highest pole or pinacle, in the eastern
part of the world, as a monument of my villany.” Amen, four times.

The obligation of the ¢ illustrious elected of fifteen,” has this conclusion: I con-
sent and agree, to have my body opened perpendicularly and horizontally, and
exposed to the air for eight hours, that the flies may prey on the entrails; also,
to have my head cut off, and placed on the highest pinnacle in the world ; and to
be ready to inflict the same penalty on all who disclose the seerets of this degree.”

The penalty of the degree of * illustrious knighis,” is, ** to have my body cut in
quarters.” )

On the degree of * grand master architect,” the penalty of the obligation is the same
as the last above mentioned,  to have the body cut in quarters.”

In the degree of * knights of the ninth arch,” the candidate swears to double his
assiduity and zeal, on penalty of all former obligations ; and, in case of failure, that
his body may be exposed to the beasts of the forest as a prey. * So God maintain
me in my present obligation.”

In receiving the last degree, in the lodge of perfection, the candidate is informed
of its utility and importance, and that it will prepare him for futurity. The penalty
of this degree is, to have the body cut open, and the bowels torn out, and given to
the vultures for food. In this degree thé candidate enters a deep-vaulted cavern,
and brings up from thence the triangle of perfection, deposited by Enoch, the seventh
from Adam, glittering with precious stones, on which is engraved the ineffable name
of the Supreme Being, which he is sworn never to repeat, during his natural life ; and
after being anointed with hélﬂ (masonic) oil, on the head, lips, and breast, the can-
didate receives three signs, three guard-words, and three pass-words, and is pro-
nounced, * grand elect, perfect, and sublime mason.”

Descending into the pit, the masonic dominion next beneath the sublime grand

(2) It has been administered ¢ on all who betray the secrets of masonry.”
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lodge of ;)erfection, according to the Ahiman Rezon of Maryland, 1826, is called the
¢ council of princes of Jerusalem.” We speak of this, as men sworn in the prece-
ding lodge, to obey the orders issued from it. The law of death to the seceder, is
published in the first degree of masonry ; in the lodge of perfection, executioners
are sworn to avenge the violation of masonic law ; and the council of the princes
of Jerusalem are the acknowledged superiors, whose orders, perfect and sub-
lime masons are positively sworn to obey. There is method in this madness ; one
spirit animates the whole system. The sovereign inspectors-general cap the inverse
climax of the masonic powers, and rule from the surface to the centre of the mys-
tery. Their peculiar province extends from the twenty-seventh to the forty-third
degree ; their dominion began, A.D. 1758 ; their capital lies ‘¢ beneath the canopy of
the zenith;” and their proclamations are addressed to ¢ both hemispheres.”

Besides the regular degrees of the various principalities of freemasonry, many
honorary degrees are appended to different parts of the system. We notice only two,
attached to the symbolic lodges. ,

1st. « The test degree,” instituted since Morgan’s death, to prevent the admission
of his masons into the lodges. It has a lecture, a sign, a grip, a word, and an oath.
"The word is los, that is, sol, or the sun reversed. It was instituted, the grand
lodge of New York, A. D.1827; and is masonic proof of the incontestible truth and
accuracy of Morgan’s disclosures, and of the universal knowledge of the fact a:
active masons in our country. Masons, attending the American lodges, cannot fail
to know the test degree, the origin of it, and the cause of its introduction. It was
established in direct violation of the masonic oath, which requires the « old land
marks” to be observed, and which positively forbids the invention of new customs.
It is exclusively maintained, in open vielation of oaths which require the brethren
to hail the signs, to acknowledge the tokens, and to respond to the words of the
mystery, independent of the fest, or any other newly invented degree. ¢
mason 18 every where a mason,” and has a right to all the privileges of a mason ; no
lodge or grand lodge can disfranchise him, bﬁ adopting innovations in the body of
masonry. But the lodges venture to reject brethren from their door, who will not
turn sol into los, light into darkness, and truth into falsehood ; they refuse him who
refuses to say that Morgan was a false witness, and, at the same time, they require
the test oath and degree, solely because Morgan was a true witness ; they expel him
for unmasonic conduct, who acknowledges the truth of Morgan, while they themselves
acknowledge it among themselves, and, also, their own hypocrisy, by inventing new
devices to conceal that truth.(a)

2d. ¢ The secret monitor,” belonging to master masons. It has a legend, lecture,
grip, token, sign, word, and oath. It is the only oath which masons are sworn to

commit to memory. The nature of the obligation explains this peculiarity. The
secret monitor is bound in so many words, to prefer a brother in business, to assist
him in trade, and to warn him in making a good or bad bargain, according to cir-
cumstances, either by sign, or grip, or word. That he may not plead want of
memory for neglect of duty, he is bound first to make that duty familiar to his
memory, under penalty of having his heart pierced with the arrow of an enemy.
The legend of the degree, is the interview between David and Jonathan, when
Jonathan, with a lad, discovered to David, by the flight of his arrow, that he
must escape for his life, from the hand of Saul. ¢ But the lad knew not any
thing ; only Jonathan and David understood the matter.” The brethren represent
Jonathan and David, the uninitiated represent the lad; the former use their secret
tokens, and the latter regard it only as an ordinary transaction; the uninitiated
know not any thing, only the brethren understand the matter.

There are other degrees on which your Committee have not reported, and
other points, also, embraced in the resolution by which they are governed, par-
ticularly in relation to the tendency of the masonic institution, to subvert justice,
conceal crime, contaminate the morals of society, and undermine the foundation
of a-free government, which are duly appreciated; but the limited space neces-
sarily assigned to a report, forbids our further pursuing the subject.

~

(a) In couferring this degrec upon oneof the Committee, the master observed: « If they
steal our keys, we must put on new locks.”
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In concluding this report, we make no appeal for the truth of the disclosures. We
-speak what we know, and testify what we have seen and heard, and our own hands
handled. We wish not to excite, but to warn, not to wound, but te heal the puablic
mind with immutable truth. We are not prompted by feelings of unkindness toward
any brother mason, or by any political or personal motive, in seceding from masonry,
but only by a sincere regard for the rising generation, for our whole country, and
‘for posterity. What is there in masonry for which we should adhere toit? Its form
and character, its doctrines and usages, its origin and practices, conspire to .make it
unspeakably odious to a virtuous mind, and dangerous to any government.

© anticipate from adhering masons, the single charge of presenting to the public
only the deformities of freemasonry. Its gaudy virtues, its trumpeted alms, its 0-
critical prayers, and its brave pretensions, deceive many ;-they have deceived us.
We expose the hypocrite. No law requires us to rehearse the feats of valour and the
sacrifices of patriotism, which a detected traitor voluntarily exhibits, to cover his
treasonable designs. We simp.lr state the time, place, and circumstances of his
treason. We precisely state the degree, point, act, and words, in which freemasonry
offends against its professed character. The public may judge whether it is a grand
imposture. .

We are bound to the community by the usual ties of tl)mperty and kindred, chil-
dren and friends. Some of our dearest relatives yet adhere to freemasonry. We
mean them no harm. We know that as face answers to face in a glass, so does
this brief outline to the principal features of freemasonry. They cannot deny it. If |
here is the smallest variation from their conceptions of truth, they know that the
variation arises from the nature of the subject, and not from hasty or wilfully erro-
neous statements on our part. They must admit, that careful study is on our side,
while too little consideration is with them.

By this summary of the order, we wish to rescue others from the same snare, into
which we inconsiderately fell. We refuse, however hurable we may be, to act as
decoy-doves, to entice the young men of our country inta the net of freemasonry.
We cannot consent to hover and flutter, in attemé)ting to escape from masonic
thraldom, and to return for ever to the ground, held by the tow-line of this mystery
of abominations. We break away, we burst our ties, not unmindful of ho{iness,
but with an upward flight, and an eye fixed on heaven. We honestly received free-
masonry, a counterfeit ; we submit to the loss; we neither retain it, nor pass it; but
having fully detected it, we check it on the face, we stamp it on the wall, and we-nail
it to the counter; for even now it cheats many. We were deceived by false promises,
reiterated in volumes, and supported by great names. Our names are yet ours, and
we erase them from the guarranty of freemasonry.

Henry Dana Ward, Master Mason, American Union Lodge, No. 1, Marietta, Qhio.
Delegate from New York. .
Lebbeus Armstrong, Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason, North Star Lodge,
No. 162 ; Sacondaga Royal Arch C’h.clzpter,' Lodge of Per-
fection, held by the Grand Princes of Jerusalem, in M d,
Montgomery county, New York. Delegate from New York.
Moses Thacher, Royal Arch Mason, St. Jokn's Lodge, -No. 2, and Providence
oyal Arch Chapter, Providence, Rhode Island. Delegats
from Massachusetts.
Abner Morse, Master Mason. Delegate from New Jersey.
Ezra Slifer, | Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Maryland.
Calvin Barber, Mark Master Mason. Delegate from Connecticut.
David Bernard, = Grand Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate frem
New York.
Martin Flint, Master Mason. Delegate from Vermont.
Noble D. Strong, Royal Arch Mason. King David's Royal Arch Chapter, Auburn,
New York. Delegate from Connecticut.
Pliny Merrick, Royal Arch Mason. Delegate from Massachusetts.
" Herbert A. Read, Knight Templar, Knight of the Council of the Trinity, Grand
Elect, Perfect, and Sublime Mason. Delegate from New York.



UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Thacher, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

‘The Committee appointed to * consider the nature and spirit of anti-masonry,
from the disclosures of Professor Robison and the Abbe Barruel,-to the ‘present
time; the arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution; and the
imeans resorted to by the fraternity to suppress inquiry into the principles, nature,
and tendency of the order;” ask leave respectfully to present the following Report:

‘The resolution preferred for consideration to your Committee, supposes that ANTI-
mAsoNRY has had an existence for more than thirty years. This supposition, your
Committee believe to be founded in truth and on substantial evidence. Although
the fraternity have endeavoured to impress upon the public mind, that this is merely
an ephemeral excitement, the creature of a party, and created for the sole purpose
of accomplishing particular political objects; - yet, it is easy to prove, that the seeds
of opposition to all secret societies, were sown, both in this country and in Europe,

.long before the Batavian mastyr assumed the pen, to reveal the secrets of the order.
Xndeed, if we go back to the time when these seeds first began to germinate and take
root, we shall arrive at the year 1730, ahout thirteen years after the association of
speculative masonry was first organized, when Samuel Prichard fully disclosed the
secrets of the fraternity. At this time, the institution was in its incipient state ; one
simple oatk covered the whole of its mysteries ; and no one supposetf that an organ-
ization, apparently so insignificant and-unworthy of netice, was ever to become so
extensive and powerful as to revelutionize kingdoms, cause the most potent monarchs
to tremble upon their thrones, and even to defy ¢ the world in arms.” The revela-
tion of Prichard accordingly excited but little interest, although the fraterni:{, if we
may believe the masons themselves, were sufficiently sensitive, and sufficiently faith-
ful to masonic bond, to take the life of its unhappy author.

Some years later than this, and when considera{le additions had been made to the
rites of freemasonry, appeared another revelation of its secrets, under the well known
title of *Jachin and Boaz.” The author of this work also, as well as the one who
republished it in this country, it has generally been admitted by masons, paid the for-_
feit of his life, for his temerity in transgressing masonic law. )

In consequence of these disclesures, the order and rites of freemasonry were for a
time considered contemptible. Young lads frequently appeared in the streets of

- London, clad in aprons, and adorned with pebles, in mimiery of a class of men, whom
they considered supremely ridiculous. By the cunning and falsehood of the craft,
however, they succeeded in laughing to scorn these faithful revelations ; and by high

retensions and artful management, led a portion of the world to believe, that their
mstitution was very ancient, scientific, moral, charitable, divine, and religious; pa-
tronized by all the patriarchs, prophets, wise men, and saints, of old ; and that it has
conferred greater blessings upon mankind than any other institution on earth, not
even excepting the christian religion. The principles of the order had been trans-
planted into France, Germany, and other kingdoms of Europe, and had begun to
take a deep and extensive root even in America. From the commencement of the
French revolution, however, some had the sagacity to discern that this deluge of hu-
man blood, and the subsequent :anarchy of that nation, resulted, not so much from
the true spirit of national liberty, as from the prineiples of infidelity extensively pro-
pagated in every country of Europe, by means of secret associations. It was seen
that deists and atheists availed themselves of the secrets of freemasonry, to diszemi-
nate their pernicious doctrines, for the express purpose of reveolutionizing every reli-
gion and government, then in existence.

Among those who discovered the deleterious influence of such principles, and
watched with solititude these secret opera;_éons, were the Abbe Barruel and Professor
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Robison ; both of whom were freemasons ; and, particularly Professor Robison had
opportunity to become extensively acquainted with the secrets of the craft. They
perceived, that if freemasonry was not originally intended to answer the basest de-
signs, and to carry into operation the most pernicious system of means for the sub-
version of civil and religious rights, it was exactly fitted for the use of infidels and
demagogues, and was never calculated to exert any salutary influence upon mankind.-
Professor Robison, speaking of those baleful principles, which were disseminated
under covert of the lodge, says, “I have observed these doctrines gradually diffusing
and mixing with all the different systems of freemasonry, till at last, AN Associa-
TION HAS BEEN FORMED, for the express purpose of ROOTING OUT ALL THE RELI-
GI0US ESTABLISHMENTS, AND OVERTURNING ALL THE EXISTING GOVERNMENTS OF
EurorE.” ¢ In short,’ says he, *“we may assert with confidence, that the mason
lodges in France were the hot-beds where the seeds were sown, and tenderly reared,
of all the pernicious doctrines which soon choked every moral or religious cultiva-
tion, and have made the society worse than a waste, have made it a noisome marsh
of human corruption, filled with every rank and poisonous weed.”

These views of the masonic institution, as giving rise to the doctrines of the illu-
minati, induced Dr. Robison and the Abbe Barruel to prepare and publish their
different works, which opened the eyes of many to existing evils and dangers, and

roduced considerable alarm both in Europe and America. In 1798, or 1799, the

ritish parliament passed an act, prohibiting any more than three degrees of masonry
being conferred in any lodge in the kingdom ; and subsequently, provided by statute
against the administration of extra-judicial oaths.

When Robison and Barruel began to be read in this country, many intelligent men,
both civilians and divines, were awakened to impending danger, filled with fearful
apprehensions in view of the rapid growth of freemasonry, and sounded the note of
alarm both from the pulpit and the forum. But the masonic fraternity were excited
to wrath, and resorted, without delay, to slander and calumny. They followed the
example of the illuminees in France and Germany, who appointed slandering com-
mittees throughout those countries, forestalled the freedom of the press, and vilified
the character of every one who presumed to open his mouth, in vindication of the
true principles of moral and political philosophy.

Althougg Professor Robison sustained as f!;ir and exalted a character as any other
literary man in Europe, it was not to remain unimpeached by members of the ma-
sonic fraternity. The following, among other gross slanders, were originated among
freemasons, and industriously circulated in different sections of the United States,
after the Professor’s publication made its appearance in America. In a paper
printed at Hartford, September 26, 1799, we are told, ‘ that Robison had lived too
fast for his income, and to supply deficiencies, had undertaken to alter a bank bill ;
that he was detected, and fled to France; that having been expelled the lodge in
Edinburgh, he applied in France for the second grade, but was refused; that he
made the same attempt in Germany, and afterwards in Russia, but never succeeded ;
and from this, entertained the bitterest hatred to masonry; that after wandering
about Europe for two years, by writing to Secretary Dundas, and presenting a copy
of his book, which, it was judged, would answer certain purposes of the ministry,
the prosecution against him was stopped, the Professor returned in triumph to his
country, and now lives upon a handsome pension, instead of suffering the fate of his
predecessor, Dodd.” In another paper, Dr. Robison was represented as “ a man
distinguished by an abject dependence upon a party, by the base crimes of forgery
and adultery, and by frequent paroxysms of insanity.”” These, and other falsehoods
of a similar nature, were copied into Boston papers, and other periodicals of the day,
and have been reiterated from time to time ever since. The grand lodge of Massa-
chusetts, in a cool and deliberate address to the President of the United States,
which they published in their “ book of constitutions,” did not hesitate to throw out
the basest insinuations against the Professor’s character.

But those who propagate slander, are not always wise for themselves. Creden-
tials of the highest authority, obtained from Europe, by Dr. Dwight, Dr. Tappan,
Dr. Pearson, Dr. Morse, and others, proved the Prdfessor’s character to be without
blemish, and that he was had in honour and good fellowship with masons, till his book
‘appeared before the public. So that even on the ground which masons have taken
themselves, nd the statements they have made with respect to the Professor’s cha-
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| racter, the publication of his book was, in their mind, a greater offence against their
institution, than even forgery and adultery! ¢ Rev. Dr. Erskine, whose character
is generally known and respected in America, and who was a neighbour to Dr. Ro-
bison, speaking of the forementioned criminations of the Dr’s. character, which
have been circulated in America, says, ¢ Had they been sent to Edinburgh for their
PALPABLE FALSEHOOD, they would have been d};apixed and detested.’” ¢ Mr. J.
Walker, a respectable inhabitant of Great Britain, referring to the exalted character
he had given of Dr. Robison, says, ¢ Nor is this the exaggerated praise of a friend ;
no one who knows Mr. Robison as I have known him, and he is almost universally
known in Britain, will dare to call it in question.”” Another ¢ of the most respect-
able literary characters which Scotland has produced,” says that, ¢ Professor Robi-
son’s character is so well established among these who know him best, that it would
be ridiculous in Edinburgh, to call in question his veracity or ability.”

In the year 1798, a learned, discreet, and judicious Professor in Yale College,
prepared an abstract from the works of Barruel, which he offered for publication in
the ¢ Connecticut Courant,” printed at Hartford. The Professor succeeded in hav-
ing eight of his numbers inserted, and then the columns of that distinguished paper
were closed against him, through masonic influence. Subsequent numbers were
forwarded to Boston, and published in the ¢ American Mercury.”

In 1798, Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, Mass. preached an? published a sermon,
in which he pointed out the dangers of illuminism, the rapid and powerful influence
which it was obtaining in this country, and the importance of the American people
opening their eyes to impending evils. In this sermon, with notes subjoined, he
recommended the extensive circulation, and general perusal, of Robison’s ¢ Proofs
of a Conspiracy.” This gave great umbrage to the freemasons in Massachusetts,
and elsewhere, and the Dr. against whom, a syllable of reproach had not before been
r;tered, was now to be pursued with calumny and abuse, till he should find rest in

e grave. . .

Aﬁmn those who entered the field of controversy, in opposition to Dr. Morse, was
Josiah Bartlett, then grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetis. He pub-
lished several numbers in the American Mercury, of 1798, impeaching the motives of
Dr. Morse, and spurning, rather than attempting to refute, his arguments. This
drew from Dr. Morse, and others, a series of numbers, in the same paper, of the same
year, replete with good sense, cool and deliberate, and calculated to convince any
candid and judicious man, not prepossessed in favour of the masonic institution, or
shackled with masonic oaths. One of the distinguished gentlemen of that day, who
deeply interested themselves for the welfare of our country, in relation to this sub-
ject, was the late Hon. Samuel Dexter, of Boston. He wrote an able, lucid, and
ingenious article, for insertion in the Mercury, in answer to Mr. Bartlett, but the
K}:ce was excluded from the columns, through the interference and solicitation of

. Bartlett himself. This able document has recently been discovered among the
pag‘ers of the late Dr. Morse, and has since been published.

his controversy continued for a considerable length of time, and the members of
the masonic fraternity were far from withholding any abuse or calumny against either
friend or foe, who espbased the cause of anti-masonry. .

A writer in the * Mercury,” of September 14, 1798, says, Dr. Morse has been
censured as being unfriendly to masonry. The ire of the fraternity has been excited
against him, and has prevented that candid perusal of his writings which they de-
served.”

Another writer in the same paper, December 7, 1798, justly argues, * that the
sensitiveness of freemasonry, and their spleen against Robison, Barruel, and Dr.
Morse, are calculated to create suspicion. Why should they be so determined to
extinguish the light which is shed upon this subject, unless they considered the ma-
sonie institution as having an intimate connexion with illuminism.”

Another writer of the same year, and same periodical, in vindication of freema-
sonry, turns into ridicule the whole account of Robison, Barruel, and others, and
re%esenls the illaminati as genuine philosophists.

he author of the celebrated ¢ Worcester charge,” so called, who was no less thanv

the late Dr. Bentley, of Salem, Mass. about this time made an elaborate attempt to
vindicate the character and works of Adam Weishaupt, as a brother mason! In this

-
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essay, published likewise in the Mercury, he speaks of Weishaupt’s important wri-
tings, as the boast of his age and country!

his cursory view of the subject convinces your Committee, that anti-masonry
was fairly in the field, more than thirty years since, and driven out by the same sys-
tem of means which was pursued in France, before the revolution, and which has
been universally pursued in this countr’y; ever since the ¢ Morgan excitement.”
They made the same attempts to muzzle the press there, that they do now; and as no
seceder has ever escaped slander and abuse, so, those wko enlisted on the side of
truth, and the equal rights and best interests of our country, more than thirty years
ago, were treated in the same manner. The same spirit existed in thq masonic fra-
ternity at that day, which recently prevailed in the very *cradle of liberty,”” tram-
pled upon all law, resisted the officers of police, disregarded every degree of decency
and order, and succeeded effectually in suppressing for a little season, what, the most
of all things, they both hate and dread, THE DIFFUSION OF LIGHT !

Your Committee also find, that the spirit of anti-masonry has never attached itself
to any particular sect or party; that it has embraced the whole science of moral and
political philosophy, and never been either designed or calculated to foster any poli-
tical faction; but that its great object has been, to secure the equal rights of our
common country, and guard all our civil and religious privileges, against the power
and influence of secret usurpation.

In relation to the arguments used by freemasons in support of the institution, as

alluded to in the resolution, your Committee have not yet been able to find that they
have ever used any! Freemasons have, indeed, attempted a show of argumentation,
but it has been merely to vociferate that their institution is ancient, divine, moral,
scientific, and charitable ; that all the saints of old were their patrons; and that
Washington and Franklin, and all the great and wise men of the world, have been
members of their institution. Indeed, your committee have reason to believe that ¢ the
arguments used by freemasons in support of their institution,” have generally been
like those used by the ¢ craftsmen’ of old, when they ¢ cried out, for the space of
two hours, great 18 Diana of the Ephesians !’

In view of these facts, and many more, which could not be embodied in a single
report, your committee have come to the conclusion, that anti-masonry has been the
same in spirit and principle, from the first disclosures of professor Robison and the
Abbe Barruel, to the present time ; and that one principal mode of masonic warfare,
and the most efficient means, adopted by the masonic fraternity, to suppress the
wa(;rk of investigation, has been a thoroughly organized system of slander and
calumny.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Seward, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee to whom it was referred to make a concise report of the progress
and present state of Anti-Masonry throughout the United States, most respectfully
submit the following Report :

That the abduction of William Morgan called forth the first general expression of
popular opinion against secret societies. That event took place at Batavia, in the
county of Genesee, in the state of Negw York, on the 11th day of September, 1826 ;
Just four years before the session of this first National Anti-Masonic Convention. A
considerable period elapsed, before the people in the immediate vicinity of that out-
rage, hecame sensible of the fact, that freemasonry had commanded and justified the
bigh-handed conspiracy ; and a still longer period elapsed, before the iniquitous oaths
and obligations of the order became generally known. But finding themselves at

unable to ferret out the conspirators, and becoming at length acquainted with
the alarming principles, in accordance with which their fellow citizen had been be-
reft of liberty and life; a determination was made by the people, in a few of the
towns in the counties of Genesee, Monroe, and Niagara, by the exercise of the
right of suffrage, to effect the abolition of the institution in whose name and service
the daring deed was committed- In the spring of 1827, a few scattering demonstra-
tions of this determination were made at the town meetings. In the fall of 1827, the
question was for the first time brought distinctly and with concert to the polls, in the
counties of Genesee, Monroe, Livingston, Orleans, and Niagara, in each of which
counties the anti-masonic ticket prevailed, and the territory including them, became
thenceforth known in masonic language as the “infected district.”

In the summer of 1828, a convention of seceding masons was held at Le Roy, in
the county of Genesee, by whom the truth of the revelations of freemasonry made by
Morgan were affirmed, and a further revelation was made of many of the higher

rees.
n the fall of 1828, the memorable presidential canvass absorbed almost the entire
public attention, without the limits of the counties above mentioned and the counties
adjacent. Nevertheless anti-masonry, in defiance of, and in opposition to both of the
political parties, deposited in the ballot boxes 33,000 votes. N
In the month of February 1829, a state convention was held at Albany, in which
forty-two counties were represented, and by which this first national convention was
recommended. As yet, neither of the political parties had openl{. declared itself in
opposition to anti-masonr{, and in many parts of the state, both had vied in caress-
ing it. No sooner had the convention adjourned, than this affected complacency
was turned to bitter hate ; the present incumbent of the executive chair assumed the
duties of his office with a philippic against anti-masonry; that same anti-masonry
which, when a judge, he had from the bench declared to be ‘ a blessed spirit,” and
which he described as the same spirit which had called this nation into existence, and
was a pledge that our rights and liberties are destined to endure. From that peried,
the influence and patronage of the general and state governments have been directed
. with all their foree against anti-masonry. With few exceptions, the leading politi-
cians of all parties, united to sup%ress the rising spirit of inquizy, and the force of the
press was thus brought, for once, by the union of its heretofore discordant conductors,
mnto active opposition to anti-masonry. A concerted and simultaneous attempt was
made to stigmatise its supporters, and misrepresent its successes. Pretended victo-
ries over the daring intruder were reported to have been gained where no battles had
been fought, and fabricated renunciations of anti-masonry were every where pub-
lished, and its dying agonies were re-echoed in all the masonic papers throughout
the state. While to the honour of the anti-masons of the state of New York, it is
tated, that in this, the most severe period of trial, they remained true to their cause ;

N\
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it must be conceded, a very great effect was produced by these systematic efforts of
freemasonry, in those parts of the state where anti-masonry had neither papers nor
advocates to support and defend it. Nevertheless, the election of 1829, showed that
anti-masonry had taken too deep root in the intelligence and patriotism of the people,

1o be uprooted by the blasts of masonic or political calumny a'nd’denunclanop. . 'he
Hon. Albert H. &‘racy was elected to the senate in the 8th district, by a majority of
about 8000 votes; thirty anti-masonic members were returned to the house of as-
sembly, and anti-masonry received the glorious testimony of 67,000 votes. The
counties of Erie, Niagara, Orledns, Genesee, Livifigston, Monroe, Allegany, -Catta-
raugus, Chautauque, Steuben, Ontario, Wayne, Yates, Seyeca, and asl;mgton,
were redeemed from the thraldom of freemasonry, and the borders of the * infected
district” were extended, from the Niagara river on the west to the Cayuga lake on
the east, and from lake Ontario on the north to Pennsylvania on the south.

A state convention was held in February, 1830, in which forty-sl'x counties were
represented ; the town meetings held in the spring, exhibited a great increase of spirit
in behalf of the cause, and an astonishing accession of strength. The strug, le inthe
state of New York has been severe, but always and every where the gain has been
in favour of anti-masonry, and the day is not distant when that great state will add
to the glory achieved by her great works of internal improvement, that of emaneipa-
tion from the thraldom of secret societies; and though the waters of the Niagara may
not wipe from her escutcheon the stain of the blood shed by masonic violence, she
has already added to its glories, that of having been the first in the great work of
abolishing secret societies.

So early as in 1827, the subject of the masonic outrages in the state of New York,
was spoken of in Pennsylvania; and such was the impression made in that year, upon
the minds of some public spirited individuals in the western part of that state, that
an effort was made to establish a paper, intended to publish the Morgan affair, and
expose the principles of freemasonry. This attempt was abandoned, owing to the

' difficulties and obstacles which presented themselves among a people, having yet no
knowledge of masonic obligations, and having witnessed no practical demonstration
- of masonic violence.

The friends, however, of truth and equal rights, were not easily to be deterred ;
but procured from New York, documents detailing the conduct of the fraernity, and
the revelation of its principles in that state. Some time afterwards, papers in sev-
eral counties commenced the publication of the illustrations of masonry. The cause
gradually gained friends in several counties, until an attempt at organization was
made in June, 1829; twelve counties only appeared in the state convention, which

ut in nomination a candidate for the office ol‘P governor ; the election took place in

October following, and equally to the astonishment of its friends and the dismay of
its opponents, anti-masonry polled for Joseph Ritner, its candidate for governor,
52,000 votes. This contest terminated in the election of Mr. Wolf, a freemason, to
the office of governor ; but that result was ascribed by many intelligent men, to the
want of a general understanding among the friends of anti-masonry. Certain it is,
that the party was not then organized throughout the state, and in many counties, it
is said, that it was not generally known that there was any opposition to Mr. Wolf;
an ignorance which may well be considered probable, without reflecting upon the
intelligence of the people, if we take inte consideration the especial guardianship
which freemason% assumes over the press. - Under these circumstances, the vote
received by Mr. Ritner was a cheering result, and augurs a speedy victory. In
October, 1829, the Hon. Harmar Denny was elected a member of congress from
the Pittsburg district, in opposition to the concentrated energy of the fraternity, by a
majority of upwards of 1100 votes. Inthe month of February, 1830, the first gene-
ral state convention was held at Harrisburgh. Measures, the committee are assured,
were at that time adopted, for a general and efficient organization, and for diffusing
information among the people ; and so rapid has been the ﬁrogress of anti-masonry
throughout this enlightened and powerful state, that it is believed she will, at the
coming election, exhibit a decided majority against secret societies.

In Vermont, anti‘masonry became in a small portion of the state a subject of con-
versation, in 1827. Town meetings were held in March, 1828, in the counties of
Orange and Caledonia, and a state convention assembled at Montpelier in August,
1829; that convention put in nomination a candidate for governor, who declined the
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favour of the party; nevertheless, anti-masonry gave 7300 anti-masonic votes. A
second state convention has heen recently held, and the returns now received, bring
the gratifying information of an increase probably of not less than fifty per cent. in
the vote of anti-masonry. The committee cannot omit to mention their high sense,
of the uncompromising firmness and perseverance of the friends of equal rights and
anti-masonry, exhibited in this patriotic state, on many occasions, and particularly
in the first election of General Cahoone, one year since, a member of Congress from
the fifth congressional district, after a canvass of seven ballotings, and his subsequent
re-election to the same trust, on the first ballot.

Anti-masonry appeared in the territory of Michigan in the sumwer of 1828. The
first territorial convention was held in February, 1829. From this period anti-ma-
sonry has been advancing in most of the peninsular counties. The county of Wash-
tenaw has a majority of anti-masons. It is ﬁobable that the same may be said in
truth, of Wayne, Oakland, and Lenawee. onroe, Macomb, and St. Clair, con-
tain a respectable number of anti-masons. The counties on the St. Joseph’s and
Kalawazoo rivers, on the western side of the peninsula, likewise afford a considera-

- ble anti-masonic population. The state of anti-masounry in the upper counties is
unknown to the committee. Michigan is now represented in congress, by the Hon.
John Biddle, nominated by the anti-masons at their territorial convention.’

In the state of Massachusetts, the investigation of freemasonry was first commen-
ced in the county of Bristol, about two years since, by some intelligent and patriotic
individuals. In that county the progress of information was such, that at the last
April election, the delegation tp the senate of the state was wholly anti-masonic, and
elected expressly on anti-masonic principles. The Boston Free Press, a firm and
vigorous sugporter of the cause, was established about two and a half years since.
The first public anti-masonic meeting in that city, was held on the 27th of August,
1829, at which time the Suffolk committee were chosen. The valuable researches
and investigations of that committee are extensively known to the public. Since
that meeting, the cause has progressed with a rapidity unparalleled in any other
great city, and Faneuil Hall has again, as in olden time, resounded the acclamations
of liberty. No election has, as your committee believe, been had in the county of
Suffolk, in which the strength of anti-masonry has been tried. Several towns in
this state at the last spring election, returned anti-masonic members to the legisla-
ture. A spirit of firmness and unanimity pervades the anti-masonic Earty through-
out the state, and gives promise, that the state first to throw off British tyranny, will
not be among the last to break the dominion of secret societies.

The spark of anti-masonry, which fell in the state of New Jersey, in 1827, but lit
up the flame of opposition to secret societies. Your committee are satisfied that that
patriotic flame has not been extinguished. The information received by the com-
mittee, warrants the belief, that the work of anti-masonic reform will be rapid and
complete in that state, inferior to none in the union for patriotism and valour.

No general public effort was made in relation to this subject in the state of Con-
necticut, as your committee understand, until the latter part of the year 1828. A
state convention was held in the year 1829, and an organization was effected in
many of the counties of that state. The first demonstration at the polls, was made
in 1830, when the anti-masonic senatorial candidates received 6000 votes, being
about one fourth of the aggregate of senatorial votes in the state. Six anti-masonic
senators were elected, and about one fourth of the house of representatives in this
state are anti-masonic, and the state exhibited every where a degree of harmony and
firmness of purpose, which augur the best results. The committee cannot refrain
from stating, as highly honourable to the intelligence of Connecticut, that anti-ma-
sonry has advanced in this struggle, thus rapidly and firmly with the aid of, at no
time but two, and most of the time but one free press, while twenty-eight presses
are arrayed against it.

In Ohio, the first appearance of anti-masonry at the polls, was at the general elec-
tion in October, 1829, at which time, without any general system of organization,
several candidates were put in nomination, and elected altogether on anti-masonic
principles. It has, as yet, prevailed mostly in the northern parts of the state : there
are anti-masonic presses in the counties of Adams, Knox, Tuscarawas, Harrison,
Wayne, Richlandl: Huron, Portage, Geauga, and Ashtabula; and a few other
presses are known, occasionally, to admit anti-masonic articles.
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In the counties of Trumball, Cuyahx;gn, Medina, Loraine, Seneca, S8andusky,
Wayne, Stark, Columbiana, Jefferson, Holmes, and Athens, the subject of anti—
masonry has been considerably agitated, and the committee are well assured that
anti-masonry has the strength of 40,000 of the freemen of this new, and emulous, and
enterprising state. . .

In Rhode Island the question was never agitated until during the latter part of the
last year. A press has been established, a state convention held, and an organiza—
tion adopted. In no part of the union has there been more eommendable zeal and
firmness displayed by anti-masons, than in this island state, which is represented as
having been peculiarly favoured by the pronectinf care of freemasonry.

In the state of Maryland, and in the state of Delaware, respectively, publie opinior
is forming on this subject. Anti-masonry has found there, as every , & recep-
tion in the hearts of men of patriotism and philanthropy. In the distant state of
Alabama, it has kindled a flame which burns brightly, and with steadily increasing
splendour. In Indiana the cause is destimed, from present indications, soen to be-
come an object of paramount regard.

From most of the other states and territories, your committee have no certain in-
formation ; but it is evident that anti-masonry has every where throughout the union,
the hearts and hopes of many good and true men. All past experience warrants the
belief, that another year will witness a develo’rment of the principles of anti-masonry
in every state and territory in the union ; and all past experience proves, that so fast
as that development is made, just so rapidly freemasonry, with its unlawful ocaths,
its alarming nnclm, and blasphemous rites and ceremonies falls before it, and pub-
lie opinion flows ceforth in the ¢ natgral and heaithful channel” of opposition to

all secret societios.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

M. Ellmaker, from the Committee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

‘The Committee appointed on the subject of nomineting eandidates for the offices
of president and vice-president of the United States, to be supported by the anti-ma-
sonic party at the next election, seport :

he principal object of masonry in.the United States for many years, has been
the acquisition of political power. This fact cannot have escaped the observation
of any one conversant with the political movements, and appointments to office, in the
various parts of our union. It is also abundantly proved by the direct testimony of
numerous masons. of the highest respeetability, and greatest experience, who have
seceded from the institution, and of some who eontinue to adhere to it. But ail
doubt on the subject is banished by the oaths of one or more degrees of the order,
whose manifest design and tendency are, to. produce a preference of masons, in
apg‘ointments and elections to office.

'he result is, that although the members of the institution do not form, probsbly,
more than one tenth of the voters in the United States, they hold about two-thirds of '
the offices of trust, d;:roﬁ,t, and honour, in the general and state governments.

If masonry be thus fortified behind the pelitical patrenage and power of the

overnment, where is it to be sought and attacked by those who desire to destroy
its baneful influence on morality and religion, and its wsurpation of the rights and
privileges of the le? It is to be sought where alone it is to be found,~in its
intrenchments. ti-masonry, therefore, is necessarily political.

It is by the hope of advantage, and the expectation of office and undue influence,
that the young and the ambitious are drawn into the teils of masonry. Blast this
hope, destroy this expectation, and the institution dies.

f these views are correct, it is evident that anti-masenry cannot stop in mid-
course, and confine its operations to the state governments ; and that its reforming
spirit must be extended to the government of the union ; and especially to its execu-
tive branch. The exertions of the masonic institution, as manifested by the project
at the capitol, in March, 1822, to erganize a general grand lodge of the United
States, have long been directed to the acquisition of the entire control of the exten-
sive patronage of the federal government. The project of org;nizing that central
power, may be for the present moment suspended. It was defeated at the time by
the state grand lodges, from their jealousy of & superior power ; but it will never be
finally abandoned while masonry exists. ~ If it shall ever be executed, the Committee
need not say, that from that time the general grand lodge of thq United States will
exelusively econtrol the presidential election. The electors will be no more than
passive instruments to register the decrees issued at Washington. A permanent
central power, possessing a perfect organization alse of subject societies throughout
the union, with sovereign ll;gislation, sworn secrecy, permanent funds, corporate
rights in many states, with safe halls for consultation, and penalties of death for diso-
bedience of orders, and the whole avowedly actuated by political ses, must
necessarily engross all power, if it choose to dp so. The people under it can be no
more than tenants at sufferance. To what degree masonry has already succeeded,
in engrossing governmental patronage, opinions vary; but it is known to be alarm-
ingly gredt. ti-masonry would be defeated in its efforts to free the land of masonic

and pollution, unless an able and a decided opponent of masonry be placed in
the presidential chair.
| e election of president, necessarily excites attention and inquiry throughout the
United States. TEe nomination of a candidate for the suffrages of the people, to be
supported on anti-masonic grounds—a candidate who shall receive the united sap-
port of those who are openly and decidedly opposed to the domination of masonry,
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will force the investigation of the principles and lImictices of the institution into every
district of the United States. Anti-masonry will be more widely extended by one
presidential election on'anti-masonic grounds, than by many years of exertion through
state elections only.

The expediency of selecting candidates for the offices of president and vice-presi-
dent of tll:e United States, to be supported by anti-masons at the next election in
1832, it is presumed, will be apfarent to all advocates of equal rights throughout the
country. %Vhether success shall follow at the next, or not till the succeeding election,
in 1836, cannot affect the lE)ropriel:y or necessity of the measure.

The next part of the subj

ject submitted to the Committee, is the question of nomi-
nating presidential candidates at this time by the convention.

After the most careful consideration, the Committee have arrived at the conclusion,
that the nomination should not be made at the present time. The reasons will be
briefly adverted to.

1. ﬁl this convention all the states are not represented. As every state is deeply
interested in the election of president and vice-president, it is in the highest degree
desirable that all should participate in the nomination of the candidate for whom all
are to vote. 'The invitation of the state of New York, to the citizens of the United
States, to elect delegates to the present convention, was made public in March, 1829,
and the period since that time, has been too short to disseminate through the whole
union, a knowledge of the dangerous principles and proceedings of the masonic fra-
ternity, and for the regular organization of an anti-masonic party in each state and
territory, in opposition to it. -

‘Every member of this convention has seen and felt the difficulty of organizing
the opposition to masonry ;—arising princi‘i)all from the controlling influence exerted
upon the press by the masonic brotherhoed. The states in the vicinity of New York,
where the opposition commenced, have been awakened and aroused, and are repre-
sented at the fresent convention.. But the people of the west and the south, have
not become fully informed of the alarming and tragic scenes on the Niagara, and
have not yet ripened their dislike of masenry into a settled and regular political
opposition. : -

here are many of the unrepresented states, in which the Committee believe that
alarge portion of their citizens, are now prepared to express their decided disappro-
bation of the institutiog of freemasonry; but from the want of unshackled presses,
and a knowledge of each others’ views, they have not yet been able to effect a regu-
lar political organization. Itis believed that the euliggtened citizens of those states
not now represented in this convention, will seize the first opportunity to form a sys-
tematic political opposition to masonry.

Ifthe election were close at hand—if the candidates must be nominated at the present
convention, or not at all, then the necessity of the case might justify, and indeed
would re%ulre, an immediate nomination by this convention. But no such necessity
exists. pe choice of electors does not'take place till November, 1832. There is
sufficient time before the election, to allow the unrepresented states to participate in
the nomination of candidates, and yet leave a year or more to elapse between the
nomination and the legal period of election.

“Under these circumstances, the Comrmittee think it would not be acting with the
ordinary amity which the several states owe, and always practise towards each
other, and that it would be unjust towards the states, unrepresented in this conven-
tion, to nominate presidential candidates, at the present time. ’

2. The object of anti-masonry, in nominating and electing candidates for the pre-
sideney and vice-presidency, is to deprive masonry of the support which it derives
from the power and patronage of the executive branch of the United States govern-
ment. To effect this object, will require that the candidates, besides possessing the
talents and virtues requisite for such exalted stations, be known as men decidedly
opposed to secret societies. The delay of a year, will enable the people throughout
the United States to form an opinion, whether those who may be candidates, are
firm and decided anti-masons. Nothing less than entire conviction in the public
mind, on this point, can give efficacy and success to any nomination, at a time when
the people, with so much reason, are sensitive and jealous of the purity and inde-
pendence of those whom they may select to administer the government.

. . ,° LA e e e LR
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The Committee, for these reasons, deem it inexpedient to nominate presidential
candidates, at this convention.

The next question for consideration is, the manner of making the nomination.

The Committee are of opinion, that this nomination should be made by another
national convention.

The time they propose to fix, at about a year from the present period. The
ensuing year will be one fruitful of important occurrences. TEe spell of masonry is
broken, and light is bursting upon the nation. Men, now the least informed on the
subject of masonry and anti-masanry, will receive great accessions to their know-
ledge, from the disenthralled state of the public press, and the rapid march over the
country, of free inquir{. Sufficient time will also be allowed to the states not now
represented, or not fully represented, to elect delegates to join in the nomination ;
and, from the information already received, there is reason to believe, that most of
those states will cordially and promptly unite at the appointed time, in forming a
component part of the nominating convention.

Under these views of the subject, the Committee respectfully submit the following
resolution, for consideration and adoption by the convention, viz. :

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States,_ogposed to
secret societies, to meet in convention, on Monday, the 26th day of September, 1831,
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates, equal in number to their representatives in
both houses of congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of
president and vice-president, to be supported at the next election ; and for the trans-
action of such other business as the cause of anti-masonry may require.

54
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

Mr. Walker, from the Commitiee next hereafier mentioned, reported as follows -

The Committee appointed on the first day of the session of this Convention, *to
consider and report whether an adherence to the oaths and obligations of freemason-
ry, does or does not, disqualify a man for the impartial discharge of all important
offices in the gift of the people, according to the true nature of our institutions,” have
attended to that subject, and ask leave respectfully and briefly to roport :

That from an examination of the oaths of masonry, and a comparison of the same
with those requisite for the administration of justice and the discharge of civil trusts,
they find that the oaths first mentioned come into direct collision with the latter, and
that an adherence to masonic obligations must and does necessarily and absolutely dis-
qualify any man for the faithful discharge of public trusts.

Your Committee are aware that this is a bold assertion, and that it has an im-

rtant bearing upon the interests of a large class of the community; they believe,

owever, that it is perfectly correct, and may be demonstrated to the satisfaction of
every candid and ingenuous mind. This, gour Committee would feel bound to do;
but the labour has been saved to them, K the manner in which the subject has
already been exhibited in the address to the people of the United States, already
submitted to this Convention for their adoption.

In that address the prominent oaths of masonry were stated, their necessary and
certain operation illustrated, and the whole subject presented in strong and convin-
cing light, and sustained by arsuments the most cogent and irresistible.

éour Comnmittee, therefore; deem it the work of supererogation, to enter again upon
the same field. The work has been done, and well done; and it only remains to

our Committee, to express their conviction of the vast importance of the position
iere assumed, and their full belief that it ought to be recognized, as a fi mental
principle by which to direct all our efforts for the subversion of the potent and dan-
gerous institutions of freemasonry.
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ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION.

M. Todd, from the Commitee next hereafter mentioned, reported as follows :

The Committee appointed to consider and report the best system of a national
correspondence of anti-masons, for the solé purpose of diffusing information exten-
sively on the subject of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal
rights of mankind and our free institutions, respectfully report :

hat the great object of this convention is, to eradicate the evils of freemasonry,
and other secret societies. To effectuate this purpose, information of the nature,
tendency, and princifles of all secret societies, but especially of the masonic institu-
tion, must be laid before the world.

After so much has been said, and well said, not only in the reports of the several
Comnmittees, but in the remarks and information communicated by members on the
floor, your Committee think it unnecessary to detain the Convention by adverting
to the evils of the institution, except so far as they necessarily fall under their obser-
vation, in the performance of the duty assigned to them. '

The first question which presents itself to the mind is, why is a system of national
correspondence necessary 7 To this we answer, that we have to contend with a body
of men, whose organization is more perfect than that of any other combination
known to your Committee. It has been the boast of masons, that ¢ the world in
arms could not 'put them down ;” that their means of communicating intelligence,
Were at once certain, rapid, and secret.

+ Although their numbers are comparatively few, yet their union, organization, and
secrecy make them both powerful and dangerous. This power is not the result of
the purity of their institution, but of their capacity to act in concert, and to shield
thelmselves behind popular names. They dare not, they will not, come out fairly be-
fore the people, and defend the principles of their institution. They know full well
that those principles cannot be defended. They therefore act under the cover of
other names, and thus give strength and power to an institution, rotten at the core,
whose principles, when known, are only known to be condemned.

Your committee do not intend to call the attention of this Convention to all the
Proteus shapes that masonry has assumed. She claims tobe of divine origin, to be the
handmaid of religiou, to be charitable and benevolent, and to have existed for ages.
All those pretensions have been met and refuted, by the reports already before the
Convention.

Point out the depravity of her principles ; she refers to many great and good men
whom she has, umﬂw specious pretences, seduced into her lodges. Demonstrate that
those principles are never so corrupt; she sneers at the information, and gives an
evasive reply.

Why is she thus enabled, in this land of light and intelligence, to set public opin-
ion at defiance ? Itis not her numbers : it is her secrecy, her union, her perfect or- .
ganization, and the facility with which she communicates information to all parts of
the world, that makes her the arbitress in political controversies.

Have masons a candidate whose interest they wish to promote? He is at once,
as if by magic, raised into notice, and universally eulogized, although, perhaps, totall
undeserving. Honest men mistake this clamour for public opinion, and join in wi
the cry, and go to the polls, under the impression, that they are supporting the best
man and the best principles, when they are merely carrying into effect the determi-
nation of the fraternity. '

Do masons wish to shield themselves from theinvestigations of aninquiring public? .-
At once, from Maine to Georgia, the cry is raised, that ¢ Anti-masonry is & mere
political manceuvro of the old federal party, against ** Jackson and democracy.” -
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Is it necessary to traduce the fair unsullied fame of an individual simultaneously,
from every quarter? the voice of slander from a thousand tongues in concert, is
raised against him. All that has been said against freemasonry, will apply, to a
certain extent, to all secret societies. They are dangerous to all governments, but
especially to those that are free. It is matter of astonishment, that a nation so
jealous of its liberty, as not to permit even the representatives chosen by the people,
to act with closed doors, except on extraordinary occasiens, should yet permit within
its bosom, a secret society, numbering, at least, 100,000 members, and extpnding
throuﬁh all the ramifications of society, to meet and act in secret, with a power suf-
ficiently great, to control every measure of the government, and like the pendulum of
the clock, regulate, by its vibrations, the whole machinery of the republic.

Against this powerful combination we will employ no weapons, but those of fair,
open, and honourable warfare, and none but such as are guaranteed to us by the
constitution. Although they have the advantage of concerting their schemes in secret,
we feel strong in the goodness. of our cause, and we confidently hope, through the
blessing of that Being who has hitherto protected our beloved country, finally to suc-
ceed, by open measures, in destroying this unhallowed fabric of freemasonry, and
raising on its ruins the temple of liberty, whose foundation shall be based on the
principle of equal rights. .

