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Tagu, the first month of the Myanmar calendar, marking the time of passing
over into the new year came round. Aung Bu and friends set up a coconut
frond pandal at the top of the street and were preparing for water- throwing.
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passengers coming for certain.
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“I’'ll th 1 of
They were to splash water on all cars and “I’1l th b hem.” roug}gl;():: tellmggl“l/)yosvyi]ﬁfgei;g
throw water bags at them. it forcefully like this. Just get

ready to get hurt.”
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“Hey, there comes a car!”
Hold 1t! Hold it!

“Throwmg water with a torn
bowl is laughable. It’s really

“I’ll throw a water bag at |
them. Take that for
laughing!”

funny.” .
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“Oh! He throws a water bag at me!”  Bang!
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Meanwhile

Ha! The water bag hits him exactly. H can’t laugh any

a man near the pandal said. |
“Hey boys, Thmgyan water means splashing

e3> wrr":cp@n SSies
& wedlongi grfice‘f

GQOS@'? W

o |

“Ha!...” it on one another with loving kindness to
longer. Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! Hal make each other cheerful.”
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“You must not throw water on others so as to make them
hurt. And water bags are not to be thrown at them and
throwing a bowl of water roughly at someone by
swinging it forcefully must not be done.”

Gwa To and group were not satisfied.

“It’s nonsense. We’ll throw water as we
like.”

*Yes.”

Gwa To and group were very
happy when Thingyan revellers|
cried as they were feeling

painful. Take that!
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Shw Poe and friends wer at Uncle U Yoe’s house.
“Why is this month called Tagu?”
“It’s like this.”

na .

of parents, grandpas and grandmas.”

“In the month of Tagu, we usually cut the toe nails and finger nails

“As it is the month when toddy-palm fruits
are plucked, it is called Htan-khu.With the
passage of time, this name became Tagu.
And ...”

... it is also said that as the month
marks Thingyan, period of transition
from the old to the new year, it is
called Tar-ku. With the passage of time,
this name became Tagu.”

8 “Moreover, there are feasts
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“And we also do meritorious deeds by giving them a homemade shampoo
consisting of the main ingredients such as the bark of a shrub known as

‘Tazaw’ and the soapy fruit of Kin-mun and giving them a bath too.”

given in charity at pandals
for all comers.”
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“Usually, we keep the Sabbath during the
~ period of Thingyan. In addition we are also
ordained as a monk.”

benefactors are given sanctuary. Fish
release ceremonies are also held.”

“We also need to refrain
from quarrelling after
drinking alcohol.”

“We also wash the dirt
of the old year with
Thingyan water.”




over into the new year is full of pure loving kindness
and goodwill.”

“That’s true, Shwe Poe.” the street.”

“If so, the month of Tagu marking the time of passing || Meanwhile,

“Oh, an ambulance has arrived at the top of

There broke out a quarrel.
Gwa To had a head injury.
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head in a pick-up with some Thingyan revellers.”

“When he threw a bowl of water roughly by swinging it forcefully, it hit a boy’s

“They drank alcohol and were intoxicated. When there broke out a quarrel it
caused a head injury to Gwo To. As a result, he was in hospltal »

“At long last our happy traditional
Thingyan was tarnished.”
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Gangaw flowers of Tagu were smelling sweet. Next day, Shwe Poe and his friends hurried to the water-
With the sound of cuckoos in summer, deep gold throwing pandal to take part in traditional Thingyan
gumkino flowers were beautifying the world. festival in accordance with Myanmar culture. @
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"It's the time for Thingyan to commence. As today queﬁqauSu
is the eve of Thingyan period, who shall I throw "Oh. that's it! T must
palerat it A spla;h water on my
best friends."
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What's Wrong With Throwing
Water During Thingyan
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By Cartoon Kyae Kyae L N ) )
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"I have to throw water at Ko Htet first. 'ﬁtﬁi’?ﬂ?mﬂt along with ”Hmm}i.. as Ko Htet j:n't fllgrf?, I
Ko Het! ... Ko Htet!" ___/ his father to givé a helping hand at the m\usi row Wa‘ter i engidh
) O &ns-offermg pandal.
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"Your friend, Arnold, went out with his "OK, that's it! I'd better go back home and
mother to transport the food carrier to the splash water on mom and dad first."
\_ monastery to offer food to the monks." '

"I do want to throw water on the first day
of Thingyan, but there is no one. Hmm..."
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"Oh, it's a good chance to meet with big