To act with effect, we must, however, act in concert; for this purpose, and to
spread information before the American people, your Committee recommend the
adoption of the following resolutions :

Resolved, That a Committee of correspondence be appointed, whose duty it shall
be to correspond with the several state committees, and with individuals in the
several states and territories, for the purpose of diffusing information on she subject
of freemasonry, and other secret combinations against the equal rights of mankind,
and our free institutions, and that said Committee have power to appoint one of their
number to act as corresponding secretary.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and
territories, who have not already done so, to appoint state committees, as soon as
practicable, and that those states and territories who have such committees, forward,
without delay, the names of the individuals composing them, to the national Com-
mittee, that they may be published with the proceedings of this convention.

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Anti-masons of the several states and
territories, where it is not already done, to appoint county, township, ward, and
town committees, and to forward, without delay, lists containing the names of those
appointed to their respective state committees.

olved, That the members of the several state committees, shall be deemed and
considered as members of the national committee of correspondence, and whenever
present at its sittings, entitled to vote and take part in its deliberations.
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Mr. Maynard, from the Committee appointed to inquire into the effect of freemas
on the Chnyatian "r{;igion, presented the following report: K4

Religion is the most precious gift of God to man. It unfolds his earthly relations
and duties, and discloses the source of all his hopes and consolations. It teaches the
connexion between imperfect intelligences, and the Almighty Being wdo created the
universe by the word of his power, and governs it in infinite wisdom.

It reveals the momentous truth, that the soul of man is destined to survive the
wreck of all material things, and to live beyond the grave. That when ¢ the elements
shail melt with fervent heat, the earth shall be burned up, and the heavens shall be
rolled together like a scroll,” the soul of man will have entered upon an existence of
interminable duration. .

It sustains man amidst the vicissitudes and calamities of life ; draws aside the cur-
tains of eternity; illumines his melancholy path through the vale of death, and in-
spires him with the hopes of beatitude in the world of future being. .

Involving, asreligion does, the dearest interests of earth, and the only hope of hea-
venly blessedness, it is natural that every thing which may impair its influence, con-
taminate its doctrines, or impede its progress, should excite the liveliest sensibilities of
immortal beings. Freemasonry cannot be indifferent in its effects upon that holy
cause. It is too importantin itself, too ramified in its connexions, amr too powerful
in its influence over the minds of its votaries, to be entirely without effect upon this,
the greatest and holiest subject that demands the employment of the human faculties.

It must exert an influence for good or for evil. Its tendencies cannot be regarded
with indifference. The pertinency of the inquiry becomes manifest, and its impor-
tance cannot be overrated.

Religion has had many improper connexions. Wickedness has often sought its
mantle to veil unholy designs. ﬁeis not without example that freemasonry should
seek its alliance. Every subtle machination against human happiness, or civil lib-
erty, and every mighz effort for the oppression of mankind, has covered and charae-
terized its designs with the sanctity of religion. Christianity has been made to aid
the advancement of the most unholy purposes, and the gratification of the most pes-
tilent of human passions. Its benign influences have been perverted to promote
schemes of stupendous wickedness and of monstrous oppression. It has been used
to infuse malice into the heart of bigotry, nerve the arm and kindle the fires of perse-
cution, and prop the throne of tyranny.

In view of the abominations which the perversion of religion has produced, who
‘can forbear to exclaim, Oh, Christianity ! what horrid enormities have been perpe-
trated in thy name!

Man is a religious being. In despite of stoical or impious philosophy, he regards
the Author of creation with awful reverence. So powerfulis the influence of religion
over the human mind, that it has been made the instrument of its government. This
has proved effectual, when all things else have failed. No scheme of policy, no plan
for social improvement, no system of government would be regarded with approba-
tion, or even indifference, if it were manifestly hostile to religion.

So deeply impressed was the author of illuminism, who in propensity, if not in
ability for tremendous mischief, was little less than * arch-angel fallen,” of the
influence of religion over the human disposition, that he invented whathe called a
priests’ degree, and made it a part of that system designed avowedly for the over-
throw of all social, political, and religious establishments. He seemed to enjoy a
fiend-like pleasure at the success of his subtle effort. He lured Christians into his
society, and acquired from their professions and characters, a reflected sanctity upon
designs the most inhuman, perverse, and impious. When a Protestant divine who
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had been enticed into his fraternitly, declared the opinion that that blasphemous de-
gree expressed the true meaning of Christianity, he exclaimed with rapturous delight,
«Oh man, man, to what mayest thou not be persuaded! Who would ever have
thought that I was to be the founder of a new religion 7"

The astonishment we feel at the infatuation and violence which freemasonry seems
to have infused into dispositions the most amiable, and the dominion which it appa-
rently exerts over minds, enlightened, vigorous, and powerful, may experience some
abatement from the reflection, that nearly eighteen centuries of the Christian era,
passed away before there was, in any part of Christendom, a perfect establishment
of religious liberty. Before, the doctrine was embraced, by any large community,
that no earthly power possesses a right to control the conscience of man; that for his
errors of faith or of worship, he is amenable only to the great Father of his spirit.
But civil rulers in league with ecclesiastical functionaries, in the pride of power, and
arrogance of wisdom, preseribed a creed of faith, and condemned to banishment, or
torture, or doath, the hapless being * who dared to believe or to doubt, a little more or
a little less,” than the standard which bigotry and tyranny had erected. Thus was
formed and for centuries continued, that adulterous connexion between church and
state ; a baleful union, always barren of good and prolific of evil. This alliance filled
the world with desolation. It broke up communities, pursued the sincere adorers of
God in their wanderings, and traced them by their prayers and their worship into
their places of refuge. It drenched the fairest portions of the globe with human
blood, arrayed Christian against Christian, with the name of the Saviour on his lig:
and vengeance in his heart, and caused him to exclaim at every triumph over hi
brethren in the Lord, in the sentiment, if not the language of the impious Mahome-
tan, ¢ Allak Acbaz,” “ God is victorious.”

It was not until liberty had found an abode in this favoured land, that the human
mind was emancipated from error, prejudice, and bondage. That the rights of con-
science were defined, established, and secured ; that religion was redeemed from the
slavery of power, freed from the cortamination, and delivered from the dangers of
that unholy alliance; that virtue, its constant handmaid, was enlarged from the dun-
geon, where priests and tyrants had confined her; and set free, withall her attractive
loveliness, to cheer, console, adorn, and bless mankind.

It may notbe inappropriate to the occasien, to indulge the reflection that we are
now pursuing our deliberations in a city, whose foundations were laid by an illustrious
personage, whose long, and peaceful, and glorious life was devoted to the augmenta-
tion of human happiness, and whose services were greatly instrumental in the es-
tablishment of the principles of free inquiry, the rights of conscience, and of religious
liberty. This delightful city, the fair work of his iands, consecrated to liberty and
benevolence, and which now constitutes so essential an adornment of our country,
is unimportant, in comparison with his labours in the cause of humanity, freedom,
and religion ; which will render him an everlasting benefactor of the human race.
He was one of those rare beings, who constitutes an epoch, and impresses his character
upon the times in which he lives. This city may vanish from the face of the earth,
but his usefulness and his fame will endure for ever; for wisdom and virtue are im-
mortal. He yet lives by his works, and exerts an extended influence upon human
condition. A spark from the altar of liberty erected in the wilds of America, has
kindled a flame in Europe which now shines with its pristine purity and lustre, in
that most wonderful and glorious of all revolutions, recently achieved in one of its
fairest kingdoms. Let us imbibe the benignant spirit of this friend of man. And
while we pursue the great objects of our inquiry with his meek boldness, and his mild
but firm determination, may we emulate his singleness of purpose, his purity of mo-
tive, and his expansive.charity. -

It is in accordance with the history of frail man, that freemasonry should seek
sanctity, by an alliance with religion. It seems to have done so. If the fraternity
cannot claim the- appellation of a ¢ peculiar people,” it has a kingly government,
and a * royal priesthood.” The order exhibits in its structure, the odious union of
civil and ecclesiastical power. It displays thealternate exercise of sovereign authority,
and the performance of the duties of the altar. It blends the holiest ceremonies of
religion with the mest revolting of human follies. '

It parades its mystic symbols, in profane performances, as the emblems of great
and dread realities. Freemasonry has a creed, but it is not the creed of any denomi-
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nation of the worshippers of God. Unlikeall, and yet equally adapted to everyfaith ;
except, perhaps, only in the degree of knight templar, there is no recognition of
the Redeemer. Other than that degree, the creed of freemasonry is equally the
faith of all, and the faith of none of the children of men, who acknowledge a
Supreme peinjgi' It is not Christianity, or the handmaid of it, but an impious sub-
stitute for it. By estranging the mind from the doctrines of the gospel, it inevitably
pr.o;gares its chambers for the lodgement of infidel principles. It harmonizes as weil
with the tenets of the Jew, the Pagan, and the Mahometan, as with those of the
humble follower of Christ. '

The idolatrous Persian, who prostrates himself in blind adoration before the sun,
and worships it as the source of light, and life, and intelligence ; the wild son of the
forest, who loads his altar with victims, mingles his unintelligible adorations with
the precious incense, as it ascends to the Great Spirit, and consoles himself with the
delusive expectation of the country beyond the hills; the Pagan, who flie§ to the
Ganges., and hopes in its sacred waters, rather than in the exhaustless fountain of
redeeming grace, to wash away the pollutions of his soul ; the Turk, who kneels at
2 mosque, lays his hand on the koran, and says, ¢ Allah, there is but one God, and
Mahomet is his apostle ;” the descendant of Abraham, who reposes in undiminished
faith, upon the future advent of the Messiah, embrace the creed of freemasonry, with
the same cordiality and confidence, as the believers in Christ, who rest their only
hopes of redemption and heavenly felicity, upon the merits of the atonement.

oes freemasonry aid the cause of religion, or is religion made to sanctify the
abominations of freemasonry? There is an attempted connexion, and it cannot be
without object or effect. Religion, heaven-born, suffersfrom every earthly contact, and
every impure alliance. Is it possible, that the indecent ceremonies of freemasonry,
its abomniable oaths, its horrid penalties, its impious oblations, its blasphemous
personification of the Deity, can be acce%table in the eyes of infinite purity? Itis
a formidable objection to freemasonry, that it attempts a connexion with religion,
and presents, in miniature, to the view of the American people, the abhorred union of
church and state, revolting to the feelings of every freeman, and condemned by every
principle of republicanism. '

In estimating its probable effect upon religion, its secret:fvlv begets suspicion. Chris-
tianity seeks publicity, and rejects concealment. It was the complacent declaration
of our Saviour, that all his acts, his teachings, his sermons, his communications, his
miracles, were open and public, and his emphatic asseveration, ¢ In secret have I
said nothing.” 'This is the nature and-spirit of his religion.

How, then, can that spirit delight in secrecy, and wrap itself in darkness? Inno-
cence seeks no cover ; shame and crime cry, ¢ come night,” and shroud us in the
¢t blanket of the dark.” Is there a Christian clergyman between the poles, who
would pass the ceremonies, and take upon himself the obligations of freemasonry,
in open conference in presence of his church? How, then, dare he do it in pre-
sence of his God? Is his awe of Omniscience increased by the all-seeing eye, one
of the emblems of the order? Or is all sense of accountability banished from the
mind, by the imposing, terrifying, and overpowering nature of the ceremonies?
The influence of Christianity is greatly exerted by its distinguished professors. The
clergy have a commanding power in all matters appertaining to the discharge of
social and moral duty. eir approbation is favour, their example a guide to the
world. All who regard the welfare of mankind, experience delight at the fact, and
appreciate the value of their influence. Our social system requires it. Patriotism,
while it would exclude them from affairs of state, and debar them from all employ-
ments, purely secular or political, and devote them to the duties of their holy voca-
tion, the ¢ cure of souls,” would not seek to diminish, but strive to increase, their
moral and religious influence.

Freemasonry, like every other subtle scheme for worldly aggrandizement, has
sought to sanctify itself, by embracing in its brotherhood many worthy rainisters of
the gospel. It presents them conspicuously among its titled dignitaries, and makes
an ostentatious display of its chaplains. Itarrays them at its festivals, and boasts of
its power in the pulpit.

That ¢ pulpit,
“ Which, in its legitimate and sober use,
¢ Shall stand recorded while the world shall stand ;

¢ The most effectual guard, support, and
¢ Omament of virtue's cigw."
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The fact of such membership has had, and still exerts a goworful influence, in
sustaining the order. It is natural and proper that it should be so. The just reve-
rence we feel for the characters and offices of those, ¢ whose doctrines and whose
lives co-incident, exhibit lucid proof, that they are honest in the sacred cause,’”” re-
strains us from the belief that they can be partakers in scenes of indecent folly, or of
atrocious impiety. We struggle against the evidence, and are prone to reject it,
from horror at the admission of the consequences. It is confidently believed, that
the fact, that clergymen and Christians are members of the fraternity, now consti-
tutes the chief support of the order. If they were to abandon the institution, it would
soon cease to exist. They mow constitute its vitalit{l. Deprived of the savour of
their influence it would immediately perish. One of the bad effects of freemasonry,
now to be apprehended, is the diminution of the useful, wholesome, religious influ-
ence of the clergy. Before the recent disclosures, there was less danger, because the
incons.. tency between their Christian professions, and their masonic practices, was
unknown to the world. But now it is revealed and manifest. With what hope of
effect or success, could a masonic clergyman address an assembly upon the greatsub-
jects of profanity, impiety, and blasphemy? The thought would immediately rush to
the minds of his hearers ; “you have entered a lodge in the attire of a malefactor,
taken God’s name in vain in horrible oaths, shocking to all moral sense, drank wine |
out of a human skull, imprecated damnation on your soul, with double vengeance,
in case of the violation of an impious obligation, and witnessed the personification of
the great * I am that I am,” in the imposing scene of the burning bush, when Jeho-
vah commanded the chosen leader of Israel, ¢ to put off his shoes from his feet, for the
ground on which he trod was holy.” ¢ Physician heal thyself,” would be the spon-
taneous, irrepressible reply of every heart.

Freemasonry produces a mental slavery. That man is a slave whose mind is not
free. It is in vain that he may enjoy “ light and life and the use of his own limbs,”
if his soul is in bondage. He who is bound to secrecy, on certain subjects, and to one
class of his fellow men, by unknown ties, which do not exist between him and others,
is unreasonably a slave. Other men, men of discordant principles and views, have

ower over his faculties, and in proportion to his subjection to the association, he is
in bondage, and becomes a mere, perhaps, a dishonourable machine:

Time will not permit a more particular or ample delineation of the solemn cere-
monies of religion, which freemasonry blends with its ridiculous and profane exer-
cises. It is the less necessary, because every important report, made to the conven-
tion, abounds in statements which fully illustrate them, and point directly to the de-
plorable effects, which familiarity with them must have upon the mind, to estrange
it from the influences of religion.

While we ¢ state in sorrow, not in an anger,” the fact that clergymen and other
professed Christians are members of the fraternity, andnow afford its main support,
1n another view, we regard it with delight, as furnishing the grounds of consolation
and hope.

Fewpclergymen, itis believed, ever sought admission. They have been lured in by
beguiling promises of advantage, and flattering through delusive hopes of more ex-
tended usefulness in their holy vocation. To have become a freemason, with good
motives, is a misfortune, not a crime. It may, indeed, be questionable, whether the
petition the candidate is required to present, that he is not influenced by curiosity,
is always in exact accordance with truth. Whether so or not, can be known o&
to the searcher of hearts. " As that declaration is made without other knowledge of
freemasonry than the brethren are pleased to give, the departure from truth, if any
there be, can only be ascribed to the influence of the institution. As the candidate
may be fairly presumed to believe the institution virtuous and useful, his motives in
becoming a member, are not liable to impeachment. A continued adherence to the
institution, after its impurities are shown, and its abominations are proved, presents
a far different aspect. )

Many Christians yet continue their membership. Considerations, the force of which
it is difficult to appreciate, have hitherto held them to their allegiance. Let us re-
gard them in all charitableness, with a deep and abiding consciousness, that the same
omniscient Being who will adjudge them for their adherence to freemasonry, will
also adjudge us for our treatment of them. .

As the institution craved their admission, and now relies upon their membership



83] EFFECT OF FREEMASONRY UPON THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 5

for sustentation, it is a natural presumption, that it should make vastefforts to retain
them. We may not be sensible of the number, variety, or power of the inducements
that may be presented to their minds, or addressed to their feelings. We may not
know how the question may be connected with other questions of duty. As we can-
not fully afpreciate the power of the temptation to remain, we cannot duly estimate the
strength of mind, the energy of character, or the sense of duty, required to overcomeit.

We cannot resist the belief, that they will now regard the question in the new as-
pect in which it is presented, and that the convictions of conscience will finally pre-
vail over all other considerations, and product their voluntary abandonment. %Ve
are styengthened in our confidence, by the example of the many distinguished indi-
viduals of the clerical vocation, who have already emancipated themselves from the
thraldom in which they had been so long bound, and now labour with such com-
mendable zeal and rare Qbility, to free the land from an institution so full of abomi-
nations and dangers. : '

‘Many other distinguished ornaments of the church, without any practical know-
ledge of freemasonry, convinced by the recent disclosures of its irreligious nature and
tendency, have engaged, with an ardour inspired by the importance of the subject,
in disseminating the light of truth, and in warning the world, that those who would
eschew evil, should be aware of the fascinations of this deceptive order.

Christians of such benign intents, and high and holy purpose, want no promptings
but their own sense of duty, their anxiety for the salvation of souls, and their reve-
rence for their God. In the spirit and charity of the gospel, they invite the attention
of their brethren in the church, who belong to the fraternity, and address them in the
language of infinite condescension, ¢ Come, let us reason together.” Calm and de-
liberate discussion, conducted in the spirit of brotherly love, will awaken investiga-
tion, quicken a sense of duty, give force to its impulse, and produce the results which
truth requires. Let us not censure the hesitation, or chide the tardy action of Chris-
tians who are yet members of the institution; but invite their attention, and leave
them to the influence of time and their own reflections. 'The example of others will
not be lost upon them. They will not be unmindful of the memorable act of a be-
loved brother, the thread of whose spotless and useful life, was recently and prematurely
cut; whose gentle spirit, too pure for earth, took a sudden and early flight to heaven.
Yet not till it had raised its warning voice against the pretensions, character, and
tendency of this institution. ¢ Oh my soul! come not thou into their secret, unto

eir assembly, mine honour be not thou united.” ¢It is enough for me to know,
that masonry is anti-christian and impious, and no man henceforward shall put me
i the catalogue of clergymen abetting masonry.” (a) A tremendous re:_ponslbmty
rests upon masonic clergymen. The continuance or speedy destruction of the order,
is in their power. Let us indulge the animating hope, that whatever considerations
may restrain_their immediate action, convictions of their Christian duty will ulti-
mately prevail. Let us not forget that we oppose the masonic institution, not its
members, only as they adhere to and uphold it. Against them we indulge no hos-
tile feeling. Who are they ? Men like ourselves, not less virtuous, gifted, or patriotic;
¢ bone of our bone, and flesh of our flesh,” our kindred, companions, anc[ friends, with
whom “wedelight to take sweet converse, and walk to the house of God in company.”

Many of them are masons of only three degrees, and as ignorant of the unrevealed
iniquity of the ipstitution, until recently, as those who never passed the threshold of
a lodge. They have not been partakers in word or deed, in its late abominations.
In the perpetration of those outrages, it was the institution that sinned, by the infatu-

_ation it produces, and not its members as individuals. It is to that, and not to them, .
that the shade of Morgan points, with a clay-cold, but unerring hand ; and, like the
ghost to Richard on Bosworth field, cries in a voice that should harrow up the soul:
¢ thou art my murderer, despair and die.”

The views we have taken, inspire and justify a confidence, that the Great Head
of the church, who has always extended to it his signal protection; rescued it from
innumerable perils, purified it in his own time and manner, is moving the heartg of
his children to an investigation of the very subject propounded in the resolution.
Nothing moreis necessary. Attention and inquiry will produce benign results.
Those who put their trustin God need not fear but he.will deliver his church from
the lurking dangers of this imposture. |

(a) J. 8. Christmas,




UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC_CONVENTION.

Mr. Seward, on bekalf of Mr. Ellmaker, from the Committee, next hereafter men-
tioned, reported as follows : . )
The Committee appointed to report'résolutions expressive of the sentiments of
this Convention, on the subject of freemasonry, respectfully report the following

. RESOLUTIONS:.
Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, the revelations which have
been made and published of the secret obligations, rites, and ceremonies of the soci~
ety of freemasons, are true.

Resolved, That in the oﬂnion of this Convention, founded upon the most thorough
investigation, not only of historical facts, but also of masonic tradition, the institution
of freemasonry originated in the city of London, in the early part of the last century.

Resolved, That the oaths of freemasonry are neither legally, morally, nor religious-
ly obligatory.

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Convention, an actual adherence by free-
masons to the principles contained in the obligations of the order, is incensistent with
the higher and paramount duties which they owe to the state, and is a disqualifica-
tion for offices of public trust.

Resolved, That the organization and principles of the society of freemasons, are
inconsistent with the genius of our republican institutions.

Resolved, That it is the right and duty of the peopie, to abate the evils of freema-
sonry, in the same manner as under our free institutions all other great moral and
political evils are abated ; by the exercise of the right of suffrage.

Resolvgd, That the political character of freemasonry is established in the clearest
manner, by the direct testimony of numerous freemasons of the highest respectabili-
ty, who have seceded from the institution, and by their publication of a masonie ap-
peal, made to the fraternity of Massachusetts by the grand master of the grand lodge
of.that state, in favour of a candidate for governor of that state who was a freema-
son, in preference to the opposing candidate, who was not a freemason ; and that
such political character is in entire accordance with the letter and spirit of several
of the degrees of the order. ‘ :

Resolved, That the whole history of freemasonry, and that of the United States
for the last thirty-five years, and more especially for the last four years, demonstrate
that the institution of freemasonry has rendered the press in the United States sub-
servientto its will ; that it is a plain ptinciple of politics, that no society of men
ought to exist among us, which can directly or indirectly, abridge the freedom of
the press; and that when such abridgment does take place, there is no remedy for
the evil, but the appeal to the people, in the exercise of the elective franchise.
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UNITED STATES

ANTI-MASONIC CONVENTION,

HELD AT PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 11, 1830.

‘Tae Untrep StatEs ANTI-Masonic CoNvENTION assembled in the city of Philadelphia, on
Saturday, the eleventh day of September, 1830, and organized themselves in the District Court
Room, at the corner of Sixth and Chestnut-streets.

On motion of Mr. WaiTTLESEY, of New-York, Josern RiTNeR, Esq. of Pennsylvania, was
called to the chair, and JorN CLARKE, of the city of Philadelphia, appointed Secretary, pro

tempore. N

'I}}); Secretary then proceeded to call the names of the delegates to the Convention from the
several states represented in that body, commencing with those from New-York. Upon count~
ing them over, it ap) that 26 deleiues from New-York, 15 from Massachusetts, 8 from
Connecticut, 5 from Vermont, 2 from Rhode lsland, 25 from Pennsylvania, 7 from New-Jersey,
1 from Delaware, 6 from Ohio, 1 from Maryland, and 1 from the Verritory of Michigan—in all
96, were present. '

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, i ;

Resolved, That this convention be organized by the appointment. of one President, four Vice-
Presidents, and two Secretaries. K .

Mg. WHITTLESEY then said, that at an informal meeting this moming of the delegates, or a
major part of the delegates to the convention, a committee, of which he had been designated as

I , had been appointed, for the purpose of nominating suitable persons to fill the several
offices in thisbody. He, therefore, nominated FRANCIS GRANGER, Esq. of New-York,
as the President of the Convention. The nomination bei una.nimousllﬁ co N .

MEg. GRANGER made a few remarks complimentary to the respectability and imgorumce of
the convention, and admonitory of the propriety of its proceedings being marked by a cool
deliberation and dignity, which, while they would secure the general resiect of the community,
would, at the same time, show its firmness of p: ‘To us, said he, have been confided the
dearest interests of the American character, and by our frooeedings ought that character to be
preserved as pure as the virtue of patriotism. Re.ymé or support inutie chair, upon the kind
partiality which had placed him there, he should cheerfully enter upon its duties, and discharge
them to the best of his ability.

Josepr RITNER, of Pennsylvania, ABNeR PrELPs, of Massachusetts, RoBErRT HaNNa, ot
Ohio, and SamuEL W. DexTeR, of the Territory of Michigan, were then nominated and elected
as Vice-Presidents of the convention; and Joun CLarkE, of Pennsylvania, and NosLe D.
Srroxe, of Connecticut, as Secretaries, -

The convention being thus organized, it was opened with a prayer from the Rev. Mr. Thacher,
one of its members. i

On motion, a committee of one member from each state and territory represented in the con-
vention was appointed by the President. 'To give this committee time to make their report, an
adjournment took place till four o’clock this afternoon,

‘At four o’clock, the convention re-assembled in the District Court Room. SamyeL P. Lymaw,
of Massachusetts, and NatsanizL B. BoiLeav and ALEXANDER PLUMMER, of Pennsylvania, ad-
giru:aal meml;egrs, appeared, and took their seats, These accessions made the whole number

ogates 99, )
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M. PreLps, from the committee appointed to lay before the convention the subjects proper
for its eonnider:nion, reported certain resolutions, which, after a little desultory discussion upon
ime or two ot:‘ m and after those were modified, were adopted.—[See the Resolutions at

e in the Jo 5

lK';Al:;t.her resolul.ion,:L pointing a committee to report the evidences of the truth of the dis-
closures in Bernard’s “Light on Masonry,” was reported and adopted. But Ma. Warp, of
New-York, moved its reconsideration, and offered a substitute, the object of which was to limit
the inquiries of this committee, to the degrees above those which may be known to any mem-
ber of the convention. He did not ve the utilithfof investigating the truth of the dis-
closures on the degrees known to the seceding masons in this convention, who had been
already appointed a committee to rzﬂort an outline of free-masonry, as far as they were
initiated into it, and to certify its truth under their own hands, .

M&. PrELPs, of Massachusetts, Me.Inwix and Mr. Tobb, of Pennsylvania, rather favored
the original resolution. It was finally adopted, and the substitute disagreed to.

Mg. SEWARD, of New-York, objected to the second resolution, as originally reported
the committee: [for the introduction of honorary members.] He considered it to be too broad.
It might admit a great number of persons, who were not del:gnus, to seats in the convention,
and lead to controversies which it ought to be the object of the convention to avoid. He
thought that the delegates sent here were competent to perform the duties assigned to them;
that they should be guided by the light of their own minds, rather than to seek that of others,
and that no benefit could be derived from the admission of other persons than delegates into
this body. "He moved the reconsideration of the resolution, and the motion was carried.

The resolution being now taken up, Mr. PHELPS said, that the resolution wasan instruction
to a committee, simply to consider the expediency of admitting such and such persons into the .
convention. Several gentlemen of high character, who were not delegates, but who might af-
ford material aid, were present in this city. Among them, there was one from North Caro-
lina. He wasnot a de!ggnto, because there were not enough anti-masons in his state to elect
a delegate. He had no wish, in coming into the convention, to vote, but to obtain information,
and take it back with him to light up the flame of anti-masonry, in the great state of North
Carolina.

Mz. SEWARD said, that he was satisfied with the explanation of the chairman of the commit-
tee, and, with a modification, which he would submit, he would agree to the resolution. He
then modified it as it appears among the resolutions in the Journal, and it was adopted ac~

rdingly. RE

R. \Xfﬂn‘rus; m a reconsideration of the resolution, to inquire into the effects of
masonry in regard to religion. In relation to the evil tendency of free-masonry to the cause
of religion, the convention ought to have nothing to do. at should be left to judica-
tories and conventions of a religious character. 8o far as masonry_ was fraught. with-ewis to
morals, to government, and to man in_his social condition, as ket believed it wes, he

oxi investigating it, and no farther. With these views, he moved the rejection of the re-
solution. -

Two or three gentlemen made remarks in reply to Mr. Whittlesey. They considered-the
subject of free-masonry as important in its effects upon reliﬁion, as upon morals or government.
It was improper to draw a distinction between them. The love oFo country and of God, was
the same. The interests of religion and of the state were the same.

Finally, the resolution was recommit

Mze. HoLLeY, of New-York, moved that when the convention adjourned, they should adjourn
to the saloon of the Musical Fund Society. The committee informally appointed by a volun-
tary meeting of several members of the convention, srekus to its organization, of which he
was chai , had ascertained that the saloon could be had for the use of the convention, for
200 dollars, and they had engaged it accordingly. HE HELD IN Bis HANDS A LEASE OF THAT
ROOM FOR THE USE OF THIS CONVENTION, e hall, with all the requisite accommodations for
the convention, could be obtained by ten o’clock on Monday morm'n?. It was capable of hold-
ingﬁlfsog perssons. 3The convention accordingly adjourned to that place and time.

onday, Sept. 13.

Agreeabl t}c; adjournment, the convention assembled at the Saloon of the Musical Fund
Society. Four additional delegates appeared and took their seats. The whole number now
amounted to 103.

The committees appointed in confbrmity to the resolutions adopted on Saturday, were an-
nounced from the chair.—[See the names in the Journal.]

Mg. DENNTY, from the committee to whom the subject was referred, reported a set of rules and
orders for the regulation of the p ings and debates of the convention. The report was
adopted without amendment.—[See the Journal.]

On motion of MR. STRONG, 2 committee of three was appointed to receive daily, the doings of
the convention from the Secretaries, and to see that they were correctly prepared for publi-
cation.

Mg. IrwiN, of Pennsylvania, submitted the following resolution : .

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to inquire and report concerning the effect
of the ties and obligations of free-masonry upon the commerce and revenue of the United States.

N
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M-g. Irwiy, in submitting this resolution, said, that if the information which he had received
on the subject were correct, smuggling and piracy were favourcd by the tendency of the masonic
obligations, and partiality often shown to masters and commanders of vessels, who were members
of the fraternity. The subjects of commerce and revenue, and of smuggling, had occupied the
attention of all our statesmen ; and this inquiry might result in facts, wﬁﬂﬁ would for the
consideration of the national legislature.

"The resolution was agreed to; and it was referred to'a committee, of whom Mr. Inwin is

MR. Apams, of Massachusetts, presented a communication from Samuel G. Anderton, ad-
dresséd to the convention, the object of which was to confirm, in the most solemn manner, the
truth of an affidavit which he some time ago gave, on the subject of the alleged horrid oaths and
obligations of masonry, and of certain enormities committed under their inEfxe'nce. Before the
letter was read through, Me. RucaLEs moved its reference to a committee, to consider whether
it was a proper letter to be read. The reference was accordingly made ; and M. RuaGLEs sub-
sequently reported favourably to the reading, and, at a still later hour, in favour of putting the
lJett.er :ln]t.he Journals.—[It was so ordered, and the letter will be found in the appendix to the

ournal.

M-gr. CurTENIUS submitted the follawinf{resoluﬁon, which, after objections to its expediency
by MR. SLaDE, MR. WaLkER, and MRr. M‘CuLLocH, was laid on the table for the present.

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to consider and report the most expedient time,

lace, and manner, for making nominations of candidates for the offices of PRESIDENT and

ICE PRESIDENT of the United States. .

Mg. MippLESWARTH, of Pennsylvania, suggested the e@pnvenience and propriety of the dele-
gation from each state sitting together in the convention. Questions might arise, upon which it
would be desirable for the delegates of a state to consult together.

Me. M‘CurLocH objected to this arrangement, considering it improper, and calculated to
foster sectional or local views. Rk

At the instance of Mr. Hopxins, the subject was postponed for the present.

MRg. Sweer, of New-York, offered the following resolution.

Resolved, That a committee be raised to inquire into the pecuniary circumstances and situa-
tion of the family of Capt. William Morgan, and to report what measures, if any, should be
adopted for their support.

R. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, thought that this convention, as such, had nothing to do with
the family of Capt. Morgan. The abduction and murder of that individual, did not constitute
the basis of anti-masonry. That was perhapsa_providential circumstance in its favour. The
investigation and proceedings of the convention in regard to free-masonry, should be coolly and
dis onately conducted. This resolution would be looked upon as intended to inflame the
feelings and passions, rather than to appeal to the judgment ; to excite the sympathies, rath
than open the eyes, of the people, on the subject of masonry.

Mg. SwEET said, he had not offered the resolution for the purpose of exciting the public feel-
ing, nor of adding to the excitement which already existed. He thought the inquiry, however,
due to the cause in which they were engaged, and to which Captain Morgan fell a martyr.
His wife was of feeble constitution and needed support. Many gentlemen in New-York had
contributed to it ; and he thought that the subject was worthy of the consideration of the con-
vention.

Mg. Reap, of New-York, could not perceive that the resolution was calculated to lead the
public mind astray. If the family of Captain Morgan had no more claim to our support than
others, they had to our sympathies. Some states had given something to the relief of this dis-
tressed family ; others had not; and he seemed to be of the opinion, that the object was one
worthy of the attention of the convention. ) .

MRr. M‘CuLrocH, of New-Jersey, said that the object of the convention wasto prevent future
mischiefs from the influence of free-masonry and not to remedy the past. He considered the
resolution as Quixotic.

Mg. BarLow, of Massachusetts, observed, that individual contributions for the support of
Captain Morgan’s wife and family, had been given to a considerable amount : they could and
would still be resorted to. It would be Lravelﬂng out of the way for this convention to take up
the subject. He ho‘pcd that the resolution would not prevail. X

Mr. WaLkeR, of Massachusetts, thought it inexpedient to adopt such a resolution. Great
sympathy has justly been felt for the fate of this lady’s husband, who had fallen a martyr in a
most glorious cause. His name had been immortalized. But it would be more proper for a
future convention, still more national, to take up this subject. Great burdens, a great sacrifice
of time and money, had been and would be incurred by those who came to this convention.
As an individual, he ho; that the family would receive support. In Massachusetts, some-
thing h:d;ﬂbeen done. He had no fear of excitement ; but he floped that the resolution would
not prevaul, 3

Rr. Cooxe, of New-York, had made it his business to become acquainted with the family
of Captain Morgan. He had witnessed their distress : he had witnessed the withdrawal from
them of all masonic aid. The question was, whether this convention, as a body, would come
forward? He hoped, however, that the question would be waived for the present.
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‘The resolution was rejected. . .

Mg. TarvLor, of New-York, moved the following resolution: .

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to make inquiry as to the influence of free-masonry
on the public press, and whether it be expedient to adopt any measures, in relation thereto.

Mg. Topp, of Pennsylvania, called for the reasons which induced the gentleman from New-
York to offer this resolution. . . .

Mg. TavLor said, he could not be expected to go largely into an explanation of his own
resolution at this time ; but as an honourable gentleman had regl\lxlested it, he would express a
few views upon the sui)ject, although he was aware, that in touching the public press he should
touch a hornet’s nest. .

It was my fortune, said M. T. to reside near the place from which Morgan was taken,
and to learn the course pursued by the presses in that section of country, as well as the course
which the public press has taken, upon the general subject of free-masonry. And I am bound
to say, for it is a fact, that in those garts of the country where I have been particularly ac-
?uaim.ed, the press has been muzzled by free-masonry : T do not say it was always directly by

ree-masonry ; though in some casesI know it has been so. Directly or indirectly, free-masonry
has controlled the press. . .

The conductors of the periodical papers have been kept under an influence arising from the
power of patronage. The fear of losing patronage has paralyzed the press. There are other
causes which have operated toa very great extent. 'The presses not actually conducted by ma-
sens, have been muzzled by friends, by the influence of individuals bqlongmg to the institution;
insomuch, that the facts in relation to Morgan’s fate, have not, tothisday, had a general circu-
lation. Tknow that to this very day, nggny people have, through this same influence, been kept
ignorant of all that has transpired in relation to this institution. I do not now say that it is n
our power to do any thing upon the subject, and therefore the resolution is couched in such
language as to leave it for the committee to report what max be expedient. But it is within
the knowledge and recollection of all or many, that papers have been muzzled, and their influ-
ence paralyzed ; and it seems to me proper that this convention should do something; thou
it is not my wish to encroach upon the rights of the committee appointed for laying out
business of the convention.

MRr. Hopxixs, from New-York, said, that he was not now prepared to lay -before the con-
vention, at length, the views which he should entertain upon this subject. But the occasion
called upon him now to say, that, in his opinion, no more important or legitimate subject of con-
sideration could come before the convention. Sir, said the speaker, the question of the public
press in this country, is virtually the question of public liberty. .

‘Whoever will refer to the history of this nation for the past, may perceive that the conduct
of the periodical press in relation to masonry, is a phenomenon ; a case entirely new and tpe-
culiar.  From the beginning of all our rec(ﬁ{ections until this moment, there has never been
any other case of an outrage, any way considerable, that has not been resounded in the pub-
lic papers from one end to the other of this immense empire. Every accidental death, every
riot, or burglary, and especially every murder, is caught up, and circulated with eager dili-
gence. Take a recent example.

A profligate banker from England runs away with the money of those who had trusted him,
and hides himself in a remote corner of the South. His injured creditors follow and arrest him,
and bring him to New-York, which is not exactly according to legal form. But in his arrest he
is treated with all imaginable delicacy; he travels like a gentleman ; arrived at New-York, he is
lodged in a palace, caressed and followed ; is defended by the most eminent counsel ; becomes a

subject of public interest, and sets up on a great scale for a persecuted man. Every circum-
stance concerning the base fugitive is resounded through the Union. All America is in a fer-
ment because a run-away Englishman was unlawfully, though gently, and peaceably, carried
from Georgia to New-Y{rk.

‘What was the case of William Morgan? I need not repeat particulars. A. free man—an

American born,—without any offence against our laws,—is imprisoned first as a debtor, then .

as a felon, is blindfolded and” gagged, bereft of all possible aid from counsel or friends, and
finally made to disappear from the face of this habitable globe. Many of us who were in dis-
tant garts of the state, can recollect hearing some indistinct rumours of a man being taken
off, Iremember hearing that some affidavits had been published in & single western paper.. I
sought for information in New-York, but could find none; for some months, I could not learn
what had taken place.

Here, then, was a case where a man had by unlawful violence been mysteriously taken from
friends and family, and the light of day, and who remained unaccounted for. Itis impossible
to imagine a case of more deep and alarming interest. Neither were the facts inaccessible.
They were published at the west: copies of that publication were known to be in the city of
New-York ; and yet no paper in that city, or but one only, dared to allude to the transaction,
and but one or two in other parts of the state. All other papers alike, as if actuated by one
spirit, or controlled by one power, kept an obstinate, systematic, spell-bound silence.

The people at large had no possible means to come at the facts, ~ If. they heard some 8
ramours, could they know that there was ever such a man as William Morgan? Had he thus
disappeared ? Oh, no! it was only the ravings of some factious people at the West. And whilea
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few reports and surmises were circilated, and then denied and ridiculed, and hooted down, the
well established facts could in no way be laid before the people.

Neither would the p;iem deny the facts. They would neither, in general, say that Morgan
had, or had not, been taken away. It was a system of silence, dead and mysterious, and mani-
festly produced b¥ some general and powerful cause.

In saying this, I mean not to reproach all our papers with criminal connivance. Many were
restrained by a just fear of the order, and felt that they had too much at stake. They might
have no objections to the publication of authentic facts, or might wish to publish. But the
secret hand of free-masonry was upon them: they had reason to dread the consequences of
naming William Morgan, or his abduction or murder.

If any editor doubted whether a free citizen had been violently taken from among men, and
hidden where the light of day, and the hand of charity, and the consolations of friends could
never reach him, why not deny the fact? Or why not demand information, or challenge

inquiry ?

tﬁut, no! TUnbroken silence was the command of free-masonry, and that command ‘was

obeyed by very nearly all the old 1px'esses. And in a country where not only the tale of every
fugitive foreigner, but of every stolen horse, is sounded through the Union, the papers preserved
an ominous silence regarding the abduction, and torture, and murder of a man and a citizen!

I have alluded to the state of the presses in general ; and to those which are situated in the

i and vicinity where Morgan lived, which were surrounded by men concerned in the ab-
duction.__Go now to the presses under the patronage of governments. Go to the state paper
of New-York ; a paper enjoying a legal monopoly to a limited extent, and in £art suplport.ed
by the public; a paper from these causes deriving great confidence amo e people, and
therefore bound to a certain degree of truth and impartiality in tll:‘:)lblishing ts. While that
paper, like others, is filled with notices of every act of violence from Maine to Arkansaw, the
abduction and murder of Morgan seem alone to be unknown to the Albany Argus.

‘Where then do the people of these United States stand? Let us open our eyes to view our
real condition ; and it is this: There is a power in this country which can imprison men and
take life without law. When it does so, the laws are incompetent to punish, and the press too
much enslaved to announce the fact. Against that power we appeal to the people : our noble
friends in the west of New-York began that appeafo under infinite discouragements. Office,
and the magistracy were masonic, and were parties to the outrage ; the press would circulate
no information; when meetings were announced, the doors were closed against them there, as
was attempted here in Philadelphia.

I had not intended to take up the time of the convention ; the subject came abruptly upon
me, and I could not forbear mentioning some of the topics which often qlress ug;:m my mind.
The government of a secret and self-elected body of men is no more republican, though it may
preserve the forms, than the government of the Mamelukes of Egypt. It is no more a real
government of the people than was the Roman Empire when decrees, in the name of the senate
and people, were issued by an Augustus, a Nero, and a Caligula. Of what use is freedom of
action when we arg deceived as to the motives of action? Of what benefit are votes to us,
when we are kept 1n necessary ignorance of the facts which should govern them ?

Do the people’ of this cA.mntrKI at all realize this wonderful fact—that great and flagrant
erimes have been committed, which cannot be published except. by establishing new presses?
The facts have never yet been published by the majority of the papers in the state of New-
York. Inmore distant places not a word is said of the matter, or only something to mislead
and betray. There is a power among us which can steal, and imprison, and murder men ;
which asserts the right to do so ; whij\ defends the perpetraters from a common fund ; which
brings them off from trial by triumphant acquittals ; and which can then suppress all general
knowledge of the facts, except where new presses are established. i

Lot these presses fall, established as they have been by immense sacrifices ; let the masonic
presses resume their empire ; then name the crime which masonry cannot safely commit ; and
tell me what the public can fearn, except by permission of the lodges?

I ask gentlemen to follow up this subject In their minds, and see where masonry may not
strike, or what is the limit to her power? With power over the press, she has the control of
character as well as of life. She may strike any member of this convention by concerted
calutny. She has boasted of this power in speeches, and she bears it in her obligations. I
have no doubt but masonry has cried down tll:: characters, and broken the hearts of man
honest men, who never knew the cause. Thus life, fortune, and character are held by the suf-
ferance of free-masonry. Go before th8 people, and you have no remedy except by free presses.
Masonry at this moment controls the sources of information over the far greater part of the
Union. ~ The people know just what she permits them to know. : .

. Why need \:Eeat the truism, that the liberty of the press is the palladium of liberty ? It

is the soLE palladium—mosT EMPHATICALLY it 18 50, 3 .

‘Why, then, should not all good men join us in this cause? Is it denied that the press is
thackled? Can impudence pretend that it is not thus shackled in favour of murder and_per-
jury? Are not these efforts of ours made to set it free? Does not masom'?y persist in hiding

the knowledge of facts, which no human audacity can now deny to be true

In the ancient republics, in Rome and Athens, and other free states, the democracy assembled



" gingle press dared to offer a word in rel
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around the forum, and the advocates of liberty pleaded her cause, before free nations. But
have you any orator here to gather ther our millions from Missouri to themain? Have
ou any such forum 7" The press wields the argument and persuasion of this ag;. It is only
this, that the wise and good can bring their counsels home to the e. Take from the
press its liberty, and you leave with masonry the power to strike and to overawe whom she
ill. Leave us in the hands of masonic magistrates, sheriffs, jurors, witnesses, and judges,
and of a masonic press, and then what is public liberty worth, and how far are we removed
from despotism? ~'Who that is not a mason, will not feel that he is a slave, and act ac-

-,

ly ?

I mua{ hope, sir, that the resolution will prevail. . . .

Mr. Terry, from Connecticut, rose, not to go into the consideration of this question gene-
rally, but simply to state some facts within his own knowledge, as to the state of the pressin
that part of the country in which he resided. Said the speaker, there are eight newspapers
published in Hartford, where I live; and ye:Il it is impossible to procure the insertion of any

i ing free-masonry inany one of them, except in one recently established by the
anti-masons. [ select one .

Mr. Whittlesey, of Middletown, lately renounced free-masonry,and under circumstances
calculated to ma{e a deep imtﬁression upon the public mind, for he was in the last stage of
life. T applied personally to the editor of one of our newspapers, to procure the insertion of
that renunciation, but he refused.

I addressed myself to one gentleman, whom I thought a very candid, honourable man, the

editor of another paper, but it was all in vain. I believe he would have been willing, person-
ally, to have had it inserted, but he dared not doit. He was so much under the influence of
masons, in consequence of their patronage, that he seemed to consider it unsafe. This is the
case, universally, in the state of Connecticut. No anti-masonic intelligence can be inserted in
mwper but one. To be sure, when some fine stories were circulated about the appearance
of Morgan at Malta, and at Smyrna, the masonic editors inserted that, but nothir:i e,
In the state of Connecticut, which the vanity of its inhabitants sometimes calls the Athens of
America, there are hundreds and thousands of our citizens who know nothing upon this sub-
ject. They do not read the anti-masonic paper—for they are told that it is a contemptible
thing, set up by some worthless person from New York: they are deterred from taking this,
and all the other presses are muzzled, completely muzzled.

I now content myself with making one er remark. If the newspapers of this country,
—which ought to be free—if the papers of this country had pursued their course and been
really free, I venture to say there would have been very little need of our assembling in con-
vention this day. No, Sir, the people would, ere now, have understood the sub.i;‘ct comple:ﬁz,
and decided right; for nothing more is necessary than to inform the people. The great difli-
culty is, the want of disseminating information upon this subject. It does ap to me, that
the resolution which has been offered by the gentleman from New Yorm an all-im-

rtant one.
poMr. ‘WarrTLESEY, of New York. This is a resolution of deep irnﬁoﬂance, and one upon
which time ma{?be spent profitably. 'What are the facts? William Morgan, a citizen of the
state of New York, a free man, is seized at mid-day in Batavia, transported by relays of
horses a distance of 150 miles, confined in a fortress of the United Statgs, and, a few days
after, put to death! Thiswasan outrage which necessarily required many agents; extensive
must have been the correspondence and concert, which carried into operation this high-handed
offence. It might have been supposed, that the whole people wouldpe have risen up indignant,
and demanded punishment for the perpetrators of such an outrage.

It would be supposed, that the press, the public press, tmmr?e&-wngued as it has ever been
in cases of crime of this description, would have lent its powerful aid in the investigation ; that
it would have }mt forth, in amimated language, its details, and joined the public in requiring
at the hands of the perpetrators, vengeance and punishment, for the blood of their victim.

In that whole section of country, populous and well informed as it is, and abounding in
presses, there was, for months, but a sinfle press found that dared to tell the tale; but one

e ation to the fate of this unhappy man! ‘When re-
quests were made for the insertion of information, those who made them were insultingly
refused. I know some facts in relation to this transaction, and I will mention one. In the
village of Rochester, where I reside, an editor, & member of the society of friends, ventured to
say, that he thought it not quite right, to take a man thus away and put him to death, and if
they had done it, as represented, there ought to be a legefl investigation. 'When this moderdte
article appeared in t.hl:fr_mt, a !ﬂliglt tel:xslu, a treasurer of Monroe encampment, or bearing
some high office, rushed into his office, ordered his advertisements out of the paper, and the

r discontinued, stating to the publisher, that, if he did not retract, more than half his sub-
scribers would take the same course. He then went to a royal arch mason, and boasted tiat
he had shut the quaker’s head. I grieve, for the honor of the press, that the editor did recant.

Another fact :—I was myself, at that time, the conductor of a pui)lic paper, and ventured to
say, that the facts ought to be given to the public. I was met, privately, by the minigter,
under whose teac.hu:ig had been sitting, and who was also a knigl?t. templar in Monroe en-
campment. He told me, as I valued my reputation, my living and character, not to meddle

.
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- with that subject. He said, the masons were powerful, they were my friends; and they hed
in their hands, the means of my ruin. :

Sir, there is not a fact in the whole course of this outrage, not a.fact in the whole history of
the transaction, so a.ln.rmin%,vu this forced silence of the press, muzzled, shackled, and influ-
enced by the fmternity. e felt it to be so, and we have at a_heavy expense established
presses for the express of giving publicity to facts, for in no other way could they
reach the public eye. I venture to say, that nineteen out of twenty, of all the anti-
masonic presses now in operation, have been constrained to give publicity to this matter,
or have been established expressly for the ;m-pou; of the old presses in New York and the
eastern states, not ten have even yet opened their columns in any manner.

Last winter the report of a public officer was made to the legislature of the state; an official
document entitled to high credit. Yet that report never saw the light, through the columns
of our public press in any of the large towns and cities of our state, or in very few if any.
There was scarcely a press that dare give publicity to that document, sanctioned as it was by
high official authority, except the msses of an anti-masonic character. The history of the
trials, where free-masons put at defiance the er of the law; where witnesses to
answer after beli:ﬁ sworn, and triumphed in the success of their obstinacy; that history hes
never been published in the public papers, except by those which are anti-masonic. Ought not
such facts to arouse our citizens? t means must be found to make the facts known; and
when known, the facts alone would demonstrate the importance of this enquiry.

Mr. Topp, of Pennsylvania, said that he had not called for the reasons in favour of this
resolution from any hostility to it. He had thought that tperhaps the object was embraced in
the duties of another committee. He was decidedly in favour of the inquiry, which he con-
sidered a very important one. 'The first information that he had received in relation to Morgan
was, that he was In Canada attending a bar ; then that he wag at Sm wearing the turban,
and afterwards that he was among our Indians, wearing the breech-cloth ; and next that he
was on shipboard. This was the kind of information which we received, and all that we could

t. This circumstance more than any other induced him to take a stand. 'When he came to
ﬂ.m the real truth, it was that which changed his 3pinion of masonry. He considered that
the rights and liberties of his fellow-citizens were in danger ; and he was for inquiring into the
state of the gublic with a view to the adoption of measures for their protection.

He thought, if the public press was so completely under control, that an individual could be
taken away, transported one hundred and fifty miles, and then murdered, without a possibility
of the public arriving at the facts, it was time for the peoili:t?be up; and if there was now &
resolution which would reach this subject, he would give his right hand in favour of it.

Mz. RuaeLes could not suppress his feelings on this subject. The kmﬁ;Of France had fallen
a victim to his efforts to muzz!e the press. And should the free sons of liberty attempt to do
what kings had failed to do? A faction in New-York had tried to muzzle the This
was a mortifying fact. Pennsylvania had sympathized with us on the occasion: and the reso-
lution ought to be adopted. . .

MRg. Pueves rejoiced that the resolution had been thus introduced. He hoped it would be
ag;eed to, without waiting for the committee, of which he was chairman, to bring forward the
subject.

R. BoILEAU, of Pennsylvania, said that he approved the sentiments expressed by the gen-
tleman who had addressed the chair, but he disaep;zved the manner which had been adopted
in shewing the approbation of the convention. t manner was too light. It was too.the-
atrical ; too much like the ?mctice of the British parliament in applauding their speakers b

ing out, hear, hear, hear! If we indulge in this clapping of our hands when we apptovu{

we might begin to hiss what we disliked. . .

The Presipent reminded the gentleman, that this was not the question before the con-
vention.

Mg. Cooxe, of New-York, said it had been his fortune to be located within seven miles of the

'(;Eround alluded to; that there was a newspaper published in the village where he resi-
d ted by a royal arch mason, and another printed in the same county, also edited by a

royal arch mason. It would be recollected that the abduction took place in the month of
Sestember, and a.lt.hoﬂ the man was carried within four rods of the place where he slept ;
and though he had at that time as many facilities for learning such facts as uné‘other person,
happening at that time to be postmaster, yet from all the papers that came to office, with
the exception of Miller’s from Batavia, there was not an intimation of this event. It was not
known at Lewiston by the uninitiated, that he had passed through that d;lrlnce, till the Decem-
ber following. The editor oz the 'faper printed at Lewiston visited the ine, and did
then examine the interior of the building, to see if the martyr had left any marks, by
which it could be known that he had been confined in that building. .

It was not, then, for want of information that these facts were withheld. ‘The editor of the
Lockport paper was alsoa royal arch mason. He went to Niagara to en}mre about getting
a place to deposit Morgan. It was not for want of information that he did not publish the
facts. These are not facts resting upon my own assertion, but they are recorded.

As my friend on the opposite side of the house hmii}l:;t. o , there has been a total de-
parture from the usages of this country, as it regards this question. We often, nay daily, sea
achapter of accidents—that a stage has turned over, that a gentleman’s collar-bone was broken.
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a lady injured—that & vessel has ‘been capsized and so many drowned. All these things are
arranged for the public eye, but to what paper will you refer to find the facts in relation to
‘William Morgan—or to ascertain whether there was ever such a man; or, that such a man
was ever abducted. It is only to those papers which have grown up since that catastrophe—
it is to them we are indebted.

‘When the legal investigations were commenced, it was sup that a channel was opened
through which the facts might be made known ; but this channel, too, was a.lu)ﬁzther obstructed,
and the affidavits eould not reach the public eye. 'We have found, and still find, that nothing
more is necessaz to raise feelings of indignation, than simply to inform the public mind, by
communicating the facts. When thisis done, every man is in the same way of tl‘:)inking—except
those who may have submitted to the :Jﬁmd.mg ceremonies of free-masonry. ‘Wherever you
extend a knowledge of the facts, it is cient to produce conviction.

M-r. SEwarp, of New-York, made several remarks, the minutes of which, it is perceived
with regret, have not been preserved. He said that the abduction and murder of Morgan were
not the acts of a few misguided men. It had been participated in, or approved by, at least
one hundred masons. Morgan had fallen a martyr to the liberty of the press. In relation to
the obligation of masonry, he said that one question was, whether one hundred thousand citi-
zens of the United States had taken an oath which would prevent them from bein%im
jurors. When was theresuch a question to call forth the energies of a free press here
was there an editor who would dare to tell this truth? Be it true or false, it ought to be
made known. B

MR. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, was not dimowd to occupy much of the time of the con-
vention, but he would take occasion now, to allude to the influence of masonic obligations,
and masonic influence upon the It is known to some of the citizens of these United
States,—a portion, and a large ion of our freemen have heard it rumoured,—that there does
exist in their midst, an institution whose secrets are operating upon the welfare of the com-
munity, in plotting those things which are not consistent with the liberty of these States.
Those freemen have delegated a F1:ox1.ion of their citizens under the protection of the law, to
meet in solemn council, for the high purpose of investigating, whether, in this free land, there
do really exist secret treasons ;—whether, as they have been induced to believe, there do exist
secret combinations of men, whose constitution, comprised in their caths, is inconsistent with

rmanent and rational liberty. It was known that these men thus delegated were to meet
in the city of Philadelphia to make this important investigation. It isimportant to those who
are accused ; it is important to the mzmtf millions of freemen, who are told that such institu-
tions do exist, that a fair, and full, and open inqui.?' be had in the face of day—that the
inquiry should come to the ear of a fair and impartia a_}udge—tao the people, that they may
investigate the truth for themselves. And if there be falsehood, if no such institutions exist,
if those who have made the allegation before the tribunal of the public, have attempted to im-

falsehood for truth, and perjury for honest testimony, it is necessary that it should be

own in order that the accused may be exculpated, and that infamy may cover those, who,

have thus improperly agitated the public mind. * If true, it is right that this great community
should know it, and guard :Ea.inst the evil.

Look at the operation of the press—and I ask you, every man who hears me, what propor-
tion of the people of these United States, know that such a convention has this day assembled?
‘There is scarcely a man in the south who knows it, for the papers have never mentioned it. I
will venture to affirm, that not one fourth part of the citizens of this intelligent city,—in which
this convention was to assemble,—not one fourth of the citizens of this place, even to the
present moment, know that you were to meet here, or that you are now in session.

Look at the public papers in the city of Philadelpfﬁa—-&nd many are printed and circu-
lated ; for it is a city of intelligence, and their papers are conducted with ability, spirit and
power ; and if there were not an influence &perat.ing, igher than human curiosity, and higher
than is known to the laws of our land, would they not have given a knowledge of the facts,
of such a convention being about to assemble, especially when such charges are alleged

inst respectable men, high in power. And why 1zit so? Look at the daily papers of
aity, and where will you find one that ha: announced the simple fact—I make one honourable
exception ; for I do know that the fact was announced by one paper in this city, not claiming
to be anti-masonic.

But, sir, I ask, when, in a populous city, embracing hundreds of thousands of souls—when
did such a convention ever meet, to deliberate for a nation’s safety, that the public journals,
seeking the promotion of their own interests, did not give their proceedings from dag to day,
and inform the public, whether they are proceeding right or wrong; and if irect the
attention of the community to them, and fix the gaze of the public upon them. With one
honourable exception—except in the case of a paper established upon anti-masonic grounds,
there is not one, of the whole of this worthy corps, that appears to ﬂ‘l)low that you exist ;—not
one that has the desire or curiosity to see you, or a wish, that those whom he is to enlighten,
should know whether this body are entitled to respect and credit, for the important disclosures
which they are about to make. But we profess to have in hand matter, whether true or false,
wh:;h the public are entitled to know. And yet the papers which surround you are as silent
a8 the grave.

‘These arg facts, to show, that at least this discussion is not improper ; that at least a dise
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tion which we deem dangerous, I know that the public presses on the other side, now and
then, instead of giving the facts, brand the efforts of anti-masonry with infamy. And I am
sorry to say, that this practice is not confined to members of the fraternity who govern the
ress. I recollect, and lately witnessed it, in an address delivered before a masonic assemblage
n the western gart of this'state, and now published in the masonic pa%ers where a learned
judge descended from his high station, to make a charge upon those who Lad favoured the
anti-masonic cause, in words like these, “ They pretend that the secrets of free-masonry are
before the community, but for themselves they are entitled to no credit, for it is the fashion
of the day in the party to which they belong, to be associated with infamy, and they deserve
not to be publicly creflited.” This reminds me of another learned judge, from the same city,
who upon a late occasion declined to stand as a candidate for Congress. He used lan
not less disrespectful. If any thing is calculated to cast discredit upon the fraternity, not a
word of it is found in their papers. Iknow the cause; the reasonshave been given why they
muzzle the press. They are, that charges are made against the whole fraternity, for holding
principles, which sanction the execution of William Morgan. But let the feOple say whether
in fact they do not sanction such principles. Till the masonic fraternity do disapprove of the
act, and pronounce it unmasonic conduct; till they inflict masonic punis{ment on the malefac-
tors, it is right that the imputation should be repeated before the people. And I hope that all
the people will hear, and, more and more hear, that melancholy tragedy recited, till it awake
them to examination. Iam unwilling to injure the feelings of masons in any part of the
country, but while they sanction that act, I would ‘Elace before them the ghost of that mur-
dered martyr, in his bloody garments, though it should sear their eye-balls,

The resolution was adopted.

On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY, .

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report to this convention what judicial evidence
eXists as to the disclosures relative to the masonic obligations.

An official list of the members, of their address, and boarding-houses, was ordered.

‘The convention then adjourned till nine o’clock to-morrow morning, -

Tuesday, Sept. 14.

At nine o’clock this morning, the convention re-assembled at the saloon of the Musical Fund
Society. Prayer l{y the Rev. Mr. Goffe, of Massachusetts.

Mg. Cragg, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the resolution on the subject was
referred, reported that it was not expedient to admit other persons than members to take
seats in the convention for the purpose of participating in debate or voting; but that it was
expedient to admit them to seats as honorary members. At the suggestion of Mr. STevENS,
of 'Pennsylvania, and other gentlemen, the report was amended so as to Kermi'. all honorary
members to participate in debate, and honorary members from states not here represented, to
vote as well as debate. )

With these amendments, MR, DExTER, of Michigan, opposed the resolution, and urged the
adoption of the original report. M. TERRY, of Connecticut, expressed his sentiments in fa-
vour of allowing all honorary members to participate in debate, but not to vote. Mg. WaLEKER,
of Massachusetts, insisted upon the propriety of admitting the honorary members from states
not represented, to the privilege of voting.. Mgr. RucaLes, of Massachusetts, considered it
improper for the convention to take upon itself the power of appointing delegates for the
itates not rg‘?resented in it, and thought it wrong to admit honorary members at all. Mkr.
Srape, of Verment, was opposed to the admission of honorary members from the states
represented in the convention. MR. WHITTLESEY, of New-York, said that this body had no

ight to add to or diminish the number of its members.
he resolution was then again amended so as to admit all honorary members merely to the
privilege of participating in debate. .

MBg. STEVENS said, that he should vote for the resolution as amended. This convention had
come here without any specific powers ; and it was not without a precedent in the admission
of honorary members.” The first anti-masonic convention in Pennsylvania had admitted an
eloquent and learned gentleman from New-York [Mr. Whittlesey] to a seat, and had invited
him to participate in its'debates and deliberations. This he had done to the great advantage
of the cause. Here was an illustrious precedent. In the course of his observations, Mr. Ste-
VENS expressed the opinion that there was no danger, b%'[‘the admission of honorary members,
of any mason attempting to take a seat among them. 'The fraternity consisted prmclpalli of
honourable men, taken apart from their masonic mysteries, ties, and obligations ; and he had
no aﬁprehension that any evil could result from the adoption of the resolution. .

The resolution was accordingly agreed to.

Mg. LinpLEY, from North Carolina, was admitted as an honorary member.

M-r. PLiNY Mnnmcx, of Massachusetts, and MR. CHARLES STARR, of New-York, appeared
and took their seats, making the whole number of the convention 105.

Mg, WarTTLESEY, of New-York, from the committee appointed to report a succingt and
hn‘éd account of the abduction and murder of Captain William Morgan, and of fhe conduct
and measures adopted by the fraternity, jointly and severally, to prevent the conviction of
their more prominent fellow masons concerned in that abduction and murder, submitted a d

eussion of this kind is almost the only means of communicating the facts r:ﬁudi an institu-
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tailed on each branch of the inquiry, which occupied about an hour in reading. [See it
among the published reports.]

‘When the reading of the report was concluded, Mz. Szwarp, of New-York, rose, and said,
that it was an exceedingly Interesting document; and as it would be some time before it
would be printed for the use of the members, and, as observed yesterday, the newspaper press
was muzzled, he would move that it be laid on the table for a day or two. It might be read

- by any memf;er; and, if any pr:é)osiuon should grow out of it, it might be discussed. He
expressed his high sense of the ability and patience which the committee had exhibited in the
preparation of the report. .

Mg. Cooxk, of New-York, addressed the chair in '::ipan of the report. [The importance
and variety of the matter introduced by Mr. Cooke, make the Committee unwilling to publish
his remarks from the imperfect notes they possess. In order to give time to receive his correc~
tions, from a distance of 500 miles, his speech must necessarily be postponed, and will appear
at the end of the debates.] .

Mke. MErrick, from Massachusetts, was in favour of the acceptance of the report. I consider
it, said he, an able and satisfactory exposition of the whole transaction, commencing with
the conspiracy, going through with the abduction, and concluding with the efforts made to
punish the actors in that conspiracy. The facts which are stated there I believe to be true—
the evidence that the public have been put in possession of, is sufficient to satisfy any reason-
able mind that they are so. The statements which have been made just now, by the gentleman
from New-York, (Mr. Cooke,) are entiﬂetzﬁm my judgment, to equal confidence. The facts
Rve _been submitted to the alembic of the committee, and the subject has had ample justice

ne it. ,

It is right and proper, that acts like those which terminated the life of a fellow-citizen should
be well understood by the whole community ; that the transaction should be minutely detailed.
It has’b:g.n done. 'This report should be spread before the community. It should be read and
examin

I deem, sir, that when we have embodied these facts—that when this convention are satis-
fied that the facts in that report are true, they have done all that is necessary upon that point.
Sir, the convention may then be better occupied than in going again into further details upon
this subject. Let us recollect that, unpardonable and intolerable as the abduction and death of
Morgan still they are not anti-masonry. That event lies not at the foundation of this
?uestion.ueft was an event, in the course of Providence, which brought men to think and act.

n the progress of things, it has enabled many individuals to cast from them the shackles of &
monstrous imposition. They have cast them off; and in resolving to do so, there are princi-
les of high moment involved, upon which this whole people are to act. Let us then
yond that.transaction in the western part of the state of New-York, and act upon principles
which are to give cohesion to the anti-masonic party—not cohesion merely, but triumph.

‘We are not assembled to try the malefactors of the state of New-York ; that matter belongs
to her tribunals ; and if, from the obstructions thrown in their way, they have been unable to
accqmplish it, our efforts, however high or earnest, cannot produce the effect. Enough has
been already done in the way of discussion and reports here, regarding the foul acts of the con-
spirators of New-York, which terminated in the death of that martyr. A long, as well as sad
requiem has been chanted to his memory. Let it pass from this convention to the people, to be
kegg uf by them as they see fit.

ir, I have said all that I wished tosay; I wished merely to throw out an admonition, not to

the cons?imc in New-York as the basis of anti-masonry, or as developing its principles.

‘They are to be found by an investigation of the very character of the institution itself. And

thotﬁhl question not, that in the west, along the borders of its lakes, there have been deeds dons

which should not be named except in the pit of darkness, yet it is for us, to travel far beyond

them—to enter at once gpon the principles of our future action. 'We should regard the past, sir,
but as the origin of the efforts which we are now to make. .

Mg. MaynaRD, of New-York, moved tolay the report t:ipon the table. He, too, complimented .
the ability with which it wasdrawn up. 'The facts stated in it were, he was satisfied, all trus ;
but it was desirable to ascertain whether they were all such as ought at present to be laid before
the public. To t‘Eve a little time for reflection, he was desirous that the report should be
laid upon the table: which was accordingly ordered.

Mgz. Warb, of New-York, from the committes apﬁoinwd to ascertain when, where, and
for what purgose ﬁ-ee.masonr&was first instituted ; where it has flourished most, and what
is the probable number of the fraternity in each country where it exists, made a report.
['ll‘)}lus will be found among the reports‘in this volume.]~ This report was laid upon the
table.

The convention adjourned to meet again at 4 o’clock, at which time they reassembled.

Mr. CurTenius, of New-Yerk, withdrew a_resolution offered by him on a %rewdmg day,
relative to the nomination of candidates for President and Vice-President of the United

MR. WaITTLESEY, of New-York, renewed the resolution of Mr. Curtenius. .

Mr. Paevps, of Massachusetts said he was in favour of the resolution. A strong feeling
seemed to exist on this subject. He hoped that a committee would be appointed to consider

this subject, and %ve the reasons for or against a nomination. .

Mg. Jones, of Penusylvania, said he hoped that no such resolution would pass. He be-
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lieved that at this time no such committee should be appointed. The time had not yet come.
Our southern and western brethren were not yet with us. 'We were not Xet. the representa-~
tives of the majority of the States. The people had not instructed us, and did not expect us
to act on this subject. When the people wanted a nomination, they would elect delegates for
this express purpose.

Mg. SEwarp, of New-York, said he was one of those who would be pleased to have anti-
masonic candidates for the Presidency. He should also be pleased to have such candidates
succeed ; but he likewise thought that prudence, was necessary. He believed that it was not

dient now to make the nomination. The termination of the state elections might alter ma-
terially the aspect of affairs.

Mg. CurTENIUS, of New-York, said he was in possession of one fact which was sufficient
to convince every mind, that anti-masons should have candidates of their own at a proper
time. He held in his hand a paper containing evidence relative to the election of a late can-
didate. _This evidence is from a mason living in the state of New-Hamrhire, and it is this:
—¢ That masons had come to a determination that no man but one who had taken the higher
deﬁees of masonry should ever again be President of these United States.”

R. IrwiN, of Pennsylvania, offered an amendment, that there be an immediate nomina-
tion. This amendment was lost without debate.

M-g. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Sir, I think it my dut{ to give my reasons why I think
the resolution ought to prevail. I know that upon this subject a very deep interest is felt by
most people of the state of Pennsylvania ; and I think it all-important, that an inquiry of this
kind should be entered into.

- In my humble opinion, if we now separate, without taking some means to express our views
upon this subject, we have not only met in vain, but worse than in vain. ' It will give a blow
to the spirit of anti-masonry, and a stamp to the whole cause, which you will not easily repair.

It is known to many, and I aver, that, though I believe masonry to be injurious to the cause
of religion, it is also made to operate with more peculiar force upon our political institutions
and we have therefore a right to submit the sn:)gegt. to the people, for their direction.
gow h‘i)sf but one way that they can fairly express their sentiments, and that is, by the elective

nchise.

If we take this course, I know it will be said that this is a political convention. This will
be the clamour of our opponents ; but I regard their clamour as I would regard the idle winds.
‘We are to be §ovemed by what we believe to be the will of our constituents. We should
take counsel of our friends, and not of those who are arrayed in hostility against us.

Now, although this corivention is not strictly for political purposes alone, yet, in my humble
estimation, there is no way by which you can make the masonic fraternity feel and tremble,
except through the medium of the elections. If we come here for the purpose of discussing
and developing freemasonry, without taking some effective measures to enforce upon that in-
stitution the results of our examinatians, we shall place ourselves in a situation to merit the
contempt of the public,

Now, this resolution is simply to inquire, whether it is expedient to proceed to the nomina-
tion, &c. ; and it was hardly expected that this would be met at the very threshhold in this
way. And I ask, how are you to disseminate anti-masonry, except through some such com-
monmedium? Iadmit you may extend it slowly—some remote brethren may pick up a stray
newspaper occasionally, in which there may be some vague hints upon the subject; but few,
very few, of all our citizens would know, for years, that such a question has been here Egm-
ted; for the press is muzzled ; it is closed. But nominate a candidate for President, and call

i t.h;il anti-masonic candidate, and it is a question which will interest every man, from north
to south. .

Even those high dignitaries, kings, and princes, and royal companions, in this country, will
then find it inhclugmbent on them ?gs’meet. {)he opposition ; to sustain their institution, or fall
before the march of their opposers. :

Our citizens at the west, knowing that there are two great presidential candidates before the

ple, will enlist themselves under the banners of one or the other of the two candidates.
g?t if you reject the resolution now before you, you shut out all inquiry as to the propriety of
a nomination at all; and the people of the United States will say, *the Anti-Masonic Con-
vention have virtually decided, that they have not the right to interfere with that nomination ;"
and what would be the effect of such a.course ?

On the other hand, if the nomination be made, all the people who are not now anti-masons,
would no longer have any inducement to susls)end their decision ; for they will espouse the
cause of one or the other; their feelings will become warmed and interested on one or the
other side. But if at some future time you attempt to introduce anti-masonry, the opposite
party will say, that the feelings of the people are pre-engaged, and the progress of anti-ma-
sonry will stop till the next contest has gone by. In my estimation it is important that a
committee should report upon the subject. . . B

If we hold to the idea, that no nomination is to be made, and that we are carrying on anti-
masonry for the furtherance of a mere state contest, and that there is no higher object here
or in any other part of the sfovemment, we have not only done nothing, but far worse than

nothing—for we shall have shewn, that we do not intend to eradicate the evil, but to punish
the sins of it in certain states, and upon certain individuals,
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: masonry to antiquity are false ; nevertheless, I shall take the liberty to
- remarks upnn the subject to which it relates.
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All who embark in this cause, should consider that free-masonry contains principles which
unfit any man to fulfil the high trusts of the government. On that principle we should act
throughout. I am in favour of the resolution. L

MRr. HovLLey, of New-York, agreed that at a proper time it would be necessary to hava
candidates. .

Mag. DexTER, of Michigan, said that it was not necessary at this time to discuss the pro-
prietg‘of & nomination; but merely for that of appointing of a committee to inquire into the
expediency. . .

n mou):m of Mr. Hopkixs, of New-York, the resolution was so amended that the com-
mittee should consist of one member from each state and territory here represented.

The resolution, in that shape, was then adopted.

Mg. Hoekins, of New-York, to whom the subject was referred, made a report on the true
nature of masonic oaths and obligations.

The report was laid on the table, and the convention adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-
morrow morning.

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 1830.

‘The convention met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. THACHER, from the committee on the subject, made a report upon the nature and spirit
of anti-masonry, the means resorted to by free-masons to suppress inquiry, &c., which, on
motion, was ordered to lie upon the table.

" MR. OLIVER, from the committee on that subject, made a report upon the preténsions of
free-masonry, and how far they are supported by facts.

MRr. SweET, of New-York, moved, that the report be adopted; insupport of which he ad-
dressed the convention. .

Mg. President,—The report under consideration clearly shows, that t}:&mtensions of free-

e a few additional

I did not rise with a view of occupying the attention of this convention any considerable por-
tion of time, and rather than go be{ond the limits within which prudence and brevity should
confine the members of this body, I will only notice one of the many writers, who show how
the order can ¢ ensconce’ its head in the region beyond the clouds.

SaLem TowNE says, in substance, ¢ that in evea% country where human beings have had their
residence, free-masonry has existed, and preserved the approptiate name of God, Jehovah,while the
uninitiated were sunk in heathenism ; that the wise nren of the East were tﬁuided to the place
where lay an infant Saviour, at Bet.hleixem, by means of masonic light ; and that no period short
of a vast et,ernig'l can fully display its moral beauties and unsearchable riches.” Sir, this is the
manner in which a most approved author expresses to the public his sentiments in relation to
the origin and utility of the institution. :

This theology, which is limited, like the ancient n religions, to a few of the noble and
learned who may be initiated into its mysteries, and which carries none of its consolations to a
majority of rational creatures, is recommended by a host of those upon whom the highest ho-
nours within the gift of the fraternity have been conferred. Among the most prominent of
this royal number, is the name of the late Honourable and Most Excellent Companion De Witt
Clinton, General Grand High Priest of the General Grand Chapter of the United States of
America, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the state of New-York, &ec. &c.

This fprivileged aristocracy, which, while it confers titles as numerous and high-sounding as
those of the Celestial Emperor of China, or the Grand Lama of Tibet, upon the * elect perfect
and sublime princes of the royal secret,” calls free citizens to bow to the assumed supremacy of
its authority, is irreconcileable with the doctrine of equal rights, which we regard as the pﬁa
dium of our freedom.

Sir, what are the scenes which occur in every chapter of royal arch masons? In addition to
the incongruities of the ceremonies, to which other gentlemen during our sittings have referred,
there is another which serves to illustrate the position assumed by the committee upon whose
report we are about to act.

en a box, which masonically is the ark of the covenant, is introduced, the high priest
takes out of it a book, which, after seriously consulting with the king and scribe, he pronounces
to be the book of the law ; and he then informs the companions that they here see that the
world is indebted to free-masonry, and not to the church, as some of the stupid and profane have

. imagined, for the preservation of that sacred volume.

e high priest, in the plenitude of his wjsdom, also affords the companions the further
masonic information, that the ark which contains the bible, and other valuable articles and
Jjewels, was “deposited 3000 years ago by our three ancient grand masters for the good of
masonry.” Sir, is it ible that in this enlightened19th century, intelligent men can be sincere
in the g;lief, either that this is not an imposture, or that free-masonry conducts her votaries to
life eternal in the heavens?

‘What but the impression that masonry is paramount to the religion of our cowntry, could
have influenced the Most Worshipful Deputy Grand Master and Grand Master, pro tem.,
of a western state, solemuly to declare, * That he would not give masonry for a seat with Ga-
briel at the right hand of God’s Throne ! ! !

It appears to me, sir, that that insatiate curiosity which lost our first parents their primeval
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innorence and 't.ho:ﬂ'oys of paradise, and through disobedience to the Divine command involved
their posterity in the curse of moral death, was of‘the same spirit with that which has in our own
time sent thousandsin search after that ‘ supreme and divine knowledge,’ which the profane votaries
of ﬁ'eo-maaom.y impiously assert was communicated by the Almighty Creator to Adam as the
last best gift of heaven. They assert that its pure an sublimc:a?nncxples, uncontrolled by pre-~
judice or time, have been sacredly preserved, inviolably concealed, and mysteriously handed
down for ages, through faithful and appointed agents, to king Solomon, Hiram, king ‘of Tyre,
and Hiram Abiff, when masonry shone forth in all its glory, at the building of the holy temple,
under these three sublime and most illustrious grand masters, from whose reign down to the
present time the order falsely pretend to trace its gradual diffusion among the nations of the
earth. Horrible profanation ! grossimposture! and most contemptible delusion !

Sir, we mock at the astonishing traditions and false assumptions of free-masonry to divine origin
and perfectibility, upon the same principles that the 1}\)mphet. Elijah mocked at the absurd notions
and idolatrous rites of Baal’s false prophets. That the mysteries of speculative free-masonry ex-
isted in embryo some time before it assumed its present shape and constitution is not denied ; but
the evidence exhibited in the report submitted 3 my colleague from New-York (Mr. Warp
settles the question, that the institution which professes to have its origin in and from
sprung up in London, on the 24th June, in the year 1717. The President of Andover Semi-
nary, in reply to the Suffolk committee, says, * that there are no traces of the history of free-
masonry in ancient times to be found in any of the Asiatic or Eurogeun languages. Had it
been in existence, as its votaries éaretend, at Jerusalem, it would gradually have made its way
through Egypt, Greece, Rome, Spain, Germany, and Britain ; but that such was not the fact
we have, in the absence of other positive proof than that which is derived from masonic asser-
tions, the strongest negative testimonK.”

None of the ancient historians, whose works have come down to modern times, make the
slightest allusion to free-masonry. Josephus, the learned historian of the Jews, is wholly silent
respecting any such order. So are Tacitus and Herodotus. The Sacred Scriptures make no
mention of it; and we pronounce its pretensions to antiquity and religion to be illusory and

terous. -
P otwithsunding this society has existed only 120 years, the Book of Constitutions, of which
James Anderson, D. D. is the author, published under the sanction of the mother of I and its

d officers, represents free-masonry as the work of the Almighty Architect, and that, under

e Girand Master of the universe, Enoch erected two ]{)il]m and that Most Worshipful Brother
Noabh, to preserve true and comglete masonry through the flood, held a grand lodge in the ark.

‘Were it not, sir, for our knowledge of the unholy oaths and horrid penalties with which free-
masons are bound together, and against the world, all these fables and traditions might pass,
exciting only a smile of derision or a feeling of contempt, without seriously alarming the patriot
to a sense of danger to the republic. The oaths are the very heart of the order, but the report
of the committee, (of which Mr. Hopxins, of New-York, was chairman,) on the invalidity of
masonic oaths, renders it unnecessary to Krolong my remarks.

In conclusion, I venture to say, that whenever a majority of the American people shall be
convinced, as we are, that these oaths are not legally or morally binding, the whole system,
which we have met here to abolish, will fall bukward}s' into the fomb of the Capulets, hopeless
of a future resurrection. .

R. BorLeav, of Pennsylvania: I did not expect to say a word to-day. I confess I rise
under peculiar embarrassment, not only for want of previous preparation, but also because I
address an enlightened audience, most of whom, I presume, are much better acquainted with
the subject under discussion, than I am myself; and I cannot flatter myself, that I shall be
able to suggest many new ideas on the subject. But I feel it a duty to myself, and to those
who sent me here, to avail myself of some opportunity publicly to express my sentiments.

It has been often said that man is a religious animal. We find throughout the world, that
there is scarcely any people, however savage, who have not some form of religion. It may be
said, perhaps, with equal truth, that man is a superstitious animal. And although superstition
is most prevalent among the rude, ignorant, and illiterate, yet the most learned and enlighten-
ed, are not entirely exempt from it. The Greeks, and the Romans, in the most enlightened
periods of their history, are strongly marked wi superstition, Even the polite, the
polished, the learned citizens of Anqiens, were chargeﬁrz:isth it by the apostle Paul. - He said,
when he stood in the midst of Mars’ Hill, % Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye
are too superstitious. I found an altar with this inscription, ¢ To THE UNxNowN Gop.'”
‘When the light of the gospel spread throughout the heathen world, their altars and their gods
were prostrated in the dust. But superstition, in a ?eat degree, survived the ruins, and still
pervades, in a greater or less degree, all the nations of the world. America itself is not an ex-
eeﬁion to this remark. Indeed we are all more or less prone to pay respect and veneration to
what is covered with the veil of darkness and mystery. The masons themselves appear to
have availed themselves of this feature of the human mind. They conceal their rites, their
ceremonies, and i under the veil of secrecy, mystery, and midnight darkness.
‘They watch their temples with the strictest care. Their doors are guarded by their tylers with
their drawn swords. _ When the foot of a stranger approaches, he is arrested in his progress,
and his ears saluted with, *Procul—procul—este profani.” Keep at a distance from this sa-
<ced place, the ground is holy, pollute it not wci*th unhallowed feet. We are struck with awe,
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and feel a superstitious reverence for the place. But the day of delusion 1 trust is past. The
veil is rent asunder ; the doors of the sanctum sanctorum are thrown open. And what do we
behold 7 A whited sepulchre, indeed ! filled with pollution, rottenness, and dead men’s bomes.
8ir, I had the curiosity last evenini to see a seceding bright mason exhibit the ceremonies of
creating knights templar and of Malta. My risible faculties were at first excited by the
ridiculous ceremonies ; but when I saw ‘the altar, the Bible Oﬁn upon it, the coffin, the skull
and thigh bones upon it, the blindfolded candidate kneeling before it, taking the most awful
oath, and drinking wine out of the human skull, I shuddered at the view,

Sir, I say the veil of the temple is now rent ; and the doors of what they profanely call the
holy of holies, are thrown open wide. Morgan, like him of old, has seized the Jachin and the
Boaz, the pillars of the mystic temple, and it is fallen into ruins. His body, indeed, like that
of Sampson, has been crushed in the fall, and buried in its ruins, but his soul has escaped un-
hurt—it has ascended. His memory will desérve a niche in the temple of Fame, not less
conspicuous than that of the patriots and heroes of the American revolution ; and his name will
live in thg recollection of every friend to liberty and religion,

“ Till Time, like him of Gaza, in his wrath,
Plucking the pillars that support the world,
In Nature’s ample ruins lies entombed,
And midnight, universal midnight reigns.”

Mr. President : When any man, or society of men, demand from us the komage of our high
respect and veneration, it behooves them to exhibit and substantiate their claims ; and it is our
privilege, and our duty, to examine their pretensions before we accede to their demand. The
subject now under discussion, is “The pretensions free-masons make upon which they found
their claim to our high respect and consideration, and inquiry into facts in su; of their
claims,” Here masons avail themselves of that feature of the human mind to which we have
alluded—superstition. They say their institution is of divine origin; that it came from hea-
ven. If this claim be well founded, we are bound to respect and venerate it. I confess myself
an infidel on this subject. I believeLﬂ:st as fully that the images of Jupiter, or Diana, descend-
ed from heaven. I acknowledge that they are not without some ‘:resumptive proof of their
institution coming from heaven. Satan, the great t:ﬁoswte, probably formed a grand lodge in
heaven, and drew into it a considerable portion of the heavenly host. In that lodge, treason
'was hatched. The design was formed to hurl the Almighty from his throne, and overthrow
his government. But they could not conceal the design from the all-seeing eye. The traitors
were banished and hurled over the battlements of heaven, down, down to the bottomless pit.
But by the inscrutable decree of the Almighty, the gates of hell were not so barred as ulti-
mately to prevent his escape. He did break out, and winged his way through the empire of
Night and Chaos, and aligfaed upon this our globe. He explored it; he found out the resi-
dence of out first parents. The garden of Eden was walled in, and the gate was closed. But
he, “ with one slight bound oerleaped all bounds.” And where did one of the guardian angels
first find him ?

“Squat like a toand—close at the ear of Eve,
Assaying, by his devilish art, to reach
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge
Illusions as he list—phantasms and dreams.”

The wily serpent assailed her upon the only points, perhaps, she was assailable—her fancy,
her curio:il);;, h:l:embitim. He dg:oyed her’;.opghe forbidden tree. ¢ She saw that them,u;e
was good for food,” and that “ it was pleasant to the eye,” and a tree to be desired to make one
wisE. He informed her that he had eaten of the fruit, and she could see the astonishing and
happ‘y effect it had upon him; how he was elevated as to figure and intellect over his species,
Her fancy was pleased, her curiosily was excited, and abavegll her ambition to become wise
as gods, and to have more light.  She presumptuously stretched forth her hand “in evil
hour.” She plucked—she eat *the fruit o,/P that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste ht death
into the world, and all ourwoe.” She also gave to Adam * that fair enticing fruit.” eeat:—

¢ Earth felt the wound, and nature from her seat,
Sighmafl through all her works, gave signs of woe
‘That all was lost.”

And what was the light they discovered? They beheld that they were naked. They had
lost their primitive innocence. " They twere disrobed of their original righteousness. They had
lost the moral image of their God. ’lyhey had no :paalgied lambskin aprons to cover their naked-
ness. They were compelled to sew fig leaves together to cover their nakedness. The apron
is the first badge of masonry; and the entered apprentice is told it-is the *emblem of inne-
cence.” No—it was the fruit of guilt. And the mason, when he looks upon his apron, instead .
of being proud, ought to feel humbled, and to recollect that it is the emblem of guilt, and calls
to his mind the awful fall of man. '

There is another presumptive proof of the origin of masonry—the very striking analogy be

. |
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tween the conduct of Satan in seducing our first parents, and the conduct of free-masons now in
seducing men into their institution. They present temptations to the human mind, exactly .
suited to the various tempers and dispositions of men of all conditions. ’

To the young, the giddy, and the vain, they catch their fancy by the splendid exhibitions

. t.l;:x make of their finery and their frippery. Their spangled aprens, their ribbons, their
sashes, with colours as various as the rainbow, their mitres, their jewels, and their crowns.

To ingenuous minds, ardent in the pursuit of knowle they tell them that lodges are
schools of scienceand of literature ; that there they will discover secrets in science ng where
else to be found, and will receive important aid in their laudable pursuits, which can be Sbtained
from no other source. They tell ministers of the gospel, that in their lodges they will obtain
information highly important to the-discharge of their ministerial duties. There they will find
a key to unlock the hidden mysteries of the gospel. 'To the ambitious for political preferment,
that they will furnish them with a ladder by which they can ascend to the highest posts of
honour, (and here perhaps they tell one truth ; and there are one and more in this convention
who have had this temptation presented to their view.) To the dissipated and the indolent,

e institution is represented as furnishing ¢ refreshments” eminently charitable ; if reduced to

‘ﬁgvarty, they will be assisted ; if they should leave widows and children destitute, they will
suppor

A gmmg temptation is presented to unprincipled villains. If detected in their villany, the
confidently expect the shield of free-masonry will protect them from punishment. By suc!
means the institution enlists under its banners all descriptions of character. And all may be
useful to them. They have found in their lodges, characters so abandoned as to execute a
Morgan, in conformity to ancient usagesand laws of their institution. 'What says Brainard, one

- of their celebrated orators, on this subject? ¢ Free-masonry, it is ‘ﬁowerful, it comprises men
of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power, and out of power, and that in almost every place
where power is of any importance. And it comprises, among other classes of the community,
to the lowest, in large numbers, active men, united together, and capable of being directed by i
efforts of athers, so as to have the force of concert throughout the civilized world,” .

‘With temptations so various, nets, snares, and gins, spread so wide, it is no marvel that such
numbers have been caught in their toils. And in feo, to0 many instances, have they been as
fatally deluded as our first parents. , )

Mr. President: I presume free-masons will not be willing to admit that speculative maso;
came from heaven, according to the views I have taken of it. Iask them, then, to exhibit
their proof of its-divine origin. In examining Morgan’s illustration of it, and Bernard’s Light
on Masonry, I cannot discern a single feature or lineement of divinity marked upon it. If the
revelations made by them are not true, then no reliance can be put in human testimony—it has
been corroborated by hundreds, not to say thousands, of seceding masons; nay, more, free-
masons themselves have confirmed it ; they have repeated, again and again, that Morgan was
guilty of perjury, and that he deserved death. Consequently, what he revealed was true;
otherwise he could not be guilty of penjm;{. He did not swear that he would not tell or write
an untruth—but that heé would not. reveal the secrets of masonry. Admitting, then, that the
secrets of masonry have been fully revealed : let us look at the first act of opening a lodge and
introducing a candidate.. The lodge is opened by prayer. Here let me state, that some years
since a grand master of a lodge boarded in the same house with me, and endeavoured to enlist
me under the banners of free-masonry, and, besides other means, and in order to “ reach %he
organs of my fancy,” he took me into the lodge room and exhibited to me the furniture and
finery, whicz truly was elegant. Finally, he ascended the steps and took the grand master’s
chair behind the altar, an fut a high cap on his head, on which was written, in large i’lded
letters, “ Holiness to the Lord.” 1 was shocked at the profanity of this exhibition. I knew
him to be a man profane and lewd in his language, intemperate and debauched in his habits.
Yet such a character, and perhaps there are other grand masters equally immoral, opens lodges
with prayer—they call upon the infinitely holy Being—ask him for his blessing upon their unhal-
lowedp doings—plead his promise, “ That when two or three are met together in his name, that he

will be in the midst of them, and bless them.” Again, they &rofess to “ dedicate their lodge to

God, and hold it forth to the holy order of St. John,” &e. the;r not thus insult the majesty

of heaven? Would it not be more appropriate to dedicate it to “ Bacchus,” or some other fabled
heathen deity? The very first step the candidate takes when he enters the lodge, he treads
under foot the positive laws of God, who says, “ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy

God in vain” Christ says, ¢ Swear not at all.” He takes an unlawful oath—he forswears

himself; he puts his life in jeopardy for the most trifling cause, and he irreverently and insult-
ingly calls upon the Almighty to witness the presumptuous violation of his own laws. Isit
not an insult—is it not an approach to blasphemy, to say, that an institution which performs
such rites and ceremonies is of divine origin? Is it not an insult to Infinite Wisdom to say
that he is the author or institutor of such fooleries and mummeries as are exhibited in a lodge
room? They assume the names, the titles, and the attributes of God: Sovereign of sovereigns,

I am that I am, Prince of Mercy, and Prince of Peace. 'The grand master of the ceremoniés in
some instances personifies the Lamb of God, in opening the seven seals, the Great Jehovah be-
hind the burning bush, saying, “ I am the Lord thy God, the God of JAbraham, of Isaac, end of
Jacob.” Rabont, I l, and Jehovah, are profanely used as J)ass words, 1 select but a few
out of many instances in which the name of God is profaned and blasphemed in the performance
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of their ceremonies. 'The book of their revelations is before you and the world; and judge ye

upon what foundation they build their claim for the divinity of the free-mason institution.

Again, they pretend that their institution is the “handmaid to religion and a school of morality.”
Religion is a e term. They no doubt, however, mean to convey to us that it is the Chris-
tian religion. 3%here are various religions in our world. Christian, Jewish, Mahomedan, and a
§reat. many others unnecessary to enumerate. Hear what one of their lecturers says, in his

Masonic Guide”—James Hardie. ¢ The solemnity of our rites embraces all that part of reli-
ion from which morality is derived, calls our attention to the Great Architect of the universe,

e Creator of us all. In contemplating his wisdom, goodness, and power, the Mahometan
under one name, the Jew and Christian under another, can join in adoration, all agreeing in the

eat essential and universal principle of religion, the recognition and worship of a Deity, although

iffering in some minute points liar to each. 'When the lodge is closed, each departs un-
tainted by the other, the Jew to his synagogue, the Mahometan to his mosque, and the Christian
to his church, as fully impressed as ever with the divine origin and rectitude of his oton faith,
from the principles of which he has never for one moment deviated in thought, word, or deed.”
Free-masons have, indeed, copied after the plan of the grand impostor I\iahamet. T'o make
their institution palatable, they have incorgorated into their rites and ceremonies, Christian,
Jewish, Mahometan, and heathenrites; and probably, if they had it in their power would also
propagate their religion by the sword. They may with as much truth tell the Maltometan,
and the Jew, and the Pagan, that their institution is the handmaid of their religion, as the
Christian. But let us for a moment examine with what truth they can say, that the institution
of free-masonry is the handmaid to the Christian religion, and that it is a school of mordlity.
Religion and morality are inseparably connected ; there can be no true religion without morality,
and all true¢ genuine morality is bottomed on religion. The first oath they take when they
enter the lodge, they violate both the laws of religion and morality. Christ says, “ Swear not
at all.” Every oath taken is in fact profane swearing, because it is unauthorized. It outrages
religion and morality as much as the oath which Herod took ; it is not authorized, and not upon
a lawful occasion. They swear always to hail, and never to reveal any of the secrets they may
receive in a lodge; and that without any equivocation, mental reservation, or self-evasion of
mind. Thus they surrender their right of Yrivate judgment, they chain their consciences;
that monitor, that sentinel of moral action, placed in them by the great Author of their being.
However their reason and their consciences may convince them that it may be a duty they owe
to themselves, their country, or their God, to reveal some of the secrets communicated to them,
they cannot do it without breaking” their masonic oath, and exposing themselves to the awful
penalty incurred by it. The very first step, therefore, the{ take, they deviate from the path of
religion, morality, and virtue, and eve suﬁsequem step they take in acquiring a knowl
of the sublime mysteries of masonry, they stray farther and farther from the road of rectitude.
By the repetition of profane oaths their consciences become seared ; they lose all sense of reli-
gious and moral obligation, and are prepared for the commission of every species of crime. In
some cases they swear to keep all the secrets of their brethren, murder and treason not excepted;
nay, further, they swear, in taking one of the degrees, thrice illustrious knights of the cross,
“That I will look upon his (that is, & brother knight) enemies as my encmies, his friends as
my friends, and stand forth to mete out tender kindness or vengeance accordingly.” In taki
the same degree the candidate swears, ¢ Should he know a companion violate any essenti

rt of this obligation, that he will use his most decided endeavours, by the blessing of God, to

ring such person to the most strict and condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and 1]
of our ancient fraternity,” (that is, to put him to a most cruel death, thrust a spear in his left
side, as was thrust into the side of Christ,) “and this, by pointing him out to the world as an
unworthy vicious vagabond ; by opposing his interest ; by deranging his business; by trans-
ferring his character after him wherever he may go; by exposiné him to the contempt of the
whole fraternity and the world during his whole natural life.” Can we possibly conceive any
thing more directly at war with every principle of religion and morality ?

Again, manK of their rites and ceremonies are awfully profane and anti-christian. In taking
the Jegree of knight templar and Malta, after the candidate has taken the oath on his knees,
and his hands on the Holy Bible, he repeats the following obligation: ¢ This pure wine I now
take (in the upper part of a human skull) in testimony of my belief in the mortality of the
body and the immortality of the soul, and may this libation appear as a witness against me
both here and hereafter; and as the sins of the world were laid upon the head of the Saviour,
50 may all the sins committed by the person whose skull this was, be heaped upon my head,
in addition to my own, should I ever violate,” &c. This is called the sealed obligation. The
most _excellent prelate then reads that part of the Scripture which relates to the election of
Matthias to supply the place of Judas Iscariot. He walks round the room with the human
skull in one hand and a lighted candle in the other ; and these words are read, “ So let your
light shine before men,” &c. ; in other parts of the ceremonies, these words are read, My
soul is sorrowful even unto death. Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me.” Thus
the sacred Scriptures are profaned and burlesqued. “In taking the degree of knights of the holy
sepulchre, the seven candidates kneel at the foot of the altar, and the most excellent ptelate

es the bread, and says, “Brethren, eat ye all of this bread in love, that ye may learn to
support each other.” ﬁe then takes the cup, and says, “Drink ye all of this cup, to ratify the
vow that ye have made, and learn to sustain one another.”
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Thus we perceive that one of the most solemn and sacred ordinances of the Chmmn'rehg'im :
is ndxculed,ré)rofy.ned, and burlesqued. A farcical representation is given of the most solemn
events recorded in the Scriptures. The reading of them in connection with ridiculous rites and
<eremonies, is.calculated to destroy all veneration for the sacred volume. They show little
more respect to the Bible than was shown to it during the reign of infidelity in France, when
it was tied to the tail of an ass, driven through the streets of Paris, and burned. The most
fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion are rejected or ridiculed ; faith and repentance
are excluded ; the atonement and intercession of Christ are not named as at all necessary to
salvation ; on the contrary, the sorrows of Jdam, the blood of Jbel, the righteousness of ?cth'
and the covenant of Noah, are substituted in their place. The mason is taught that he must
“raise himselfby degrees, until he reaches heaven; that his attachment to the statutes and rules
of the order in the end will make him deserving of entering into the celestial Jerusalem.” And
as a knight of the cross, he swears, ¢ that he accepts of and for ever will consider the cross and
mark of this order as his only hope.”

To obtain the requisitions necessary to make a good mason, the candidate is thus ad-
dressed :— Behold, my dear brother, what you must fight against, and destroy, before you
can come to the knowledge of the true good and sovereign happiness! Behold this monster
which you must conquer—a serpent which we detest as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and
the vulgar under the name of Religion.”

Such are the teachings of the hand-maid of religion.