[ |flecre... feveont |
©38BoRan pRBEeR o
oy eqeahaIR e

"Hey boy! Don't you know even it. You

qu&q -.usu ok QQ \
coea RS TR piwgn: eqoch
Gdhﬁaus“

"It is said water throwing is prohibited.
Hmm. If so, I'll throw water at mom."J

sister. I'll splash water on you."
must not throw water at someone who

= is going to the monastery to keep the

= Sabbath. "
;’, ¥ 'Q

8 Y ‘ Wi“\"f ’
>~ "What, sir?"
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"Hey, don't you know? You must not throw

water at someone cooking rice and curry in
the house." J

equaheoN

o -:%6
[]

"In such a case, I'll throw water
at dad sitting in the compound."

et 009pdecy €qRened
s S

"Hey, don't go and splash water. If you throw
water at someone reading, the books will get
wet with it. You must not throw water."

o
"Throwing water at this person or that one
is prohibited. I want to throw Thingyan water|

first and foremost, but I can't. Hmm..."

"All right. As I must not throw water at anyone,
I throw water at that fellow. I throw water, simply
because it is the time for Thingyan to commence.
What's wrong? ... What's wrong? Ha!... Ha!... Ha!"

l "Oh my! The dog is chasing to bite
me. Help!"
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I'm furious with Thida. She's always
late.
0Ql§ €035 9803208 ealovogad oS
23 39[_4}0’)45: eﬁocrgcmooogn
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B: Always? Why don't you talk it over with
her? Encourage her to be on time.
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A:  Look!I've talked tillI'm blue in the face.
It's out of the question.
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B: There must be something you can do.
L e o e
a&gpz 00688070 006996027 §geudi
A:  ldoubtit. Last night, we wentto aconcert.

Do you know what time we got there?
Just in time to go out for intermission!
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Useful Everyday Idioms
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B: lguessyou'rejust wasting your breath

then. Time means nothing to Thida.
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(1) talksomething over(Phrasal Verb)=
eag:eé:e@oex%ooéu
eg.
Soe Lwin always talk things over with
his parents before he makes animport-
ant decision.
8209 o meqs(0f:03 &3:(goSg0s
Q< o} (o) o} Q
63]9059CED OOQEOGOZ307 I 606
§. »(gesgiegic(goad oudu
I'll talk it over with U Kyaw Ba and let
you know tomorrow.
cl :ﬂo%z é:eq%oo@cag:sg:c@oeﬁeo?m
{og < c o} Q <
e@m@c?@o cl 6C:03 PACOIEWI
(2) on time(Adverb Phrase)= ®3]§6§
eg.
AungAungisvery punctual; he's always
on time for everything.
cm2E 630 10 PR § B2Y[§ ¢ § OGS
° o] < (& <
Q00 FRP3IAAI IR0 39qj’§9§oooau
Fortunately, the train was on time.
o L] NN . SN (]
036 0C 3§28 0 §00D300 ssqj’§9§q o031
(3) till one is blue in the face (ldiom)=
e[gooep eog)§ccooademmali e(googp
oc§eo0563oCl
eg.
Kyaw Kyaw's father talked to him till
he was blue in the face, but it did no
good, he quit school anyway.
(s CUN o <
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(4) intimeto (Prepositional Phrase)=

<
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eg.
U Ko Ko couldn't come for dinner,but
he arrived in time to have dessert
and coffee with us.
B:c3083000 poEomORad ©an&Edopi
sleog agl§e00503§, 3g]|geo:(G: eS8
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(5) outofthequestion (Prepositional
Phrase):e@é%é:qzlG@ooepecxoyoogf

(o] o < o

©P:02:3,6020C BAQRsI

eg.
Your suggestion that we go swimming
is out of the question; it's much too
cold today.
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(6) waste one's breath(ldiom)= GaQJp_S: 20l
00301 BoFe§ ol
eg.
If you tell Nay Myo not to go, you'll just
be wasting your breath; he'll go anyway.
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T Whyid onstly o Urta ke ?
(it over with her/ everything over with
them/ this case over with a lawyer)

Pl BOG0oOOO T COOGAR 000 on time.
(Tell them to be/ Ask them to try to be/
He never gets here)

o o blue in the face.
(I've talked tilll'm/He's argued till he's)

A, iinsnesissesisinies isout of the question.
(Being late/ Selling the house/ Going
to such a place)

50 Welarrivediinitime toresiitninninge
(see the TV show/ have dinner with
them/ hear his speech)

6. You're wasting your breath .................
(talking to him/ explaining it/

discussing it)
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“I’'m telling you to take a bath. 1] “Ireally feel tired of telling you
v W Haven't you got started as yet, ] to take a bath every day.
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gHOLY VJn “If you want me to take
a bath without being

G aimogts eaopm$
NHEmS op: cu:co:dn:..cEDN
“... please have a swimming pool
dug in the compound, mom.”

“When are you going to take
a bath yourself without being
told?”