Mr. President: I think it impossible that any intelligent man can read attentively the oaths
and obligations, from the lowest to the highest degree of masonry, without being convinced that
they cannot be strictly obeyed without violating the principles of morality and religion—and
if they are not obeyed, the most awful penalties are incurred. If it be a school of morality,
theig teachers have been peculiarly unfortunate. I have been a long observer of the institution,
a.lt.hoxﬁl: I knew not its mysteries. I judged of it by the rule given by the great moral teacher,
judge the tree by its fruits. I never knew an instance of a_vicious character being reformed by

coming a free-mason. But I have known many melancholy instances of young men of fine
morals, fine talents, and excellent education, after joining a lodge to become depraved, and
some of them dying a most miserable death. A man of high standing and character, belonging,
and who still belongs, to the institution, told me that if a man was not a good man when he
entered a lodge, it would not make him so. From a careful examination of the subject, I am
led to the conclusion, that lodges are generall es of Satan, and schools of infidelity ;
that the wit and the wisdom of men and devils combined, could not devise a plan better
calculated todestroy all sense of moral and religious obligations. Their midnight meetings, their
drinking and their revelling, inevitably lead to vitiate their manners and their morals. . No
man becomes completely depraved at once. Depravation is a gradual work. The student of
the sublime mysteries of masonry is led on by the light of an ignis fatuus, step by step, until he
is ed ii:m t.h;‘ depth of ﬂgday, if not downrtlﬁht atheism. @ .

. President: Free-masons demand respect to their institution, on the ground of its bging a
benevolent and charitable institution. pec "

I have looked in vain for the evidence on which this claim is founded. It appears to me
calcylated, not to widen and expand benevolent affections, but to contract.and narrow them.
The charity and benevolence inculcated by the Gospel is to embrace the whole human family,
as is beautifully illustrated in the story of the Samaritan. The principles of masonry
circumscribe it, principall&, if not exclusively, to their own fraternity—and that, however
unworthy the objects of their charity are. I know of few, if any instances, even within the

le of their own institution, of any extraordinary acts of charity. I know of one instance at
east, of a person who had man‘y claims upon the Institution, who has received no aid from it.
A gentleman married a lady of considerable property; he joined a lodge ; became dissipated,
n:glected his business, became embarrassed, mo his groperty to a brother; he died,
leaving a widow with three helpless children. This benevolent brother seized and sold the
whole of the property, and the widow and her infant children were thrown destitute upon the
world, without any means of support except that of her. own industry. The hand of
masonic charity was not, and is not held out to her. The probability is, that many me:
deluded by the fallacious idea of aid from the society in case of distress, have been temp!
to idleness and dissipation, and by this means brought themselves and family to ruin. I
know also of an instance of a mason throwing out false signs of distress, he impose upon his
brother, and swindled him out of all his property—and left him, and family, destitute. The
mason indeed swears that he will not wrong a brother out of a cent; but for this violation
of his oath he escapes with impunity. . .

The various false pretensions and artful devices of free-masonry have been exposed in
several reports in this convention. The institution seeks the aid of superstition, and envelopes
itself in & guise of antiquity and m{yst.ery. Then it pretends to philosophy and letters;
to alchemy and the transmutation of mefals. These pretensions are too absurd, or too
evidently false, toneed refutation. ‘They exhibit on their calendar the names of all the great men

of ancient and of modern times. Tubal Cain for example. Why not Cain the murderer?
Indeed Mr. Hardie says he was partially instructed in the ari. Then they have Seth,
Noah, Solomon, Nebuchadnezzar, Zerubbabel—honorary members, I presume. In more
wodern times, they have the names of Frederic king of Prussia, Voltaire, Robespieire,
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> Marht, the Yate Duke of Orleans, Weishaupt, and king George the 4th. In’ America an Amold
and a Bur. We envy them not the splendour and lustre which such characters shed upon
their institution. They eclaim also a Washington and a Fayette. ‘W on has left his
testimony of the estimation in which he held the institution. He declared he not been in
a lodge- more than two or three times in thirty years: and in his farewell address, he givesa
solemn warning to Americans, to beware of secret socicties, as dangerous to the liberties of the
people. He virtually renounced his connexion with the institution, and that, too, as early
as 1t was safe and prudent to do so. He was a brave man: he feared not to face the
mouth of cannon, of muskets—the edge of the sword, or the point of the bayonet. But
where is the man with such éron nerves or lion heart, as not to fear the dagger of the
midnight assassin? Had he renounced or revealed the secret while commander in chief of
the American armies, no doubt he would have fallen in the next battle. Fayette, too,
when last in America, expressed his regret at the multiplication of secret societies. He had
witnessed in France the horrid murders and massacres which were produced by secret societies.
Masons claim, also, many ministers of the gospel. The most, if not all of them, were seduced by
false representations ; and when once ensnared, they knew not how to extricate themselves.
But we rejoice to see that many are throwing off the chain and coming from among them : and
we confidently trust that the time is approaching, when not a single name of a minister of the
gospel will remain upon the lists of masonry.
rom every view I can take of the claims which speculative free-masonry has upon our
respect and veneration, I am tempted to pronounce them unfounded and false.
lpea.m, however, constrained in justice to say, and I do it with pleasure, that there are many
individuals within the pale of the institution, whose merits entitle them to our respect and
esteem,
Mr. President: I feel the high responsibility under which we are placed as members of this
convention. The result of our proceedings, and of the success of the efforts we are now making
to gut. down speculative free-masonry, will deeply affect the future destinies of our country,
and the world, as it regards politics, morality, and religion. The question is, shall we
maintain the independence, purchased frem a foreign foe, at the expense of so much treasure,
of agony, and of blood? or shall we submit to a still more tyrannical and bloody despotism,
sprung up in the very bosom of our country? No! I trust not.
* I am confident that every member of this convention is prepared to adopt a 1
similar to that expressed more than half a century ago, by the patriots heroes of the
revolution, in this city, and near this spot, and say that we will support our independence at
the expence of our property, our lives, and our sacred honour.
Mg. Hopxins rose to make a single remark upon the report which had just been read,
begging lcave to premise, that if this convention had met for no other purpose than to hear
the reports that had just been presented, the time and expence would not have been
unprofitably appropriated. )
Whoever reads the history of free-masonry, and compares it with known historical facts and
criticisms, as to its antiquity, will find means to detect a fraud in almost every step. The
object which I have in view 1s, to ask gentlemen who are conversant with criticism and history,
to be kind enough toturn their attention to this subject from time to time, with a view to
bringing out the imposture more prominently still.
Several instances have been mentioned, and some now occur to me, though I claim no merit
for the suggestion, having received the hint from others. The amount of one is, that Saint
Jerome saw a masonic emblem upon the wall of Solomon’s temple.
Now it is known that St. Jerome flourished at the beginning of the fourth century; and,
therefore, at a period more than two hundred years after that temple was overturned, so that
there was not one stone remaining upon the top of another. .
The report mentions a text in the Revelations, respecting the white stone, in which a new
name was written, as applicable, in point of time, to the building of Solomon’s t.emp::{ which
was about the year three thousand ; thou&h that expressi%r;;efn:ding the stone with the
name written, was not uttered till about the year four tho and sixty or seventy ; more
than a thousand years after the building of the temple.
I do not know that this is a subject which hasattracted attention at all; butthe text is this:
%To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white
su;lne, and in the stone a new name written, which no one knoweth, saving he that receiv-
eth it.” .
The masonic application of this text, is to a key-stone of an arch in king Solomon’s temple.
The word stone, in'the text, doubtless referred to the jasper, amethyst, topaz, or other precious
stones worn upon the finger; and not to a piece of marble suitable for the key-stone of an
arch. There islittle dou t.,ﬁmt the passage in Revelations refers to a precious stone, upon
which a name or tiypher is engraven, and put into a ring for the r. “To him that over-
cometh, &c. will I give a white stone”—the meaning of which is, I will give him a signet to
place in a ring, and in that, the new name. But this is applied, in masonic learning, to a key-
stone of marble. :

This is only to call the attention of gentlemen to the inconsistencies which abound through-
out. 'Whoever looks into the institution, will find that it is the product of men exceedingly
ignorant. Iam bold to say, for the honour of my country, that there is not a company of
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American bﬁgk'mwonﬁ to be found, who, if they should attempt an imposition, would not be
capable of building up a more plausible fabric, than this wretched conception of London brick-

layers.

%/In. THACHER said, that two or three facts had been omitted, which he would take the
liberty to state, as to the incongruity of masonic history and the sacred writings.

In the royal arch degree, the high priest proposes to take the ark of the covenant, which
had been deposited at the building of Solomon’s temple, from under ground, below the sanctum
sanctorum, together with the book of the law, and the pot of manna, which was to be laid up
for a memorial, and the rod of Aaron, which budded and blossomed, in testimony of the com-
mission which God gave to Aaron, the high priest, in the wilderness.

‘This, if we look into scripture history, we shall find, contradicts the words of divine revela-
tion. When Solomon finished the temple, it was stated that the ark of the covenant was
brought in and placed—where? Not in an arch under the sanctum sanctorum, but in the
sanctum sanctorum itself, where the lamp was burning. It was said that in the ark there was
nothing but the two tabletsof stone. Here there is an evident contradiction and interpolation.
It is declared that the rod of Aaron, and the pot of manna, were deposited inthe ark ; but there
is not the least intimation in the scriptures, that they were ever deposited in the ark. We
have no account that an%dtlung' was deposited in the ark, save the tables of stone which
;ver& gigg to l}déses upon Mount Sinai, and upon which were engraven the ten commandments

e er of God.
yWe have, to be sure, an account that a pot was filled with manna, and laid up for a testi-
mony, but not that it was put into the ark. We have also an account that the rod of Aaron,
to distinguish it from the rest of the rods of the Levites, budded and blossomed, and brought
forth fruit of almonds; and we know not that this rod was in existence, or that the pot of
manna was in the days of the Jewish temple. X .

Here there is an evident contradiction, or incongruity. Masonic tradition runs in the face
and eyes of scripture history, and one or the other of them must be

There are so many inconsistencies in the first three degrees, that men of sense have
been utterly ashamed of them. It was confessed by Dr. Dalcho, that he was ashamed to
introduce - the scn}itures, while lecturing upon the three degrees, when any person of
intelligence was able to prove them fnise, y the very book upon which they adminis-
tered their obligations. He adds one or two examples: one of which is, that cassia was found

wing upon the grave of Hiram Abiff, when he was buried by Jubela, Jubelo, and Jubelum,
gmthe side of Mount Moriah. But, says the learned doctor, cassia does not grow inthe
imate of Jerusalem. In fact, it would be tediousto enumerate all the absurdities and incon-
gistencies that have crept into the three degrees. Hm of many in his lectures, and
makes it appear that these degrees are absurd, and con tory to a high degree.

Here we have the testimony of a man of high standing, who had taken many degrees,
and been in great repute in the fraternity. And with regard to the antiquity of free-
masonry, masons have been themselves convinced that these pretensions are false. Dewitt
Clinton was himself fully convinced of it, and so expressed himself in a public address. He
also discarded the idea that Pythagoras and Vitruvius were masons. These ideas were ex-
pressed in his address, at the installation of Stephen Van Rensselaer, as grand master of the
grand lodge ‘of the state of New-York; and he considers these circumstances as having done
S::at injury to the cause of masonry. He admits, that their pretensions to antiquity, and

ir claiming all the learned and wise men of ancient times, as its members and patrons, is
utterly inconsistent.

There are many other facts which might be named, but I £ve these asa specimen. Every

son who will go into an examination of this subject, will find that masonic history is full of
Inconsistencies.

Mnr. Reap said, while others have shown that masonic pretensions are incansistent with
ancient history, f will show that they are inconsistent with themselves, from the very
nature of the case, and the facts set forth; for they could not have taken place at the
time of its origin.

Passing by other impossibilities, the idea that Solomon would have submitted to the
degrading 9eremon{ of being led round a I room with a halter about his neck, is
alpgget!ler improbable, as well as that fact which relates to the slaying of Hiram the
widow’s son.

We are informed that all who knew any thing of this matter, were Solomon, Hiram of
Tyre, and Hiram the widow’s son. They also inform us that certain individ wishi
to obtain the secret word, in order to travel into distant countries and pass for masters, an
get higher wages, laid in wait to obtain it from Hiram the widow’s son,

I ask why did these men require this secret word, if Solomon and the two Hirams were
the only persons who could know the word? or from whom could they get higher wages,
if these gentlemen alone were acquainted with that word ?

Then, passing over the ceremony of killing Hiram Abiff, this.is a contradiction of scrip~
ture history; for they inform us LKM. he lived to perform all the works that the Lord gave
him to do. Now I ask this convention to look at the scene of raising Hiram after he had
lain in the grave fifteen days. Solomon is represented as raising him upon the five points
of fellowship, viz. foot to foot, knee to knee, breast to breast, hand to back, and mouth to ear.
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Just of a piece are all the ceremonies of free-masonry; and if it be doubted by any, it can
be shown in every degree; for its inconsistencies are so distinctly marked, that no man,
examining the subject, as laid down in elder Bernard’s book, can rise from the examina-
tion without being fully satisfied, that she is as false as the father of lies.

Mg. BerNarp.—I would call attention for a moment to some points which have been
passed over in the remarks respecting the antiquity of this institution. The first is, the
Ppretension of free-masonry to be a source of religious instruction. It has been said that it is not
religion ; but I conceive that to be a religious institution, which pretends to make men better,
for time and eternity—that by which men can be raised from death to a state of glory at the

ight hand of God. .

ut I come to free-masonry itself, to the principles of the institution as laid down in all
the d of free-masonry, from that of entered apprentice, to the forty-eighth inclusive.

In the first degree, the man is taught that, by the common gavel, operative masons pre
stones, and fit them for the builder’s use; but as free and m:gwd masons, they are taught to
use it for a more noble and 'glorious purpose—for divesting their hearts and consciences of all
the vices and superfluities of lifs, thereby ﬁtti{:i their minds, as living and lively stones, for
that spiritual building—that house, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

The speaker proceeded to recaritulat.e the prominent features of various other degrees, inclu-
ding the royal arch, the g'randﬁ]e ect, perfect and sublime masons, knight of the sun, &c. The
thrice illustrious knight of the cross swears, *by the honour and power of the mark of the
holy and illustrious order of the cross,” which he holds to heaven in his right hand, and in the
dread presence of the most holy and ighty God, ¢ that he willaccept of, and for ever consider
the cross and mark of this order his onl& ope,” rather than a dependence on the blessed Jesus,
in preparing him for the right hand of God in heaven.

hese, then, are the pretensions of free-nmsonr¥, to make men better for time and eternity ;
but they are pretensions false and delusive. And I would ask the members of this convention,
whether, within their own observation, they have ever known men to be made better in this
lifei: their attention to the principles of free-masonry, or whether they have known one man
to ¥ead thereby from the paths of iniquity to those of virtue? or what evidence have we,
that any man has been placed in the glorious hope of a blessed immortality beyond the grave,
through the influence of this institution ? ~

Masonry, in all its religious pretensions, is an imposture.

One point more. It pretends to have the ri%xteous power of taking human life ; this a very
hiih assumption, and its exercise is supported by facts. .

n the first place I would remark, that in most of the d of free-masonry there are oaths;
the p;lpalt .impoc:]d by those oaths is usually that of death. But it is said that no one is sworn
to inflict this penalty.

In answer l:.c; tlusy objection, I would observe, that the organization of free-masonry is like
the organization of any other government. A constitution is first adopted, then laws are passed,
with penalties affixed, according to the nature of these laws; and at a subsequent period officers
are appointed to inflict those penalties. If in the lower degrees obligations and penalties are
imposed, and at the same time none appointed to inflict those penalties, still I object to the
argument ; for it is clearlg proved, that in the higher degrees the duty of inflicting them is
pointed out. I have myself taken an oath, which laid me under a solemn obligation to inflict
the penalty of the laws of masonry upon all those who are the violators of such laws.

e elected lmiﬁhts of nine are to take vengeance, not only on the murderers of Hiram Abiff,
but on all those who betray the secrets of that degree. But I would further remark, that sub-
sequent to the o:aa.nizat.ion of this government, laws were made to bind individuals. They
have power to inflict the penalties which they have affixed to the laws. The very making of
a law is a manifestation that there is power to administer the law ; the affixing a penalty to
any law whatever implies the power to inflict that penalty:

ut what have the fraternity spoken upon this subject? They have spoken volumes, and
sealed their testimony with the blood of an individual. Not only before the abduction of
‘William Morgan, but since, I have heard masons in the lodge, and out of the lodge, assert
that it was right to inflict the penalty of death ug:m those who betray the secrets of the order,
and since the fate of Morgan was known, I have heard it justified by the fraternity.

I heard nearly one hun masens in a lodge room manifest that it was right that Mor&l;
should be murdered, his tongue cut out, his throat cut from ear to ear, &c. &c. And in thi
conclave, among the knight templars and high priests, there was an almost unanimous appro-
bation of the sentiment.

But I offer a still stronger mﬁmon{athm this, in the case of the abettors and murderers of
‘William Morgan. These individuals have been named and published to the world, and the
fraternity have covered them in their guilt, and shielded them from the just penalties of the
laws of their country. They were proved guilty of the abduction of Morgan. [Here the
speaker was interrupted.]

. Tur Presinent interposed upon the point of order. If gentlemen were permitted to range
tne field of debate at pleasure, and to animadvert at lengf upon sub%cu, whether proper or
improper, then would the debates of this convention be interminable. 'Though the chair would
dsten to the eloquent gentleman from New-York with as much pleasure as any member of the

~
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convention, still, he thought the range too wide, and hoped the gentleman would proceed, con.
fining himself more closel (y to the report under consideration.

‘The speaker offered a few ‘explanatm remarks, in which he professed to have intended a
plying his observations to points of vital importance to religion and his country, but would
waive further remarks, giving the floor to a gentleman upon the opposite side of the house,
{Mr. Armstrong.) : .

Mag. ArmsTrONG wished to call the attention of the convention to a single point. It is known,
said he, that the institution of free-masomy claims an internal power of concealing the nature
of its own principles ; that is, those things that are declared to be secret. It has been fre- .
quently said that free-masonry can never be revealed.

The question now is, how does this declaration comport with facts? It has come to pass,
in the forepart of the nineteenth century, and in this western world, in the western part of the
state of New-York, that that claim of free-masonry has been broken down. Though it was
claimed that this fortress was impregnable, yet it has come to pass that one man has broken
down the barrier ; William Morgan has divulged the secrets of free-masonry, and they are
now fully open to the world. .

Is their claim, then, in this particular su%ported ? No. The world have the secret; old
and young, rich and poor, may read and understand what-it is, and whether it is good or bad.
‘We see, then, that this claim is not supported by facts.

I rise to introduce a single incongruity in the claims of free-masonry. It hasever been claimed,
that the ancient landmarks of free-masonry could not be done away or changed. The ancient
landmarks of masonry, as th?\' are called, are not found in any single act, sign, grip, or word ;
but they are all the established signs, rites, and ceremonies of the three first degrees in ma-
sonry. I have this from high masonic authority, that these are the ancient landmarks, Now
the signs and emblems of these first three degrees, masons claim were established at or before
the time of l.mildinﬂl the mem(gle of Solomon. Be it so; the chart or carpet of the master’s
degree has upon it the letter G, of the modern, or Roman English alphabet. This, according
to the showing of masons, must have been placed there as early as the building of the temple.
I have taken some pains to ascertain the fact, and find that the letter G, or any other letter
similar, did not exist till several centuries after the building of the temple.

M-g. SLADE, of Vermont, said that, althonfh the subject of the report had been discussed
at cokgsiderable length, he would ask the indulgence of the convention to offer additional re-
marks.

One of the most distinguished of the pretensions of free-masonry is, that it is the *hand-
maid of religion.” We all know, Mr. President, how intimately associated is the idea of re-
ligion with every thini that is valuable in this life, and with all our hopes and aspirations,
connected with that which is to come. 'We know what a vast proportion of the population of
our country are religious, and with what favour they regard every thing, which comes to them
clothed with such high pretensions. It is t‘xmn the strength of such pretensions, emblazoned
upon its front, that masonry has drawn within its embrace great numbers of the ministers of
;‘:Eﬂon’ deluding them into a belief that it was an institution of Divine origin, and capable of

ing them “wise unto salvation.” .

To sustain the pretensions of masonry, to be the handmaid of religion, it is called a charit-
able institution. It is not merely asserted that masons are charitable, but that charity consti-
tutes a leading feature of their institution. And what is charity ? Its essential principle
is an enlarged and expansive benevolence—good-will to man—man in the largest and most ex-
tensive sense. Every human being it regards as a brother, no matter what may be his colour
or condition or character ; and no matter to what association he may belong, or by what name
he may be called. He is a human being, bound to every other human being by the ties of a
common origin, and a common destiny. ft cannot contemplate him a moment without feeling
the force of these ties; and, urged by the impulse of its own divinity, it opens wide its arms
and fljes to the relief of his sufferings. It ‘“does good and lends, hoping for nothing again ;”
and is the child of that Father ‘“who maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and
sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.” )

But what is the charity of masonry? Sir, it is the charity of selfishness—a charity which
begins and ends with the fraternity—a fraternity, from which are systematically excluded all
who are most likely to become the subjects of its bounty.* Is the noble principlz of Christian
charity cherished by an institution which gives to its bounties such an exclusive direction ?
Doaes that association deserve the name of charitable, which gives to the ties of an artificial’
brotherhood a greater stren%r.h than those by which the Father of all has bound together the
great family ogis children i

But masonry fails in its pretensions to be the handmaid of religion in a yet more important

icular, The most ‘prominent feature of the Christian religion is a spirit of forgiveness ;
the spirit which most of all distinguished the life and doctrines of its divine Author. And in

* Hardie’s Monitor, a standard masonic work, speaking of the qualifications for membership, says—
*¢ Men in low ci: ¢ » although p d of some education, and of good morals, are not fit to be
smembers of the institution. They ought, previous to their application for admission, to consider their
income, and the situation of their families, and know that freemasonry requires, not only lmgngvled::J

but ;mnc.l’a'neo, and decent external appearance, to maintain and support its arcient
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what part of masonry is this spirit to be found? Where is it inculcated ? 'Where so much as
even alluded to ? e handmaid of the religion of Jesus Christ, and yet a stranger to forgive-
ness! But it is not merely a stranger to forgiveness; it cherishes, 1t inculcates the optposime
spirit—the spirit of vengeance. No man can yield himself up to the full influence of free-
masonry, wit.phout having all the kindly feelings of his nature extinguished, with regard to those
who secede from the institution. Nor is this spirit found alone in those degrees of masonry
whose oaths expressly bind to the infliction of vengeance on masonic traitors. It necessarily
results from the whole of the masonic constitution. Let any private association of men become
bound together by oaths, whose sanctions are written in bzod, and, whatever else may belong
to it, vengeance instantly becomes a leading feature in its character ; and it requires no extra-
ordinary knowledge of the nature of the human mind, to perceive how eminently fitted to
cherish that spirit, is the secrecy and the mystery of the masonic institution.

‘What is thus manifestly true of the theory of masonry, is strikingly so as to its practice. To
violate its secrets is regzml:ed as a sin 80 surpassing all other sins, as to place the offender utterly
beyond the reach of mercy. Masonry contains no srovision for his restoration to favour.
There is no seceder, there is no man who has decidedly opposed masonry, who has not seen
and felt the force of this fundamental principle of the institution.

And is the character of any other institution among us thus marked ? Do we, for example,
see the spirit of masonry exhibited towards seceders from any of our churches? They do, in-
deed, become the objects of displeasure. But does this displeasure assuma the character of
masonic vengeance? Are they systematically assailed with slander, and made the victims
of an untiring and relentless persecution ? d what is the sin of seceding from masonry,

" or olfis orposing the institution, that it should meet such a fearful and unwonted retribution
as't|

Nor is the exhibition of this spirit confined to the abandoned and profligate members of the
fraternity. In too many cases is it manifested by men making high claims to goodness ; and,
what is still more strange, by men who, with regard to almost every thing else, seem to sustain
that character. They are good neighbours and good citizens, Towards all others but the ob-

jects of masonic displeasure, they are kind, and generous, and forgivi!;§. But here, alas, they
exhibit a spirit utterly at war with the benign religion which they profess. It is not the ordi-
nary feeling of displeasure at supposed wrong ; a feeling which, even in its excesses, exhibits
traces of its virtuous origin. But it is vindictive in its very nature; and would seem to be’
satisfied with nothing short of the utter extermination of its victims. )

Such, sir, is the spirit of masonry. We have all seen it ; and there are, probably, few mem-
bers of this convention who have not felt it, in its effects upon them, personally. How many'
have seen their warmest friends suddenly and strangely alienated from them, withholding even
the interchange of ordinary civilities, because they have, in the honest sincerity of their so
and in the exercise of their rights as citizens of a free government, dared to investigate, an
expose, and condemn the institution of free-masonry. There are, to the honour of human
nature be it spoken’rmany exceptions to this remark, among those who are nominal members
of the fraternity. They are men upon whose minds masonry has made but a comparatively
slight impression. _But it is nevertheless true that its vindictive spirit has experienced a living
illustration in great numbers, who have become most deeply versed in its mysteries, and whose
high standing in the institution gives assurance that tgey are far from being strangers to its’
genuine spirit. .

Shall such an institution longer delude the world by its pretensions to be the handmaid of
the religion of the Prince of Peace ? . :

Mz. RuceLrs, of Massachusetts, concluded the debate. He said that he was sorry to differ
with some of his friends on one point. Hehad lo:g been convinced that masonry was charita-
ble, for “it covered a multitude of sins.” He had no objection that the brotherhood should
exercise dominion over themselves, so lon.E as they did not interfere with the rights and liber-
ties of others. He was unwilling to submit to'a right claimed by them to control the courts
and the legislative and executive branches of the government. Let them legislate for them-
selves, but not for us. Let them drink out of each other’s skulls, but not out of ours.

The report was adopted.

On motion of MRr. SEwaRD, of New-York, it was .

Resolved, That a committee of one from each state and territory here represented, be appointed
to make a concise report on the progress of am.i-masonr{ throughout the United States.

The report of Mr. HopPkins upon the obligation of masonic oaths was taken up, and on
motion to adopt the same, :

Mg. WaLKER, of Massachusetts, said, that he was as anxious to forward the business of
the convention as any other member, but it had appeared to him, that the subject of masonic
oaths was the most important subject that could be considered by this convention ; and that
this report had the greatest be upon the future progress of anti-masonry. What we do
at this time, said he, will not pass silently; we should, therefore, have a distinct understanding
of the subject in all its bearings. . , o L.

It seems that these oaths are neither morally, legally, or reliFious]y binding ; this is a con-
sideration vaatlx important. The adoption of this report is calculated to ¢lay the axe at the
root of the tree” of masonry. It is the most effectual measure that we can possibly take to
destroy the institution; for if we can destroy these oaths, the institution falls to the ground at
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once. If the charm can once be broken—if it can be satisfactorily shown and proven that
these oaths are not binding, lionest men and discerning men will come out and desert the in-
stitution.

I apprehend that infinitely the test majority of masons are held to the institution, by a
slavish belief that these oaths are binding ; they abhor the institution, but fear the oaths; and
if we can once convince them that these oaths are not bindir:i; that they have no legal, moral,
or religious force, the institution is destroyed. And this is the great object for which we have
here assembled. We have not assembled here to conjure up the ghost of Morgan, or to avenge
his blood, but to expose to public view the influence which the institution of free-masonry has
upon public justice in our courts of law and halls of legislation ; and to show that these oaths
are not bin or obligatory. It appears to me, that this ought to be one of the most promi-
nent subjects before this convention—that its importance ought to be deeply felt. :

‘We have assembled here to proteet our own rights, and to break down this combination
against society ; and in no way can we do it so effectually as 'l:‘v destroying these obligations,

. The arguments contained in the report are conclusive and full. ' The law takes no notice of
perjury, except it be committed in some court of justice. Now, the great cry is, that these
seceders are not to be believed, that they are perjured wretches. But they are not perjured
villains or wretches. To say so is a gross misuse of terms. They have broken their masonic
obligations, but they are not guilty of perjury. We cannot raise too lotid a voice with regard
of E:se facts ; it will prevent the error from spreading. It is a masonic manceuvre, and ought
to be treated as such ; we ought to dwell upon it. The opposition to these oaths is the sure
foundation of anti-masonry; it is what I understand to be true anti-masonry. I know the
g:era] opinion is, that it is an excitement got up about Morgan’s murder ; and many suj

t we have assembled heré to arouse the community by a recapitulation of Morgan’s abduc-~
tion. That was indeed a horrible affair, an infamous transaction, and it seems as if there could
be hardly enough said upon the subject ; but when compared with these oaths, it is of no con-
sequence, exc'ﬁv(t. to show that masons do consider these oaths binding ; that they thought it
necessary to take the life of a fellow-mortal ; to destroy a man for committing no crime, but
telling the truth.

There is another thing ; if we can break up the impression that masonic oaths are binding,
masons will not feel called on to perjure themselves in courts of justice. R

Now, a royal arch mason feels bound to extricate his companion, whether right or wrong ;
and if brought into a court of justice to swear against a royal arch mason, he cannot, if he
feels his obligations to be binding, do justice to his country, t.hough He feels deeply the interests
of the community. But if he can only be persuaded that the obligations which were imposed
on him were wholly unlawful, and, from that fact, not in the least degree obligatory, he is pre-
pared to do justice and act honestly. .

Two great objects of anti-masonry are to purify courts of jusiice, and to emancipate the
press.  But the object which comes nearest our ﬂearts is, to destroy the influence of these oaths;-
instead of dwelling upon what is past, we ought to go forward to the great principle, that these
oaths are at war with public right. This is what we ought to dwell upon at all times; honest
men will then desert the fraternity ; the enemy only will remain, to meet their fate in the fall-
ing ruins. : :

i motion was made to amend the clause in the report, where the number of masons in the
United States is stated at 200,000, by striking out that number, and inserting 100,009, which
is the number mentioned in Mr. WarD’s report. On this motion, .

Mg. WaRb, as chairman of the committee who made the report upon the origin of free-ma-
sonr&!’ &c. proceeded to explain the manner in which the committee had arrived at the estimate
of 100,000. They had been principally governed by the published documents of the frater-
nity. He had no objection to the insertion of a greater number, provided that number were
nearer the truth.

In a work published by the fraternity, he found the number of lodges enumerated from one
to five hundred and eight in the state of New-York. Pennsylvania furnished about three
hundred. The chapters are regularly numbered—each number having its chapter—he had
not however been in possession of documents which would enable him to determine the precise
number in the Union, . i

In 1815 a regular return was made, in which the whole number of lodges was estimated at
less than 1500. And as far as my experience in free-masonr{ goes, said the speaker, I am of
the opinion, that if there are but 1500 lodges, there are probably not more than 500 chapters,

ing an aggregate of 2000 lodges and chngt;ers. The Book of Constitutions of Massachu-
setts, states, that when the number of members in a lodﬁ;xceeds 30 or 40, the brethren
generally find it convenient to separate, and make a new body. In addition to the conve-
nience professed, it delights men so much to be styled Most Worshipful, that there is no doubt
they improve their privilege to the full extent—in the country, they certainly do so. And I

enture my opinion, that the lodges throughout the country, shall not furnish more than from 35
to 40 actual members. There are to be seen, in all parts of the country, some who do not be-
long to any I ; they joined the lodge, but became sick of it and abandoned it ; or they have
removed e d(;)ln.oe in which they were made masons, and have not thought fit to attach
themselves to another lodge. There are, perhaps, about one third of the whole body, who do
wot number in the lodges ; if these be added to those already enumerated, it will increase the



108 «- DEBATES.

number for each lodge and chapter to about 50, making an aggregate of 100,000 members. I
think this estimate large enough ; still, if there is any additional information to be thrown out,
Ishall be glad to hear it. But we are not to take the estimate of our enemies upon this sub-
ject, who boast of an institution coeval with Adam and Solomon.

Now the grand chapter pretends to come from the days of Zerubabbel, and from Moses even,
when it is ascertained that it originated in 1747, and not before. Previous to that period the
royal arch enapter had not a name, found even upon the books of the order.

e have paid sufficient attention to the antiquity of the institution ; and their pretensions
as to numbers, are probably as false, as they are shown to be in relation to the antiquity of the
institution, or its claim to be the handmaid of religion. .

Mg. Morsg, of New-Jersey, said, that he had travelled extensively, and been acquainted
with lodges in thirteen states of the union, and he was quite sure that Mr. Ward’s calculation
was even beyond the fact. He had never known a body of masons to keep together over one
or two years ; they would disperse, in order to hold offices, and he had considered their claim,
as to numbers, a “ masonic truth.”

MR. Paing, of Rhode Island, said, that considerable pains had been taken in Providen
Rhode Island, to ascertain the number belonging to the fraternity. Masons had estimat:
their number at 5 or 600 ; but, upon investigation, they had been unable to make out more than
250. He thought the probable number in the state was about 1000, and as the state contained
something near 100,000 inhabitants, these facts would go to confirm the accuracy of the esti-
mate given in the report; as there were probably as great a proportion of masons in Rhode
Island as in any other part of the country. :

" MR. PreLps, of Massachusetts, remarked, that when the inquiry commenced a year ago,
they were told by masons, that the number of the fraternity in Boston was 6000. Boston con-
tains little less than 62,000 inhabitants.

The whites, he said, had five lodges, two chapters, and one encampment ; and there was one
lodg:é one chapter, and one encampment of blacks. The number of blacks in the city he esti-
mated at 300.

Much pains had been taken by the suburb and city investigating committees, consisting of
one hun and twelve persons; they had been at’;vork folrg:igl‘lgt or nine months, anu;;‘%md
taken a great deal of pains to investiﬁ)te the subject effectually; and instead of 6000, they
had been able to find out, so far, but about 800. He was pretty well satisfied, by the efforts
already made, that the‘.i would never be able to find masons enough to encrease the number
above 800 ; and from the relative proportions of inhabitants and masons, in the city of Bos-
ton and town of Providence, he believed the estimate of the report to be a full and ample
estimate.

The amendment prevailed, and thus amended the report was adopted.

The report of MR. WaRD, from the committee to inquire and report where free-masonry
originated, &c. &c. being called up for consideration,

R. SEWARD moved to amend the report, by striking out the words ¢ Satan’s syn e,”
used in application to the masonic institution, and by inserting, in lieu, thereof, the words * un-
hallowed temple.” On this motion,

MRg. WaRp, chairman of the committee who made the report, remarked, that the phrase
occurred only in the conclusion or summing up, and that it was scriptural. In deference to the
feelings, or rather jugﬁmem. of gentlemen of the convention, he would not insist upon the
ﬁropnety of retaining the words as originally expressed ; towards the members of the fraternity

e cherished no unkind feelings ; to them he would not apply harsh terms; but as it regarded
the institution itself, he must confess that no language courtf adequately express the abhorrence

inﬁhicillhe i, tha agogus licabl 1 f worship. Heh

: r. HoLLy said, that s; e was a term applicable to a place of worship. He ho

that nothing would emu.na{;1 from this convention Itg:lculxa.ted to Hve offence to alx)ly man. E:

would not ?p&mpﬁaw to free-masons a temple in terms, by which offence might be given to

z:yc}::lnss g e community. For these reasons, he would prefer that the phraseology should
ed.

M-z. BoiLeau hoped the amendment would })revail ; he could readily conceive that no lan-
gage was adequate to pourtray the feelings of seceding masons; butif he had learned any

ing by experience, it was, that under all similar circumstances, it 1s the best and most effectual
wgf, to use soft terms. ’

he amendment prevailed, and the report thus amended was adopted.

MRr. PaeLrs, from the committee appointed to consider the proper business to be submitted
to the convention, submitted the following resolution, which was adopted.

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to report upon the effects of free-masonry
on the Christian religion. .

The convention adjourned to four o'clock. At four they re-assembled.

A resolution reported by Mr. RuceLEs, authorising the committee of finance to obtain
subscriptions to defray the expenses of fhe convention, was adopted.

On motion of Mz. GREEN, a committee was appointed to consider and report at what time
the convention may oom&let.e its business, and adjourn sine die.

Mz. AsmstroNG, of New-York, from the committee of seceding masons, made a detailed
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report, giving a summary of the oaths, ohligations, and prominent points in each degree of
free-maso The report was laid u'gon the table.

Mg. HovLEy, of New-York, from the committee to whom the dm&\: of preparing it had been
:ﬁsignﬁi, reported an address to the people of the United States. The adi was laid upon

e table.

M-Rr. MaryNarb, of New-York, thensaid, that in the of another, used on another
occasion, he would sayl,‘ “To-day, we have done enough for glory.” He then moved that the
convention adjourn. 'Thereupon,

Adjourned to 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Thursday, Sept. 16, 1830.

NTheY eorgenuon met pursuant to-adjournment. Prayer by the Rev. Mr. ArMsTRONG, of
ew-Yor]

M-r. Rzap, of New-York, from the committee on that subject, reﬁmed by resolution, that
this convention will adjourn on Friday evening next, at 6 o’clock P. M. whicz was adopted.

MR, TarLor, of New-York, from the committee on the influence of free-masonry on the
public press, made a report which was adopted.

M-g. SEwarb, of New-York, from the committee on that subject, reported sundry resolu~
tions, which were read and laid upon the table. [See them among the reports.]

Mg. WaLEKER, of Massachusetts, from the committee to inquire whether masonic oaths dis-
3\u&lif{lmen for offices in the gift of the people, made a report, which was read and laid upon

e table.

The address to the people of the United States, reported by Mr. HoLLEY, from the com-
mittee on that subject, was taken up.

Mr. Merrick, of Massachusetts, said, that he felt unwilling that the able and eloquent
address to the people of the United States, reported by the committee, should be adopted by
the convention, without drawing forth the expression of the opinions of its individual members.

This address, he continued, is an appeal to the whole people, on a subject which, in these
latter times, has been deemed, by no small portion of them, to be of the i;ishest moment and
deepest consequence. This strong feeling against free-masonry is of modern growth. For
many years—now nearly a century—the masonic institution has existed within the United

- States; and, during some portion of that period, has been cherished as an object of veneration
and respect. It has met with the favour of the people. The members, and many also who,

. though not of its fellowship, have been strangely deluded to become its advocates, have repre-
sented the institution as scarcely inferior in value to the prevailing religion of the land. In
some respects, sir, an extraordinary infatuation has lauded it, as even of more worth than that
inestimable religion. If such representations were correct; if the praises which have been
lavished, and the charms which iave been ascribed to it, were but its faithful portrait, then
indeed is every effort to oppose its existence, its progress, and its triumph, most injudicious, and
most unjust. How unwise, that we should be gathered together in this convention, to attempt
the prostration of an institution, which is, in truth, shedding light and imparting comfort, not
merely to the narrow circle of these United States, but all abroad, to the farthest verge of
civilization, X

I do not yield to these opinions. I concur, sir, in the sentiments which the reported address
before us expresses of free-masonry. I believe the institution is not only wholly worthless,
but that it is positively injurious and bad; that it is false in nearly all its outward pre-
tensions, and corrupt and rotten at the heart. I believe that its real principles and
characteristics, shrouded as they have been in the mystery of its cherished secrets, tend
to debase and degrade mankind; and that if all its obligations were practically observed
in any community, containing a numerous fraternity within its limits, no government
could stand before the inevitable conflict which would ensue.

‘What is this institution of free-masonry? Is it the work of the wisest of the princes
of Judea, accomplished while he was bnul.;{ding that go;geous temple of Jerusalem, -which
was the glory of his own, and the wonder of succeeding generations? Did he call to
his councils the royalty of Tyre, and, with him, and the son of the widow, withdraw
to some hallowed recess, where, undisturbed by the claims of ?eople, of government, and
kingdoms, and temples, they might devise or reorganise some glorious institution to be sent
down to the latest posterity, to bind men together by the strong bonds of brotherhood,
and which, with the strength of union, should tend to the high elevation of personal
character, the purity of morals, and the advancement of every earthly interest? And is
this the free-masonry of our age—the wonderful production of their guarded conclave and
anxious meditations? No, sir, never! King Solomon never meditated, never dreamed
of such a thing. His robe of majesty bore no such sullied spot upen its folds; and it is as
unjust to his memon;y, asit is false in fact, to attempt to fix upon him the paternity of an
institution, which, if it were really the work of his creation, would dim the glory of his reign,
and tarnish all the ificence of his throne. But, instead of this boasted antiquity and regal
birth, its :ﬁe shrinks down before the gaze of historical investigation, and the searching eye of
truth, to the very last century that has gone by : and then, as one of your accepted reports
satisfactorily establishes, it was seen emerging, with its first grand dignitary, from the gge
Tree Tavern,in 1717. It is but the ¢ creature of yesterday ;” nor will it be a perversion of the
text if we add, that “it knows nothing.” And it teaches nothing; for it has nothing valuable
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“-of its own to teach. The moral virtues which are commended, and the mh'?ious sentiments
which are expressed in some of its published notices, are borrowed elsewhere for its own ad-
vancement : it neither created, nor originally prom:iguted them, to enlighten and improve the
world. Can this institution, thus resting, in its pretensions to its origin and age, upon the
most pa.lﬁable falsehoods, be the great fountain of morality, and the “handmaid of religion ?»

-'What religion does it teach? In Christian lands it lays down the Bible upon its altar ; but,
careless of its revelations, throws it by for the Koran'in the land of the Turk. Nor is free-
masonry, in principle or in fact, a benevolent institution. The outward version of its preten.
sions, indeed, vaunts largely upon this interesting feature, which, it claims, belongs to its
character : but within, it s, at best, but a narrow, confined, and avaricious selfishness. ‘Where
are its deeds of charity abroad ?  'Whose sorrows have been soothed by its kind interference ?
Look at the facts stated in the report of one of your commitees upon this su:ﬂect ; and you find,
that therecords of one of the lodges in the city of Boston present the astonishing and appalling
exhibition, that while in the period of about eighteen years, the sum of nineteen undretf doHars
was expended—or wasted rather—in gaudy trappings, in insignificant trifles, and worse than
useless refreshments, only thirty-five dollars was devoted to the claims of charity. Sir,
extraordinary as this may appear, I believe that, as a specimen, it does not very unfairly
exhibit the appropriation of masonic funds in any quarter of the globe, Let the institution

-open the records of any of its lodges or chapters, on this or the other side of the Atlantic, and
I think it will be found that, in London or in Boston, in Europe or in America, the distribution
of charity will compare with the Proﬂigat:e extravagance of its expenses, in something like the
proportion already mentioned. I doubt if the records of a single masonic congregation in our
country, whether it be loxﬁ::‘, or chapter, or encampment ; whether they contain ‘masters,
knights, or monarchs, will exhibit a distribution of ten dollars in the hundred of its receipts to
charitable purposes. What shall, or ought, to be said of the hoarding, or the expenditure, of
the large balance which remains? ) )

If this institution of free-masonry is thus destitute of science and of all means of instruction,
if it be neither the almoner of charity nor the handmaid of religion, what are its principl
and where is its character to be learned? They may both, and all, be seen in its secret 5;3
tremendous obligations.

At the late inauguration of the high officers of the general inmd chapter of the United States
at Washington, during the last winter, the deputy grand high priest—the same individual who
had been the agent and officer to introduce free-masonry into a neighbouring republic, and
which resulted in the direct production of civil conflict and intestine commotion—took into his
hand a book of the constitution of the institution, and, speaking of the opponents of the order,
observed, that if “they would only read the prayers and charges contained in it, they would
not say, * we are opposed to all conventions of men where such doctrines are taught.’”” Who,
sir, has opposed them? Who has spoken aught against the moral virtues or loyal duties
which are commended in these Books of Constitutions? Has any member of this convention
ventured to assert, here or elsewhere, that charity is not a high virtue, patriotism not honoura- .
ble, and religion not of most momentous concern? No, sir; no such thing. 'We are opposing
free-masonry from the most deep-rooted and solemn conviction of its injurious tendencies ; bu
we are not struggling against the loyalty which is recommended in the charges, or the virtues-
which are sought for in the prayers of its Book of Constitutions. Qur object and our cause
involves no such necessity, because the Book of Constitutions is not free-masonry, nor does it
expound its real, genuine, characteristics and principles. 'Whoever seeks to know what free-
masonry truly is, must look far beyond such compilations, and beyond all the exaggerated
panegyrics of its apologists and defenders. If any one should be so unwise as to suppose that
all the learning and teaching of such works could initiate him into the doctrines and the
knowledge of the craft, let him try the experiment; let him garner in his mind all their
contents; and when his memory is lumbered with all the treasure he can gather from those
resources, present himself for admission to a lodge. He will find quickly, that without other

reparations, he cannot cross the threshhold of its steel-defended door ; and if he ever enter,
he will learn the humiliating and painful lesson, that these outward attractions have nothing to
do with the haughty, despotic, and dangerous principles of its secret obligations. .

It is upon them only—its obligations, its oaths—upon which free-masonry exclusively
rests. They make and constitute the institution. Without them it is nothing: with them
every thing which we resist, which we denounce, and which we strive to overthrow.—
Take them away, its spirit and its essence is gone—the institution itself is gone. With
out them, it cannot be saved by its gorgeous titles, or its sounding paraphernalia ; it will
sink in spite of its crowns, and mitres, and breast-plates. Far less can it find safety or
life in its degradintﬁ formalities—in the miserable mummery of its signs, its grips, and its
pass-words, or in the absolute nonsense of its Ma-ha-bone.” Free-masonry stands and lives,
alone, upon its oaths. They are the bonds which hold together what one of your
committees has called, “this great temple, 'whose walls are living men.” Take them
away, and its walls fall asunder at once; and that lofty edifice shall crumble instantly
into dust. That done, the work of desolation will not “wait for the slow corrosion of

ing ages to wear away the threads and fibres of its cable. They will burst at once.
lF}: victory will be complete, and the struggle over for ever. . . .
There are, then, two questions of an importance' not transcended by any which will
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weceive the deliberate consideration of this convention, which ::ﬂhl to be determined: Are
the oaths of free-masonry known, and are they legally or morally binding uson its mem-
bers? Those questions are, in the address before us, briefly, but ably and pertinently
answered, It is affirmed that they are known, and that they have no binding force.

"~ It would have been mz' choice, that the discussion of this sub&;olcst should have been
introduced and conducted by others. To dwell long and earnestly on this interesting question,
may seem, in one who has renounced the obligations of the mystic order, and who, more for-
tunate than the d master in the tragic story of its fabled origin, has escaped from the
temple with his life, something like a manifestation of a want of personal vindication.. Yet,
sir, that is a feeling which has created with me no agitating anxieties. 'Whoever knows the
relation in which I'have stood, and in which I now stand, towards the masonic institutio:
cannot be insensible that I must long since have met and answered this question for myse&
It was considered faithfully, and, to myself, was answered satisfactorily. It has 'been
elsewhere met and most ably answered. It 1s done so in the argumentative report on that
subject, submitted by the gentleman from New-York: and I believe, that the views therein
expressed will stand the test of the most rigid investigation. Yet there may, perhaps, be
some very familiar lights in which this question may be further presented.

Baut, sir, though I have said that the obligatory character of masonic obligations had long
since occupied my most careful consideration, I never felt, nor do I now feel, that I did make,
or that it was in my power to make, any disclosures of masonic secrets. Long before I spoke
openly to the public, the press had teemed with the revelations of Morgan. ‘The “Light on
I\E:.sonry,” compiled and published by one of the members of this convention, was shedding its
rays in every direction. . .

Great numbers of men of elevated and honourable character, in different and various parts of
our country, had borne their personal testimony to the truth of the disclosures. 'What, there-
fore, had before been secret was laid bare. Books, phlets, newspapers, had told, over and
over again, the story of the hoarded mysteries of the craft ; and the proofs of the integrity of
the revelations had swollen to a magnitude which no careful inquirer could possibly resist. “To
speak then was little; it was but following in the pathway which fearless integrity had already
opened, and which had been made safe by the wide pervading jealousy of an alarmed and reso-
lute people. Yet there was a time, when so tos; was most honourable dann% Look back
but yet a little while, to the day of the meeting of the first Le Roy convention. Few moments
of deeper interest can be found in the records of time. In the voluntary disclosures, and the
bold emancipation of the individuals of that body, is seena hardihood of integrity rarely paral-
leled. To the fearless resolution and the intrepid virtue exhibited on that occasion I have paid,
and shall not cease to pay, the homage of my unbounded respect. There are few men in an age,
who, at a time like that, and surrounded as they were, would not have shrunk back from the im-

nciing responsibility of their situation. They stood isolated and alone. There were no surround-
ing combinations to cheer and sustain them in their course. They had no guides but the convic-

_tion of duty ; no support but conscious rectitude. They had indeed one example ; but that ex-
ample was dreadful and appalling. Thelight which but a brief space before had been struck up
by the revelations of the western martyr, was quickly quenched in the deep waters of Niagara;
and the anxious but baffled solicitude of a rising people to discover the poor remains of a mur-
dered victim, spoke in tones of admonition, which could not be disr ed. It was then, that
those men moved forward with fearless step in the pathway which had led their only prede-
cessor to shameless brutality and barbarous death. ~ Sir, it was an act of high-minded valour,
of disinterested and honourable patriotism, which stands boldly forth; which merits, and I
trust will not cease to receive, the decided approbation of every intelligent, impartial, and in-
quiring mind. They discarded the oaths of free-masonry. It was a daring act; but it was
not that alone : it was honest also. Those oaths ought never to bave been regarded as having
any binding force.

{mke it, sir, that on very obvious and familiar principles, the entire disregard of the oaths of
free-masonry may be justified. I shall not occupy the time of the convention by references to
learned authorities, nor by citations from approved ethical writers. A few suggestions, arising
from considerations which we are accustomed in all our daily avocations to apply, will be the
extent of the argument on which I Eropose to enter.

An oath is a promise sanctioned a{ a direct appeal to God for the fidelity with which it shall
be observed. All promises are equally as binding as oaths. Yet from either, and from both,
there are common and frequemt cases of absolution. The oath taken by the forty men who
bound themselves to take the life of Paul, mentioned in the Acts of the A postles, isan obvious
and plain instance of an engagement not binding. The wrong in that case, as in masonic ob-
ligations, consisted in assuming it. R i

A g:otmse obtained by fraud and misrepresentation is never regarded as obligatory. Go
forth beyond these walls into the pleasant mart where we are assembled, and apply (o some
merchant, whom you deem an honourable man, for the purchase of some article of merchandise.
He deacribes the article gou purgﬁose to buy of him as of great value, of foreign growth, or
manufacture, and of the best quality. Trusting to these representations, yqa make the pur-
chase, and give to him your promissory note to secure the payment of the price agreed. It
turns out aflerwards that the article purchased was not in fact ‘of forei l.'growth, or manufac-
ture ; that it is a base, and spurious, and corrupt imitation, of very little, if of any, value. Are
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ou bound irredeemably by your promise? Can the ent of that sum be compelled? or
gvould not the most scn); \xYoxyxsly gonest. man resist its g ection? Carry these questions to the
court of law, and it shall be the concurrent testimony of the judge, who represents the j
and wisdom of the country, and of the jury who represent the country 1t§elg that neither law,
nor conscience, nor common sense, demands the performance of the promise. .
It is on the plainest of all principles, that free-masons are justified in breaking or disregard-
ing the oaths which are imposed on them as craftsmen. They are all allured into the institu-

. tion by the grossest misrepresentations, and the most positive falsehoods. I shall advert to but

very few of them. L.
?he candidate is made to understand, by all the pretensions of free-masenry, that the insti-
tution is very ancient, If the Monitor, published by Mr. Webb, and approved of by grand
lodges, is put into his hands, almost the first sentence he reads is, that “ éver since harmon;
displayed her charms, our order has had a being.” What more flagrant deception than this
can be practised? An assurance, positively an graveg given, that free-masonry was in being
when the morning stars first sang together{ Yet even this palpable misrepresentation is hardly
inferior to many by which the initiate is betrayed from one step to another. And I cannot but
remark here, although not exactly in place, that before the candidate is permitted to enter within
the walls of a lodge room, he is induced to make confessions and assertions, which are some-
times hardly consistent with truth, and which, it seems to me, must often be absolutely false.
A formula 1s presented as he offers himself for admission, which is hastily read to him, and as
hastily answered, according to the directions given; so that he declares that he seeks to enter
the institution ‘“unbiassed by. friends,” *uninfluenced by mercenary motives,” and * from a

-sincere wish of being serviceable to his fellow-creatures.” = To these answers an affirmative is

always to be given; but surely they cannot always be given with truth. For besides one of
the inducements which is mentioned, there is almost always another—I mean curiosity ; which
has, I believe, in fact, been the most prevailing motive to draw men within the ceremonies,
which he is told arc to lead to knowledge, and to end in sublimity. Few men have, I believ:
ever entered within the mystic circle, without being stronfly moved léy a high and excit:
curiosity. Yet that feeling is doomed to experience an early and total disappointment. He
never finds the treasures of learning which he hoped to see unfolded to his view ; h¢ is roysed
by no grand objects, which meet his anticipations of the sublime, and dim indeed is the hight
which ilesses his vision as he is brought out of darkness. Yet for the hoped-for brightness
which is blazing within, the candidate submits to a bandage upon his eyes without, emd is
shrouded in darkness, as a fit preparation for an entrance upon the ceremonies which are befpre
him. In this groping condition, cable-towed and haltered, E: is subjected to, and bound by, the
first oath of free-masonry. When that bond is on, and that s]mcklle fastened, he is brought to
the light of masonry ; not to the glorious light of day; not to the effulgence of the sun in its
dazzling radianhce ; not to the lights of learning and science, enlarging the powers and capaci-
ties of the mind, displaying the beauties of nature and the wonders of the arts ; not to the be-
nevolent beams of religion, pointing to the skies, and holding forth the way ; but to the L .
?f masonry ; to the light, namely, of three burning tapers, scientifically placed in a tri
form! . : ' o

If a grosser or more palpable misrepresentation can be made than the assertion to a eans
didate, that masonry is of itself a science, or that it has within itself any peculiar means
of instruction in science, let him speak it who can. I am not able to imagine a stronger
case of deception. From the beginning to the end it is all of a piece. From the poor spetintsh
I have mentioned, the initiate goes on from step to steg, and from one degree to another, ajtef-
nately blindfolded and enlightened, groping amid the absurd ceremonies of the order, in the vain
hope of attaining to the ends which he had been assured should at last be reached. But reli-
gion, science, and polite lenmin%, will for ever elude his grasp within the circle of the jodgze
room. ‘When, however, he has been raised to masonic sublimity, and passed several d
beyond that, and is at last “exalted” to the royal arch, the polite learning of the order breathes
forth its harmony in delightful verse. 'When he reaches the chamber of the council, he may
there hear the “ most excellent” priest, adorned in his sacerdotal vestments, with the mitre on
his head, bearing the inscription, ¢ Holiness to the Lord,” mumbling, with an attendant king
and scribe, as they raise the “ living arch,” this ‘miserable doggrel : R
We three do agree,
To live in peace and unity ;
‘We three do agree,
His holy word to search ;
‘We three do agree,
To raise this living arch.

So much, sir, for the learning of this braggart order. Its helps in the service of religion ate -
quite as impotent and contemptible. In the course of the cereémonies of admissian to the degres
of mark master; for instance, it undertakes to give an exposition of that text in the Apocal
which declares, that “to him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, an
give a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving him that
receiveth it.” This figurative passage, which, if it be something mystical in its peculiar phrase-
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, is_yet, in the hands of Christian theologians susce&t;ible of a reasonable exposition, is
amed by the craft in a manner palpably false. "The tohite stone is there said to be the key-
stone of the last arch which finished the temple of Jerusalem, and the new name written, is
initials of the words Hiram, Tyrian, Widow’s Son, Sent to King Solomon!

There are other ceremonies in which the scriptures are degraded, and its teachings and its
A uthor little less than blasphemed. The candidate, when about to be “exalted” to the * sub-
lime” degree of royal arch companion, is blindfolded and hampered with cords. In that situa-
tion he Is led on, and made to go through what he is told represents the passage across the
wilderness up to the rebuilding of the temple, in the time of (?yms. To him, indeed, it is a
wilderness of confusion; for whatever of obstruction can be thrown in his way by the me
companions is accumulated for his embarrassment. Chairs, tables, billets of wood, and what-
ever other moveable substance can be readily commanded, are piled in his way to convert the
fiction of a ““ rough and rugged path” into reality ; and the perplexity of the blinded wayfarer
becomes high sport to the surrounding observers. In tl:c midst of this scene of noisy confusion
and obstreperous mirth, the candidate is turned aside to behold a mimic spectacle of the “burn-
ing bush ;” and a companion pronounces, in the language of the Almighty to his chosen servant,
«Put off thy shoes from off thy feet; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”
Sir, this is most derogatory to the eternal word. At such a time, in such a place, and for such
purposes, what more unworthy, than that a craftsman of the order should take upon his lips
the solemn warning of Jehovah,and, as his representative, should dare blasphemously to pro-
claim, “ Put off thy shoes ; for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground.”

It 1s by such interpretations, and such spectacles as these, that religion is degraded, and her
altars profaned !

Yet these are but brief notices of a few of the direct misrepresentations with which free-
masonry abounds. Its falsehoods are glowing and numerous; and if deception is ever to be
permitted to operate as a dissolution from the obligations of a promise, it would be difficult, if
not impossible, to find a case in which the principle could be more appropriately applied, than
to the obligations of this mystic and hypocritical order. .

There is another view of this subject, which will readily occur to every mind. An oath to
do wrong, or not to do right, is never obligatory. The case of the «forty men” has been
already suggested. The moral obligation of every citizen, with respect to such oaths, is alto-
ther the other way ; they are “more honoured in the breach than in the observance.” Apply

is rincl;fle to free-masonry, and see whether its oaths can stand the test of the ordeal.

'The address before us contains a faithful and accurate abstract of the oaths of the order.
That abstract is satisfactory to me ; more so than the imperfect sketches in the report of an-
other committee, of which liywexs a member, and which, without some amendment, I think ought
not to be adopted. I shall not dwell upon many of the vt‘,:ﬁ;ics suggested by the numerous obli~

tions from which the address has made extracts. It will answer all I%V J: oses of illustra-
tion to confine myself to one. In several of the degrees, commencing With that of the fellow
eraft, the initiate swears, that “he will support the constitution of the grand lod%t‘a, and con-
form to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of thi or any other lodge of which he may be-
come a member.” This oath is positive, peremptory, distinet, and unequivocal. Its real mean-
ix:s cannot be misapprehended ; the laws of the respective masonic societies of which the indi-
vidual may be a member, are to be observed at all events. Iam not insensible that the modern
defenders of the institution, feeling the pressure of this application of its principles, have en-
deavoured, with ingenious sophistry, to withdraw attention from the plain language of the oath
itself, to the exhortations to loyalty contained in the charges published in the Book of Consti-
tutions. But if it had been really intended, that these several oaths should be ngeu-ded as
entirely subordinate to moral duty and civil and patriotic obligations, it would have been wise
and natural to have incorporated some intimation of such design into the oath itself, rather than
o have left the candidate to the perplexity of the conflict between the absolute promise on the
one hand, and the subsequent exhortation on the other,

It is not from the commentary of any learned and ingenious advocate, who now comes for-
ward to apologize for and defend the institution, that we are to learn the real doctrines of its
obligations. oftl:ow.n words are too plain to admit of any perversion; and besides, the grand
lodges have, for themselves, given a construction which is in accordance with the positions which
we assume. The grand lodge of New-York has openly proclaimed, ¢ that every grand tl)%dage
has an inherent power.and authority ; that they are an ABSOLOTE and INDEPENDENT K-’
with LEGisLATIVE authority.” In other instances, when disorders have arisen among the sul
ordinate lodges, directions and instructions have been given, in which they say, substantially,
go back to your oaths and obligations, and learn there a lesson of passive and absolute obe-

ience to ﬁxq,ghw;‘;‘aud regulations of our enactment. .

. If, then, thi& cage shall ever arise, that a chapter or a lodge shall establish laws, the operation
‘of which will confligt with the enactments of the state, the masonic requisition 1s obedience to
Ttself, and conflict with the government. And whoever of its members refuses or declines this
deep and humiliating obedience, may read the hazard of resistance in the barbatous penalties
of his own invocation. His ¢ heart must be torn from his bosom ;” “his vitals plu edfrom
his body :” and masonic vengeance, still unsatisfied by this bloody immolation, refules ‘a
resting place to these motionless remains, but they must be “burnt to ashes, and scattered to
the four winds of heaven,” H
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* Such is the result which must at last be reached, if the laws of free-masonry, as they are
established in its baleful obligations, are practically and fully enforced. In this Lght, no one
can fail to see, that they are at war with every ‘prmciple which ought to govern mankind in
all their social relations. From the ibility of such a disastrous conclusion, it is the bounden
duty of every individual to escape K absolving himself from a connection with, or submission
to, such despotic and unhallowed obligations.  He should fly at once: and without waiting
for contingent aids in the lapse of time, like the great conqueror of old, he should cut the
Gordian knot which hinders him in his smzﬁgle in the pathway to freedom and to peace.

Sir, from the most lawful and sacred oaths which can be n(zmn istered, there may sometimes
exist circumstances, which create the most ect absolution. There are no earthly ties
which should be stronger than those which bind us to our country. Yet, go back to the
patriotic of our own revolution, and behold our fathers, congregated in this city, in the
oonsecratzge Hall of Indefendence. Many, if not all of them, had taken the long, and compli-
cated, and solemn oath of allegiance to the British king ; yet when the grievances ofhis imposi-
tion seemed to them too heavy to be borne, and the oppressions of his government were weigh-
ing down the e ive energies of these rising colonies, upon their high responsibility, they fell
back upon the 22; principles of human nature, and emancipating themselves and their fellow
citizens from all oaths of allegiance, gave freedom a new birth-place in this land of liberty.
Sir, the immortal father of his country won that imperishable fame, which shall never fade,
by lifting the glittering steel of the patriot soldier, above the neglected oath, which had once
bound him to the British throne.

‘Whatever was formerly the condition and situation of the members of the masonic institu-
tion ; whatever were once their obligations and duties towards it, the peculiar circumstances
of the present age have now cha them all. There were once secrets belonging toit. It
once had its signs, grips, pass-words ; its secret lectures and its darkly shrouded oaths. But
they are now hidden from the public gaze no more. Every thingof its own has been exposed;
and the proofs of the truth of the revelations have long since swollen to a magnitude, against
which no obstinacy or unbelief can stand. It were as easy, as wise, and as honest, to doubt
of the existence of the cities of London or Paris, as to hesitate in believing that the hoarded
arcana of free-masonry have been exposed. Testimony has sprung up on every side, and the
concurrent evidence of unnumbered witnesses leaves no way of escape to the sophisms of doubt,
or the distrust of incredulity.

‘What, then, is now the situation of those who still feel themselves shut up, as in the vassal:
age of this once towering institution? What still remains to be done by those who are l‘nget
lingering in the rear? If there were once difficulties, frowning and apparently insurmountable,
in the way of escape, they exist no more; for fearless pioneers have leveled them with the
earth. No bond can again be broken by the developement of the secrets of free-masonry,
for that has already been done—totally, effectually—beyond the possibility of a repetition.
there be ought else which can be_disclosed, it must be only of crimes which have been com-
mitted, or conspiracies to accomplish them hereafter. And if, in any of its dark recesses, such
‘things are—shall the veil of masonry hide them from the public eye, or its shield save the
perpetrator from the arm of public justice ? .

o! silence here, were participation in the guilt. The way is open and plain, simple and
free. Let all escape from the dominion of this despotic institution, and renounce their allegi-
ance to it at once, and for ever. And we bid them come; not as to a triumph with us—egr
there is no triumph—but to rejoice with us in the peacefulness of a satisfied conscience. Those
who have broken away from the bonds wherewitgihey were once ignobly fastened to free-
masonry, are, I trust, seeking for nothing like outward praise—far less for any thing like
recompense or reward. They bave but done their duty : and for one, I should as soon look
for the voice of praise for having kept my hand from the violence of robbery, as for yielding to
the most conscientious convictions of duty in the renunciation which I have uttered. " It is,
we repeat it, a plain duty ; and we bid them come—and they will find, that the slanders which
have been spent against us, are as unfounded as they are cruel, as harmless as they are
unjust. Let them look forth on those who have gone before, and see if they bear upon them
the marks of tortured minds, and broken hearts. ~And if they will look with unclouded eyes,
they will behold no withering with anxiety, no unmanly exurmtion in triumph ; but they will
see that tranquil satisfaction, and that immovable firmness of purpose, which are created and
confirmed by the clearest cenvictions of duty.

Sir, there is an unerring monitor within, which speaks in tones which will be heard, and in
language which cannot be misconstrued. If that voice whispers peace, we may be sure that
all is well. The storm may beat upon the outward wall, but 1t shall not perish, for its founda-
tion is on the rock. Let this consideration hush the fears and animate the virtues of those
on whom we call, and prevail with them to take that one step, which will not 1ift them on
high, but will establish them on the solid resting-place of peace and contentment. As they
depart from free-masonry, its kings must throw off the robe of royalty ; its priests cast away
the unsanctified mitre from their heads, and tear off the iewels from their breasts ; but they
will realize, that these acts will altogether approve themselves to the understanding, and place
Xll':hm the heart an inestimable trcasure, which the world cannot give, and which it cannot

e away.
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Ma=. Tuacuer, of Massacfmseus, said he did not rise for the purpose of eulogising the
address which had been- tix'ep\\.l'ed and laid before the eonventg:l, for oonsiderat.iorf and
acceptance. He thought that this would be al'o?ether unnecessary after what had been
said by the gentleman on his left, his respected colleague from Massachusetts. The address
moreover,- he continued, speaks for itself. It speaks for itself to the members of this
convention; and it will speak for itself when, (as I trust it will,) it goes forth to the
people of the United States. All, therefore, that I can say in its favour on this occasion,
would be like holding up the dim taper of the lodge-room, to aid the light of the sun.
I rise on this occasion to introduce two or three facts to elucidate the principles advanced
in the address, and which ought to come within the knowledge of this convention, and every
individual in this respected audience. In the address before this convention for considera-
tion, and in the remarks which have been made by the gentleman on my left, we have had
brought to view the imposition of the masonic institution, in the measures which have been
taken to induce individuals to become members of the masonic fraternity,

I confess, in the presence of this convention, and this Br;;:lpectecl audience, that I have
been .one of those who have been duped and decoyed, made to pass through the
degrading ceremonies of the lodge-room. This stain upon my religious and moral character,
I do not expect ever to wipe away. But I am willing a record of my folly, and I will say
wickedness, should stand n high relief, with the record of the Psalmist’s iniquity, when he

the laws of God and Israel, in the matter of Uriah.

I have said that I was decoyed. So i was, Mr. President; for I had held up to my view
false representations. I was told by a respectable clergyman, whom I esteemed, and in
whom I placed implicit confidence, who had taken many degrees of the order, that there
was in that institution, that which was exceedingly valuable to define certain passages of
scripture, which could hot be satisfactorily exglamed without masonic light: many pas-

in the epistles of Paul, and in the revekation of John the divine, to some of which
we have had allusion, were to be seen in their literal meaning in the ceremonies of the
lodge and chapter. This and many other considerations which time would fail me to
mention, induced me to apply to a respected friend and relative, to propose me as a candidate
for the lodge. This he cheerfully did. -

I was ﬁropoeed to the lodge before knowing any thing of the outrage on William Morgan.
I sfould have known these facts if, as has been stated, the public press had not been muzzled.
But at that time there was not a paper in Massachusetts, and I know not of any in the New
England states, that dared record a syllable in respect to these facts. I was entirely ignorant
of what had taken place at Batavia. .

A fter I was proposed to the lodge, I accidentally had an opportunity to see one of Morgan’s
books. It was put in my hands by a free-mason, merely to excite my curiosity, with this
declaration: that the book was put in circulation to accomplish a political purpose, and that
of making money by the compiler : that in this book the compiler had incorporated certain
formalities in the k of Constitutions and Monitor, and sent it forth to the world as
masonry, and wished me to see what imposition was practised. I gave the book a cursory
reading. I said to myself, this cannot be free-masonry ; it is too frivolous. It did excite my
curiosity. It led me to converse with respectable members of the institution, relative to the
subjects therein contained. :

conversed with a member of the institution in Providence, Rhode Island, who was a man
of high character in the fraternity, and a member of the encampment, who had been master of
a lodge for many years, and was esteemed what was technically called, a bright mason. He
told me that Morgan’s illustrations gave the fraternity no uneasiness whatever. He said it
did not touch the subject of free-masonry ; that it had nothing to do with the secrets of that
institution. He supposed that Morgan was a mason, and a man of some address, but a worth-
less fellow of no character, a miscreant and drunkard ; and that he was not murdered. If he
was murdered at all, it was not by masons, but that the mob had beset him on this principle.
They said that if he told the truth, he ought to die for violating those solemn obligations,
which he professed to have taken ; if not, he ought to die for imposing upon the tﬁub ic. In
consequence of what was said by this gentleman, and as I had been proposed to the e, I
went forward and was initiated. As soon as I had entered the pregaxauon room, and after I
had been made to subscribe and declare to what has been presented as formulas, they began
to prepare me for the rites and ceremonies. I then discovered that it was Morgan masonry.
I remarked thisto the junior warden. He said that some things were similar, but if I advanced
I would soon be satisfied, and rejoice in becoming a member of the fraternity, as others had
done; and I was told that Washington, Warren, and La Fayette had ‘done the same before
me ; and I was, according to the illustration of Morgan, divested of all my apparel, to the last
remnant of decency. I was clad in a pair of drawers, and a cable-tow, or a rope, fastened
round my neck. 1 was blindfolded, and, in this manner, led to the door of the lodge, where
there wtﬁre q'u-ee distinct knocks,and answers, Who comes there? who comes there? who
comes there .

1 was conducted in, and about the lodge, round, and round, and round. Not an individual
did I know ; not a face, not even of the master, for he too was a stranger. Ihad seen the
junior warden who came to prepare me, and one other associate. | was fastened with a cable,
tow, and how could I retreat if disposed? "Where was my apparel? Could I go into the
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street in my then situation 7 1 passed through the three first degrees of free-masonry in one
ight. I wyem, through in conformity with a dispensation of the grand lodge.

he same evening, after I had passed through the ceremonies, the master of the lodge
administered the test oath, and gave what is called the check degree. He said that was
nece: , because a worthless fellow at Batavia had disclosed the secrets of masonry as far as
the third degree, and said if others got our keys, we must put on new locks. From this time,
I discovered, that the illustrations of masonry had been studied assiduously by members of the
lodges, in order to render them what is technically called bright masons. ~ And I have known
those illystrations to have been studied by different lodges, that they might be familiar with the
rites and ceremonies of the institution.

In view of such impositions as these, I feel myself perfectly free in denouncing the oaths and
ceremonies of the order. If any man judges me Lghui ty of moral perjury, I am willing to bear
the shame for ever; I glory in such perjury as this; I came forward and burst the bands,
from a religious regard to the best interests of my country, and from a solicitude that you
men might be prevented from being taken in the same snare; and if the declaration sz.ich
have made, and the record of my folly, should be the means of preventing one man from being
ensnared as I have been, I shall feel myself paid a thousand times.

Another thing to which allusion has been made, is the binding nature of masonic oaths.
1 do not wish to add any thing to what has been said by my colleague from Massachusetts;

- but will merely state, that the address has taken for granted, that masons consider their oaths
as literally binding. This position deserves some consideration. I believe it has not been con-
sidgred by any member, because members, since the abduction of Morgan, have maintained
before the uninitiated, that these obligations were never considered binding; that no member
ever felt himself bound to cut a brother’s throat, or to carry into execution any part of the
penalties, as literally expressed. They would acknowledge that there was a mystical mean-
ing in these penalties. :

% think that ample proof has been adduced, to show that masons have felt themselves bound
to execute the penalties of this ob}-i(gution. And I would ask, what is the meaning of all the
calumny cast on the anti-masons, if it be not in pursuance of the obligations contained in the
¢ thrice illustrious order of the cross,”—* You solemnly swear, that should you know another
to violate any essential part of this obligation, you will use your most decid‘;d endeavours, by
the blessing of Glod, to bring such person to the strictest and most condign punishment, &e. by
pointing him out to the world as an unworthy vagabond, b{ opposing his interest, by de-
rangin%,his business, by transferring his character after him, wherever he may Elo’ and by ex-
posing him to the contempt of the whole fraternity, and the world, but of our illustrious order
more especially, during his whole natural life.”

Any person who has been in any degree acquainted with the excitement in anti-masonry,
must perceive that this obligation has been executed to the very letter, in every respect. There
is not a seceder in the land, who has not been followed by calumny, and pointed out to the
world as an unworthy vagabond. There are gentlemen on my right and on my left, of whom
1 have heard it stated, that they are drunken and worthless wretches. I could name one who
was declared to be out of business, a street vagabond, going about from shop to shop, and from
door to door, without regard to decency or moral character. I have since learned that he is in

igh repute, in respectable business, and highly esteemed for his religious and moral character.

will not multiply examples in this Lﬁart.icular, but will adduce facts to show that masons
have considered it their duty-to execute the bloody part of their masonic oaths. We have evi-
dence that Morgan was murdered agreeably to masonic law. It is said by masons that the
authors of Jachin and Boaz, and Pritchard, were put to death. But in my neighbourhood it
has been said reﬁeat.edly, not by the least of the order, but by high priests and grand prelates,
that if Morgan had been put to death, he had been served justly and rightly. = A member of
the encampment in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, in my own neighbourhood, conversed
with me relative to the abduction of Morgan. He expr it, as his view decidedly, and he
was acquainted with the rights and principles of the institution, and I viewed him to be an
upright man, that the masonic law should be executed, and gave this as a reason, that masonic
law was antecedent to civil law. He regretted, however, that the Morgan affair had not been
eonducted more deliberately and lFn'm.iem.ly, and saved all this noise, and excitement, and in-
jury to the fraternity. And to illustrate his views, he brought an ext(mple with which he was
a.c%uainted : either a brother-in-law to his wife, or himself.

eter and John (I will use fictitious names,) were residents in one of the back towns of
Rhode Island. Peter was a regularly made mason and a member of the lodge. He instructs
John clandestinely in the rites and ceremonies of the institution. By means of this instruction,
John works himself into the lodge ; he is received as a member, and obtains the office, I think,
of junior warden. After having been some time a member of the lodge, it leaked out, that
Peter had instructed John clandestinely. John was made over again, and the oaths adminis-
tered in due and legal form, and he was retained as a member of the institution. Peter very
soon after happened to be in Providence at a time when the grand lodge was in session.
summoned him to appear before them ; and in obedience to their call and the master’s oa% by
which he had promised to obey all signs, &c. he obeyed. They had certain resolute
appointed to take care of him. They did take care of him; they murdered himn And-I-ws
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inﬁ)rn:id that he was taken down the Providence River. The report was, that he had abe

X will name but one instance more, and that is, of warning a brother of danger. A masonic
deputy sheriff pursued two villains to the cape, who had been breaking open stores in Provi-
dence. He was successful in apprehending them, and bmuﬁht them part way back; but they
made known to him that they were ‘'masons, and he put them in custody of some masonic
brethren, and went another way, under pretence,-as he stated, of apprehending other .
He had scarcely turned his bav:{‘ before the men were missing; and it appeared he lﬁ‘;ﬁt
them in possession of his brethren in this way, in order that they might be missing. He did
not want to-dismiss them himself, but was willing that others should do what he was unwilling
to do hi .

I have these facts upon substantial evidence, and bring them forward to show, that masons
have considered their oaths binding, to the letter; and consequently, the position taken in the
address before us, is substantially correct. Since I have been in this city, I have conversed
with a venerable and respectable cler, n, whom I well knew in my youth; and in ‘respect
to this subject, he told me, that he had been a mason for many years; but for more than thirty
years he had had the same opinion of the institution, that it was dangerous to society, and sub-
versive of order; and that thirty years ago, he had a deliberate conversation with his
father, whether he should not sit down and write and publish all he knew. His father, upon
due consideration, advised him not to do so, saying, that he wvould not be believed, and that he
would lose his character and life, if he did it.

Mr. Newell, a missionary to the east, some time since deceased, was induced to take the
masonic degrees before he sailed. When he took the knight-templar’s degree, he was so gis-
gusted, that he said to his companion, “Why have you suffered me to be so ims:osed upon ;
my feelings have been shocked by these blasphemous rites. I will sit down and write all i
know about it, and efl{)ose it to the world, so that others may not be duped as I have been.”
His friend argued with him till midnight, to induce him not to his ilan into execution,
sa¥ing to him, that by such an act he would destroy his character and lose his life.

t has been stated in the address submitted for our consideration, that free-masons t not
to be eligible to offices of power and trust; that they are disqualified by the oaths whi
have taken, to fulfil such offices as the interests of the country require. This has been cony
sidered on the ground that they have taken these obligations. )

‘There is another part, to which I will just allude. It appears to me, that free-masons who
still adhere to the order, have disfranchized themselves. Thii be10{¥ to a distinct and separate
government, having no connection with the government of these United States. They have
a constitution and laws, which must come in collision with the laws of our own country. Now,
would we elect a Canadian to an office of power and trust in these United States? Would we
take from Great Britain a President for the United tate:inor take upon the bench a chief jus-
tice of the Union, belonging to another government? I think it worthy of remark, that they
who belong to a government, sui generés distinct from all other governments, and if they be~
long to a separate government, the position laid down in the address, is correct, and ‘ought to
be maintained. I will not say that all the members of the fraternity are ineligible to office.
For there are many who sincerely desire, with all their hearts, to be free; but scruples, and
many other strong cords, bind them to the fraternity. But those who adhere to them, and are
with them in heart, and consider themselves bound by their oaths and obligations, I do think
are ineligible to offices of power and trust. . .

It is unnecessary for nie to detain, and consume the time of this convention. We have the
address before us, and I have no doubt but it will be adopted. I shall vote for it, very cordially.
It is sufficient for this convention, and the support of it is sufficient for us, that we may all l5:.6\--
ticipate in it. 'We have, by virtue of an ex post facto law, passed aboug one month since, been
excluded from the Hall of Independence; but a note has ascended from this saloon, which
shall be wafted by every breeze, and thrill on every zephyr, in the east, in the west, in the
north and in the south. "And I trust, that future gengrations will find by happy experience,
that the trumpet did pot give an uncertain sound—gsn multitudes were ready to prepare them-
selves for battle.

Mg. DexrER, of Michigan.—Mr. President: I would, with other gentlemer who have
preceded me, give my Yoice in favour of the ability and truth of the ad to the people of
the United States. . .

The strong ground taken by that address, I presume to be this: that free-masonry isan
empire of itself, distinct from every government within whose limits it exists; thpg it its
laws paramount to all'other laws, its altars and its priests exalted above the religion of the

d.

Let it never be forgotten, that, in these United Staes, there are from one to two hundred
thousand men, who have sworn allegiance to laws not re: ized by our constitution—laws in
direct opposition to those of our land—laws cruel and abominable. ~This is not mere theory in
the masonic institution; but has been reduced to practice. We have seen these unlawful
oaths developed by the conduct of those who have sworn fealty to them. Can it be doubted
for a moment that the developements of masomx, by Bernard and others, aretrue? ‘We have,
sir, the substantial testimony of about five thousand seceding masons to this effect. In
addition to this, we have circumstantial evidence that is irresistivle, Why was Morgan
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murdered, if his book was not true? Why are seceders 8o bitterly persecuted, if it be not
pursuant to masonic oaths? We have the text and the commentary, in the masonic oaths,
and the conduct of masons for the last four years. . .

Here, then, isa masonic empire standing on its own foundation ; subordinate to no law, human
or divine. Its subjects are sworn, if they are master masons, fo ;mp each other’s secrets, murder
and treason excepted, and that left to their own election—to obey the grand hailing sign of distress
sent them from a brother at the risk of their own lives. They are sworn, if they are I:‘:El arch
masons, to keep each other’s secrets, murder and treason not excepted—Lo rescue each Jrom
danger, right or wrong. They are sworn, if they are illustrious kmﬁu of the cross, to revenge
mhodur':&jwia,mdm mhotw‘:gdwcdprefm. They are sworn, if they are
elected knights of nine, or illustrious elected of fifteen, to put to death any seceding mason of
those degrees. 'There is, moreover, a penalty of barbarous death attached to each degree from
the lowest to the highest, with one or two exceptions. o o

Will any man say, that this is not masonry? The edifice is one, the institution is one.
‘Will any mason deny that the upper degrees are genuine free-masonry? He may say that he
is ignorant of those dyegrees; but 1f he is iir::rant of any part of this institution, especially of
one so deeply suspected, he is ignorant at his peril. He gives the sanction of his name and
influence to masonry, and he is bound to have every reasonable assurance that the institution

is pure.

that constitutes an American citizen? Is it that he lives within the limits of these United
States—that he was born within certain boundaries, or has since submitted to certain ceremo-
nies of naturalization? These, sir, may be noeean.x, but he only is at heart an American,
who venerates the pure republicanism which our fathers bled to maintain—he who acknow-
I no laws paramount to those of his country and his God.

en a citizen of these United States kneels at the altar of masonry, when he swears
allegiance to her laws, he snaps asunder the ties that bind him to his country; he cannot at
the same time be the citizen of a free republic, and the subject of a despotic empire.

The address to which I have referred most justly observes, ¢ That all foreigners, even the
most enlightened, though ti\:g may be perfectly honest and capable, though they may reside
with us u;d their lg':’- eng; tl:e pract.;‘oal dt:onvom to the t.ruthBand beauty of our sys:?l;s, are

isqualif i e subjects of other governments. stronger reasons, adhering
;n‘l:gons are 4 ua.lilt’i]egd.” Of this, sir, there cf: be no donl)t..y Thelrxg are certain ties that
bind man to man, independent of all human government. It is the law of love, expressed in
the comprehensive words, to do to others as we would that they should do to us. e are the
children of the same common t, the subjects of the same divine authority. Wherever we
live, we may be the citizens of that great community, bound together by love to man and love
to . But free-masonry is bound by other ties—those of revenge and murder. The bonds
which unite masons together, separate them from the rest of the world. There are ties, where
the Christian religion i1s unknown, which the God of Nature has established, which bind man
to man: these masonry has thrown off. There are other and dearer ties, which bind Chris-
tians together all over the civilized world ; wherever the Christian he may find a Christian
brother ; but ma.sonrx has broken those iloly ties with the rest. Nothing must interfere with
her dark dominion: her priests, her altar, her laws, must be supreme. Every kind affection,
every virtuous sentiment, every holy principle, must be prostrated in the dust beneath the
wheels of the chariot of this idol of secrecy and sin.

Free-masonry, by mixgslling prayers with bloody and profane oaths, by uniting the
mummery of masonry wi gmngea from holy writ, by its impious titles, such as “ Most
‘Worshipful,” and “King of Heaven,” by insinuations in" the lower d and direct decla-
rations in the higher, stands forth as the apostle of Deism, if not of Atheism. In the knights
adepts of the eagle and the sun, the mason is thus addressed : * Behold this monster which you
must serpent which we detest as an idol, that is adored by the idiot and vulgar under
the name of religion.”

The sages of other times, who were not blessed with the light of Christianity, felt the
mnecessity of religion. Altars were built and temples were raised to a host of divinities ; their
praises were celebrated by the poet, and the philosopher bowed before their altars. It was
not, sir, merely to catch the eye of idiot wonder, that the splendid temples of the heathen
gods were thrown open to view ; it was not merely to exalt the priest, that in his gorgeous
and hallowed vestments, he burnt incense on the altar of the Roman and Grecian Jupiter.
Other and higher purposes were to be answered. The experience of the world has shown,
that man was made for religion, and religion for man. Remove from him those sentiments
which the all-seeing eye imposes on him, burst asunder the links which unite him to the throne
of the Creator, and man is worse than a wild beast. So far from being fit to govern others, he
would have no capacity for controlling himself.

nry, then, tears asunder, not only the ties which unite the citizens of a nation to each
other, but the sacred bonds which bind man to man, and man to his God.

‘Wl it be said, that these oaths, although taken by masons, are not considered by them to
be binding? It is impossible to fook into the heart of man; this can be done only by his
Maker; but it is fair to egx:esume that evil practicé is the result of wicked principles; that
masonic oaths are carri into action, unless they are renounced by the recipient. I know,
#ir, of no tyranny equal to this. The despotisms of Europe are liberty itself, compared with
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the dbminion which this secret society usurps over the conscience. Confine me in the deepest
dungeon that cruelty has invented—bind me in chains—my spirit is yet free: the soul cannot
be bound with iron 8 ; it may still wander through the regions of space, revisit the dear
scenes of its home, and rise in adoration to its God.  But masonry has devised chains which
bind the very soul down to darkness and spiritnal death. The unfortunate being who is
enticed wi}';hm lf":ar coils, is l:gd from step to a&ep, oaf.l; aﬁe; oa& is administe;e;i ; d?ll that
dece ope, , shame, curiosity can effect, is done for the purpose of leading the
mnm deeper and deeper into the dun;om of t.ltﬁs inquisition; the cords of maso i are
drawn harder and closer around their victim, until moral energy is vanquished ; and, like
Laocoon in the embrace of the serpent, limb after limb is enfolded ; resistance becomes weaker
and weaker, until the monster has poisoned with his breath, atid paralyzed within his coils, the
‘wretched victim of his cunning ferocity. It is thus, sir, that the soul is conquered ; virtuous
feelings are wealened ; the murmurs of conscience are smothered; until at last man’s
takes his flight, and the whole demon takes possession of his soul.

If this, air, seems to be the language of exaggeration, I refer you to the history of the
abduction of Morgan; men upon whose character there was no previous stain, became cor-
rupted by masonic oaths, until virtuous principles were conquered, and they who had been
good citizens until this monster had transformed them, now rose in rebellion against the laws
of their country. They who were husbands and fathers, robbed the wife of her husband, and .
children of their parent; they whose hands had been unstained, now found them red with
the blood of an unoffending citizen. For these reasons, I say, and so says the address, and
80 will every candid man say, that those who have taken these oaths, and confess their binding
obligation, are unworthy to exercise any office of trust under our free institutions.

Ir. SLADE, of Vermont, said he rose under much embarrasgment, after the able addresses
which had been drawn forth by the report under consideration ; but he could not permit the
occasion to without an expression of his views in connexion with its adoption.

‘We are, Mr. President, about to address our countrymen on a deep?v interesting subject.
The number and character of those we represent, the sul'iect of our deliberations, and the
influence which they may exert upon our country and upon the world, give to the act we are
about to perform, a character of peculiar interest. .

"The spirit of inquiry has been roused into action by a daring invasion of the rights of
one of our fellow citizens. "He was a member of the masonic institution. He had violated its
laws, and been doomed to suffer the execution of their penalty. 'The jealous spirit of free-
men was awakened, and their virtuous indignation enkindled. Free-masons had kidnapped
and murdered a fellow citizen, whose only crime was a violation of the secrets of their order ;
and those secrets, thus revealed, and thus proved by the acts of masons themselves to have been
truly revealed, presented, when brought to the light, a spectacle which excited the strong and
deep dinp?ro tion of the community. The excitement, at first confined to a small section of
the state of New-York, moved onward in the train of truth and reason. The cloud which, at
first, appeared in the distant horizon, “like a man’s hand,” soon rose and spread across the
heavens, and already overshadows our country.

The feeling which thus has assumed a distinet form, and a national character, was originally
treated as and ridiculous fanaticism. It was called a “ Jack-Cade excitement ;” and the
men who stood up in the face of a powerful and widely extended fraternity, and boldly
denounced their institution as the guilty author of the ou were assailed as disturbers of
the public peace, and hunted with the bitterest persecutions. 'They were, sir, a noble body of
men. Free-masonry will long have occasion to remember them !  They periled everg thmi
in their devotion to principle, with an intrepidity worthy the best days of our republic.
fully accord in the sentiment which has just been uttered with regard to these pioneers of
anti-masonry. I have no to express my admiration of their zeal, their firmness, and
their cons . They command my warmest gratitude, and they will commend themselves
to the gratitude of the world, as long as the world shall know that free-masonry once had an
existence. Had th:g yielded to fear, masonry might now have secretly triumphed, and it
tnight have continued to triumph to the end of time, in the successful exertion of its power to
executeits bloody penalties, and screen itself from merited condemnation. But republican
virtue proved too strong for it. In vain did masons de:’y the truth of the revelations of masonry.
In vain did they deluge the country with slanders of Morgan, and of the men who had con-
firmed the truth of his revelations, and of all who dared to arraign the institution at the bar of
public opinion. _The investigation went on. In the face of sneers, and ridicule, and denun-
ciation, 1t moved forward, and the cause of anti-masonry moved with it. Masons contemptu-
ously denominated the western part of the state of New-York the “infeeted district,” and
continually uttered their predictions that the good sense of the people would find a remedy for
the disease, and stop the ﬁarogresa of the contagion. But anti-masonry moved forward! It
reached the state which I have the honour, in part, to represent. Her intelligent population
awoke to the subject ; and after a memorable emggle of seven ballotings, her district”
returned a member to the of the United States upon anti-masonic ﬁ;mciplas. Penn-

Ivania, too, became aro and came up to the aid of our cause, in a 80| anx of fifty
:lmaui at her last gubernatorial election. And, strange to tell, the ““land of steady habits”

has caught the “ infection,” and sent to this convention a delegation, whose character is a
sure pledge of final success in that section of our country. The o form of one of them
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». Tenny, of Hartford] is now in my eye. Heeomestoperbrm,not,lho the last, but
c[:‘nainly one of the best, of the public ucyts of his life—that of bearing his demgie,ed testimony
against the institytion of free-mnsonrgé Sir, there are too many such men in the ranks of
anti-masonry to permit it longer to be called a fanatical excitement—too many, standing on
the borders of the grave, to permit it lo to be asserted that the hope of office constitutes
the leading motive of the effort to abolish the masonic institution.

[Mr. 8. was here called to order by the chair, upon the ground that he was indulging in a
range of remarks more apsropriate to the report on the subject of the rise and progress of anti-
masomg, than the one under consideration.] .

Mr. 8. explained, by rema.rkinslthat he had considered it as properly belenging to the report
under discussion, to contemplate the relation in which this convention stood, to the past as well
as the future—to look at the character and progyess of the excitement which had given birth to
the convention, that its claims upon the consideration of the public which it was about to ad-
dress, might be more fully understood and appreciated. But, said Mr. S. I cheerfully submit
to the deciston of the chair.

Permit me, then, Mr. President, to glance a moment at some of the results which may be
expected to follow our efforts in the cause in which we are en, 5

ur great aim is the complete prostration of the institution of free-masonry. ‘We would
break up its lodges, its chapters, and its encampments. We would strip from its officers their
gaudy trappings, and bloated titles, and mock cLiFnities, and bring them upon a level with the
plain, untitled citizens of the republic. 'We would convince its votaries of its ﬁ;‘mcmus char-
acter and tendency, and bring them up to the all-essential point of absolving their allegiance to
the institution, andyseparatir‘lﬁ themselves from it, for ever. We would, in short, prostrate this
“unhallowed tem’Ple,” so that ¢there shall not be left one stone upon another, that shall not
be thrown down.””" This is the direct and obvious purpose to be accomplished by our efforts.

But, sir, there are results indirectly connected with the existence of anti-masonry, which
present no ordinary claims to our regard. I allude to its influence upon the general character
of our country and of the age. In contem})lating the subject in this light, events of other times

nt a parallel which is not destitute of instruction. The reformation of the 16th century,
or example, though primarily a religious reformation, exerted, in various other respects, an
influence .of deep and lasr.inf importance to Europe and to the world. It was not a mere eman-
cipation from the spiritual dominion of the Papal See; but it broke the shackles which bound
the human intellect. It taught men to think; it brought mind into conflict with mind; it as-
serted the right of free enqu? and grivate judgment; and it kindled the spark of that liberty
which now burns upon the altars of our country. These effects naturally resulted from the
character of the evil upon which the force of that reformation was brought directly to bear.
And who, that is familiar with its origin and its history, can fail to see that, substantially, the
same causes are now in operation, and that they are tending to the production of the same
general results. -

An important era in the history of our own country illustrates the same principle. Urged
to the extremest point of endurance by British oppression, our fathers rose and asserted their
right to ind?endence. They put forth their strength, and were free. But, sir, there was
more in that freedom than a mere emancipation from the thraldom of a foreign power. The
conflicts of the revolution brought into vigorous exercise some of the noblest virtues that be-
long to our nature; and while the men whose souls were thus tried, were forcing their way to
freedom, they were fitting themselves, in an eminent degree, for its en‘jo ent. A cast was
ﬂven to their moral and intellectual character, which is now visible in all the institutions which

ey established.

nti-masonry, sir, possesses the elements of both the revolutions to which I have adverted.
I know, indeed, that there are those who affect to consider it as degrading to the moral and in-
tellectual character of our country. I regard it, sir, in precisel& the opposite light. The life
and soul of anti-masonry is a spirit of free enquiry, directed to the just ex}l)%sure of an institu-
tion, immoral in its tendency, and anti-republican in its whole structure. e spirit which the
abduction and murder of a free citizen originally produced, was, to use the language of a high
judicial functionary of your state, ‘“a blessed spirit.” It still retains that character. It was,
and it is, & virtuous indignation at the perpetration of wrong, and a determination to apply
every practicable corrective. It leads to a more just appreciation of the value of that libelﬁ,
80 dar:ﬁly invaded in the on of a free citizen, as well as of that life which was impiously
sacrificed upon the altar of free-masonry. It asserts the right of the people to investigate and
probe to the bottom, every public evil, and to apply such correctives as they may deem proper.
And it invigorates the public intellect, by directing its energies to the investigation of some of
the most interesting questions which can engage its attention. Masons may, indeed, deride
and denounce it, and exhaust upon it all the epithets of reproach and contempt. But every
intelligent, unbiassed statesman will see in it the strong characteristic traits of genuine repub-
licanism; ‘and regard it, even in its occasional excesses, as threatening no serious to
any thing, but the institution which it is its avowed and determined purpose, to destroy.
ir, in whatever light this subject is viewed, the act we are about to perform involves a high
responsibility to our country, to the age in which we live, and to all future time. Masonry
must be destroyed. It is an evil of incalculable magnitude. 'We owe it to our country and
we owe it (o the world, to strike a blow which it shall feel, to the utmost limits of it empire.
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“The appeal we are about to make, is to a people dmmgushed for their intelligence and their
virtue. Itisan apg:al to their sober judgment, and to the best feelings of their nature. It
will not—it cannot be made in vain. ]

And in making this appeal to them, we make it to the world. In acting on the public senti-
ment in our own country, we act upon it every where. Europe will feel the im we are
now giving to the cause of anti-masonry. She felt that which was given to the kindred cause
of liberty, by the declaration of our independence: and France, at this moment, bears grati-
fying testimony to the powerful and enduring influence of our immortal Revolution. Masonry,
even in Europe, must yet be made to tremble before the majesty of public opinion; and, ‘if
anti-masons are true to themselves and to their cause, she will fall before it—and fall, I trust,
to rise no more.

MRg. Sewarp.—Mr. President, as the convention seems not disposed, at this moment, to
proceed to the question upon the address, I have thought that I might not waste time unneces-
sarily, in making a few observations. i

I was one of those who in the convention of the state of New-York, had the honour to join
in recommending to the people of the United States, to meet at this place, and upon this oeca-
sion, for the redress of what you and I-thought te be a matter of common interest and concern
to the people of these United States. By a large, respectable, and intelligent portion of our
fellow-citizens, that recommendation has been heard ; and this convention shows that it has
been answered.

Now, sir, the address which has been reported by this committee, is the means of extend-
ing the principles that sent us hither, into those parts of our common country which have
not yet been agitated by them. This address is the measure which is to excite public atten-
tion, and to direct public enquiry.

The question is, whether this address shall be adopted. And is there a man in my hearing,
‘who does not feel that it is one of the most important questions which could occupy the atten-
tion of this body? Who that is familiar with the histo‘x;y of the rise and progress of secret
societies in the states of New-York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, apd all the other sections in
which the question has been agitated, who does not know that it is, wherever agitated, a
question of perilous moment—a question either fraught with evil, or productive of the most
efficient good? It becomes us to deliberate upon the question, whether we will extend these
principles further.

The question whether secret societies shall longer exist in this-country, under our free in-
stitutions, is indeed a new question ; and for that reason it encounters opposition: and there-
fore, those who have put it to the people, meet with clamour and approbrium. But without
impughing—for I am unwilling to impugn the motives of any man or set of men—I will ob-
serve, it is fair to believe that Sue preconceived prejudices in favour of an institution which in
some parts of the country has committed no foul acts of treason or insubordination to the go-
vernment, may have induced many men to believe, honestly and sincerely, that the movers
of this question are, what they are represented to be, disorganizers and ambitious politicians.
But, sir, by others than these, it will be admitted, that though preconceived notions of the im-
portance of particular measures, and of the value and merits of particular men, have induced
them to shut their eyes to the knowledge that this great inquisition is going forward in the
public mind; cxet let me say, that the question cannot be evaded; it must be met. It de-
mands and it challenges the attention of this people.

The press has been arrayed, with but few exced}]nions, against it; politiciang of all classes
and all grades—men who seek their interest and their renown in the glory and honour of this
government—nave all combined to stop it. The pulpit has denounced it; the government of
the states has denounced it; the press has denounced it; and it has been denounced in every
private circle and in every E:;)lic meeting: and what has been the result? .

Four years since, the first unfortunate event (fortunate in another point of view,) took
place: and you find in the state of New-York—and I claim but little of the merit of the
character which is ascribed to that state, to its most intelligent inhabitants, and its beautiful
and favoured region—yes, in the land which is. peopled from the land. of ste: habits

- and patriotism,—you find, that %p;;:)sition to secret societies has become the fundamental
principle of political faith. And he that has raised his voice against the expression of
that public_opinion, has felt, and will feel, that it was an unfortunate hour in which the tem-
porizing spirit of submission to secret societies, led him to sell his conscience and his duty,

the paftry hope of ingratiating himself with the inmates of the secret conclaves of free-
masonry.

Buﬂir, this flame of anti-masonry, vilified, ridiculed, despised anti-masonry, which has not
had the might of the press, or the good opinion of influential men, who have heretofore flourished
in this nation,—what has it done? Look around you, and ask m'?7 man who knows the fact,
whether what there is of talent and resgecw.bility, what there is of virtue in this convention,
is selected from the talent, the respectability, or the virtue of any party or parties which ever

itated any part of this community? S8ir, they are new-made men; the'i are the made men
:glami-masonry. It is the opposition to secret societies which has called them forth. And in
the energy and dignity of freemen, with which, in the face of this community, we are prosecu-
'.i'nf this cause, you have an indication of that virtue, of that spirit, that redeeming spirit which
called into existence the liberty and independence of this people. .
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But, sir, this spirit has not been confined to the favoured rein‘: of the western part of the
state of New.York. It has traversed the boundary lines; it has called forth the same spirit
in the sister states—and the same kind of men. :

But it has been said that this anti-masonry is the fanatic creature of the politics, the furious
politics of the state of New-York. It is not so, sir; the observation of every member of this
convention will bear me witness of it. ‘The opposition to secret societies, is the energetic, de-
liberate effect of the principles of the cause, upon the farmers of the state of New-York. All
other professions classes of politicians have furnished but a scanty quota to the strength
which the party holds. Free-masonry, and political parties embrace almost the whole. It is,
then, certain, that if so large a portion of this community have become awakened, this spirit
cannot subside. The question must be met and decided. .

And upon what principle of our government shall we not meet the case? Shall it not be met
because it is a new question? But new questions have arisen, and will arise. And it is as
unwise in us, to attempt to avoid the investigation of every new da.nier, and every new abuse
as it would be in the man who, having built a strong ship, and set himself afloat in it, should
trust it among the breakers, without sounding-line or helm.

Mr. President, shall we refuse to meet this question, because it is one inconsistent with the
exercise of our rights as citizens? If there be any who have thought so, I beg them to refledt
upon the principles and organization of the society of free-masons. I beg them to reflect upon

e principles on which this government is organized. And then, I s:g, if they take the society
of free-masons in the most favoured light in which it can be presented by its own members and
writers, it is, no less than this, a society of men affiliated together by mutual and secret oaths
for their mutual benefit and protection. A society which is coextensive with the limits of our
territory, and capable of concentrating its power at any and all points of this Union, by means
of secret signs and signals of its members.

Now this is the most favoured light in which any, in which free-masons would themselves
hold up their institution to the community. -

Let us, then, sup) that free-masonry had never emerged from its embryo state ; that it
had never crossed the Atlantic, and found its place in this land ; I put it to these grave men,
who have been reared in the nurture and admonition of our revolutionary worthies—and you
are men who value the liberties which you have inherited from them—I gut it to all good men
and citizens ; would you, if the proposition were now to be made, would you, if it were now
proposed to establish just such an institution, would you give it your support? No, sir, there
1s no man who does not better understand the principles of this government. There is no man
who for one moment would say, let it be established. Much less is there & man who would say,
in view of all its consequences, that he would submit to its rites and ceremonies. And why
would he say 50? Why would public opinion be thus opposed to it? 'What are the objects
of this institution? Suppose its advocates should say, cﬁm‘ty, heavenly charity ; would not
the statesman and philanthropist say, there needs in this land no such organization for charity ?
‘Would not he who understands the principles upon which it is ropoae‘}‘tg be established, tell
you, that your charity system is but an insurance office, in which you require more to be given
to the institution, than shall be given back?

But whatever the arguments may be in favour of that charity, would not all men say, that
this charity is purchased at too dear a rate, by or?nizing a band of secret affiliated brothers,
and putting into their hands the means of concert for their mutual advantage and mutual pre-
ferment, to an unlimited extent.

But if it again were asked, what are the further advantages? I ask, of those who kmow
and defend the masonic institution, to tell us—tell us, what other advantages they would pro-
m, what could the};fpropose to the society or to the community? Not one. For of all the

ted pretensions of free-masonry, charity is the only one which has at all withstood the
four years’ fire, and the exposition of its enormities.

Then, the patriot and philanthropist would sa%al see in this institution that there is secrecy ;
he would say, and-truly say, that secrecy is the badge of a tyrannical government ; it is unsafe

dangerous in a republican government. He would say, were it proposed to bind mem-
bers by oath to vote for each other, it is the worst feature of an aristocratical government. So,
sir, in ever'xl point of view in which it could be presented, it would be met indignantly, and re-
peﬁed, by the people of this community.

Now it is no hypothetical case; it is not proposed to organize in this land a band of affiliated
brothers for their own mutual advantage ; it is not so proposed, because it is already done. .
This band of affiliated brethren, which no man, not even a mason himself, would vote for the
establishment of, if proposed now, is in full and complete organization. , Let me add, if it were
known that such a society was intended to be organized, wf; t would be the righteous conduct
of the people in relation to it? Would they say, go on and orfanize your society, establish its
government ; fortify it, and seize hold of its l(powerz-), take hold of its government, and give
an opportunity to make experiments; and if no lives are lost, no serious depredations com-
mitted, and no danger apprehended, the institution shall stand 7

‘Would they not rather say, we will not wait for the accomplishment of this scheme of tyranny.
Did our forefathers wait ?

Three cents tax upon a pound of tea was a small matter ; but it was the entering wedge,
which this community would not suffer to be applied to the fabric of her liberties, And now,
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if this institution does exist, and does exist with no.more serious eharfu than I have brought,
and can maintain against it ; and if the question is, whether it shall stand or fall, who can
heeitatelw say that it must Jm to the shades m which it :TanaudT tIl: cannot be other-
wise. It is the intelligence of this community which is arrayed against the organization of
secret societies, which may endanger the pubh{ peace, and emL.nger the public welfare; and
upon that there can be no mistake. .

Let this address go forward to the world, to this commumt{‘,and thisgnatgo e; and just
80 sure as it goes, just so sure will it return back to those who send it, with the blessings and
thanks of a redeemed people. I will not draw a picture of the evil consequences which must
result to this people from the perpetuity of secret societies ; I will not look forward to the pe-
riod, when in time of peace our government shall be subverted by factions and secret iza-
tions ; I will not look to the time, when the public peace shall be disturbed by the Ewleu
acts of men, directed by the midnight conclave ; I will not look forward to the time when
‘the arm of this government shall be unnerved in war, by the secret factions of designing de-

es !

uch a time I may, in the prophetic spirit of another, be enabled to say, may come! and if
it must: Tarda sit illa dies, et nostro serior @vo—** Long may it be before that day arrives, and
after our period of existence.”

Maz. WaLxer, of Massachusetts, rose to read the celebrated letter of John Anderson to a
member of Congress, offering him a bribe of 500 dollars, for his assistance in procuring the

ing of an act then pending, for the allowance of a claim of Anderson’s. e letter con-
tained an agpea.l to the member as a supposed brother mason. The honourable gentleman
happening, however, not to be a mason, exposed him. He referred to the proceedings of Con-
gress at the time, for this letter, and the facts regarding it.

M-g. Cooxe said, he would detain the convention but a moment. It had been said in the re-
port, that the binding link, the strength of the whole chain, consisted in the force of masonic
oblightions. He thought it highly important that it should be well understood by the whole
community, why it is considered right and proper to violate masonic obligations. Ample jus-
tice had been done to the seceders; but, he continued, I would barely remark, that, in com-
paring their example with that of our forefathers, and particularly where Washington is alluded
to, the circumstances do not bear a very striking analogy.

It has been urged and established, that masonic oaths from the commencement are not bind-
ing; that th:x have no force, having been imposed by fraud and imposition. But what was
the oath which Washington and his compatriots took? Was it an oath which was from the
commencement void and of no effect? Not agreeable to the laws of our country, or the laws

- of Great Britain? The oath which they took was lawful; it was commendable, it was in
conformity to their constitutional birthright. Sugh was the oath imposed on the men of that
time.

'Yet when necessity required it, did they hesitate to throw off the shackles, and declare that
oath void? 'We see that the obligation, which was mutual protection, had been withdrawn ;
and from that time the oath became void and null, and was so treated. .

‘When the fraternity resort to the character of that great man; when they invoke his spirit
to rise up and support masonry, it is humiliating in the extreme ; that the spirit of that man .
should be invoked for the support of that which he despised and renounced ; and shall the de-
Ened spirit of that man be alluded to, to support an institution like this, which he is well

own to have renounced and condemned ? i

This is a circumstance which I thought worthy of consideration. The seceders have alluded
to many instances where masonic oaths have taken effect, contrary to the oath of allegiance,
when imposed upon the recipient. . .

There was one instance which came to my own knowledge : an acquaintance of mine, re-
siding in Canada, was an officer in the British service during the revolutionary war. He was
of that class termed tories, a native of New-Jersey ; and while stationed in New-York, he
was employed as a spy ; he was respectable, and in his Majesty’s service. That man de-
clared, that when he was found to be a spy in the American camp, he made himself known as
a mason, and means were adopted formn.énghises‘:fe.

Not after this the same person who had effected his release, was thrown into the British
eamga.n apprehended as a spy; and, by the merest accident, this individual found out that
his friend was now in confinement with the British army ; he felt impelled to seek out the
culprit, and to take measures, by which he effected his escape.

. SLapE, of Vermont, Mr. ARMSTRONG, of New-York, and Mr. Morsg, of New-Jersey,
addressed the chair in support of the address. No notes of these remarks, sufficiently accurate
for publicati n‘rhave been received up to thé time when it was necessary to send these sheets
to the press. heywillappearinan;%?endn,xfmelyedinﬁm

‘The address was unanimously adopted, and a resolution passed by unaniinous consent, that
it be subscribed by every member of this convention with his name, . i

ELLMAKER, of Pennsylvania, made a report on the Presidential nomination, concluding
with a resolution. [See the Joi and the Reports.]

The report and resolution were laid upon the table.

Adjourned to 4 o’clock, P. M.
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Thursday, 18th Sspt. 1830, .

The vr:’pon of the committee on the spirit of a.m.i-masong bemg_ukep n&, . .

Mg. Warbp, of New-York, moved that it be adopted. He said—This, Mr. President, is the
spirit in which we meet ¢ it is a spirit with which we are all acquainted, and one that I wish

men were perfectly familiar with. The report dates the origin of this spirit some years

t. It does not commence with the offence which brought forth the anti-masonry of this day.

t goes back to that period when the writings of certain distinguished citizens and foreign-
ers first awakened a spirit of opposition to free-masonry in this country.- ‘

It is an interesting fact, and one important to be known, that the spirit of anti-masol
existed many years ago in this country ; and yet most of us were born strangers to it. S
it be 80 with the anti-masonry exhibited at this day? Does the same fate await our efforts,
which has befallen the efforts of our predecessors ?

This is an important question, involving the interests of the whole cause.

Among those who distinguished themselves of old in opposing free-masonry, were masons of
hi‘gh standing. The first and principal a.mon%t.hem was professor Robisonlfone who in early
life distin, '%\ed himself in the British navy. He accompanied General Wolfe to this country,
was at tﬁzm conquest of Quebec, dwelt in Russia in the service of the Russian government,
was recalled after three .iears from Russia, to be made ﬁrofessor in the university at Edin-
burgh. He was one of the first lights of anti-masonry. His character and integrity were of
the highest order. He was afterwards elected a member of the American philosophical
society, of which Mr, Jefferson was president. He was also elected a member of the imperial
society at Petersburg, of which there can be but six foreign members on earth.

Such a man as this, in love, candour, and truth, came forward and testified boldly and
frankly, giving his declaration under his own name, showing the da}x:ﬁers of free-masonry,
especially the higher degrees. He was: accom&anied by Barreul. 'While one, a Fren
was writing in one part of the world, the other, a Scotchman, closeted in Edinburgh, each
unknown to the other, was writing upon the same subject. They both wrote in the same
spirit, each resorting to the same documents. These men, in all the efforts made at that time,
were put in the front of battle.

They were dist.inEuished men, especially Dr. Robison. Their weight of character and
previous fame brought around them men of standing and of character ; and yet, while we find
the names of many of their inferiors immortalized, ﬁ\e names of these distinguished individuals
have been entirely overwhelmed, and their reputation grossly injured.

I can speak for one and for a great many: the names of ]ga.rreul and Robison were only
known to me, until three years past, as names of reproach. Had I been thrown in their way,
I should have shuddered at their approach—so effectually had the many-mouthed monster *
‘assailed their character. Yet the spirit of anti-masonry ‘was then as it is now; it came forth
with n}ild{less, with patriotism, and with documents to sustain it; but free-masonry was too
strong for it.

Now, let us look around, and see what is better in the prospect at this day, to give courage
to those who come out from the fraternity, and to afford them the power of escaping the fate
of those great men. One of the first things, and one of the great things, to seeure men of this
age against a similar fate, is the concentration of moral force, which we are able to produce by
the action of our palitical institutions.

Now we can array men, by the simple organization which the course of politics takes in
this country, in & manner which no human, no other moral effort, is capable of. It is in this
course, that anti-masons of the present dn{nhave a reasonable hope to escape the fate of their
predecessors, and in this course alone. I know of none other by which they can expect to
conquer the spirit of free-masonry, and to come off triumphant.

e spirit of anti-masonry has ever been one of kindness and correctness. It will be found
80 _in the writings of Robison and Barreul. The works of these men, instead of being of an
evil-minded, calumniating, prevaricating character, will be found among the mest correct,
explicit, and documentary productions ever written. It is especially so with that of Barreul.
Their efforts were not "directed against free-masons, but against the institution. The
true spirit of anti-masonry cares not for men, neither masons nor anti-masons—it eares for
things. It takes care for the system of free-masonry, to put it away, and to defend the com-
munity agdinst this dangerous and secret enemy.

The same course of calumny which was pursued ageinst those who fbwht the battle tbi.rz
or forty years ago, is adopted against anti-masons of the present day.” We are charged wi
being in pursuit of men ; “with proscribing men ; and aiming our shafts at men. But far be
it from us; this is not our spirit; it is not the spirit of anti-masonry. I can speak with
confidence ; for if the saying be true, ¢ once @ mason, always a mason,” then I am & mason, and
I may be allowed to speak freely, both for the sgirit of free-masons and of anti-masens. I think
I ma{ab: said in this way to understand the subject.

It been charged \:-gon men, standing as [ do, that they have abandoned the institution
without consulting with their brethren. If we have gone heedlessly against our brethren, we
are to blame ; but the fact is otherwise ; we have wearied them out with intreaties ; the anti-
masons have not gone carelessly against their brethren in the institution. These who have
seceded have made their first efforts with the masons themselves ; we knew not how to give
them up, we will never give them up; we havo looked to them, and will look to them, as good
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men and brethren; and while they are adhering and we depart from the institution, we count
them as unfortunate, instead of traducing and vilifying their name; we impute it to their
misinformation, and to the blindness brought ntgon them by the manifold pretensions of free-
masonry, and not to their love of the follies of the lodf-room.

It is true, Mr. President, and I am sorry to say it, that those who have seceded, and have
been placed in the front of the battle, are represented and reia.rded as men of desperate cha-
racter, and desperate principles ; men who seek for nothi ut a revolution, by which they
may gain advantage; as those who have now no hold on life or society. I wish to set this
matter in its true light; to make those who are now under the sound of my voice acquainted
with some of the facts attending the first opefations in this business. While I give a word of
my own experience, I will speak for a great many others.

First, seem%)the dangerous conse&.uences which grow out of the masonic institution, what
should one do but deal with his brethren? This was done—it was done extensively, it was
done kindly. And the uniform result was, and there was not an exception for many months,
that every effort of the kind was repelled by the brethren of the masonic institution; they
shut their ears and drew away the shoulder; they refused to hearken. Finding that nothing
could be done by this course in Massachusetts, an appeal was made to gentlemen, masons, in
the west of New-York, and in the midst of their capital, to some of their foremost men ;
an effort was made from house to house, as Paul preached the gospel, and, I trust, not a little
in the sg‘ijrit of the ﬂ)spel ; to deal with them man by man; in this hope, that if the truth was
not in this breast, they might kindlinput it there; and if it was, that they might become wise,
before the great public obtained the knowledge ; that if free-masonry were an imposture in all
its parts, they should come out_from it, and throw away the bone of contention, before it was
ignominiously wrested from their hands.

‘What was the result? After weeks of labour, and hard labour, receiving many times harsh
and unkind words, and sometimes a repulse, ten men, free-masons, convened in one room,
and, thm}gh they had no tyler at the door, they had no intruders. We went over the whole
subject of masonic pretensions with carefulness, and examined it closely, and calmly; those

resent agreed as to the truth, but could not agree what to do with it ; and they dispersed.
x.)l'he views advanced there were such as have been advanced here, but then they were sub-
mitted to the fraternity only. ‘A plan was well matured; it was thought that something
might be done, by sending forth a man in the spirit of love and unity, one of their own mem-
bers, to go round and instruct masons in the deceitfulness of the arts and mysteries of free-
masonry ; and to give him countenance, they should furnish him with letters of introduction
to influential and leading masons in other places ; but this plan failed—the brethren could not
consent to it. .

Then what should we do? There was no other way.left but to come out publicly and
separately, unless we could consent to let the imposture go on unheeded, while it trampled
our rights, with our reputation, in the dust.

Thus is the spirit of anti-masonry—a candid and an independent spirit, which dealt with
free-masons at the beginning, and seeks still to do so, by making them acquainted with facts
before unknown to them ; clearly proving that they labour under a mistaken view of the
character of the mystery. It seeks in kindness to bring them from the strong grasp of their
adversary ; it seeks to do them no harm, but to deliver them from bondage, to rescue them
from the iron yoke of a mystical despot. So much for the spirit of kindness.

There is another view. The spirit of anti-masonry aims at the destruction of free-masonry ;
it seeks its object by means well set forth in the documents presented to this convention. {ts
aim is to root out this viciows plant from all our soil, and I trust even more; for I hope it is
not a spirit circumseribed like the obligations of masonry ; that it does not regard merely the
little circle of one state, or of the United States; that it does not regard North America alone ;
but that it is a broad and liberal spirit, embracing the whole world.

‘We have lessons of instruction from free-masonry, of what it is necessary for us to do. It
is a maxim of that institation, that every mason is every where a mason ; and I wish every
anti-mason to remember it, that ¢ every mason is every where a mason.” 'The illustrations of
history will show the truth of this maxim. The anecdote related by the gentleman from N. J.
(of one who, upon the American frontier, by a singular interchange of civilities between na
tional enemies, rescued the guilty traitor from apprehension,) is an illustration of the truth of
this maxim. And there are a’ thousand such things to be gathered up in the history of the
world.

On this principle of the order, we are not secured against the system, by rooting it out of
one county, or state, or out of the United States, or even out of the western hemisphere. I
would go on no Quixotic expedition ; I would not advocate measures which might seem like
seeking battle with those not fairly before us. But we ought to viéw the spirit of anti-masonry

as opposed to free-masonry, wherever it exists; we are but poorly acquainted with our enemy,
if we expect to triumph rKy any partial success. Though we expose the mygtexz at once, it
has the power of extending itself in new degrees ;_if ex¢lled from Philadelphia altogether, it
would not be Icm§ before it would push in from New-York and Baltimore, and fasten itself
upon the vitals of the city. It would return with threefold vigour. It is the confident boast
of the fraternity, that it has power, when this storm is over, to rise again, take root deeper,
and push forth its branches wider. If we engage at all, we engage with the monster as it exists
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inall the earth. The d officers of the grand lodges hold regular communications, from New-
York to London; fmgaé‘harleswn to Paris; and probably from Philadelphia to Amsterdam :
the fraterhity are one—a single band, closely united in all Christendom ; strike one, and all are
wounded ; this is their nature ; and as such, we have to make our arrangements to meet them.
‘We have to seek for the enlightening of the public mind ; for the setting forth of the true cha-
racter of the institution, all over the earth ; and thus we may defend ourselves, not only against
the machinations, but against the return of free-masonry. It is a great institution, and as
such, calls for the powerful and determined spirit of opposition. It has been tried in warfare,
it is a veteran in dpegperate struggles, and it remains yet to be subdued. )

‘We have to meet with difficulties, which will call forth from every supporter of our cause
the best exertions of talent, and the kindest of feelings towards those opposed to us, and the

ighest efforts of freemen, in behalf of our civil liberties and civil institutions. .
hope it will go on triumphing. I hope that we shall keep in mind those times, when
the friends of our cause came forth and were put down ; swept away with a flood of calumny ;
and that we shall be nerved by their unworthy fate, the stronger for this battle ; that we
may use greater diligence ; that we may go on with a %uicker step, and livelier i:ope, toa
speedy victory over the institution—not only in this land, but throughout the earth.

The report was then adopted.

Mg. Mognss, of New-York, from the committee on the truth of the disclosures of masonry,
made & report, which being taken up, " :

Mr. Topp, of Pennsylvania, said, in reference to this report, that the masons resorted to
falsehood and prevarication, in order to impress the idea on the community that the disclosures
made of masonry were not true. A mason pretending candour, said to him, when ques-
tioned upon the truth of the oath, as laid down in “Bernard’s Light on Masonry,” “I can
assure you upon the honour of a man, that I never took such an oath.” I asked him whether
it was not a part of it—he said nothing. I asked another, whether the penalties were true—
he was silent. A day or two afterwards he came to-me and said, * You inquired of me some-
thing about the penalties of masonry—I never saw them inflicted.” He then talked about a
book eulogisirig masonrg, and endeavored to prove that it made men love the ladies better !
Mg. Topp then gave a description of a lodge, and concluded by saying that a dng?er was used
in it,—and for what? It was an instrument used by no nation in the whole world for capital
executions. Insome countries, for the execution of the laws, the guillotine was used—in some the
rope, and in others the bow-string, but in none the dagger. It was, and always had been, the
instrument of the assassin, from the murderers of olden time to the present.

Mz. Re£b, of New-York.—It perhaps becomes my duty to bear testimony to the truth and
disclosures of free-masonry. I rise not to boast; for w{en I look back upon the masonic
degradation to which I have submitted, it gives me no oglessing sensation, But in the same
spirit as I then trusted, and now trust, of duty to my God and my country, when I saw naked
before my eyes, in a land of freedom, masonry triumphing over the.laws of the land, I con-
sidered it my duty to burst her shackies, and declare that this book (Light on Masonry) may

forth to the world with my testimony toitstruth. I declare in the presence of this audiencs,
that substantially true are the disclosures of free-masonry, as found in Elder Bernard’s book.
I ask not your sympathy for submitting to the ceremonies of initiation—being duped into
them. I ask not zour sympathy because I have broken my allegiance to the institution. No,
sir, I look upon that act as one of the proudest of my life. ,

‘What claim have they upon me or others, when they have set at nought the laws of God
and of man? Yea, sir, under fraud and deception did they call me into her embrace ; and
when safety permitted, I broke forth. It is true, sir, when she held out to me that the
truths of Revelation would be better understood through masonry, I ought not to have been
duped by it. Did the author of Revelation indict pass:ﬁes which could only be expounded in
the lodge-room, with a tyler at the door, filching from the pockets of them that would learn ?
No, sir, I should have Known better ; but she holds forth to allure us great earthly benefits.
She tells us of teaching geometry, the arts and the sciences. She racompenses, and more than
recompenses, what she asks for mitiation. But laok at the hool;—looll()eupon the degrading
steps which her rules compel you to take. Where is her science? Her seience consists in
telling the candidates that h means Marrow. ‘

I ask, then, upon the ground of fraud and deception, can she claim me, and bind me down to
her bloody altars, when under the basest of impositions, she made me swear allegiance to her?
No, sir. ‘Does she not inculcate duties diametrically optposed to our dutics to government?
She has no n"jghtful claim upon me to conceal the crime of a master mason, murder and treason
only excepted, or left to my own election. But when she carries her demands still further, and
when the hand of a brother is imbued in the blood of some citizen, and she requires concealment,
without exception of murder or treason, it would be treason to my country, if I should support
and uphold her. Ihave broken away from her: it was not done in a spirit_of madness and
revenge, I declared my conviction while her followers were assembled around me, before I
proclaimed them to the world. Tasked them to send back their charter, and to become free citi-
zens of a free land. These l!‘)roposals were met only b{ expressions of insult and looks
of vengeance. I still followed her with kindness in_the public prints, and asked her follow-
ers to examine the principles on which she was built ; supgosing there might be some who
yet had the candour toJook at her real character; and I am happy to say there were those wha
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did so. I simply asked them to consider, when accused l:y her enemies of coneeah:ﬁ‘treuon
and murder, whether in the hour when her temple should fall and bury her in ruins, they could
devise the means of escape. Did she return thi sgi.rit of kindness? No, sir; for this simpl
demand, was I hunted down and persecuted. Stch I conceive to be the difference of her spiri
from that of anti-masonry; for men who had called me friend—those whom I had reason to
believe respected me, turned my bitterest foes. I say, then, can an institution which leads her
me(xi!:bl(lau.inw g(uch acts, whose spirit is that of cruelty and revenge, be worthy of our respect
and allegiance N ) .

It is true, that the book of which William Morgan is styled the author in the report just
read, and which he sealed with his blood,—I say, it is so, that the truth of that book was de-
nied in the same community and by the same citizens, who had seen Morgan dragged from his
home, never to return, for publi that book. The same citizens who had seen his widow
and orphans left dependant, for no other object (as they testified themselves, to the court, while
pleading guilty of the abduction of Morgan,) than that of preventing him from revealing the
secrets of free-masons—those same citizens declare that same book is not masonry! If, then,
she will teach her members to deny the truth, when there are such convincing proofs, will she
not teach them to deny it in every instance? But I ask, sir, in what spirit, and in what man-
ner does she deny the revelations as they now stand before the world? Do they deny, like in-
nocent men? Do her followers, like the followers of truth, take the same measures and course
that others take, to dispel calumny and abuse on their institution? Has she ever met it in the
face of day? she ever been willing to meet and canvass the subjects of the revelation?
No, sir; she has for ever shrunk back into her dark caverns, for the purpose of exciting and
concerting new vengeance and new methods of calumny, to stop the mouths of her opposers.
She has heard, in open court, of the truth of the disclosures: evidence has been introduced to
show that they were true. Ffee-masons of high standing—men high in life, and in the com-

munity—have stood by and heard witnesses swear to it. If false, why not come forward and
so swear. If this was a lie, if the book is a calumny, I ask why do they not, at such time, and
on such an occasion, prove it to be so? Men adhering to the institution, men who believe
their masonic oaths binding, have been called under such circumstances: they have then ap-
peared: the question has been put to them, Is that book substantially true? What was their
answer }—was it No? No, sir: it was a refusal to testify at all, even when subjected to heav
fine and imprisonment for not testifying. Such is the character of the proof on one side: an

we, who have discarded her, stand y to meet them at any time—we are ready to declare
the truth of the proposition ; but she dare not meet inquiry, controlling as she supposes public
opinion, and grasping as she does, to withhold all methods of communication from the public
eye.. She supposed that she, could silently trample us down, and all our opposition ; but the
book has gone forth to the world, and haa{een testified to, by many, and it not been de-
nied in any such full and a}lblic manner as to excite a doubt. . Where any dispute has arisen,
it has not been denied. hen met, and called upon to prove it false, she stands, and must
stand, convicted. It has been here said, in some remarks which have been made, that the pe- -
nalty of her oaths were never calculated to be enforced. I will detain you but a few moments
on thi (Foint. For if there should be any doubt, in addition to the convincing proof which has

been offered here, and which no man can deny, who will open his eyes examine it, after

- the convincing proofs which silenced the author of the revelation of the three firat defrees, I
will make two or three remarks on the degree referred to by the gentleman from Pennsylvania ;
premising, that in every stage, the candidate is required to swear, that he will abide by all the
ancient usages of the society. This deg:e was chosen, and put into their books; and is in all
their books, for the p of telling the manner of execution. It was founded on the death
of a traitor, a man who, from the nature and tendency of the degree, having told masonic se-
crets, and l’:mwing the penalty that awaited him, had fled; and Solomon had despatched
messengers to bring him Eck; but they, in their zeal to execute the penalty, had not waited
till he was brought before king Solomon, to receive sentence, but gave the fatal blow in the
cavern where he was found. Solomon is represented, at first, as being a little displeased ; but
after informing them that they must have orders from Jerusalem, the assassins are made the
first men of the degree, and ars exalted to its highest honours. It must be referred to Jerusa-
lem. This is explanatory of the remarks of the gentleman from New~York, when remarking
about Morgan confined in Fort Niagara. After the gentlemen had met and consulted on his
murder, and concluded they could not do it that.might, they told him, that they must go to
Jerusalem, that in this degree they were to go to Jerusalem for the executioner, .

But the time of the convention has been sufficiently spent upon this subject, though an im-
portant one—the corner-stone upon which is built anti-masonry. For if these ohligations be
not true, what interest has anti-masonry to op) them? It is now foyr years since some of
the facts in this case have been before the world; and almost three years, have the remainder
been known. This institution has been arraigned at the bar of public opinion, and why does
she not answer? She cannot; she dare not: let her stand, then, conyicted, And what an
interest has this convention, what a high and deep interest has all this community, and the
land, if these oaths are true! I ask, then, as free citizens—as people jealous of your liberties,
to look at Elder Bernard’s Light on Masonry : read there in these degrees, the foul conspiracy
which she may conceive in her dark caverns, when no eye can be upon her, when no arm can
inflict the penalty. Isay, then, act as becomes frec men—as the disciples of those who, in
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yonder building, pledged their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honour, in defence of that
nstrument.

Mar. Stevens.—Mr. President, before this report is adopted, I shall trouble you for a few
minutes, in stating the reasons which induce me to vote for its adoption. I consider this the
‘most important report to come before this convention, or upon which we shall be called to act.
It embraces the whole foundation upon which the superstructure of anti-masonry has been
built, and is to stand, so long as it shall stand. If the repoft, with regard to thesedisclosures,
is true, then we need not call on any man, and ask him whether masonry is to be justified or
not? For I venture to say, alf that is necessary in an intelligent community, is, to present to
disinterested men, this proof. If this proof be unsuspected, and beyond refutation—and the
‘obligations herein disclosed, contain the spirit and the principles of the masonic institution, the
great and only difficulty which we have to encounter, is in convincing and persuading men to

lieve that these disclosures are true. L . . .

1 propose, then, briefly to enquire into the testimony before this convention—to enquire
whether that testimony, 1f taken according to the strictest rules of evidence, according to the

rinciples of the common law, is sufficient to authorise this body, gravely to passa verdict in
?avour of the report, and against the institution which it implicates. .
- 1 am aware that this discussion will be dry, though I promise it shall be short. It will be
dry, because it will not be addressed to the fancy or feelings, but to the judgment, of the tri
of this important question. . . -

‘What then, sir, is the question which we are called on to decide? - An institution which
extends over the civilized wotld, embracing men of every rank, both in office and out of office—
those of high intellectual endowments, and apparently of fair eharacter—this institution is
‘accused before the tribunal of the people of this country, of being bound together, by the con-
stitution which is developed in Elder Bernard’s revelations of "free-masonry. Now I admit,
that this charge is a high and an important one—one that deeply implicates the institution—
and I am candid enough to say that it deeply implicates the integrity, honesty, and moral feel-
ing of men high in life, high'in the estimation of the people; and those whom I have been
taught to respect—those whom I should be sorry to believe thus implicated ; and unless im--
pelled to the irresistible conclusion, that they are thus bound together, let us reject this report,
nor cast upon these men the imputations which it contains. R

Now, what are the rules of evidence, with regard to the decision, which ought to follow from
the testimony-? When high crimes and misdemeanors are charged upon an institution—and in
the further discussion, I will consider the institution, and not individuals, as placed on trial—
when high crimes are charged upon an institution or an individual, I admut, sir, that slight evi-
dence, rumour, suspicion, suSﬁ)ected testimony or contradictory evidence, should not be suffi-
cient to award a verdict of guilty. For unless the testimony is so clear, as to remove from the
mind of all who try the case, every shadow of reasonable doubt, however strongly we may
suspect, let us not solemnly condemn—let us pause upon these pr;ncl}l):ses, let us examine the
testimony now before the convention and the public, and from which last tribunal, upon this
earth, there is no appeal.

In the first place there is direct testimony—and all testimony is of two kinds, circumstantial
or positive—either of which, if clear, is sufficient to condemn—we have the direct testimony
of wit who are th Ives seceding masons, to the number of about a dozen, who are
now in this convention, and who testify directly to the truth of these revelations ; and the
public have the testimony of from five hundred to some thousands, throughout the Union, who
testify to the same fact. ’

Now, this testimony, if unimpeached, either from contradictory testimony, or the nature of
their own evidence, would be sufficient, in all human judgment, to make out the case in favour
of condemnation ; for by the mouth of two or three witnesses (that is uncontradicted, I take
it for granted) every thing is established.

I admit, and I propose to treat them with candour, I admit that there are objections made to
this direct evidence, which at first blush strike the mind of the public, and of those who inves-
tigate, as being hard to get over. The objections are contained in the nature of the testimony
itself, and this arises from the intrinsic facts which they disclose. ’

In the first place, the fraternity allege, that the witnesses are participes eriminis—that the
parties in this transaction are involved in the guilt of this institution, and that, therefore, they
are to be viewed with suspicion—they say, that from the nature of their disclosures, they show
that they arc willing to commit perjury ; because the fact of making the disclosures is a viola-
tion of what they admit to be a solemn oath. Here, therefore, and in order that I may not
misrepresent the position thus taken, Ibeg leave to read from a paper, the argument, not of
men who have argued this case in the bar-room, or of illiterate men who have not judicial rules,
but the reasoning of a learned judge, who now sits upon the bench—who is presumed to be,
and in fact is, a learned man, the honaurable Charles Shaler, of the western district of Pennsyl-
vania—in the following words : “It is, however, alledged that masons are false retenders to
virtues that they uever exercise ; and that the disclosures of certain members of the fraternity,
evince a set of principles at war with the duties thatevery citizen owes to his country and gov-

ernment. It ishardly now nece: to inquire, what share of confidence is to be given tothose
who, in making disclosures, admit that they are ready to break throuih every obligation of
honour, and every moral sanction, for the purpose of attaiming their object. r{t is the fashion
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of the times to confide in the faithless, and do abundant honour to him who breaks dxmgh those
restraints that were once held sacred by the community. It is the peculiar felicity of our oppo-
nents, that they mark their companionship with infamy, and deduce their claims to confidence
from the dregs of corruption and depths of prostitution.” Here, sir, and I treat it respect-
fully—here 13 the argument on the part of the defence, for impeachingall the direct testimony
which can be brought to bear against this institution.

Let us now analyse it for o moment, and see how far it is correct. The learned judge says,
they admit, that in making the disclosures, they are ready to break through every obligation of
honour, and every moral sanction. Here, in the first place, is a false assumption in pdint of
argument and fact. These witnesses do not admit that they violate the rules of honour or
morality in breaking their obligations. Let uslook at their oaths, and see if theyadmit it. Those
oaths, if true, disclose a scene of iniquity, which no one can vindicate. Admitting that his
honour had taken such an oath as those disclosed, would he be bound in morality to keepit? If
not, then they do not admit that they violate any moral obligations by their disclosures.
‘Where did the judge learn his rules of honour and morals? Did he learn them in books of
ethics ; from writers on moral philosophy; or from the Bible? As a jurist he knows that
no man is bound by an extra-judicial oath—as a moralist, he ought to know, that no man is
bound by an oath which conflicts with the laws of his county. A dishonourable oath has no
binding force with honourable minds.

If his honour has learned his rules from any system of morality, it must be such as is sanc-
tioned in a den of midnight robbers, where, to conceal their gullt% they deem it necessary to
Kreserve secrecy through unhallowed obligations. If he has im ibe! them in any school of

onour, he must have learned them there ; and there is no honour which is forfeited by such
disclosures, unless it be that honour which is said to exist among thieves. Thus we see that
seceding masons did not violate any rules of honour or morals, when they published the secrets
of free-masonry to the world. And there is nolhu:i' in the nature of the disclosures themselves
to i h their motives as to what they admit by their disclosures. Then the judge assumed a
mistake in his argument, when he said, they admit that they have violated these rules. There
appears to be more force in the other clause of the objection.

ese witnesses were at one time partakers in the crimes of the institution, and they have

now come forward and borne testimony against it. Now I hold, that whenever (independent”
of the oaths,) the parties have been associated in iniquity, a disclosure of that iniquity by one
or two men under circumstances which cause a suspicion of their motives, unless oom{orating
circumstances 5? tostrengthen their testimony and put it beyond doubt, such evidence ought to .
be received with caution and weighed with some scruples of allowance. .

I will give them the full benefit of this rule. I would consider the institution on trial before
the tribunal of thzni)ublic for life and death—all the sympathies of our nature exercised in its
fayour; andstill, unless our judgment fail us, sufficient testimony exists to produce conviction.
Then, admitting that there is some shadow of douht upon all the testimony of seceders, how-
ever high their character might have been before, let us see how it is corroborated. If coming
from the mouth of one or two witnesses only, it would be doubted ; if coming from Morgan
only, it would be laughed down, and that would be an end of it. Not one in & million would
have believed it, if confined to that book; but if two or three witnesses only confirmed it, it
would justly have some weight ; but when you find a host of hundreds of witnesses, coming
forward to corroborate each other, in different sections of the country, with regard to these in-
stitutions, so complicated and varied in their penalties, and all such witnesses ing with
each other, who can fail to believe? - But it is said, the character of these men is not ; for
we have heard it asserted, and it is 8o asserted, before the bar of the people.

T have no doubhxthat among seceding masons, where they have increased to a great number,
as in all classes, there are some whose character is not the first in society. But when did the
great mass, the great number of these witnesses acquire their bad character? When investi-

tinia case of this kind, it is necessary to enquire how, and when, and by whom, this was
E:oug t about, and whether it has been got up within these few months E:t. These men, up
to the date of their secession, it is not pretended, were bad characters. t we have a nght
to inquire, up to that time only. Then they were the honoured members of the institution of
a virtuous fraternity, according to the accused’s own statement. Up to the time when they
first gave evidence, the masons cannot impeach their credit, because the whole fraternity ene
dorsed their character, and the whole fraternity were responsible for their integrity, up to the
date of such secession. No mason dare say, in a mason’s face, that these men were not credit-
able up to that time. Then their character is sustained, by masons themselves, up to the time
of their testifyi;f; and it is unimportant what their characters may have become since, or by
whom blackened. . .

‘What are the circumstances now, which corroborate these tainted witnesses! (to use ma~
sonic languag)e.) . .

They set foith, that the members of the institution are bound together, by oaths, to secrecy,
under the most horrid penalties, ﬂresen ing death in all its most up;:lcl“ Ing forms; no
short of death ; there is no grade, all are alike, and all directed to the s ow does
this corroborate the direct evidence? In this way—in that secrecy: is the great boast,
and distinguishing characteristic of the institution, whether good or bad. It is that which has
fixed the public attention upon it heretofore, mor«i than any other known quality or attribute
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of the institution. One of their most learned lecturers, Mr. Brainard, who delivered a lecture
in 1825, states, “ that secrecy is a virtue, that it was taught in the lodges as a virtue, and
taught effectually. Is it notso? is not masonic secrecy acknowledged as a mysterious thing?
‘The most tattling man keeps this one l.hing—exglells him, and he never tells this one thing—mad,
drunk, or crazy, he never tells—does he talk in hissleep? it is not about masonry. Bribe him
in his wants—tempt him in his pleasures, but he never tells.” Lo

Secrecy is one ol(? the boasted characteristics and virtues taught in the institution. But how
is it, that the nature of man is thus changed? Take men as they are formed, and communicate
a secret,—and telling them not todisclose it, only creates an itching to tell it to the next neigh-
bour, under a like injunction. - If a secret be eitrusted to a large number of men, even though
the disclosure is punishable with death in its ordinary shape, let it be circulated among a great
number of men, and there never was a case, but of the lodge, in which it was not disclosed.
‘The common means of enforcing secrecy, is not sufficient: while in this case, the very dis-
closures show the most effectual teaching of secrecy, that human ingenuity and human power
could invent ; for it is not to be punished trivially, but with death. And this corroborates the
very fact of the nature of their secrecy, and shows that the testimony which they have given,

to tally with their conduct in this institution. . .

Are there any other circumstances which corroborate the truth of these disclosures? I
over the many supposed masonic executions, and the alleged execution of Pritchard, and the
author of Jachin and Boaz, for these facts miﬁ:n;:e disputed ; and come to the fact, which we
all know, and no one doubts—the case of William Morgan, who did disclose their secrets, and
who was executed by men known to belong to this brotherhood, and of the degree to execute
this penalty. I do notsay, that if it had not been for these disclosures, the mere execution of
‘William Morgan, by masons, would prove such execution to be required or authorized by
masonry. Standing thus, it might have been nothing more than the execution of Morgan by
individuals who happened to be masons, and be passed by as an ordinary murder. But when
you take these discf;sures, and show that they thus exact death, and in pursuance of these dis-
closures, such death was inflicted by just such persons as their laws would appoint execution-
ers, what candid mind is there—\v{at impartial man exists—what man who 1s not determined
to shut his eyes to truth and light, whether right or wrong—what man is there, I appeal to
You, in the country, who would say that this is not strong corroborating testimony of the truth
of these disclosures?

But what further do these disclosures go to show? They go to show that it is a part of the
d;ny of masons to aid each other in their business, and power, and in exalting them to high

aces.

P I will not travel out of the record, but treat it fairly. 'What is masonry now? It comprises
men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in power and out of power, and that in almost every
Pplace where power is of importance; and it comprises, amoug other classes of the community,
to the lowest, in large numbers, effective men, united together, and capable of being directed by
the efforts of others, so as to have the force of concert through the civilized world.”—So says
their orator Brainard.

And are there no circumstances, independent of these, to corroborate? Look around:
though but one hundred thousand of the people of these United States are free-masons, yet
almost all the offices of high profit and high honour are filled with gentlemen of that institution.
Out of the number of law judges in the state of Pennsylvania, eighteen-twentieths are masons;
and twenty-two out of twenty-four states of the Union, are now governed by masonic chief

strates. Although not a twentieth part of the voters of this commonwealth, and of the
Unjted States, are masons, yet they have contrived, by concert, to put themselves into eighteen
out of twenty of the offices of profit and power. I defy contradiction to this statement.

‘When this is so, is it because the uninitiated are not fit for office; or is it because those prin-
ciples which have been disclosed are secretly acted upon? And if the latter, is it not a strange
corroboration of the direct testimony of seceding masons?

Now, what is the co; uence regularly deduced from this statement of facts and arguments?
I say that every man who had arrived at the higher degrees of masonry, and who perfectly un-
derstood the pnn(:f)les, and approved of them, and adhered to them at the time of Morgan’s
execution—1I say, all those of the higher degrees, were accomplices before the fact, in the ma-
sonic execution of William Morgan. I am satisfied that most masons know nothing about the
Bnnciples of the institution ; that they know nothing of the ultimate designs and vile %inci les

eld by the leaders of the order. Therefore that number would not be implicated. But

sorry that it falls to the lot of man to believe—and, sir, I am sorry for the sake of those whom
I respect, that it is a necessary consequence, from the proof embraced in this report—that all
those who knew the principles and adhered to them, at that time, were implicated as accessa-
ries before the fact.

. I go further, and say, that all, since that time, who adhere to the institution, and knowing
its principles, attempt to sustain it—we must say and believe, are accessaries, after the fact, in
that bloody deed.

‘What are the further consequences? If these disclosures are true, then men that we have
been accustomed to listen to, as the oracles of- God; who have been accustomed from day te
day, and from year to year, to assemble avound the table of the Lord, cannot be considered, if
they adhere to this institution, and uphold it, fit subjects for the communion, and for office; for
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if these disclosures are true, if such things are done in the lodge, as the horrid scene of pre-
tending to kneel at'the sepulchre of our Saviour, raising him from the grave, and pointing
him out as ascending to the heavens; s aldnéodrom the burning bush, and representing, in
mortal shape, the character and voice of that , whose voice made the mountains tremble ;
if these acts exist, as the evidence shews, in my estimation they are more presumptuous than
any thing which a Christian could endure. Pagans would blush at them, and consign such
men to shame forever. Slight and trivial, compared with such heaven-braving acts, was the
daring blasphemy, which fixed the eternal vulture on the living vitals of the Pagan malefactor.

Can it be that this people, and this community, will not examine, will not out with one
unanimous inquiry, whether these things are so? Let them hold out the hand of fellowship
to all those who will repent, and return ; and exclude with a sorrowful, but determined force,
from all places of power, those who still belong to the institution ; and put them out from all
communion with the holy and the good. '

The report was adopted.

Friday, 17th Sept. 1830.

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Pm‘yer by the Rev. Mr. Morsk, of N. J.

MRr. Warp, of New-York, from the committee of seceding masons, asked leave to be dis-
charged from the duty of making their report, on the I_%round that there was not time during
the session to make it sufficiently satisfactory and perfect. After some discussion, the motion
was withdrawn. .

MR. ARMSTRONG, from the committee, then again submitted the report, amended so as to
embrace the followi pusufs from the “requisitions to make a good mason” in the ¢ Philo-
sophical Lodge of %night depts of the Eagle or Sun:”—¢Behold, my dear brother, what
you must ﬁﬁlt against, apd destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true and
sovereign happiness! Behold this monster which you must conquer; a serpent which we de-
test as an idol, that is adared by the idiot and the under the name of ReLiGION.”

[The whole of the requisition from which the preceding passage is taken, isas follows. “You
must-shake off the yoke of infant prejudice conoerniﬁ e mysteries of the reigning religion ;
which worsh:’ip has been imaginary, and only founded on the spirit of pride; which envies to
command and be distinguished, and to be at the head of the vulgar; in affecting an exterior
purity ; which characterizes a false piety; joined to a desire of ac:%uiring that which is not
1ts own, and is always the subject of this exterior 5)ride, and unalterable source of many disor-
ders ; which, being joined to gluttonness, is the daughter of hypocrisy, and employs eve:
matter to satisfy carnal desires, and raises to these predominant passions, altars upon whix
she maintains, without ceasing, the light of iniquity, and sacrifices cont.inuall{ offerings to
luxury, voluptuousness, hatred, envy, and perjury. Behold, my dear brother, what you must

ht against, and destroy, before you can come to the knowledge of the true good and sovereign
happiness! Behold this monster, which you must conquer ; a serpent which we detest as an
idol ; that is adored by the idiot and the vulgar, under the name of ReLicI0N.”]

R. BERNARD sgid, that agreeably t6 the resolution, the seceding masons could not certify
to the truth of any obligation of masonry of which thei did not possess a personal know-
ledge. Now, although he had received the most indubitable testimony of the accuracy of the
passage or obligation reported by the chairman of the committee, none of the seceding masons
composing that committee personally knew its truth. They could not, therefore, certify it.

On motion of Mr. HopPkins, of New-York, the report with this amendment, was now
again recommitted, with instructions to the committee to make it perfect, when time should
permit after the adjournment, and to r:‘}laort to the public, [See the resolution in the Journal.}

MRg. Irwin, of Pennsylvania, from the committce appointed to consider and report the effect
and bearing of the obligations and ties of masonry on the commerce and revenue of the
United States, moved, in cpnset}uence of the want of time, that the committee be discharged
from the further consideration of the subject. The motion was carried.

MR. SLADE, of Vermont, from the committee to whom the report on the nomination of anti-
masonic candidates for President and Vice President was recommitted, submitted the same
report, in a more condensed form. The report concluded with the following resolution :

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, opposed to secret
societies, to meet in Convention on Monday, the twenty-sixth day of September, 1831, at the
city _of&kalnimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of con-

ess, with power to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and
%’rioe Presidl;(t’n, to be supported at the next election: and for the transaction of such other
business as the cause of anti-masonry may require.

Mg. DEXTER, of Miohiﬁnn, said he was opposed to the word “-power.” Many of our con-
stituents were in favour of an immediate nomination. He wished the words, * for the purpose
%ﬁnominding,” to be inserted instead of the words “ with power to nominate.” He moved

t amendment,

MR. SLADE, of Vermont, said that this conyention had no “power” to extend to other con-
ventions : much less could it impose obligations. Instruction to delegates was, where it always
should be, in the hands of the people. . )

M-r. HorLEY, of New-York, said that we ought to adopt no dictatorial style. The spirit
was the same—it amounted to the same thing. It was not courteous, however, to seem to
make it obligatory. We had no power to do so. Other things were to be considered for
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the P‘ﬁm&ﬁt of anti-masonry, and it was not discreet for this convention to say what another
sho o,

Mg, Marnarp, of New-York, was in favour of giving the *power” but not of imposi
the obligation. 'We might pass what resolves we pleased ; we could not make them obliga-
wﬁonﬁnother ?fnﬁri‘ctl‘x?m id th already in the jeal of predilecti

R. DEXTER, , said there was in the , & jealor ons
for old parties. Not.hinglgxluld satisfy our const.itueyms but bgianng);xpﬁcit. t was well known
that many anti-masons had preferences in favour of the other candidates; and candidates
purely anti-masonic were necessary to keep the party from scattering.

MRg. Tobp, of Pennsylvania, moved, that the resolution be amended by striking out all that
part giving instructions or directions at all. This motion was considered as for an amendment
to an amendment. ’

He said that from the part he had taken in the cause, no one would doubt his devotion to
the principles, or his ardent desire, for the final success of the party. He thought that a can-
didate should then be nominated, but he was opposed to any dictation to another convention,
which the people, and not we, were to choose. In the people, and the people alone, rested the
right of instruction. He was a republican, and believed that the representative was
the known will of his constituents. Why, then, not recommend a convention, and let the
people give those whom they may send, the necessary instructions? Events might transpire
which would alter the political aspect of affairs. No one could tell what would grow out
of the coming elections, in New-York, Pennsylvania, and the Western States. Let this con-
vention, however, determine as it might, he would acquiesce in its decision. But he knew
that his constituents were in favour of no instructions to them from any convention. This
right they reserved to themselves, and would never surrender it. Let this convention return
to the people, without assuming a power of instruction, of right belonging to their constitu-
ents. The new convention he believed, without detracting at all from the merits of this,
would be equally competent to carry into execution the people’s will ; it would come fresh
from their ranks, and could act under instructions on this very subject. Let us, then, recom-
mend that a convention assemble at Baltimore, tg consult and deliberate upon the great inter-
ests of ami-masonrg, and let the people instruct its members what to do.

Mg. TeRRY, of Connecticut, said he understood the resolution differently. He agreed with
the gentleman from Pennsylvania inhis principles, but thought that they did not aiply to the case.

R. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, was oggosed to the amendment. He thought it would put
an extinguisher upon the party. It had been said that we have sinister objects in view. i
amendment would strengthen the suspicions. He thought there was more meant than met

the eye.
’ Ml{ IrwiN, of Pennsylvania, said it was not his intention to have entered into a discussion,
but he was under obligation to do so. He was fully sensible of his own feeble energies, and
that it would be much more becoming for the youngest member of the convention to seek
instruction and imbibe wisdom, b{ listening to the venerable gentlemen wio surrounded him,
than to offer views of his own. Iam fully sensible, too, he continued, that the time of this
convention is precious, but I am forced into this discussion by the obligations which I am
under, to express the sentiments of anti-masonry in that section of the country where I reside.

I hold in my hand a paper, embracing resolutions passed ata meeting in Pittsburg, May
15th, 1830. This meeting was represented as being the largest anti-masonic meeting ever
held in that section of the country. As a delegate to this convention from that section of the
oountry, I feel it my duty to read these resolutions. The resolutions passed at that meeting
enjoined on the delegates, the duty of carrying these resolutions into effect under these circum-
stances. [The President here informed the gentleman that it would be out of order to read
the resolutions of any meeting, except that by which the gentleman was appointed ; but he
was at liberty to proceed with his remarks.}

I beileave to make a statement respecting public sentiment in that part of the country.
From the time anti-masonry first appeared in Western Pennsylvania, I have associated and cor-
responded with the friends of the ‘cause; and without pretending to infallible accuracy, I
believe I have ascertained the wishes and sentiments of that part of the country which I repre~
sent. That populous country, composing the congressional district, at present represented by
my worthy colleague, in the early part of this business declared publicly, that they would show
by their words and their actions, that theiwurposes were political, and that they were deter-
mined to exercise the elective franchise. hen, sir, it was urged by our opponents, and the
charge was brought forward, that we were trying to make our objections to the order bear on
politics, we met them at the threshhold, and allowed that we wished to accomplish a political
purpose. Butthat we claimed for its support the co-operation of all good men, and the lovers of
their country. The arts of disputatious politicians were lost ; they endeavoured to raise a cry
about persecution, and excite public sympathy, but it was in vain; nothing could draw the
honest yeomanry from the stand which they had taken. They were for applying a corrective
to the evil at once. A question so important as this is not to be passed over hghg , or decided
on hastily. 'We have discussed subjects of less moment, and on which we have made up our
minds. [Here the speaker was called to order by a gentleman from Massachusetts, who
moved the previous question. He was, however, informed by the President, that the gentle-
man who had the floor was perfectly in order and at liberty to proceed.] ‘The speaker resumed.
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Now I believe it to be a duty which was expressly enjoined on me by my constituents; and
although I am the youngest member of this convention, and although the gentleman opposite
may not wish to hear me talk, I shall take the liberty. I was going on to say, when I was
interrupted, that nothing could draw the people from the stand which they had taken. No,
sir, they could not be provoked, and wou]dprfot be coaxed to sg:mecut.e. To the fraternity they
said, if you choose to be rulers in a secret %ovemment, you not rule over us. Our‘repub-
lican institutions shall be apen to the world. But your legislation, and the execution of your
laws, is hidden in midnight darkness. We hold the conclaves of the lodge, and secret bodies
of men, as bad schools to learn ty ; butas it is the only corrective they intended
to use, they wished toapply i extent. They are therefore anxious that the
United States may-take a deciucu swwu i tavor of political anti-masonry. ‘The hye and cry
has been raised, it will be raised again, that we are in favour of proseription, - Eut the cry
scarce had any effect, except on the timid and uninformed—it is said now to affect them. The
people will understand that they have as good a right to withhold their suffrages’ from one
class of men as from another. They would not sanction the proscription of monarchigts or
aristocrats ; but if they ask for office, the people will not trust them with political power ;
and in so doing ;&rwould act wisely ; and so it is with regard to selfish and ing free-
masonry. Now, Mr. President, although it is my opinion that it is the wish of the anti-
masonic party generally throughout the United States, and I believe it to be the wish particu-
larly of anti-masons in Western Pennsylvania, that this convention should nominate can-
didates, and I lately indulged the same wish; yet for the sake of unanimity, I shall
cheerfully submit to the views of this convention. Let me observe, I think it a duty to our-
selves, to our y and our country, to declare publicly and openly, that we consider it a dis-
qualification for any office in the gift of a free people, to be subject to a government not recog-
nized by our laws and constitution. One word more, and I have done.

I must say that I was much astonished to hear a gentleman confess, that he was for the first
time to be informed that we met here for any political purpose whatever. I humbly conceive
that we meet here for no other than a political purpose. Sir, we are a political party—we
are not personally opposed to free-masons as individuals, because that might be, and fairly
would be, considered proscription; but we are opposed to the masonic institution, consideri
it dangerous in its political tendency—subversive of our private rights as citizens, an
destructive to morality and religion. In this our opposition is, as it should be, political. To
express our sentiments at a proper time—to correct the growing evil, and warn young men
against the snare—to crush the monster of iniz.uity, still wreaking with human blood, we must
go to the ballot-box, and there withhold our suffrages from those who hold allegiance to a tyrant
more despotic than the one our glorious ancestors opposed in 1776, and by. opposi.t:ﬁ which they
secured the sacred independence which we are here assembled to fortify against the secret foes
of freedom. Mr. President, I am done. I am sorry ifI have trespassed upon the time of this
convention, but I trust its members will be satisfied with the motives which impelled me.

The previous question being called for and sustained by the convention, the l\Tmst.ion upon
Mge. Topop’s amendment was put and lost. The question then recurring upon M. DexTER’S
amendment, (to strike out the words “with power”) was put and carried. The resolution
was then ndt')Fted in the following words : -

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the United States, og}:osed to secret
soeietie%:lo meet in convention, on Monday, the tweng-sixth day of September, 1831, at the
city of Baltimore, by delegates equal in number to their representatives in both houses of
congress, to make nominations of suitable candidates for the offices of President and Vice
President, to be supported at the next election ; and for the transaction of such other business
as the cause of anti-masonry may require.

Adjourned to 4, P. M. At 4, the convention reassembled. i

MRr. WHITTLESEY moved a resolution, authoﬁzin:ﬁethe national committee of correspondence
to open a correspondence with candid members of the fraternity on the subject of secret socie-
ties, and to publish their answers with their consent.

A motion to strike out the word ¢ candid,” was lost.

Me. STEVENS objected tothe resolution. It would lead to controversy, and that was not the
omof the convention. They were collectively invited to quit the institution by the Address
which we have made. A .

Ma. WHITTLESEY said, it seemed to be forgotten that the members of the masonic fraternity
were members of civil society. Many of them had the same, or nearly the same, views on
the subject, with anti-masons, and he entertained a strong hope that the correspondence con-
teT&hted would elicit much good, and would induce many masons to surrender their allegiance
to the fraternity. He was in favour of savu:ﬁ them.

Mz. Srevens thought there wasmore in the resolution than met the eye. ‘The members of
the convention had gone far enough in putting their names to a most able address to the people
of the United States, in which the fraternity were generally and affectionately invited to come
out from among them. Anti-masonry stood on broad ground ; and he was Opgmd to_en-

gugix‘)‘g in any particular correspondence with any individual in the fraternity. ~He thought it
woul d:_gnnie the cause. He seemed to think it impolitic to give office-secking masons a
chance of thus promoting their selfish views,

Mg, BoiLzav expressed the same views,
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On the resolution for apening a correspondence with candid masons, .

MR. SLADE, of Vermont, said that whatever doubts he might have entertained with regard to
the expediency of bringing forward such a resolution, at this time, there could, itseemed to him,
pe none with regard toits adoption. For one, said Mr. S. I am unwillimo bear the imputation
which will follow its rejection,—the imputation of shrinking from the discussion, which thecon-

templated correspondence may involve. Anti-masonry, sir, has nothing to fear from investiga-
tion. It is the very element of its existence, as are secrecy and mystery that of the masonic
stitution.

‘We have, Mr. President, been charged with aiming, not to abolish the institution of free-
masonry, but rather to put its members under the ban of proscription, that we may e
the offices and honours of the country. So far isthis, sir, from being true, that the whole
tendency of our efforts is to strip the institution of its borrowed robes, exhibit it in its true
character, and dissolve the charm by which it maintains its empire over the minds of its members.
It isnot enough to array the community against it—not enough to make it the object of popular
indignation, or to achieve a triumph over i1t at the ballot-boxes. ~Anti-masonry can never cease
its efforts while there remains a single human being ensnared in its toils. Sir, I am not satis-
fied to wait for the finale of masonry, till time shall have swept from the stage of life all the
men who now belong to the institution, I would have them affectionately invited, and earnest-
ly urged, to abjure their allegiance to it, and abandon it for ever. Come, let us reason together,
is an appeal which, I am sure, they cannot all resist. Indeed, sir, there are, I am confident,
many, very many, who do really desire to come out, and want but the opportunity which such
an invitation as that which is contemplated by the resolution upon your table, would furnish.
Make such invitation a part of your system of operations, and I cannot permit myself to doubt
that masons will soon be seen flocking in great numbers to your standard.

There are, it should also be observed, some sections of our country which are yet in almost
total darkness, on the subject of masonry. There is not in New-Hampshire, or in Maine, or in
one of the States south of the Potomac, a single press devoted to our cause, or that will freely
gublish the truth, and the whole truth, concerning it! Now, sir, I wish masons in those

tates, particularly, to be corresponded with, on the subject of their institution. There are,
I doubt not, many among them, who will freely respond to respectful inquiries concerning it,
and as freely express in regard to it, their decided disapprobation and their determination to re-
nounce it. We want to save them from masonry ; and we want their influence to save others
from it, and accelerate its downfall. Those Eonions of the country now i darkness, might
thus be roused to investigation, and to the establishment of presses which should aid them in its
Pprosecution. '

Every view which I can take of this subject presents to my mind strong arguments in favour
g: :hde rzsgluﬁon ; and I cannot refrain from an expression of my earnest hope that it may

opted.

Mg. IrwiN agreed with his colleague from Pennsylvania, that there was more in this reso-
lution than met the eye. This was not the way in which anti-masons in Pennsylvania had
et the fraternity. .

MR. Sewanbp said, he thought the two gentlemen from Pennsylvania had suffered them-
selves to be excited into an unnecessary apprehensiveness on this subject. No one who knew
the zeal and labours of the mover of this resolution, could suspect that, in offering it, he was
governed by sinister designs. In New York, and inthe eastern_states, such an interchange of
sentiments with candid masons was a favourite mode of promoting the cause of anti-masonry.

Mgr. HaNNa, of Ohio, objected to the resolution. .

Mz. Preves could not for a moment doubt thé motives of ::{ member of this convention in
moving any proposition. He had full confidence in the national committee of correspondence ;
and he moved the reference of the resolution to that committee. .

Mg. WHiTTLESEY Withdrew the resolution. He said that if any one member objected, it
was motive enough for him to withdraw it. .

Mkr. Siape, of Vermont, moved a resolution on the subject of raising funds in the
several states, for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence &c.—He said that the resolution
he had just offered was suggested to him by the report made yesterday on thestate of the press.
That report exhibitsa state of facts which may well excite our earnest attention.

The institution of masonry is extended over the whole of the United States,—embraces
probably about 100,000 of its population, and is sustained by theinfluence of wealth, of talents,
and of station. Its principles have excited to the commission of crimes of the most atrocious

ter ; while it l]m)u successfully interposed its power to shield the perpetrators of them
from the claims of criminal justice. An’investigation of the principles of the institution—
such an investigation.as will enable the people of 'i: United States to pass their definitive sen-
tence upon it, is demanded by every consideration connected with the safety of our citizens,
and the permanency of our free institutions. This investigation can be carried on only through
the medium of the press ; and to that have the people a right to look for the truth, and
whole truth, upon a subject which so deeply concerns them.

Now, sir, what is the state of the press in the United States? Of nearly 1000 newspapers,
there are but about 125 whose columns are open to the truth on the subject of masonry! It is
not my puqﬁ}u, Mr. President, to comment at length upon this state of things. I will only
allow ‘myself to say that it exhibits an extent of masonic influence over the press, which pro-
elaims the gigantic powerof the institution in language which none can misunderstand. .

|
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Shall this state of things continue ? Shall the people remain longer in darkness on the sub-
ject of masonry? Sir, we have assembled to answer these questions with a decided negative.

e have come together to investigate the principles of the masonic institution, and look into the
facts connected with the application of those principles. But how are we to gain access to the

zople of the United States? How are we to spread before them the result of our inquiries?

ow are we to act on public opinion, and give it a right direction in regard to this subject ?
The resolution which I have just offered suggests the only answer that can be given to these
inquiries. Itlooks to measures for the gratuitous dissemination of intelligence on the subject
of speculative free-masonry—measures which, if faithfully executed, wzfl carry the truth to
every door, and pour its light into every cottage, in the United States. Let anti-masons act,
immediately and efficiently, upon the recommendation of this resolution—distributing through-
out every state the proceedings of this convention, and other means of information, and an im-
pulse will be given to our cause which nothing can resist,

Hitherto, sir, itis well known, that a few individuals in those sections of the country where
efforts have been made, have sustained a very disproportionate share of the expences which
those efforts have involved. Some of them, indeed, (and among them I number one, at least, of
my respected colleagues,) have materially impaired their estates by their generous devotion to
the cause. They should be relieved, sir, by the adoption of measures to raise the necessary
funds by more general contributions.

The gratuitous dissemination of intelligence which the resolution contemplates, is, in my
opinion, worthy of special re%ard, as connected with the establishment of anti-masonic presses.
Let the people in any particular section of the country, hitherto in darkness on the subject of
masonry, become thoroughly awakened to its importance, and they will take measures to estab-
lish rresses which will becomé permanent fountains of light. It is by this process, that such a
revolutien is to be effected in the newspaper press of the United States, as is demanded by the
{'ust claims of anti-masonry. Let private liberality, in the true spirit of anti-masonic benevo-
ence, go forward, and free presses will assuredly follow in their train. Such, I am confident,
will be the result in Vermont ; and such, I doubt not, will be the result, every where.

All the measures, Mr. President, which we propose for the advancement of our cause,
should not only be worthy of its noble and generous purpose, but adapted to meet, and over-
come the obstacles which it is destined to encounter. We must rememﬁer that we are contend-
ing with a wealthy and .a powerful fraternity, who are capable, in various ways, of exerting
fearful control ovex the press of the country. 'We know how much their cause depends for its
success upon the su];:pression of free inquiry; and how ready those of them who are
labouring to sustain the institution, are, to stifle every effort to arraign it at the bar of public
opinion.

pTo meet, successfully, such an array of strength, in a manner becoming the cause in which
we are engaged, will require sacrifices of no ordinary magnitude. They must be made—They
will be made. The spirit of anti-masonry, is a spirit which will never shrink from making
them. It will not shrink, sir, because it is the spirit of freemen, sustained by truth, and indig-
nant at the efforts which are made to suppress it. And what freeman can fail to feel indig-
nant when he sees the leading members of a powerful fraternity, labouring in concert, through-
out the whole coum.r{, to muzzle the press, and conceal from the public view, and shield from
just animadversion, the principles and practices of their institution? ‘Where is the freeman who
18 prepared to submit, quietly, to such a state of things as this? Look at it, sir! Masonry must
not be investigated! This is the doctrine—no matter how groundless may be its pretensions—
how gross its imposture—how treasonable its principles—or how black its crimes—all—all is
sacred—inviolable! A national intellect invigorated by the spirit of freedom, grasps at efery
thing—investigates every thing. No association of men, no measures of government—no act
of any public man, can escape. Every thing meets its penetrating glance, and feels its resist-
less power. But masonry—the “ancient and honourable”—must be protected—defended—
guarded, against its sacrilegious intrusions into her sanctuary.

Sir, this state of things is not to be endured. The truth must, and will have free course.
The people are beginning, in earnest, to inaluu-e wherefore masonry should not be brought out
and examined in the broad day-light of truth. It is to meet and gratify this spirit of inquiry,
that I have brought forward this resolution. It aims to concentrate, so'as to give effect to,
private liberality, for the purpose of 'Krgsent.ing the truth to the people of the United States,
that they may be enabled to pass their sentence of approval or condemnation upon the
masonic 1nstitution. : :

A resolution was adopted for the publication of the whole proceedings of the convention, in-
cluding, of course, the several official reports of committees on resolutions referred to them.
M-z, ﬁonms stated, that the{ would probably be stereotyped.  _

A resolution of thanks to the president of the convention, having been moved and adopted,
as mentioned in the Journal,

Mr. Grancer made his acknowledgments in a few very impressive and elooﬂ.lem remarks,
in the course of which he said that the duties of the chair had been rendered light by the mag-
nanimous conduct of the convention, and by the correct deportment of the citizens of this con-
fessedly d{);)lished city, who had attended its deliberations. :

The thanks of the convention were also voted to the Vice President and Secretaries.

‘The convention, after prayer from the Rev. Mr. BERNARD, adjourned, sine die,
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The following Remarks were received in a revised form, too late for insertion
in their proper place.

In the debate on Mr. WHITTLESEY’S report, ‘ .

Mr. Cooke, of New-York. Al I presume, who have heard the statement of facts, in the
report under consideration, will admit that it forms the most important object to which this
convention can direct its attention. It is a history of the basis, ground-work, and su;erstruo-
ture of anti-masonry. And before I proceed, I must say, that I feel a debt of gratitude, I feel
the necessity of aclmowledging to the gentlemen who have furnished these facts, our obligations
for the light they have shed upon this subject. I allude to those gentlemen who formerly be-
longed to the masonic institution. True it is; sir, that the outrage, violence, and crimes of the
institution were such as to arouse the fears of the uninitiated, but without the disclesures of
those 'who have seceded from the institution, we should have yet remained in a state of com-
parative darkness. It has been by the united efforts of those who have felt it their duty to
secede, together with others of our committees, that the present information is now before the
public. T feel bound to make the acknowledgment—it is due to these gentlemen.

It is due to this convention to explain in some detail the thousand reasons why further facts
have not been elicited, as stated in the report. A . -

The report commences with the origin of the transactions in relation to William Mo .
At Batavia, in the western part of the state of New- York, the first act, relating to this subject,
was committed, which put at defiance the laws of the state. With the seizure of Mr. Morgan
commenced the history ‘of this tragedy, but with the termination of the life of that man, the
facts to be produced will not be terminated. The report alludes to violent expressions, but it
has not been told what they were. I will mention a few. It was mentioned b{ igh masons
in the neighbourhood of the ou men of the first respectability, that the book alluded to in
the report should be suppressed, and should never meet the public eye, if it cost their lives;
that the lives of half a dozen such men as Miller and Morgan, when put in comparison with
t&he ;%peara.nce of that book, were of but little moment. is was before that man was ab-

ucted.

‘When the motle; up assembled, at the dark hour of midnight, fo perpetrate an outrage
on that which is Zs%l';r) styled the palladium of the liberty of %nulrg coumr?', when J;erha one
hundred masons from fifty miles east, and forty miles west, were assembled, at the midnight
hour, in the ful village of Batavia; so strong fears they of the laws upon their mind,
80 convinced were they of their own criminality, and that the abodes which they were about to
assault would be defended, that in a fright they abandoned their project, and sought a hiding-
place from the light of day.

This was not all, sir; after this each resorted to his home—time was given for concert—a
pug came from & distance, and seized and removed the man, as stated in the report. While
on the way from Batavia to Canandaigua, the prime mover, who sat upon the box of the car-
riagﬁ,e : ;;ntl;i: e\}rler-mg:;;ble Qe(élnration l:n;!av;llen‘:lt.he ddriver ;ni.d mds%ubts whether hl?se would
not be in r, he en tomemn@' im, and- said—ant ish every one to observe it
—“They never shall retake Morgan alive. Y

Here was a declaration of their purpose in the outset—it was repeated from time to time.
I now pass to Canandhigua.

‘When Morfa.n was in Jx::l he remarked to a fellow-prisoner, while Lawson was in
effecting his release, “If this man should betray me, I would not give much for my life. en
he got to the door of the prison, a single whistle brought to their assistance the ruffian bands
that carried him away. en they got him to the door he cried murder, but they carried
him to the back part 19511 the ?}'lﬂage; and one single knoctﬁ uh:illx the curl:h of a well bm%
carriage in waiting, en they were proceeding from the jail-step to the carriage, one sai
to ;nm, “You knngw yobx:' have foyrfeited pour l}inft;.” . ! Np @

t is unnecessary to be very minute about his transportation to Niagara county ; there
however, some oocurreneesera};ter he reached that county which it will be progor for_'m:rg
state.

The report states that a reverend gentleman arrived by the at Murdock’s. He had a
conversaton, the import of which was unknown ; he inquired of the keeper of the house if he
was a royal arch mason, but being answered in the negative, he inquired if there was one in
the neighbourhood ; and on being informed that there was one within about a mile, he de-
manded a pen and paper, and wrote to Jeremiah Brown. They then passed on in the stage,
and soon after Brown came back to the tavern with two horses, The carriage with Morgan
in it had not yet arrived. Brown procured feed for his horses, and in a few moments the car-

-
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riage came along. After a moment’s consultation they took the horses from their feed and
went on. It was for a long time snps;)sed that these horses were attached to the i
Brown eventually got on the box, and they arrived at Wright’s_somewhere about sundown,
and Burrage Smith passed on to Lockport. Here a witness, whose testimony is important,
nad been spirited away by masonic agency no less than three times. The carriage was first
driven under the shed, but considered insecure there, it was taken out and removed to an
enclosed barn. Farewell, the witness alluded to, was called, and he and another stayed in the
barn 'while the others went to supper. During the time they were with him, Morgan was
silent. A lantern was brought; he was taken out of and returned to the carriage again; at this
time, he was blinded with a number of handkerchiefs, reaching down to his breast, in such a
manner as to exclude the light. They remained here till about 8 o’clock, and next arrived at
Molyneux,—Mather ntorped, and Brown, with Platt’s carriage, went on—they next arrived at
Lewistown, where they left the carriage in a back street. At Wright’s, Bruce, sheriff of Nia-
gara county, took charge, and Hague was in eompanr This carriage was obtained by Platt
at Rochester,—it was furnished to go west, and how he (Platt) happened to know that it was
to be charged to the “ grand chapter pro tem.,” I know not, but so he charged it, and had not
received payment when he testified.

Barton was called on at Lewiston, by Bruce, for a carriage. It is a matter worthy of ob-
servation, that this man was seen In company with this same reverend cle an the same
evening—I saw him. 'When they arrived at Youngstown they stopped, and called up William
King ; and when within about forty rods of the fort they lefi the carriage and proceeded on
foot. Airived at the ferry-house, this memorable declaration was made,—“ We have got the
rascal who has been osing the secrets of free-masonry.” While stopping at the door at
King’s, the man made some noise, and it was understood to be a call for some water. At the
fort, Bruce said to Giddins, “Let us have some water for the poor wretch.” These were the
epithets they aﬁplied to their victim. They crossed the river, and Bruce and King proceeded
to Niagara, where they found two or three brethren, and came back again. At the beach
Morgan agl}‘)ea.red to be in distress, and in one instance went so far as to remark, “I am your
‘prisoner, show your imity by treating me kindly.” They told him to be silent, upon
pain of death. After a while he again attempted to speak, but one of them took a pistol and
pressed it against his breast, and said, * Be silent, or you are a dead man.”

‘When they found that no arrangement had been made for receiving him on the Canada side,
;.‘]:g re::ir?:sed to fort Niagara, and took him to the magazine, and there deposited him under

and key.

It may be a matter of curiosity to describe what kind of a building this magazine is. The
fort was at the time abandoned, except by two é;ersons, the one a keeper, and the other a ferry-
man. The building is of stone, some forty or fifty feet in length, and thirty to forg wide, and
the walls bomb-proof, from six to ten feet thick. There was no aperture except the door and
two windows, which were stro;sly fastened on the outside. It was here that this man was
incarcerated. He was deposited about three or four o’clock in the momizﬁaof the 14th of Sep-
tember, 1826, the day ap{o.einted for the installation of the royal arch chapter at Lewiston.

ing and Bruce went to Lewiston, and Giddins remained at the fort. .

About nine o’clock in the morning, Giddins and Jackson went to the magazine to see the
situation of the prisoner, and to relieve his wants. On going to the prison the presentiment of
danger on she part of Morgan was so strong, that he refused them entrance. Jackson ran away.
Morgan was at this time making a noise, and they endeavoured to still him, pretended to have
fire-arms, and threatened to shoot him; this caused him to ery murder several times.

The next step was, that Jackson should be sent to Lewiston, with word that the prisoner
was making a noise, and they were fearful of discovery. He went and informed Hague, who
formerly had the care of him. H: went to the magazine. Morgan said, “I not be
bled to death by that doctor.” Haglie had not sufficient courage to enter the cell, and went
back to Lewiston again, and -two others proceeded to the fort to still the noise. Lawson, his
Jriend, made himx‘i:nown to Giddins: proceeding to the magazine, one said, “ He will
make no more noise after he hears me.” He went into the prison, and, as it was dark, said,
¢ Where are you, Morgan ?” and scized his hand, and gave him some kind of grip which stilled
him, saying, “If you are not silent, death is your portion immediately.” This man remained
till the evening, at which time a large number was assembled of those who had met to install
the benevolent chapter at Lewiston. a

Many called on their friend, Mr. Giddins: he was a faithful man, who had had the care of
l\'dorﬁ?‘, and they promoted his interest by drinking at his house freely. The company continued
till about eleven o’clock, when it was found that but seven remained of the whole. These seven
consulted upon the propriety of inflicting the penalty ; each and all fell in with the sentiment,
that he had forfeited his life: there was no contrariety of opinion—and thejr duty as masons
was to inflict the pennltz;n They opened the prison, and found Morgan. He had freed him-
“lé'fm'hli:’ o this time high having that day been installed—ha

e priest, for he was at this time high priest, havi t n inste Ve
ing on ]i:‘fs brenst-slaw, and “Holiness to t.hep Lord,” mm inyﬁ-ont—t.h_lq was the
man who ad Morgan, in the magazine, when he knew that none but the initiated could
hear—¢« How dare you break your obligation—prepare to meet your God—for you have but
& few minutes to live !”
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This was the of the high priest of the denevolent chapter of Lewiston. This clan
of seven retired to the common, where no eavesdropper could approach them without being
discovered ; and they all agreed that the man must be executed, that he had forfeited his life,
and was entitled to no sympathy whatever; and it was_their duty to put the penalty into
execution. They moreover devised a ]lallan how to do it without detection. It was to take
him to the Niagara river, and there sink him, where he would be seen no'more. They moved
towards the fort a little distance, when a Koung man, perhaps thmkmﬁoof the advice of an old
friend, fell in the rear. On being rallied, he says, ¢ Gentlemen, I am bound to go with you, if
you insist on it, but I beg to be excused.” Others joined him, and it was agreed to abandon
the project for that night.

Vgord was sent to Morgan that he was not then to be put to death ; that they must send to
Jerusalem to ask what was to be done with him. Thus ends the scene of September four-
teenth, 1826. \

Th};’se men, after having met and prepared their scheme, retired to their places of abode.
On the 15th a new assemblage met at the fort, and among them the high priest and Elisha
Adams. At that meeting the subject came up again, and there was some reluctance with
of them ; there was a little doubt with some as to the roglnety of executing him at that time.
There was one man, (and I am sorry to say it, for he lives not more than a mile and a half
from me, and a man whom I had ever held high as a moralist,) who, when a doubt was
expressed about the propriety of the act, to silence that doubt, brought forth a passage from the
Holy Bible to show that it was right that he should be executed. He not only stated it, but
insisted on it. A controversy, however, arose, and became somewhat warm; the keeper was
aﬁainst putting the man to death; even Elisha Adams was silent, which was equivalent to an
objection. Tﬁe contest arose to such a height, that a personal combat had well nigh taken

lace. .

At this time the high priest said, “ How dare you advocate such doctrines in our presence ?”
Having charge of the whole affair, this high priest directed the keys to be given up to Adams,
who would be more submissive to his orders. Giddins said, “ Well, I am now tree from this
matter.” So much doubt had been expressed that the execution was-deferred. -

Adams remained there. Still Giddins was not so far released, but that he remained aid-
ing and assisting in keeping the man, but opposed to executing the sentence. He provided
the necessary food, &c. and Adams attended to the administration. On the evening of the
17th of September, Giddins having business across the lake, 30 or 40 miles, embarked on board
a steam boat, glad to clear himself from further interference in the matter. He remained till
the 21st of September, during which time an impenetrable veil covers all, through which
nothing has been yet discovered, nor will be discovered, unless there should be some valuable
accessions of seceding masons. S .

Giddins coming back, asked the captain of the steam boat if the prisoner was still there?
‘The reply was, “No; he has gone where he will write no more books.” When he arrived at
Niagara, he fell in with Adams, the man who had remained at his house. Adams was much
distressed, and said that t.hewmd murdered the man,”and gave the particulars, which are not
necessary to be mentioned. e have reason to infer, that he was murdered on the 19th of
Se'io‘tember, 1826.

he people in that neighbourhood were entirely ignorant of all these things. [ mean the
uninitiated. Most of the masons who attended the installation were acquainted with the fact
that Morgan was at the fort; yet, under such absolute subjection was the press, that though
living but seven miles from the fort, intimation of the event only came to us at Lewiston on
some of the first days of the month of December following.

‘When the fact was r?orted to us, that this man hadgbeen carried through our village to
- Niagara, we felt inclined to discredit it. The seeming impossibility, that in a country settled
like that, a man could be taken from Canandaigua in the way that he was, and deposited as
described, without our hearing of it, rendered the thing incredible. The previous reports had
been, that Morgan had been carried to Hanford’s landing, the gace where Hubbard put him
down. We supposed, at first, that he was carried across the lake from the mouth of
Genessee river. -

‘When the facts came to our knowledge, as citizens, we felta deep interest in supporting the
laws and discountenancing the out: ; not that we knew any thing of Morgan or his family ;
but to vindicate the laws, we stepped forward and n to inquire of our ne‘;ghbours, “[;J
you know any thing of the fact of Morgan beinf en through this place to fort Niagara ?”
On making this inquiry, there was but a single countenance among the masons of that
vicinity, and that was expressive of contempt. Those who embarked in it were cautioned,
¢ As you value your business, and all that 1s dear to you in your high standing, take care not
to meddle with that Morgan affair.” More than once have our committees been approached in
that way. Many falsehoods were got up—that Morgan had been seen ﬂoatiné upon the lake
on a field of ice ; that he was somewhere J)eddlin his books ; that he was in Canada tending
bar, &c. By these reports it was intended to stiﬂge public investigation. The result was, that
every man that had not submitted himself to the disgraceful cable-tow, laid his hand on his
heart and said, Can it thus be, that the first men in the community have been e ed in such
wickedness? You must not, cannot, inquire whether a man has been carried ugh the
land and concealed. Yes, such was the fact; and the result was, the call of a meeting to
appoint a committee whose duty it should be to act till the end of the tragedy could be ascer-

¢



DEBATES. 189

tained. I happened to be present, and had the honour to be placed upon this committee. We
entered upon the duty, and the people looked to us for information; and with the combined
efforts of the committees east, as the report sets forth, we performed our engagement.

On the assembling of the committee, certain facts were communi d from the Canada side
of the river. It was known on the Canada side, that Morgan had been brought to fort
Niagara ; and some believed that the first penalty had been inflicted, of having his throat cut;
it was, at least, pretty well understood that he was carried to the Canada shore, and lodged in
some part of the Town of Niagara. This led us into Canada, thinking it probal)le that he had
been put to death in that place. Some of the committee took it upon them to go before the
grand jury in Canada. It was found that the foreman wasa mason. ‘The jury agreed to con-
sider the subject. The names of wit were furnished—the court soon ‘after adjourned for
the night. Those masons whose names had been furnished as witnesses, were called upon.
The next morning the member of the committee who made the complaint was informed, that
the grand jury, in their wisdom, had gone into the court room, informally, and had advised
with his honour the judge, who was a mason. He advised them to have nothing to do with
the subject, except to meet and dismiss it. And they did as they were instructed.

speak of this as illustrative of the fact, that masonry is the same every where. We had
then a relation of a gentleman, who has since been a member of parliament. .

Some time in the latter part of January, there were several members from the committees,
seventeen in number, who assembled, and proceeded first to Niagara, in Canada, and then re-
turned and went into the fort. This was the first time that the magazine was thoroughly
searched after Morgan was confined in it. On entering the magazine, it was found that some
human being must have been confined in it. There were various evidences of the faci. On
returning from that place, we met again at' Lewiston, and gave an invitation to many in
the surrounding country, informing them that the committee had assembled there mereg' to
ascertain the facts in relation to Morgan’s being carried through that place to Niagara. . No
sooner was this notice given, than a vast concourse of masons was assembled, not to give in-
formation or facts, which would enable the committee to proceed, but to insult, brow-beat,
and drive from the spot the gentlemen who had convened.

I am sorry to state the fact, but it was among the first inhabitants of the village in which I
reside, that we found the most inveterate and insolent opposers. Not only did they molest
and hinder individuals who were inquiring after simple facts, but one man came into the room
and extinguished the light. It was thought that something violent would ensue, but it turned
out otherwise: we separated without being attacked.

No information was obtained ; no mason came forward, though more than twenty of them
were well-acquainted with all the ramifications and final termination of this tragedg; More
than twenty were in the committee room ; yet not one fact did they communicate. The next
thing was for the heralds of the press to proclaim that a self-styled convention had assembled
from different counties, to disturb the innocent repose of the citizens of the county of
Niagara. This they did with the most abusive language; and a mason who had sworn to
prosecute offenders against the laws, came forward and publicly insulted this body of men.

It may be asked, and probably will be, why did you not have a magistrate and put the laws
in force? We did attempt it, but the all-powerful hand of free-masonry interposed at every
step. An offender was arrested ; we had none but masonic witnesses. It must have been a
firm magistrate who would not have been abashed at the forrndable array and threateni
aspect of the fraternity : and under these circumstances it was difficult to press forwa'.:-g
the same searching inquiries as in common cases.

On looking round, we found that the magistrates were all masons. When we looked to a
grand jury,nﬁli Bruce was the sheriff, and the man to select that jury. You might pursue any
course, and the result was the same—the judges were masons. This was the situation of the
county of Niagara. We intended to have done something at the January term, 1827 ; for it
had not entered our conceptions, but what if men were in possession of facts, they would come
forward and disclose.them; but in this we were in error.

In April term of our oyer and terminer, a complaint was preferred against Eli Bruce, for the
abduction of William Morgan. It was found, however, before the grand jury assembled, that
there were but two men with whom we could intrust the papers respecting the affair. To these
men the committee resorted ; they framed certain written questions which were handed over
to them; and they agreed that when masonic witnesses came before the grand jury, these
questions should be put and answered. I regret to say, that one of these two proved recreant,
8o that there was but one single man on the 'ﬁnmd jury, out of nineteen or twenty, who dared
to come forward and face the frowns of the majority, and ask a question upon the subject.
These witnesses, before they went before the jury, met and held a consultation as to what
answers should be given to any questions that should be put; and the resolution—I know not
by what other name to call it—but the horrible resolution was, We will say we know nothing
azout ‘William Morgan or his abduction. Such was the resolution, and such the answer.

‘When these men retired from the inmd jury chamber, (and the examination took but a
short time,) one remarked, I told them 1 knew nothing about it, and there it ended. The
deliberations of the grand jury were one of the most extraordinary phenomena of the day.
Seme of the ':lt‘oet exv.nord’i.nn.ry measures ever heard of before any grand jury in this country,
were there taken.
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‘When the complaint was i inst the accused, the foreman of the grand jury retired
from the room ; hl:]:.im mp::g;:gwagnmtmw the laws impartially. He was seen r:ryunngto a

vate chamber, in consultation with the accused. I witnessed that, which shook my confi-
§§'m in the protection of the laws more than any thing else I had ever beheld. A witness
was introduced, who testified that Eli Bruce made a confession materially implicating himself,
‘When he had answered that question, he was told to retire. A messenger was then sent, and
introduced three or four witnesses to impeach the character of the last. This game was played
off again uzfd&agun,' till they succeeded, by this false and foul practice, in discrediting the
testimon; e witness.

In thisygloomy affair, I felt that it was more likely I should be presented, than that the
accused would. - The repert states that, after winding up the proceedings of this grand jury,
with a view to rebut the statement sent to tEt‘:vemor Clinton, they came out with another state-
ment, and forwarded it to him, declaring that there was no shadow of evidence that Morgan
was taken through that county. Here we saw the laws successfully ;}t‘n at defiance ; and
here the exertions to indict in the county of Niagara were abandoned. 'To Ontario county be
the praise given, of indicting the first conspirator, and punuhnld.lqﬁ almost all the others. True, -
at Batavia, two or three were convicted of the abduction of er ; but has there been a con-
viction in Batavia, Monroe, Orleans, or Niagara, for the abduction of Morgan? Not one.

‘We abandoned the idea. of doing any thing to enforce the laws in the county of Niagara.
‘We had petitioned the legislature for aid ; they were pretending that something should be done,
but intending that nothing should be done. A special officer was appointed to visit the coun-
ties and assist the prosecutors. 'This officer entered on the discharge of his duty, and procured
a number of indictments.

It may be asked, how could ke procure indictments, when they could not be procured pre-
viously. The law respecting the selection of grand jurors had been altered, so that he could
have some men on juries besides masons. This officer prosecuted his duty, till it pleased
the authorities of the state of New-York to remove him from the ap%omt.mem, and introduce
some man who was not so extensivel ac%ua.inted with the facts. ‘That officer entered upon
his duty with great activity and indefatigable industry, came well nigh to the conviction of
some of the members of the fraternity ; when, on making a report to the executive thereon,
which the masonic institution as directly implicated, he was publicly insulted in the hall
of the legislature. His report was treated with contumely, and that report never ap in
the official gazette of the state. Some portions of it were published, not calcul to bear
against masonry. .

When this officer was publicly insulted, and his official communication to the executive ot
the state, whose duty it was to enforce the execution of the laws, were disclosed to the counsel
for the defendants, could a man of the luﬁl; standing of that counsellor, just selected to filla
station of such magnitude, nay, would it have been right for him to submit to that indignity ?
No, sir. He comes out to the world and states, you have treated your faithful agent with in-
dignity, and have disclosed confidential information to the accused. We ask, then, can you
bnl:f men to justice under such circumstances ? I will retire from the station, said the inde-

ent counsel, and you may take other and different men—I will no longer act as your agent.
his was honourable to the man.

. The appointment of counsel, as I before remarked, never was intended to lead to the convic-
tion of these men. 'When it was discovered that he was likely to effect that object, they took
means to dismiss him indirectly, and to induce the public to believe it was done in %ood faith,
In a short of time, another is exercising the duties of that office, and what will be done by
him can only be surmised by what has been done.

I fear I shall be tedious,-but I must mention a few important facts in relation to the trial at
Niagara. The late trial of Ezekiel Jewett, who had the care of the magazine, came on ata
special court appointed for the purpose. A high judicial officer, one of the bench of the Supreme

ourt of the state of New-York, was selected to preside at the trial. And what was the result?
It was the 'le:ﬁshment of several witnesses, and a total exemption from punishment of all the

e judge said, if he could not punish the defendants, he could punish the wit-

esses.

The trial came on, and exhibited one of the most singular spectacles ever seen in a court of
justice. It was not enough that three or four counsel came forward to defend the accused, as
the laws permit, but the witnesses also had counsel, and from time to time, as questions were
put to them, these witnesses retired for consultation with their separate counsel.

Is this a court of justice? At least it exhibited a new course of proceeding. A question
would be put by the prosecuting officer. The witness would object to answering it. ‘Time
:}w;s etgnsmned in d the question ; then thmum;l‘ foll;l ;.he witness :i:)uldhﬁse ::d& oll))joct,

t the answer wo ve a bearing against him, and would proceed to show how and where:
an unprecedented course of proceeding, a kind of tri trial.

On this trial numerous witnesses were called from different parts of the country. All the
facts stated in the report respeeting Morgan’s being carried to Niagara, were substantiated
fully. The only means of escape was, that no testimonLappeared directly implicating Jewett
in the transaction, and bringing it home to his personal knowledge that Morgan was eenfined
in the magazine. The testimony was much same as that on the trial at Canandaigus.
Isaac Farewell had been twice before sent for as a witness, and by the exertions of theeommit-

n
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tee, a few days before the trial, was proceeding homeward to his family, whom he had not

seen for more than a year. On his way he came to the house of Soloman C. Wright, who is

a free-mason. They succeeded, by the aid of Wright's wife, in making him believe, that

during his absence his wife’s affections had become alienated, and that she was about to be

married to another. This, with other circumstan induced him to consent to be put into a

one-horse waggon, and to be covered over with a buffalo skin, and transported by the woman

and a small boy fourteen miles, to the line of Canada. Finally, it was ascertained where he
had sto] and his wife was emplc:ied to go after him, but before she reached the place
he had his residence to another place, not far off; but, for fear of his being kid-
napped and brought to this side, the masons succeeded in transporting him further into the
interior, and the testimony of that man could not be t‘ﬂrocured on that trial, or the previous one.

‘Turner, who is now deputy marshal, for taking the census of the county of Niagara, was
called on as a witness. [e refused to answer, and contemned the laws.

The most important witness was Wm. P. Daniels, who was called upon to testify, but he
refused ; the law was laid down to him by the judge, but he refused to answer three, four, of
five different questions, on the express gtound that it would criminate himself, as an accesso
in the murder of Willlam Morgan. This testimony was wrenched from him with great diffi-
cul“ltgy;3 : the vl:l:d, ings and contortions t.h(i): the 11111.;111 showe}ge that conscience was at work. The
judge remar! you answer in way without its being true, you commit perjury.” On
another occasion he said to one of the witnesses, “I fear youullnive morye regard forptig‘azendant
than you have for yourself” Such is free-masonry in its naked deformity. These men had
nearly all occupied high stations in society, and the result was, that although the testimony was
sufficient to convince any intelligent jury, yet they were acquitted. .

I might have mentioned one other important fact. A juror was called on, but objected to on
account of his being amason. The juror was asked to answer this question, “Is there any
thing in the laws of your institution, which will punish a mason for inflicting punishment on a
trgawr 77 He gave a negative answer, and for that, among other reasons, the. juror was set

aside. <
: 'There are many other facts and circumstances which I might mention, to show the principles
of free-masonry to be the same in all parts of the world.

It is mentioned in the report, that these masons experienced the sympathy of the order. Eli
Bruce was called up, and refused to testify ; and although under the sentence of the law upon
a previous conviction for this outmﬁe, yet the house where he lodged was thronged by masons

ing to and from his lodgings. It appeared like a constant levee.

Another circumstance: It is mentioned that William King escaped from Cantonment
‘Towson, and returned to Niafn. Yet that man, whose guilt was established by ma.n!
witnesses, immediately after he returned, inserted a notice in the papers, that he, Wil-

/ liam King, had returned to the county of Niagara, and if any one had business to transact
wit.hhim“:xe was ready to wait upon them ! X

And what was the conduct of the brethren towards him? They assembled about him, en-
circled him, visited him, drank with him, and toasted him, and most kindly sympathized with
him. So much were they encouraged, that the meetings of their chapter, which had been_for
a considerable time suspended, were now revived. 'This, however, was of short duration.
Since then, that chapter has been as still as the house of death; and I hope it will ever re-
main so.

Turner was convicted of contumacious conduct, and put into the jail of Niagara. The first
act they did after he was lodged in the cell, was to procure for him certain articles of luxury
and elegance, with which he was complimented. . :

There is another fact, which should excite a blush of shame. Young ladies, the daughters
of masons, assembled and went to the prison, and visited the young man, while he was im-

risoned. When his term expired, a grand cavalcade was formed, and, with a, coach and

?our drew up to take him from the jail to a public house. Thus ended that farce. .

Here is the sympathy of free-masonry for criminals. It shows itself in every possible form
sha

and .

What?f have mentioned I believe to be matter of fact. Ihave not attempted tq exaggerate.
There are many other interesting facts which I have not mentioned. Time forbids to mention
them: and there are gentlemen present who are acquainted with the particulars of that out-
rageéd who can furnish facts of the highest importance in addition to those which I have men-
toned.
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The Address of the Convention to the People of the United States being under consideration,

Mr. Morse, of New-Jersey, spoke as follows:
* Mr. President,—The address reported is just. Masonic obligations are the same in
all countries; and the man who has assumed them is every where and always a mason.
Such was the understanding of the writer of the letter to the Honourable Lewis WiL-
LiAMS, chairman of the committee of ¢ in the House of Representatives, attempting
to bribe him as a member and as a mason. Never have I before heard of this letter. I‘?ever
until this instant have I been apprised that this attempt had been made. But, sir, I know
the writer personally and masonically; and I do not wonder at his confidence i the (su
posed) free-masonry of the Hon. MR. WiLLiams. He had previously experienced tf::
power and fidelity of the craft. On the 4th of July, 1827, I was introduced to Col. Joun An-
DERSON, at Monroe, on the river Raisin, and on the next day he related to me in substance, the
following :—When the last war was declared, I was a British subject trading at this-place, and
refused to obey the proclamation of a British commander, summoning his majesty’s subjects to
return to the territory, and thereby ex{msed myself to the penalty of treason. As soon as
Gen. Hull surrendered, a British colonel was charged to arrest me.” Fortunately for'me, this
colonel was a mason. “I would give,” said he, “the Devil his due. He did as he was bound
By masonic obligations to do, for we both belonged to the society ; he sent on a messenger to
apprize me of my danger, that I might escape. But what was a day or two for a man to
close his business in and be off? I had not been gone but a few hours before the British
colonel arrived, and his soldiers were in my house and store, bree.k.inlg open chests, &c. I lost
much property, was compelled to flee to the Scioto in Ohio, where I was forced to remain all
winter, and such was the effect upon my mind that it caused my hair at once to turn white.”

Mafonic obligations are the same upon the ocean as among Indians and Canadians: for
when the son of Benjamin Russell, Esq. grand master of the grand lodge of Massachusetts,
was made a prisoner (in the late war) and carried into the harbour of Halifax, the British
masons effected his liberation, as an officer of that grand lodge informed e, on account of the
masonic standing of his father.
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TO THE

PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES.

»

Fevvow Crrizens: .

‘I is the privilege of freemen to consult together, openly and peaceably, on
all squgcts,mterestmg to their common welfare. And so long as the opinion
of a'majority shall prevail, enlightened and frequent consultation, among them,
will furnish the most efficacious and acceptable means of expelling wrongs, and
removing fears. Wrongs the most cruel and criminal have been committed,
-and fears the most agitating and well founded, exist, among us. To confex
together, and tp address you, upon these evils, and the most wholesome means
to be adopted for; their suppression, we have been delegated to assemble here,
by a portion of your countrymen, respectable for their intelligence, and dedicated
-in heart and life, to the free constitutions and laws of our.country. In execu-
ting the momentous duties assigned us, we would proceed, in the ingenuous and
free spirit of men, who earnestly seek the good of all.

Facts numerous and authentic, demonstrate the exustenoe,m this community,
of crimes and dangers, which, upon their first distinct digclosure to honest in-
quiry, excite equal surprise and solicitude ; and which cannot be reflected upon,
by any mind imbued with genuine self-respect, and a just regard for human

i rights, without the deepest abhorrence and alarm.

Freemasonry is the source of these crimes and dangers. .. :

In 1826, William Morgan, your free fellow citizen,  was, by. lnghly exalted
members of t the magonic fraternity, with unlawful. viclence, seized,—secretly
tmnsportqdvthr‘ough, the country more than one hundred miles, to a fortress of
the United States, then in charge of freemasons, who had. prepared it for his
_reception,—there imprisoned, several days and nights, against his utmest efforts

to escape,—and after suffering the most unmanly insults, and the mospinhuman
abuse, he was privately murdered. Previously to his seizure, numerous meet-
ings of freemasons,. in lodges and otherwise, were held for the putpose of con-
triving and adopting the most certain means of carrying into effect, their unlaw-
ful objects upon him. ‘These meetings were attended, and the designs of them
approved, by several hundred of the most respectable and intelligent of the ma-
sonic brethren. They ineluded legislators, judges, sheriffs, clergymen, generals,
physicians, and lawyers. And they proceeded in discharge of, what thev
_deemed, their masonic duties. K
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William Morgan was a royal arch mason. And the cause of all this unlaw-
ful violence against his liberty and life, was, his determination to publish the
secrets of the order. 'These secrets are now published, partly from manuscripts
prepared by him, but more extensively from the deliberate testimony of many
worthy men, who had been initiated further into the dark mysteries of the
brotherhood, than he had. The precise motive, which impelled Morgan to the
determination of publishing, we do not know. As the act was one of confor-
mity to his highest obligations, and therefore, of distinguished honour, we be-
lieve the motive to have been good. There is no room to doubt, that other
membg(s of the mstitution, being aware of the solemn fate, to which freema-
sonry had consigned him, for disobedience to its laws, felt themselves driven,
by the fearful responsibility of membership, most carefully to weigh its objects,
means, and tendency ; and finding these, upon mature examination, to be
wholly unjustifiable and dangerous, they were impelled, by good will to man,
by allegiance to our government, and by the natural desire of self-approbation,
to proclaim its character, and renounce its authority.

To assist in publishing the secrets of freemasonry a printer was employed.
Against him, the malice of the fraternity was conspicuously displayed. ‘While
the manuscripts of Morgan, with all the printed sheets, were supposed to be in
. the printing office, it was fired, in the night, by a masonic incendiary, with such
ingenious preparations as were well calculated to insure its speedy destruction,
with that of all its contents. The office was a wooden building, of which the
siding immediately under the stairs leading to the printing apartment, was
smeared over with spirits of turpentine ; and cotton balls, and straw filled with
the same combustible substance, were scattered around its foundations. The
fire was discovered almost as soon as applied, and happily extinguished. But
the reckless determination of the incendiary, and his coadjutors, is farther con-
firmed, by considering, that a family of ten persons occupied the lower part of
the building ; while the printer’s assistants, six in number, always slept in the
upper rooms. ~ The incendiary is known, and was subsequently a principal in
the murder of Morgan.

Other evidences of malice against the printer have been manifested. On one
occasion, large numbers of masonic ruffians, armed with clubs, assembled under
different leaders, in the night time, in the vicinity of the printing office, with the
declared purpose of obtaining the intended publication, by violence ; from
which they were prevented only, by the formidable preparations to defend it,

-made by the printer. On another occasion, a masonic constable accompanied
and abetted, by a crowd of his brethren, under a false pretence of havinga
criminal process, for that purpose, arrested him,—carried him to a neighbouring
village,—there illegally confined him in a lodge room,—assaulted him, and
threatened him with the fate of Morgan. By the assistance of friends, and the
exertion of his own active intrepidity, the printer at length escaped. Itis a re-
markable circumstance evincing extensive concert and premeditation, that, on
the day of this arrest, all the magistrates of the town, where it took place, were
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summoned into another town as witnesses, and could not be applied to, for any
interposition of the civil authority, to preserve the public peace, or to protect the
rights of the intepded victim. For these oﬂ'ences, the constable and several
others were indicted, and convicteds

"The scene of these occurrences was the western part of the state of New
York.

‘Where the people are intelligent and free, such enormities as those, to which
we have referred, could not be committed, without producing excitement.
Every unperverted feeling, and every upright voice, anxiously claimed the im-
partial and prompt application to them, of the appointed powers of our criminal
jurisprudence. Then began to draw on, that dark eclipse, upon the vaunted
lights of freemasonry, which, to the public eye, is rapidly becoming total, and
through the eternal shadows of which, nothing will be discernible hereafter, but
blood. _

In this alarming emergency, the agents of government seemed paralyzed.
Our public institutions and provisions for the preservation of tranquility, and the
repression of crime, seemed nugatory. And without the use of other means
than the law, and its official ministers, the most daring and brutal inroads, upon
our dearest rights, would have passed oﬂ' without effort to understand their
origin, punish their instruments, or provide.against their recurrence. No arts
were left untried by freemasons to baffle the pursuit of truth, and defeat the ad-
ministration of justice. "The lion’s grip of the order was upon our courts, and
loyalty to that, displaced fealty to the state.

A large proportion of the constables, justices of the peace, lawyers, judges,
sheriffs, and jurymen, of the counties where these acts were performed, were
members of the society, and had taken oaths binding them, in terms, to conceal
each other’s crimes. The high sheriffs were all masons, and at that time, sum-
moned as grand jurors, at their discretion, any such men as had the common
qualifications. In the counties of Genesee and Niagara, where the fraternity
were most afraid of criminal prosecutions, majorities of freemasons are known
to have been corruptly returned as grand jurors. And these sheriffsofthese
counties were both indicted, subsequently, as parties to the conspiracy for the
abduction of Morgan. One of them was tried and convicted; the trial of the
other has not yet taken place.

Perceiving that the public functionaries, whose duty it is to initiate proceed-
ings in criminal cases, were totally inactive, through cowardice or corruption
the people, who are both the proprietors and beneficiaries of every department
of government, undertook to inquite and present for themselves, in relation to
these offences ; with the determination, however, to use, as far as possible, the
constituted authorities, and in no case, to overstep the rights reserved to them.
They proceeded, in the generous spirit of men, to whose enlightened views, the
general safety affords enough of motive and reward, for the most arduous exer-
tion. They called public meetings, at which honest and intelligent committees
were raised, to asoertain facts, and aid the public funetionaries. And these
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committees entered with patriotic alacrity, upon the performance of some of the
most difficult and responsible duties of freemen. Without any emolument, at
great expense of time and money, in defiance of the most malignant, perseve-
ring, and ingenious counteraction of freemasons, they suspended their private
concerns, and gave themselves up to all the labours of a complicated investiga-
tion. In these proceedings they could obtain no testimony, which was not
voluntary, they derived no assistance from office, their motives were most veno-
mously slandered, their conduct belied, and their lives endangered. Still they
went on, fearlessly, disinterestedly, sagaciously, and successfully. The outrages
had extended over six counties. It was a singular spectacle, indicative of the
safety, and prophetic of the perpetuity, of our free institutions, to see private. .
citizens traversing these counties, inquiring anxiously and cautiously, but severe- _
ly, impartially, and persistingly, into all the circumstances of crimes the most
revolting, for the sole purpose of opening the way most likely to be effectual, for
their judicial exposure and punishment.

‘Whatever could be done by good and wise men, thbout specla'l lawful autho-
rity, was performed, by ‘these committees. They ascertained the principal
facts respecting the kldnappmg and murder, both as to the persons directly con-
cerned in them, and their motives and principles of action; and thus laid a
sure foundation,—not for the lawful conviction and condemnation of those who
are most guilty; that has hitherto been rendered impossible, by the felon
sympathies and powerful interposition of freemasonry,—but for the universal
and endless execration of their crimes, and of the institution in which they
originated,

Bills of indictment have been found for several of the minor oﬁ'enoes and
convictions have followed in a few cases,—upon the confession of the culpnts, in”
some, and after protracted trials, in others. But most of those,who have been
indicted, have been acquitted. In the conduct of these trials, the influence of
freemasonry has been constantly apparent and the whole force of it has been
exerted to exile truth and justice from the\n' most consecrated altars.

A fanthful and able state officer, whose spécial duty it was made, by law, to
institute mqumes into these offences, officially reported, in respect to the pro-
ceedings of which he had the charge, * Difficulties which never occurred in any
other prosecution, have been met at every step. Witnesses have been secreted ;
they have been sent off into Canada. and into different states of the Union.
They have been apprised of process bemg issued to compel their attendance,
and have been thereby enabled to evade its service. In one instance, after a
party implicated had been arrested and brought into this state, (New York,) he
was decoyed from the custody of the individual having him in charge, and finally
eseaped. "These occurrences have been so numerous and various as to,forbid
the belief, that they are the result of individual effort alone; and, they have
evinced the concert of so man(y Aagents as to indicate an extensive comhination

to screen from punishment, those charged thh a participation in the offences
upon William Morgen.”
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‘The services of this officer continued for but one year. By other prosecu-
ting officers, and the committees, to which we have before alluded, many other
important facts have been ascertained. All the persons engaged, in these out-
rages, were royal arch masons, at the time of their perpetration, or made so
immediately after. Many masons called as witnesses, have notoriously com-
mitted perjury. Others have excused themselves from testifying, by al]egmg
that they could not do so, without eriminating themselves. Even since the
time has elapsed, beyond which no prosecution can be lawfully instituted, for.
any participation in them, not amounting to a capital offence, some witnesses
have contumaciously refused to be sworn at all ; and others, having taken the
requisite oath, have repeatedly refused to answer questions decided to be lawful,
through the alleged fear of self-crimination, and that, after being warned from
the bench, that they would be guilty of perjury, if they persisted in it, and were
not actually implicated in the murder. And yet, all the convicts, and these
witnesses more infamous than the convicts, are held up, by the exalted and in-
fluential of the fraternity, as heroes of fidelity to their duty, and victims to the
prejudices of their fellow citizens. And they are still retamed as worthy and
cherished members of the order.

Morgan’s blood was shed, without any pretence that he had infringed the
laws of the land, and with little or ‘no private malice, on the part of those
by whom he fell. The persons most deeply implicated, in the guilt of his fall,
were industrious, intelligent, and reputable citizens, bound to life and to society,
by all the usual ties.: They did not proceed hastily, nor adopt their ultimate
decision, without manifest and painful reluctance. Before they took his life,
they deliberated, earnestly, frequently, and long, upon their masonic obligations.
These obligations they thought binding. He had certainly and essentially
violated them. The uhanimous result of all their deliberations was, that he
must die. And in the understanding of all masonic exposition, as well as of
common sense, if the obhgatlons were binding, they were right, in their de-
cision.

A brave man had determined to reveal the secrets of freemasonry; andas he
could not be prevented otherwise, his life was ‘taken, in conformity with ma-
sonic laws. - Having gone thus far, in transgression, the titular dignitaries of
the order had less reluctance in going further. Accordingly, by banter, ridi-
cule, and misrepresentation, they endeavoured to repress all inquiry into their
conduct. Finding themselves not wholly successful in this, they prepared, as
well as they could, for the exigenciés of that judicial investigation, which they
were not able to avoid.

The most prominent of the criminals fled. One of them confessing himself

stained with the murder, and claiming assistance from a masonic body, in the
city of New York, received it, and was effectually aided to escape to a foreign
country. Some confessed themselves gmlty of subordinate offences, to prevent
the examination of witnesses, whom they knew able to establish, in detail, the
foulest. Able standing counsel were employed, by the fraternity, to defend the
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cximinals. These who were eonvicted, were subjects of the deepest masonic
sympathy, and received frequent aids, from organized bodies of their brethren.

While these various acts identified the institution at large, with the well
known criminals, and exhibited the true principles of the association, high in-

- dividual masons, and high bodies of the fraternity, were guilty of the grossest
arts of deception to mislead the public, and save the institutien. Thompson
and Ganson, who were active conspirators in the abduction of Morgan, and
the outrages accompanying it, signed a notice offering a reward of one hundred
dollars for the conviction of the offender, who set fire to the printing office !
The grand royal arch chapter of the state of New Yorlk, resolved that individu-
ally and as a body, they disclaimed all knowledge or approbation of the ab-
duction of William Morgan. In this grand masonic body upwards of one hun-
dred and ten chapters were represented, and Eli Bruce aud John Whitney were
members of it, both of whom were afterwards indicted, and convicted of the
very offence specified in the resolution! And several committees of lodges,
chapters, and encampments, in public addresses, pretended to surrender their
charters, in avowed pursuance of public opinion, while in secret, individuals
employed on these committees, at the time, and afterwards, exerted every influ-
ence in their control, to sustain the institution.

What, then, are the extraordinary principles of a society, which requires and
justifies such extraordinary acts?

In all human governments, the principles set forth and adopted, under the
sanctions of an oath, are regarded as most essential. With the loyal, no others
are permitted to cancel these. And as they are expressed with the greatest
attainable perspicuity, the obvious import of the terms in which they are con-
veyed, is always that, in which they are to be received. An oath istaken under
the strongest possible sanction, is intended to be used for the highest purposes,
and the form of it is adopted by the supreme authority. Hence, the duties
which it prescribes are of the most imperative obligation.

‘When good men join the masonic society, and inconsiderately swear to obey
its injunctions, without knowing what they are, as every mason does, they
imagine there must, of course, be a reservation in favour of all civil and social
duties. But this is a total mistake. The first oath, and many others in the
series, fatally precludes it. It is a part of the language of the oaths, that the
specific engagements contained in them, shall all be performed, * without any
mental reservation, equivocation, or self-evasion of mind whatever.” . And any
brother who does not so perform them, voluntarily subjects himself to the pen-
alty of death.

‘What duties do the masonic oaths impose ?

The entered apprentice swears, ** I will always hail, ever conceal, and never

- reveal any part . . of the secrets . . . of freemasonry which I have received, am
about to receive, or may hereafter be instructed in, &ec.”

The fellow craft swears, I will support the constitution of the gra.nd lodge
... . . and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and regulations of this or any
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other lodge of whic:. { may become a member .. . . I will obey all regular signs
and summons given, handed, sent, or thrown to me, by the hand of a brother
.fellow craft mason, &c.” .

The master mason swears, I will not give the grand hmlmg sign of dis-
tress, except I am in real distress . . . and should I ever see that sign given, or
the word accompanying it, and the person who gave it appearing to be in dis-

.tress, I will fly to his relief, at the risk of my life, should there be a greater
probability of saving his life than of losing my own . . . . I will not speak evil
of a brothe;- mason neither behind his back, nor before his face, but will ap-
prise him of all approaching danger, if in my power ... a master mason’s
.secrets given to me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, before communi-
‘cated to me, murder and treason excepted,and they left at my own election, &c.”

The mark master swears, ‘I will support the constitution of the general
grand royal arch chapter of the United States: also, the grand royal arch
chapter of this state, &c.”

‘The royal arch mason swears, * I will aid and assista companion royal arch
mason, when engaged in any difficulty, and espouse his cause, so far as to ex-
tricate him from the same, if in my power, whether he be right or wrong. I
will promote a companion royal arch mason’s political preferment, in preference
to another of equal qualifications. A companion royal arch mason’s secrets,
given me in charge as such, and I knowing him to be such, shall remain as
seoure and inviolable, in my breast as in his own, murder and treason not ex-
cepted, &c.”

From the first obligation of the thrice illustrious knight of the cross, the can-
didate under oath receives the following injunctions : ** To the end of your life,

- you will not, in consideration of gain, interest, or honour, nor with good or bad
design, ever take any, the least step or measure, or be instrumental in any such
object, to betray any secret appertaining to the order and degree kniown among
masons as the thrice illustrious order of the cross: should you know another to
violate any essential point of this obligation, you will use your most decided
endeavours, by the blessing of God, to bring such person to the strictest and

. most condign punishment, agreeably to the rules and usages of our ancient fra-
ternity, and this by pointing him out to the world as an unworthy vagabond, by
opposing his interest, by deranging his business, by transferring his character

. after him wherever he may_go, and by exposing him to the contempt of the
whole fraternity, and the world, but of our illustrious order more especially,

- during his whole natural life : nothing herein going to prevent yourself, or any
other, when elected to the dignity of thrice illustrious, from retaining the ritual
of the order. Should any thrice illustrious knight, or acting officer of any °

. council, which may have them in hand, ever require your aid, in any emergency,
in defence of the recovery of the said charge, your swear cheerfully to exercise

all assistance in his favour, which the nature of the time and place will admit,
even to the sacrifice of life, liberty, and n};roperty, &c.” From the second obli-



10 ADDRESS. : [152

gation of the same degree, the member receives the following injumctions:
* You promise to lead a life as upright and just, in relation to all mankind, as
you are capable of ; but in matters of difference, to prefer the interests of a com-
panion of the order, of a companion’s friend, for whom he pleads, to any mere
man of the world. You promise never to engage in mean party strife, nor
conspiracies against the government or religion of your country, whereby your
reputation may suffer, nor ever to associate with dishonourable men, for a 'mo-
ment, except it be to secure the interest of such person, his family, or friends,
to a companion, whose necessities may require this degradation at your hands,
&ec.” From the third obligation of the same degree, the member swears, * To
put confidence unlimited in every illustrious brother of the cross,—never to per-
mit my political principles to come counter to his, if forbearance and ‘brotherly
kindness can operate to prevent it,—to look on his enemies as my enemies, &e.”

In the initiation of a candidate as an elected knight of Nine, he goes through

the form of murdering a traitor, and swears, * I will revenge the assassination
. of our worthy master, Hiram Abiff, not only on the murdefers, but also, on all
who may betray the secrets of this degree, &c.”

In the degree of knights adepts of the eagle or sun, there is an exposition
of masonic emblems. One of these emblems is that of a man peeping, of which
the exposition is this : *'The man peeping, and who was discovered, and seized,
and conducted to death, is an emblem of those who come to be initiated into

. our secret mysteries through a motive of curiosity, and if so indiscreet as to di-
vulge their obligations, we are bound to cause their death, and take vengeance
on the treason by the destruction of the traitor, &c.” '
In the degree of knights of Kadosh, the candidate swears * to follow at all
- times, and in all points, every matter that he is.ordered, and prescribed by the
illustrious knights and grand commander, without any restrictions,” and espe-
cially, * to sacrifice the traitors of nfasonry.”

Such are some of the principles expressed in their own language, which are
adopted in the masonic degrees alluded to, and imposed upon the members,
under circumstanees most indecent, profane and frightful. God is deliberately
called upon to take notice of the engagements contained in these extracts, and
his vengeance invoked, by ithe member upon himself, if they ate not observed:
and the member pledges his life to the society, \to be sacrificed, in the most
barbarous forms, if he violates them.

More detestable principles cannot be imagined. 'They were never embodied
“for any purposes of mere speculation. No human mind is so constituted as to
derive satisfaction in their contemplation. They excite to crime, and were in-
tended for the shelter and protection of practical iniquity. ‘Those who make
them their rules of action, are enemies of the human race.

To these principles Morgan was a traitor, and they required his blood. The
best men of the fraternity, who knew of the tréachery, in the strength of their
infatuated allegiance, became voluntary agents, in effecting the requisition. Af-

- ter the treachery was ascertained, and the fraternity began to move against the
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traitor, we see how cunningly adapted the whole masonic machinery is, to the
accomplishment of their object with entire impunity. The proof of the authen~
ticity of the revelations of seceding masons, in which the whole machinery is
described, in detail, arising from the disinterested and reluctant testimony of a
thousand original witnesses, is not greater than that arising from the wonderful
and exclusive fitness of the machinery to produce the results we have witnessed.
Revealed freemasonry isa stupendous mirror, which reflects, in all their horrors,
the exact features of that vast spirt of crime, mth which this nation is now
wrestling, for all that makes life desirable.

~ "The grosser parts of this machinery, are the secrecy, the private signs, pass

" words, tokens, gnps,- -and cxphers, the subtler parts are the obhgsnons : and
the former are valiable oniy as they are capable of being employed to give effect
to the latter. The obligations, it will be seen, compelled such as acknowledged
them,—to passive obedience,—to warn each other of all approachmg danger,—
to conceal each other’s chmee, even the most aggravawd,—to extricate each
other from difficulty, right or wrong,—to support each other’s repumuon in all
cases,—to oppose the interest and blast the character of nnfaithful brethren,—
to sacrifice the traitors of freemasonry,—to give each other dishonest preferences,
in matters of difference, over the uninitiated,—and to advance eackr oﬁlem

' polmcal preferment in opposition to another.

" The practical efficacy of these obligations e have seen,—in all the outrages
comimitted to suppress Morgan's publication, including his abduction and mur-
der,—in the violence upon the printer, and the attempt to burn his office,—in
the corruption of courts, sheriffs, and juries,—in the purjuries of wnmesses,—-m
the libels upon honest individuals, courts, and juries,—in the unlawful spiriting
away of thnesses,-—m the rescue of persons mphcated who were in the custody
of law,—in thé giving of intelligence to those who were in danger of being ar-
rested as parties, or summoned as witnesses, in time for their escape,—in the
universal and persévering denial of facts, by adhering masons,—in the appro-
priation of money, by the brethren, individually, and collectively, in aid of the
convicts and other criminals,—in the employment of standing counsel, by the
fraternity, for the implicated,—in the abuse of legal forms, county jails, and a
fortress of the United States to the worst purposes of tyranny, the arbitrary im-
prisonment of a fellow citizen,—in the good fellowship and sympathy of the
society with the convicts,—in the contumacious refusal to be sworn in court, by
some witnesses, who knew the worst, and to answer by others, after being sworn,
to lawful questions, when the refusal necessarily implied perjury, or participa-
tion in murder,—and in the political promotion of such numbers of the brethren,
as is utterly inconsistent with the equal rights of others. '

Can the well informed friends of freedom tolerate a society thus characterized?
Is it consistent with the theory or practice of our most valued establishments,
with any authonty underived from itself, or any safety, but that of its adhering
members? It exercises the highest powers of government, raises and appro-

priates money, makes and executes laws extending to life itself, which each of
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its subjects, in the sacred form of oaths, voluntarily abandons to its authority. It
is a government of high priests, and kings, and illustrious knights, and grand
commanders. And every person, who maintains connexion with it, in effect,
renounces all allegiance to other governments, by swearing to perform acts en-
tirely inconsistent with such allegiance, without any mental reservation what-
ever. In war, in peace, in all the business of life, every obligated mason, is
bound to prefer a brother mason to other persons, and masonic duties, to other
duties.

Are the masonic obligations binding? The united voice of all moral and
political philosophy replies in the negative. The obligations of morality are
incurred anterior to all others: they are imposed by authority absolute, and
supreme, and can never be remitted. Political obligations are a branch of
moral, and partake of the same early and divine origin. 'We have seen, that
the masonic obligations are opposed to these, and they are self-assumed : all
self-assumed obligations are posterior, and have no force in opposition to these:
The nature of all obligation, as applicable to the mind, implies intelligence and
free will : no authority can impose it, where either of these is wanting. One of
them is always wanting, and sometimes both, in the oaths of freemasonry. No
greater absurdity can be imagined than that an immeoral engagement is ren-
dered obligatory, by calling upon God to witness it, and to punish its nonper-
formance. It supposes that ignorance, vice, and presumption, by adopting the
form of an oath, may, at will, employ the authority of the Supreme Being,
against his own most sacred and unchanging laws.

‘Do the oaths of freemasonry disqualify for civil trusts? Wherever they are
regarded as obligatory they do. They are inconsistent with fidelity to the con-
stitution, under which all our civil trusts are held, and to the support of which
they oblige us.  All foreigners, even the most enlightened, though they may be
perfectly honest, and capable, though they may reside with us to their life’s end,
and be practical converts to the truth and beauty of our systems, are disqualified,
by being the subjects of other governments. By stronger reasons, adhering
freemasons are disqualified; for there is no government so adverse to ours, as
theirs is, and none which punishes defection from allegiance with less ceremony,
or severer penalties. Is it a circumstance in favour of freemasonry, that it
encourages and supports its subjects in the secret usurpation of public offices
and honours, to increase its reputation, power and influence ? No man dare take
upon himself the obligations of freemasonry in public. Or if & being should be
found hardy enough so to brave the most honoured decencies and duties of life,
it is not credible, that, in all free judgment, it would not. amount to a univer-
sal civil disqualification. Shall secrecy make it otherwise ? Shall that which is
always the incontestible badge of shame or guilt, when used to-cover a stand-
ing pursuit, and permanent relations, recommend those who wear it to the con-
fidence of open hearted integrity, and in a government of which the first
principles are publicity, accountability, and jealousy of power?

The masonic institution makesit the duty of those who own its authority, in
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all cases where other circumstances, in their prepossessed opinion, are equal, to
prefer the interests of a brother to those of any other citizen. This preference
is the great purpose of its whole organization, the most distinet impress of its
entire character. It provides the most crafty and effectual means to make this
preference available. These means are intended to be kept wholly concealed
from all those whose equal interests and rights it proscribes : and the more cer-
tainly to secure this object, it makes high pretensions of promoting the greatest
of our earthly blessings, science, charity, and religion. All authentic disclosures
of its histery show it to be selfish, circumventive, and hypocritical, and are little
else than pregnant proofs of its dishonour. Every man, who has taken its ob-
ligations, and considers them binding, by the clearest intimations of civil pru-
dence and moral rectitude, is disqualified, for offices of power and honour, out of
its own unhallowed precincts.

Supposing only a part of the degrees, to which we have alluded, have been
taken, such men cannot safely be our generals, for they are bound, even in be-
half of a foreign enemy, if he be a mason, to give him notice of all approaching
danger, and to stay the uplifted sword of their country’s battle. They cannot
safely be our negotiators for peace, against the negotiator of a foreign enemy,
if -he be a mason, for they are bound to look on his enemies as their enemies,
and his friends as their friends. They cannot safely be our legislators, for ma-
sonry impliedly permits them to engage in mean party strife, and conspiracies
against the government, if they can do so without loss of reputation,—and to
degrade themselves, by associating with dishonourable men, for the purpose of
securing their interest, and that of their friends, to a brother, whose necessities
may require it. They cannot safely be our executive officers, for they are bound
to aid a brother so as to relieve him from any difficulty, if in their power,
whether he be right or wrong. - They cannot safely be our judges, or jurymen,
because they are bound to give a brother notice of all approaching danger, and
even fly to his relief, uponhis.giving them the masonic sign of distress, if there is
a greater probability of saving his.life than of losing their own, and because
they are bound to an unlawful partiality, in all matters of difference between
their brethren and uninittated. Our laws intend, that all inquiries and deter-
minations, by grand jurors, shhll be without fear, favour, partiality, or hope of
reward, and that all trials, by petit jurors and judges shall be decided, by the
evidence and the law applicable thereto, and by nothing else. Freemasonry
binds her votaries to other, and avowedly partial, grounds of decision. Who
can describe the sum of injuries and wrongs corruptly inflicted upon the world,
through the medium of such offices, by such principles? In the great freehold
of our government, to confer such offices upon such men, by those who never
have assumed the principles, or have cast them off, would be a self-sacrifice
equally reproachful and disastrous.

To contrive the true theary of free government, is the proudest evidence of hu-
man intelligence : to institute such a government, the most glorious achievement

of human wisdom: and to sustain it, with unfailing constancy, the greatest
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monument of human virtue. Our government is the inestimable purchase of
the profound reflection, painful labours, disinterested exertions, and searching
trials, of all past ages. It is free.. W believe it to be the best that ever existed,
because, more than any other, it corresponds with the rights, and encourages
the duties of all men, over whom it is extended ; and thus,more than any other,
seeks and promotes the improvement and happiness .of its subjects. But opr
government cannot be continued, without the active, strenuous, .and -constant,
maintenance of principles directly opposed to those of freemasonry:

The first and most_prominent- injunction of freamasonry is secrecy. Any
violation of this it punishes with infamy and death. Secrecy is the shutting up
of the mind from communion with other minds. .And so far as it prevails, in
relation to any social good, it is selfish, sour, ignorant, and restless. Left abso-
lutely alone, like a plant separated from the.earth and the air, we should soon
wither and die. And it would be ne matter how soon, for if it were possible to

keep us in such a state, we should be good for nothing. Our faculties are not

at all adapted to it. Hermits are always the most miserable men. Ascetic
and secluded associations have never been wise, or good, or happy.:- Neither
is freemaszonry, which inculcates their worst principles, nat, in melancholy
seclusion from the world, but in the heart of it, the more eueeeufully to prey
upon it.

A virtuous mind cannot dehght in secrecy. It joy is in communion, We
are made sociable by nature. Our best. affections and our highest faculties
equally indicate it. For they can neither be expanded into useful action, nor
carry with them their appropriate rewards, without society. As social beings,
if we discover useful facts, or important truths, we desire to communicate them
to all, who are susceptible of benefits from their application. As all the prin-
ciples of science, charity, and religion, are susceptible of beneficial application
to the whole human race, good men and good governments will:impose no arti-
ficial restriction, upon their universal diffusion. On the contrary, they will
strenuously exert themselves to promote it. And there is ne human praise,
which imparts so much of the ineffable joy, that will accompany the final well
done divinely pronounced upon the virtuous, as that which is the honest fruit of
such exertions.

Baut secrecy is not more hostile to the spreading of useful facts and truths,
than it is to their discovery. Free inquiry, free discussion, free communication,
. are essential requisites to the most valuable knowledge. In the arts and

sciences, in ethics and theology, all liberal minds acknowledge their indispen-
sable importance. In the political conduct of life, their importance is, if possi-
ble, still more manifest. .They are the living foundations of our government,
which would be speedily dissolved, in blood, without them. No man bas ever
yet sufficiently valued them : for they alone can safely be relied upon, to open
and illuminate all the paths, in which the majestic power.of public opinion dis-
plays itself. (But freemasonry is opposed to free inquiry, free discussion, and
free communication. Its great fear is publieity, its best mtue, ulence) 1t pro-
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fesses to have inestimable treasures of social benefits, which it refuses to dis-

close to any but the small mumber of its devoted followers. In reference to all

others, instead of employing, to communicate them, the various languages, in
which all the patriotism and piety, the joys and sorrows, the useful discoveries
-and honourable designs, the undying thoughts and unfading hopes of the whole
human family have been expressed, it conceals them, by substituting barba-
rous signs and uncouth ciphers. It first enslaves the mind by the chain of
secrecy, then debases it by injurious ceremonies and vile principles, and finally
insults it by mock titles and simulated virtues. It is incompetent to the sup~

port of any valuable ohject. There is no realduty, no honest enjoyment, nb

- benevolent purpose, which cannot better be dctomplished without it.- Itis a

fit system for the outlaws of humanity and hope, hating the world, and making = -

war uponiit. With a misanthropic caution it exclhides all the helpless and in-
firm from its communion, and with the stimulated ingenuity of experienced and
impenitent guilt, it provides against detection and exposure. Its existence in
" our country is-thegreatest anomaly of modern times; and it is'to be-accounted

- for only, by the unsuspecting confidence in their fellow citizens, natural tomen "

conscious of their liberty. Aware of this trait in the character of our people;

.designing members of the fraternity, and those who are weak eneugh to find -

pleasure in its fantastic frivolities and bloatéd titles, have lengthened its cords
till they now probably embrace more than a hundred thousand of our coun-
trymen.

Of: this number, we cannot doubt that a large proportion cherish no: part of
the spirit of the institution.- Invited to join it, by its lofty pretensions, in early
life they entered its thresbhold. And, although disgusted at every step, for

- the purpose of understanding an institution, which they had once consented to

enter, they suffered themselves to be raised to the second or third degree. "

Nothing could induce them:to go further. Such were most of the'rh#sons,
whose illustrious names have been so often abusively and boastfully arrayed,
to shield the inatitution from the consuming reprobation now every where pro-
voked against it, in: unprejudiced minds, by its ‘full and accurate exposure.
These men in the bottom of their souls have all renounced it.

| But.there are other members of very different character, who adhere to it,
with a tenacity exactly proportioned to their' estimate of itsadaptation to their

-evil designs. Washington represented it asicapable of beinig employed for the

basest purposes, and never visited a lodge, but once or tmoe, in the last thirty
years of his life. .
. Welive in an age of singular interest, and ‘are the depbsitories of immeasu-
rable responsibilities. Our ancestors voluntarilyleft their native seats,—broke
up the strong and amiable ties of local association;—tore themselves from all
their kindred, in spite of the absorbing and ingrained affections of consanguinity,
and planted themselves, in ‘the most secluded and dangerouk wastes of nature.
. All the privations and sufferings of this course; they heroically met and endured,
to preserve the rights of the mind. In these are to be found all the springs of

é
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liberty, civil and religious. And they constitute the only incorruptible wealth
of the created, and uncreated, universe. By asserting them and preserving
them with unparalleled and holy fortitude, our ancestors laid a sure foundation
for a most unsullied and constantly increasing fame. All social action 1= com
mendable, or the reverse, as it advances or opposes these rights. Falsehood,
_injustice, cruelty, oppression, murder, treason, and every other imaginable
crime, implies hostility to them, and is therefore to be resisted aud subdued.
These are the great truths, taught by our early history. And profoundly
impressed upon the minds of our citizens, they cannot be eradicated. One of
the important inferences from them is, that individuals are not the property of
government, but government the property of individuals, who have a right
to modify, change, or abolish it, as a majority of those, who constitute it, may
think most conducive to the common welfare. In support of this inference, our
revolutionary war was waged, and our civil constitutions adopted. And these .
glorious events, while they have sent us forward, with unparalleled vigour and
celerity in the road of improvement, have opened new prospects and awakened
higher hopes, in the"great family of nations. Following our example, the peo-
ple are, every where, gradually understanding and claiming their rights. The
arrogant pretenders to arbitrary power are sinking into comparative disesteem.
And the only just government of human origin, that of public opinion, is uni-
versally raising on high, and spreading abroad, the welcome and protectmg
- ensigns of her supremacy.

To this government freemasonry is wholly opposed. It requires unresisting
submission to its own authority in contempt of public opinion,—the claims of
conscience,—and the rights of private judgment. It would dam up the majestic
current of improving thoughts, among all its subjects throngnout the earth, by
restricting beneficial communication. In attempting to do this, it has stained
our country with a brother’s blood, tempted many of our influentiul citizens
into the most degrading forms of falsehood, and burst away, with its powers
undiminished, its vengeance provoked, and its pollutims manifest, from thc
strong arm of distributive justice.

It is one of the striking evidences of the wisdom of the framers of our con-
stitution, and a bright presage of its perpetuity, that it is fit for all emergencies.
It contains provisions, which are abundantly adequate to the subversion of free-
masonry. Perfectly convinced, that such a subversion must be effected or our
" liberties wrested from us, let us inquire, what are these provisions ?

They cannot be found in our state legislatures, or in that of the union. The
great object of legislation among us is to secure the rights, and promote the im-
provement of the people. To do this, the powers to legislate are defined and
delegated. And these powers must not be transcended, or legislation would
become usurpation. Against such usurpation suitable checks are contrived, and
the people entertain a conservative jealousy.

. All valuable discoveries, and beneficent exertions, originate with individuals.

"To perfect these, and apply them to practical improvement, men must be free.
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"They must be permitted to associate as they please. To prevent them from
meeting together and communicating, according to their own inclinations, either
secretly or openly, by legislation, would be, to shut out the most useful labours
and the purest enjoyments of life. But for every encroachment upon the rights
of others, men must be answerable to some competent tribunal, or all, for which
governments are instituted, would be insecure. Such a tribunal cannot be a
legislature.

The means of overthrowing freemasonry cannot be found in any, or in all,
of our executive authorities. These are discreetly restrained within limits en -
tirely too narrow for such an effect.

They cannot be found in our judicial establishments. To these we are ac-
customed to look as the sacred shield of right, the inviolable refuge of innocence,
and the steadfast avenger of guilt. They are the most trusted of our govern-
mental departments. The qualities intended to be combined in them, of know-
ledge, disinterestedness, and firmness ; the powers and duties, with which they
are invested, to inquire, to deliberate, and to determine ; and the means placed
in their hands, to enforce their determinations, upon all the wide range of pre-
cious interests committed to their care, make them the most venerable and august
of human institutions. They come up, in the estimation of good men, and in
the holiest attributes of earthly power, next to the sovereign people themselves.
But against freemasonry, the most alarming experience proves their ministry to
be unavailing. The same jealousy of delegated authority, which our spirit of
liberty applies to legislative and executive functions, it also applies, in some
degree, to those of our courts of justice. The disabilities imposed by the peo-
Ple, to prevent oppression, upon every branch of power, carved out of the great.
aggregate of the national power, constitute the true reason, why all the branches
referred to, are insufficient to exterminate the evils of freemasonry. But it does
not, therefore, follow, that no sufficient means exist. They do exist. They
belong to this nation by titles, which we deem forever indefeasible. They are
derived directly from the Most High. They have been in our possession, from
the commencement of our history, though sometimes defended by blood. They
consist in the just exercise of the rights reserved by the people to themselves,
as the great constituent, supervising proprietors of the republic. '

In the first address of Mr. Jefferson, as president of the United States, he
denominates * the right of election by the people a mild and safe corrective of
abuses, which are lopped by the sword of revolution, where peaceable remedies
are unprovided.” This is the only adequate correttive of freemasonry,—that
prolific source of the worst abuses. And to this we must resort.

The abuses of which we complain involve the highest crimes, of which man
can be guilty, because they indicate the deepest malice, and the most fatal aim.
They bespeak the most imminent danger, because they have proceeded from
a conspiracy more numerous and better organized for mischief, than any other
detailed in the records of man, and yet, though exposed, maintaining itself, in all
its monstrous power. That murder has3 been committed, is now acknowledged
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byall.” That it has been socommitted, and the malefdctors have acted upder such
authority, and have been so aided and comforted, as to carry the guilt of treason,
cannot be doubted. Protection from these crimes, is the first duty of govern-
ment, and the object for which it is invested with its highest powers. But pro-
" tection cannot be secured, by the ordinary means. Shall it therefore be aban-
doneéd? Shall we forego, in "behalf of freemasonry, or through fear of it, the
pnma.ry purpose of civil orgamzatlon‘! If we are true to ourselves it is certain
we n‘eed not forego it; we can practically enforge it: for the rights of election
remain. In these may be found full means,—not of pumshmg the criminals,—
but of precluding any repetition of their crimes,—of giving us that security
against them, which is better than punishment, which is, indeed, the only pro-
per object of all human punishment. The use of these means we advocate.
Our adversaries reprobate it, and represent it as oppressive and persecutmg.

Thé exercise of the elective franchise is as much a function of our govern-
ment as any one performed, by legislatures, executive magistrates, or judges.
And the honest, intelligent, and fearless use of it, by all to whom it pertains, is
as much & duty, in every case, as a similar use of other functions is, in any case,
by those to whom they pertain. Such a use of the elective function is the duty
‘most’ xmpenous, because it is the great eorrectlve, in the last resort, of all other
functions.’

To say that the powers of government should’ not be apphed to the masonic
outrages at all, would be so preposterous, as Justly ‘to-excite suspicion of being
mpllcaved in them. Besides, it is now too late for any persons to say this with
consnstency ; for since the inadequacy of all judicial application to them has
been apparent, even adhering freemasons say, it was not improper to appeal
to the courts: * punish the guily.” But if it was proper to appeal to the courts,
in the first place, and that appeal has heen rendered nugatory, by the cnmmal
interference of freemasonry, the reason for appeahng to the powers of, govem-
ment against the outrages, is 1mmeasurabf¥ strengthened, not diminished. Tpere
is, therefore, no impropriety in resortmg to the electnve franchise to correct the
evils of freemasonry. It invades no man’s rights. It gives no man reason to.
complain. It is no more disreputable than it is to resort to a legislature, or a
court of law, for the correction of an evil, wlnch the;' were instituted to redress.
‘Would it be tolerated for a moment, to sngmatlze as oppressnon and perse-

cution, a resott to our legislators, for the passage of a law to promote the public

- security, or to, our judicial tribunals, for the pumsilmeut of crime? Neither can N
it be, thus to stigmatize a resort to the elective franchlse, for the abollshmg of
freemasonry, which is fatal to all secunty, and the very charnal house of crime.

If freemasonry ought to be abo‘lghed it should certainly be so abolished asto

_prevent its restoration. No means of domg this can be conceived so, pompetent o
as those furnished by the ballot boxes. These means are cpmmended to our

_adoption, by the most urgent considerations, by their mlldness, their safety, their
sufficiéncy, and the tested insufficiency of all others. They are the means pro-
vided, by the most venerated of our political fathers. W_’ho shall disparage them ?



161) ADDRESS. 19

‘Whoeveris opposed to freemasonry and really desiresits extinction, must use them,
or confess himself aslave or tyrant. To extinguish it, by violence, would be tyran-
ny, if it were possible. To extinguish it, by the expression of honest convictions
against it, would not be tyranny, but it cannot be accomplished, unless a majority
unite in such exp'res-sion; and whether they do or mnot, cannot be ascertained,
without a general vote. To desire its extinction, and do nothing to effect it, must
proceed from indolence, fear, or the imagined force of assumed obligations in
its favour, either of which améunts to a degrading slavery. To such slavery
who is willing to submit? In truth none, who are not opposed to using every
other ineans against it, are opposed to using our elective rights against it ; and
those who are opposed to using our elective rights against it, uniformly use
their elective rights in its favour. The higher freemasons are expressly sworn
to do it. Thus they adopt a conduct, which they stigmatize in us, as oppres-
sive and persecuting, and which is so, when adopted secretly, by virtue of un- -
lawful obligations, and in favour of a class of citizens, who associate for secu-
ring to themselves unequal privileges.

Anti-masons would defend their rights, the laws of their country, and the
most sacred treasures of liberty, from a fearful assault. Seeking to preserve
and perpetuate all the blessings intended to be secured, by our government,
they would proceed, in the spirit of strict conformity with its provisions. And
they invite all, who appreciate these blessings, to join them. They have no
secret purposes’ to'accomplish,—nq selfish objects to promote,—no time, nor
means to cast away, in idle ostentation, or for useless notoriety.—They know
the countrj is in danger ; and they come forth, from their retirements, to shield
it. On their farms, in their shops, at their counters, in their offices, and at
their desks, they have heard the wail of the bereaved widow and orphans, and,
feeling the sympathies of humanity, they have inquired how they became so.
The answer to this inquiry, and the history connected with it, gave them their -
distinctive appellation, and compelled them publicly and openly to unite, for
defending the most essential objects of society. Attached to their government,
by conviction, habit, duty, and hope, they cannot patiently see its walls of pro-
tection overthrown, its pringiples undermined, or its power derided. In their
minds, no names of human majesty are so dignified as that of freeman, no earthly
interests so valuable as those of the nation, and no course of action so sure to
be commendable as that, which invites public scrutiny, and is held to a just
accountability. Murder and treason they cannot help regarding with abhor-
rence, however disguised ; and will resist, whoever may perpetrate or abet them.
Their chosen weapon of resistance is the right of suffrage,—a weapon of equal
power in every freeman’s hand, and which is so tempered, as they trust, in the
armory of patnotlsm, that neither the keen nor sohd of freemasonr) may resist -

its edge. ’

Fellow citizens, are we called to be anti-masons by the best feelings of our -

nature ? Are our objects the highest that can effect the civil character ? Are our
means the most approved and mdlspenls;lble ? Unite with us,—not for our sakes,
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but your own.—Aid us in working out the redemption of our country from free-
masonry. We are misrepresented and calumniated, ag the chief public means
of defeating the cause we have espoused. Examine by whom, and inquire into
their motives. Be not deceived. If individuals among us are in fault, through
ignorance, or passion, or interest, or profligacy, refuse them your confidence.
But do not, therefore, betray your rights, and those of your country; nor let
those beguile you into their support, who prefer secrecy to publicity, and free-
masonry to republicanism. We are for practical, ggaceable, and most necessary
reform,—not for the destruction, but the establishment of right. Freedom, in
- every beneficial sense, is the soul of anti-masonry.
Further revelations of the ceremonies and principles of freemasonry are not
required ; for these are perfectly exposed ; and the exposition is so confirmed,
as to be incapable of material modification. It will go down to all posterity -
among the undoubted recordg of imposture and guilt. But we cannot suppress
our anxiety to commend our cause to the decided confidence, and active support,
of all the nominal members of the fraternity. Among such, there are many,
who have long possessed, and who still possess, our high esteem ; and to whom
we are attached, by the bonds of the most inseparable and holy brotherhood,
those of a common nature, common wants, and a common destiny. We
earnestly invite them to come out, with us, in defence of our common interests.
Our course has been adopted after diligent inquiry into facts, and an honest
comparison of freemasonry. with the first principles of civil order ; and we have
no misgivings. 'We respectfully suggest to them similar inquiry and compari-
son. In proportion as men do this, we find our numbers increasing, and,
knowing the inquisitive character of the people of the United States, it is scarcely
more in our power, than it is in our wish, to exclude the anticipation of success.
‘We know freemasonry cannot meet with their deliberate approval. When it
was least suspected of evil, and highest in its harlequin attractions,—when that
heliness to the Lord, which is inscribed upon its gaudy garniture, and that
charity with which its dark chambers are labelled, had not been publicly detected
as wholly counterfeit,—we know it was not a subject of their complacent re-
gard. Shall the crimes with which it is now ineffageably branded, and the
pertinacity with which it justifies them, pass without their condemnation and
rebuke? Shall that abuse of their confidence, which first brought their names
into connexion with the mountebank retainers of the order, be an argument for.
sustaining the mountebanks, when their party coloured garments are seen drip-
ping with the blood of innocence, and we perceive their power to strike away
all the pledges of our common safety ?
‘We know that the private opinions of such members concur with ours. We
- beseech them to concur with us in giving, to those opinions, a public-and decided
expression ; for that will make them effectual to the only end we have at heart,
the overthrow of freemasonry. We want not, and we expect not, the aid of
the sinister, or the dissolute ; of the slaves of office, of prejudice, of vice,.or of
faction. But we anxiously covet the association of all, who are willing, on all,

tem—
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occasions, and at all times, through evil rel)orf, and through good report, to con-
tend for the great interests of truth, and justicg, and freedom, and that security
intended to be conferred, upon these interests, by our laws and constitutions.
‘With such we are proud to labour, and, if need be, willing to suffer: for we
shall not labour and suffer in vain. But we perceive, on all sides, the presages
of our success ; in the unspeakable importance of our cause; in the intelligence
and self-respect of our fellow citizens ; in the peaceable and just means, with
which alone, we mean to promte it; in the favouring sympathies of the enlight-
ened and wise of every name and clime ; and in the undergoing, insuppressive,
and inspiring hope, with which we may seek, for it, the protection of that
Great Being, in whose hands are all the allotments of natlons, and whose law
is that of perfect liberty.
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